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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 

July 4, 2021 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

It’s all so ordinary that we can easily miss 
it. The seagulls hunting and diving for 
mollusks at the beach offer a display of 

determination and precision as they gather their food for the day. It’s simply 
what these creatures do. Yet, there’s a magical artfulness and skill to their 
work that speaks volumes about the One who breathed life into their being. 
This is pretty much the way it is with God’s presence. God comes in common 
ways through common things and ordinary people. Sadly, we are so engulfed 
in our little worlds of order and ideas to notice the beauty and wonder of it 
all. Many have numbed themselves to the Divine spark at the essence of all 
life because that’s just the way it is. What’s so special about it? A sunset is a 
sunset and a seagull is a seagull. That’s precisely what they thought about 
Jesus too. After all, isn’t he just the carpenter’s son? What merit can his 
words possibly have? 
 

If we’re looking for God to come in an event that is so dramatic and intense 
that it knocks our socks off, then think again. When pondering God’s 
relationship with His people and God’s action in our lives, we have to go back 
to the stable and the recurring, creative, unending power of God’s presence. 
It was a quiet, run of the mill kind of night. There was nothing spectacular or 
extraordinary. To the naked eye, a woman gave birth to a child and there 
wasn’t anything extraordinary to see. We have a hard time understanding 
God’s ordinary-ness.  Jesus grew up in an ordinary town, had neighbors and 
did normal human things. Perhaps that’s why we don’t always like the 
Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle us with extraordinary things but simply challenges 
us to take a different look at our ordinary stuff. That makes us 
uncomfortable. We prefer things as they are. Our lack of faith can even 
cause us to take offense at what Jesus says and does, dismissing it as folly. 
 

God’s life-giving presence continues to sustain that seagull in flight and keep 
all things in being regardless of whether we have the faith to see and 
understand this. Our personal agendas, preconceived ideas, misconceptions, 
and expectations can often cause us to be hardened and blinded to what 
God is doing or desiring to do. While God continues to do what he has done 
for all eternity, faith is needed for God’s presence to bear fruit. The blinders 
we wear and the expectations we bring to life can often prevent us from 
seeing graced moments that radiate with God’s graceful presence. They also 
prevent God’s transforming, healing, and hope filled vision for our world from 
being realized. Without faith, God won’t be able to do much for us either. 
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Independence Day Prayer 
 
 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 
 

We all know these words by heart. They are 
from the United States Declaration of 
Independence. However, are these words 
held with the same reverence around the 
world as they are held here at home? Sadly, 
no. There are many places in the world where 
it is a life-threatening endeavor to practice 
one's faith, that faith that was given to each 
human by that Creator who endowed us with 
inalienable rights. 
 

Let us take a moment to remember all those 
people in the world who are not free to seek 
life, liberty or happiness. 
 
 

Let us pray… 
 

O God, 
 

You willed that the Jewish people be 
free from slavery by their Egyptian 
captors. 
 

You will that all people should be free 
to worship you without fear and to 
celebrate their religious beliefs freely, 
even if they have not yet found you. 
 

Grant that those of us who live in this 
great nation will thank you daily for 
our freedom, and work for the 
freedom of others around the world 
that do not yet have the freedom to 
practice their faith openly and 
proudly. 
 

We seek your wisdom where hatred 
abounds, and ask for humility to offer 
our good works to others who live in 
fear and bondage. 
 

We ask all this through Christ our 
Lord, who frees us from sin and death 
through the wood of the cross. 
 
 

Amen 

Bible Studies – Bible studies will continue through the summer, 
Thursday evenings, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Mater Dei Parish Hall.  
 

 
Prep Classes are held the 3rd Monday of each month, 7:00 
p.m., Parish Meeting Room. 
Baptisms are held the 4th Sunday of month after the 10:30 

a.m.  Call the Parish Office, 785-232-7744, to schedule Baptismal Prep 
Classes and/or Baptisms. 
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MATER DEI PARISH MASS 
TIMES 

Daily Mass—Monday – Friday 
Mater Dei – Holy Name – 8:00 am 

Mater Dei – Assumption – 12:00 pm 
  

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday 

Mater Dei – Holy Name – 5:00 pm 
  

Sunday 
Mater Dei – Holy Name 

8:00 am, 10:30 am, 5:00 pm 
  

RECONCILATION 
Saturday – 3:00 pm  

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 

ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

 
The Prophecy of You and Me 
 

Prophet. There’s a heaviness to this word. 
It’s weighted down with meaning. We think 
of prophets and we think of Charlton 
Heston with wild hair and a booming voice, 
reaching out his hand to work wonders of 
nature by the grace of God. We think of 
prophets and we think of ancient Biblical 
history — someone far away, someone so 
removed from our everyday life. A prophet 
is someone who knows something we 
don’t. 
 

When I let you in on this secret, it might 
scare you at first: in a way, God is calling 
you to be a prophet. He is calling me. He is 
calling anyone who hears the truth of the 
Gospel. However, there is no need for the 
megaphone and the wild locusts. This 
prophet gig might not be what you’re 
thinking.  
 

What does a prophet do? He hears and 
testifies to the truth, even when it’s 
uncomfortable, even when it’s unpopular, 
even when it results in, as Paul says, 
“weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions and constraints.” A prophet 
doesn’t have to be smart or rich or 
ordained; heck, he doesn’t even have to be 
particularly willing.  
 

All a prophet has to do is listen to the truth. 
The truth we receive from Christ, through 
the Gospel and the sacraments, is a mighty 
gift. But it is a gift that we are not meant to 
simply keep for ourselves. In possessing it, 
we are compelled to also pass it on, to 
share it, to let the Spirit set us on our feet. 
 
 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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The Enderle-Bogenrife Scholarship Endowment:  Mary Rose Enderle 
and Richard Bogenrife have established a scholarship endowment for 
Catholic students living in Leavenworth and Wyandotte counties that plan to 
attend a trade or vocational school. Most trade and vocational programs are 
available through community and technical colleges. The scholarship award 
is $5,000.00. To request a scholarship application please email Dave 
Hernandez at landofoz1239@sunflower.comor call 913-369-2718. 
Scholarship application deadline is July 15, 2021. 
 

The Totus Tuus Team w ill offer an adapted Totus Tuus program for 
people with special needs beginning Monday, July 19thth to Friday, July 23rd 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Prince of Peace Parish in Olathe. This Totus 
Tuus program is for persons ages 6 to adult with intellectual/developmental 
disabilities. Siblings are welcome!! Fee is $40 per person or $60 per family. 
Registration deadline is July 5th. For more information, please contact the 
Office of Special Needs Ministry by email at tracunas@archkck.org or call 
913.647.3054 or 316.305.7487. To register go to: www.archkck.org/special-
needs. 
 

Abortion - Your voice could help save millions of lives. The Hyde 
Amendment has protected Americans from funding abortion for 45 years. It’s 
credited with saving the lives of over2.4 million children to date.  Now, 
powerful members of Congress want to take away this law that both 
Democrats and Republicans have supported for nearly half a century. 
Without it, billions of taxpayer dollars could go to abortion. That means 
abortions would be cheaper, easier, and funded with our taxpayer dollars.  
 

It is critically important for Catholics to send a strong message before 
Congress moves forward to impose taxpayer-funded abortion. Because of 
the incredibly high stakes, Congress needs to hear from a massive number 
of people. We need millions of Catholics to sign the petition!  Please sign at 
NoTaxpayerAbortion.com and encourage others to do the same.  
 

Thank you! 
 

TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST (TEC) WEEKEND - Does Jesus really have 
our back ALL the time? Does He really love us that much, even when we 
aren’t at our best? Does He really want to listen to us, even when we haven’t 
been a good friend to Him? When you come to a Teens Encounter Christ 
Retreat, you’re going to hear some great things from other people about 
Jesus, but you’re also going to get a lot of time to talk with Him and get to 
know Him better too. Teens Encounter Christ is a 3-day retreat where we 
focus on the Paschal Mystery of the dying and rising of Jesus Christ for each 
one of us. This is for High School Students and graduated seniors. It will be 
held at PSR on August 14-16, 2021. Cost is $110.00. Scholarships are 
available.  Sign up here: www.archkckyouth.org/tec.  

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?   
 

If so, the RCIA Program is for you!  Mater Dei Parish RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) will begin in September. 
 For more information about the RCIA Program, contact Deacon 
Chris Seago at 785-232-7744. 
 

A vast majority of those joining the Church do so because some invited 
them!  Please prayerfully consider inviting a spouse, family member, friend 
or neighbor to join us in our celebration of the Catholic Faith. 
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Scouts BSA/Venturing - TOPEKA REGION 
CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS EMBLEMS CLASSES FORMING NOW 
 

AD ALTARE DEI: The Archdiocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting is 
offering Scouts BSA or Venturing Scouts from the Topeka region (ages 13 – 
18 and grade 7 or higher) the Ad Altare Dei religious award classes this 
year.  The Ad Altare Dei program offers Catholic Scouts the opportunity to 
develop a deeper understanding of the Catholic faith through study of the 
Sacraments.  Classes begin in September.  Please contact John Spain at 785-
379-5359 for registration information.  Applications for class 
participation are due no later than September 1, 2021.  
 

POPE PIUS XII: The Archdiocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting is 
gathering Catholic Scouts from the Topeka region interested in earning the 
Pope Pius XII religious emblem. This program is designed for older Scouts 
(Scouts BSA or Venturing Scouts) typically in grades 9 to 12. It explores the 
roles that Scouts prepare for as they discern their lifetime vocation. Classes 
will begin in September.  Please contact John Spain at 785-379-5359 for 
registration information.  Applications for participation in this group 
are due no later than September 1, 2021. 

 

PTO trash bag update! 
 

If you were looking for 
more yellow or blue rolls 
and heard we ran out of 

extras, that is no longer true! We have 
them back in stock in the school office 
along with the white. Still $10 per roll.  
 

Please call the school office or contact 
Dan at dan.spindler91@gmail.com with 
the quantity of each color you need. 
 

We also have just a couple of the tall 
paper lawn bags left (15 per package) 
for $10. 
 
 

Thank you! 

Cleaning Mater Dei Holy Name 
 

We are asking for help to do a deep cleaning of the church.  The 
next scheduled deep cleaning is July 16th, 9:30 a.m.  With many 
hands this should take no longer than a couple of hours.  Please 
bring yourself, your hand vacuum, your dusters, and other 
equipment you might need to help us clean.  All cleaning 
chemicals, etc. will be provided. 

 

If you can make it great.  If not, say a little prayer for us as we clean and 
polish.  If you have questions or would like more information, please contact 
Nancy Cina at 785-817-1708. 

MONDAY NIGHT BINGO AT HAYDEN 
SPONSORED BY OUR PARISH.  Come and 
play Bingo.  It is a fun, inexpensive night of 
entertainment.  You may even win some money 
while supporting our parish.  Bring your family and 

friends.  The more people participating, the more it benefits our Parish.  
Early Bird starts at 6:30 pm with Regular Bingo starting at 7:00 pm.  
If you would like to volunteer (must be 18 years or older) contact Corey 
Everett at corey715@gmail.com, or by phone, 785-414-0946. 

 

BULLETIN NOTICE – 
Deadline, Monday 9:00 
a.m. Announcements 

must be submitted to Bulletin Editor – 
Gail Munoz, 232-7744 or email 
bulletin@materdeiparish.org 
(preferred). 

Are you looking for a 
meaningful way to serve 
your parish community? 
Does music lift your spirit 
and bring you joy? We 

have just the thing for you! The music 
ministry is looking for individuals to 
serve as cantors or accompanists. If 
you’re not comfortable singing alone, 
consider inviting a friend to join you. If 
helping once or twice a month is all 
your schedule can handle, it would still 
be greatly appreciated. Some musical 
knowledge or experience is helpful, but 
training is available for cantors. Please 
prayerfully consider this very rewarding 
ministry! For more information or to 
volunteer please contact Theresa at 
785-221-8658. 

Evangelization Committee
 

Come join us on the Mater Dei Parish Evangelization Committee.  New 
members and new ideas are welcome and encouraged.  Help us to bring 
Jesus’s mission for all of us to our parish family, to our local area and the 
country.  To take a look for yourself either come to a meeting on the 3rd 
Monday of the month (6:00 pm in the school basement) or contact 
one of our members:  Gabe Hillebert, Theresa Wicker, Ann Leiker, Deacon 
Bob or Diana Ortiz, Justin McLuckie, Terry Marlin, Kevin or Karen Mead and 
Andrea Hillebert. 

In observance of the 4th 
of July, the Parish Office 

will be closed July 5th. 

 
July 8 – 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Light of the World  
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Mater Dei Child Care Center is seeking a Lead 
Teacher/Floater with at least 6 months of toddler/
preschool level experience.  Must be professional, a team 
player and at least 18 years old.  Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, pay depends on 

experience/education.  Start date, immediately.  Call the Parish 
Office, 785-232-7744 or a resume can be found at http://
www.materdeichildcare.org/career-opportunities-in-child-care/.  
Email resume to materdeiccc@materdeischool.org. 

 

Hallelujah!  Things are 
opening and we can 
gather together to 
celebrate the 2021 Fall 

Bazaar.  I t is time to start planning 
for this annual event.  Please mark your 
calendar for our first planning meeting in 
the Parish Hall, Monday, July 12th at 
6:00 p.m.  Anyone who would like to 
participate with the planning of the 2021 
Fall Bazaar is welcome to attend.    
 

To all crafters, it is not to early to start on 
craft items for our Country Store and 
coming up with ideas for theme baskets, 
etc. 
 

So, let us get together and make plans 
for a successful 2021 Fall Bazaar!  For 
additional information or suggestions, 
contact Gail Muñoz at 232-7744 or email 
her at gail.fallbazaar@gmail.com. 

 

Yes, the shortage of blood continues. 
 
There has been a chronic deficit in blood donations throughout the 
pandemic but making the situation worse is the uptick in blood 
usage by our area hospitals above pre-pandemic levels as patients 
seek care that they put off during the pandemic. Blood donations 
each month are hundreds below what hospitals need keeping us on 
the cusp of a blood emergency throughout this last year. 
 
To date, 25,000 blood donors have not returned to give blood and 
many high schools and colleges have not resumed their blood drives 
making an already difficult situation even more challenging.  Please 
help by donating at our upcoming blood drive.  

 
St. Matthew Catholic Church 

07/24/21 (09:00 am - 01:00 pm) 
Parish Hall 

To sign up, go to: www.savealifenow.org 
Then search by 66605 or St. Matthew Church, or call Mary Alford, 

379-9585. 
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Schuylor Baum - Navy Clayton Mettleton - Air Force 
Jacob Crawshaw - Air Force Benjamin Metzger - Army 
Ethan Figgs - Navy Peter Oberle - Navy 
Ryan France - Navy Mason Pakerson - Air National Guard 
Christopher Jones - Army Stephen Schmidt - Marines 
Joseph Immenschuh - Army Isaac Schreiner - Navy 
Mike Liotta - National Guard Dylan Treadwell - Army 
Mark Lojewski - Army Garrett Wilson - Navy 
Eddie Lyons- Navy Tyler J. Wilson - Air Force 

PARISH RESOURCES 
 

COUNCILS, COMMITTEES & 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Finance Council 
Kevin Schmidt, Chairperson………..232-7744 
. 

School Council 
Deb Schmitz, Chairperson…….…….233-1727 
 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
Candice Schulz, President……….....554-7104 
                  or candice.d.schulz@gmail.com 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Doug Holmes, Grand Knight…...….817-6963 
 

Altar Society 
Merrill Befort, President………….....232-7744 
 

PARISH PRAYER CHAIN 
Erin Storrer………………….……….…..224-6163 
Gail Johnson…………………….……….286-1350 
 

Funeral Dinners 
Peggy Olivia ...............................338-3623 
Mary Simnitt…. 608-8192(c) or 234-6115(h) 
Doris Estes .................................224-8537 
 

Event Coordinators 
Candice Schulz............................232-7744 
Darian Hillebert...........................232-7744 
          or email events@materdeiparish.org 
 
 

URGENT LIFE RESOURCES 
 

Pregnant?  Need Help? 
Gabriel Project...................913-602-0306 
                                or gabrielproject.com 
 

Abortion Pill Reversal Hotline: 
   877-558-0333 or AbortionPillReversal.com 
 

Post-Abortive Help – Project Rachel & 
Project Joseph: 
            Archkck.org/prolife-end-of-life-care 
 

National Catholic Bioethics Hotline: 
                                             215-977-2660 
 

Suicide Hotline: 
                   800-273-8255 ǀ 913-602-0030ǀ 
                            suicidepreventionlife.org 
 

Domestic Violence: 
YMCA...................................785-233-1750 
Warm Line............................800-922-8189 
Valeo....................................785-233-1730 
Family Service & Guidance Center: 
                                          785-232-5005 
Christ First Counseling...........785-272-0788 

Jacob Askins Madison Good Jack Nork 
Margaret Barr Sandra Grabauskas Jason Ortiz 
Tom Becher  Joyce Green Dan Osborn 
Lela Becker Danny Halperin Kay Payne 
Kenny Bennett Marie Hammon Mary Pineda 
Lorine Bloodworth Pat Hanrahan Maddy Reynolds 
Rick Bloomquist Maureen Harris Jamie Robinson 
Marlene Gatesman Boboige Reid Harrison Celia Rodriquez 
Bill Bond Chelsea Hernandez Nellie Rodriguez 
Marcy Bowen Kathy Hestand Isaiah Roeder 
Ashley Brock Roy "Jim" Hillebert Elizabeth Romero 
Toni Brown Bonnie Hisey Jerry Rose 
Marianne Brownlow Jim Hisey Josulyn Salsbury 
Aiden Burkhart Scott Holmes Sam 
Robin Burns Erin Hutton Mary Anne Satterthwaite  
Pam Busch Teresa Jenkins  Sharon Scheck 
Cheryl Cafferty Larry Johnson Julia Seago 
Bill Callies  Pauline Johnson John Shirey 
Sandy Carter Bryce Kalas Jim Simons 
Adam Clark Amy Kelly Del Smith 
Bill Cole Maxwell Kelly Melanie Sutphen Stafford 
Timli Cole Sam Kelly Susie 
Mindy Darling Shirley Kelly Bob Swafford 
Mark Dechand Theresa L. Kelly Terrill 
Marie DeLong Michaela Lake Don Thompson 
Mary Denise Dexter Kathe Langer Tracie Sutphen Thornton 
James Duncan Gretchen Lindabury Nancy Tudor 
June "Melody" Duncan Margaret Longstaff Kenny Unterberger 
Becky Boboige Egan Adriana Luna Ren Valdivia 
Heather Endsley Jesus Luna  Sierra Van Sickel 
Jackie Erwin Omelia Luna Austin Vail 
Seraphina Espinoza Vivianne Marousek Paul Warfield 
Kent Evans John Marr Debra Weaver 
Andrea Florez Davonta Martinez Ken Weber 
Rachelle Florez  Tim McCarthy Becky Welch 
Joseph Frederick Frannie Miller Ruthie Welsh 
Janice Gill Lindsay Miller Sandra Williams 
Betty Glettig Margaret Moore Yvonne Yanek 
Mary Godfrey Royce Muller Bibi Zweig 
Alexis Gomez Brantley Ness  
Lisa Gonzales Cheryl Ness  

Prayers For The Men & Women  
Who Serve in Our Armed Forces 

COLLECTION REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021 
Receipts for June 19, 2021 to June 25, 2021 Fiscal Year to Date 

 White Envelopes $7,014.00 $447,703.97 
 Banking $2,098.00 $255,137.08 
 Plate $1,039.00 $15,496.10 

Total Collec!ons $10,151.00 $718,337.15 
 Amount Budgeted for Collec!ons $16,865.38 $860,134.38 
 Income Over/-Under Budget -$6,714.38 -$141,797.23 



Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

 Monday, July 5, 2021 
 8:00 AM Shane Meier V 
 12:00 PM No noon Mass 
  
 Tuesday, July 6,  2021 
 8:00 AM Bill Grevett V 
 12:00 PM Donald Schultz V 
  
 Wednesday, July 7, 2021 
 8:00 AM Ed Sloop V 
 12:00 PM Mabel Curry V 
  
 Thursday, July 8, 2021 
 8:00 AM Imelda Eisenbarth V 
 12:00 PM Lillian Kerwick V 
  
 Friday, July 9, 2021 
 8:00 AM Tony Lopez 
 12:00 PM Loreen Lee V 
  
 Saturday, July 10, 2021 

 5:00 PM Deceased Members of the Martinek & Bond 
Families 

  
Sunday, July 11, 2021 
 8:00 AM Catherine Werner V 
 10:30 AM Mater Dei Parishioners 
 5:00 PM Phyllis Moore V 

 
Parish Directory

 

Pastor………………….….... Fr. John Pilcher 
 

Deacon Chris Seago……….….…......232-7744 
Deacon Bob Ortiz…………….……...…232-7744 

 

PARISH OFFICE………………………………...232-7744 
   Bookkeeper…………………………………......Amanda Kincaid 
   Resource Coordination…………….….….....Shawn Hillebert 
   Receptionist………………………………...…….….…Gail Munoz 
 

SCHOOL…………………………………….…….233-1727 
   School Principal……………………….….....…Andrea Hillebert 
   Secretary…………………………………...…..Monica McCaffrey 
 

CHILD CARE CENTER………………....…....…..…..232-1603 
 

MINISTRY SUPPORT.....................................232-7744 
Directory of Religious Education 
Liturgy Coordinator…………………...….........Kathy Woods 
Sick & Homebound Ministry……....….............232-7744 
Eucharistic Adoration………………….................232-7744 
 

Bulletin Editor…………...…....…Gail Munoz, 785-232-7744 
                                       or bulletin@materdeiparish.org  
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
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785-251-1006
www.befortlawfirm.com

BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 
HomeServices

Tom & Marsha Madl 
Broker Associates 
TomMadl@yahoo.com 
madlrealestate@gmail.com

First, REALTORS® 
2858 SW Villa West Dr. #200 
Topeka, KS 66614

Tom 785-554-0806 
Marsha 785-554-0805 
Bus 785-271-2888 
Fax 785-271-7127

A member of the franchise system 
of BHH Affiliates, LLC

New York Life
Insurance Company

Edward T. Becker, LUTCF
Agent

Tel: 785-234-3188
Fax: 785-234-3188

Cell: 785-969-9980

ebecker@ft.newyorklife.com

        Title Insurance & Real Estate Closing 

5715 SW 21st St. • Topeka, KS 66604
Kyle J. Mead ph: 785-271-9500
Vice President & fx: 785-271-9452
Chief Examining Attorney e: KJMead@LTKansas.com

www.LTKansas.com

2905 SW Gage Blvd. 
Topeka, KS 66614

785-289-3188
Fax 785-783-3599

Contact James Bradley to place 
an ad today! jbradley@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2655


