
 

PASTOR 

Father Elias Gieske 

 

DEACONS 

Dan Goshey, Roger Marks, Phil Mayer  

 

PARISH OFFICE 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 10-NOON 

Address: 617 Poplar St., Crosby, MN 56441 

Phone Office: (218) 546-6559     

Phone Rectory: (218) 545-2521 

Email Office: crosbycatholic@gmail.com 

Email Fr. Eli: fr.elias.gieske@duluthcatholic.org 

Website: www.cuyunacatholic.org 

 

CONFESSIONS 

All SJ Confessions are at the School 

for now (regular times) 

Wednesday/Thursday/Friday: 7:30 AM 

Tuesday: 11:30 AM  

Saturday: 3:15 — 4:15 PM 

 

OLF Confessions 

(the time has changed for now) 

Sunday: 8:30-9:00 AM 

 

DAILY MASS 

Daily Masses are live streamed on 

YouTube (see our website for link) 

Monday: 8 AM 

Tuesday: 12 NOON 

Wednesday: 8 AM 

Thursday: 8 AM 

Friday: 8 AM 

Saturday: 8:30 AM 

 

SUNDAY MASS 

Mass is recorded and can be viewed 

at any time (see website for link) 

If you are unable to access the internet, listening 

to Fr. Eli’s Mass on the radio might be an option. 

Radio Mass 

Sunday Morning at 10 AM on local station: 103.5 

MAY 3, 2020 | VOL. III NO. 42 

 

Please see our website for links to video and audio of all Masses, as 

well as many other resources made available to us during this time. 

 

CUYUNACATHOLIC.ORG 



DEAR PARISHIONERS, 

As of the writing of this column (4-30-2020).  We still don’t know 

exactly what next week will look like in terms of whether Masses 

will be allowed to be celebrated publicly.  Therefore, I would invite 

you to visit our website cuyunacatholic.org in order to stay updat-

ed especially as things unfold over the weekend. 

 

I anticipate that even if we are allowed to celebrate Mass publicly 

there will be some safe guards in place.  So, we need to be pre-

pared to come to Mass in a different way then we are used to.  

Using social distancing perhaps, having some precautions in 

place, probably having some special instructions for communion 

and for seating. 

 

It is my hope that in the next few weeks, we can still celebrate the 

sacraments for those receiving 1

st

 Communion, for those being 

confirmed and for those who are entering the Church through 

RCIA.  I am hopeful these will still happen, but it may look a bit 

different then we are used to.  I will try to keep you updated on 

what special procedures and precautions we will be using. 

 

I am almost certain that the obligation to attend Mass will contin-

ue to be rescinded for some time.  This will allow those who are 

sick, and those who are vulnerable to remain at home or worship 

from a distance as they have been.  To that end, we will need to 

continue to provide for those who are staying at home.  We will do 

our best to make the Mass available for those who aren’t able to 

attend in person. 

 

At this point, I am not sure when we will be returning to public 

worship.  It may be soon, or it may still be weeks away.  I am 

hopeful that it will be soon, but whatever the reality will be, we will 

need to keep you informed about how to participate when the 

time comes, and the best way to do that will be to stay in touch 

through our website.  

 

I hope you are well, and that you have been finding ways to use 

this time to connect with your family and with the Lord.  This time 

has really challenged us as Catholics to look at what makes us 

Catholic.  What defines us and orders our lives when we can’t 

come to Mass and receive the Eucharist.  Is there more to being 

Catholic then coming to Mass…?  Yes, hopefully we all know that.  

However, in the regular life of Catholics attending Mass and re-

ceiving the Eucharist are normally a central part of how we public-

ly and privately express and live our faith. 

 

As we look at finding ways to celebrate the Mass under the cir-

cumstances, we must continue to show due reverence, attention 

and proper disposition when attending Mass.  Whether its out-

side, in a church or even in a vehicle.  The question has been de-

bated among the leaders of the Church (bishops and priests 

alike), how do we make the sacraments available to our people in 

this time without compromising the importance of reverence and 

the form of the Mass. 

 

For now, I ask your prayers and your patience as we continue to 

attempt to walk this journey together.  

 

May God Bless and Keep you! 

-Fr. Eli 

THE WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS 

At this time, ALL Masses will be celebrated privately by Fr. Eli.   

 

SATURDAY, MAY 2 

    All Parishioners   

 

SUNDAY, MAY 3 

    Ronnie Proodian †  

    George Vukelich †  

 

MONDAY, MAY 4 

    DFB   

 

TUESDAY, MAY 5 

    Ed Haryski †  

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 

    Mary Widmar †  

 

THURSDAY, MAY 7 

    Lyle Christensen †  

 

FRIDAY, MAY 8 

    Emma Goosens  

 

SATURDAY, MAY 9 

    Ronald Taylor †  

 

SUNDAY, MAY 10 

    Nadia Strash  

    All Parishioners   

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament.  I love you 

above all things, and I long for you in my soul.  Since I cannot now 

receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  As 

though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself en-

tirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen.  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 

Jesus wants us to know who he is: the Good Shepherd who protects 

and cares for the people of God just as a shepherd does his sheep.  

He does not claim to be one among many, but the only one: “All oth-

ers who have come are thieves and brigands.”  Some religious lead-

ers and philosophers throughout history have claimed to be saviors, 

claimed to have all the answers, but they were really consumed by 

pride, greed, or lust.  Others sincerely sought to better this world, but 

simply did not have enough wisdom or power to provide the human 

family with the kind of hope we long for and need.  Jesus Christ, on 

the other hand, not only wants to give us abundant life, but he can. 

Omniscient, omnipotent, and eternal, he combines utter goodness 

with unlimited wisdom and power.  With his flock, the problem is not 

the shepherd’s powerlessness or ignorance, but the sheep’s lack of 

docility: we stray from the flock and trap ourselves in thistles and 

swamps.  As Christians, we don’t only have a good Shepherd, but the 

perfect Shepherd; now all we need is to be sensible sheep and listen 

to the voice of the One we know.  We have no greater friend than 

Christ.  He invented life, he gave us life, and he came so that, in him, 

we might learn to live it “to the full.” —  rcspiritualdirection.com 



Rejoice! 

We are a resurrection people –  

a people of hope and of great joy!  

PARISH CLUSTER 

DAILY SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION ST JOES:  

�� Confession will be held in the classroom with the confessional in 

the school at 7:30 AM on Wednesdays/Thursdays/Fridays and at 

11:30 AM on Tuesdays. 

�� There will be no kneeler, and no chair (this will minimize physical 

contact with surfaces others may have touched). 

�� There will be no face-to-face confessions; everyone should use 

the screen. 

�� The door to the classroom should be left open, so that people 

are not touching the same door handle.  Because of this a line 

should be in the hall, far enough away not to hear in the class-

room. I will try to have music playing in the hallway. 

�� If there ends up being a lot of people consider coming back at a 

later time (if there are more then 10 people).   

�� If it seems the lines are long, I can add more times as needed. 

 

ADORATION ST. JOES: 

�� Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will still be offered in the 

chapel.  If the chapel is too full, we may need to restrict num-

bers, or move it to the church.  

�� Consider bringing something to sanitize where you sit since it will 

be hard to know who will have sat where. 

 

ADORATION OUR LADY OF FATIMA AND HOLY FAMILY: 

�� The regular adoration times on Wednesday and Thursday will be 

observed.  If this becomes too crowded, we will adjust. 

 

CHURCHES OPEN FOR PRAYER: 

�� We will have the Church open for prayer during the day.  Please 

be cautious with regard touching surfaces unnecessarily.  If you 

are sick please refrain from coming to Church. 

�� We will strive to have the St. Joseph Church open during the work 

day from 9 AM - 2 PM, while someone is in the office. 

�� On Sundays, Our Lady of Fatima will be open beginning at 8:30 

AM.  Confessions will be offered about 8:30-9:00, if people want 

to come and pray in the Church for a while. 

�� On Sundays, St. Joseph will be open after 10:30 AM 

(Confessions may be offered at that time if needed) 

ST. JOSEPH 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION   

Especially during this time, we are blessed to be able to offer 

perpetual adoration at St. Joseph’s.  The Chapel, located in the SJ 

Education Center, is open to anyone who would like to come and pray 

or just be in the presence of Jesus.   

PRAYER LINE  

Would you like to join the ministry of praying for others?  Do you have 

prayer requests you would like to be covered in faithful prayer?  Send 

an email to: citec2@yahoo.com. 

ENGAGE ONLINE GIVING 

St. Joseph's Church now offers an easy-to-use, 

mobile-optimized tool for online giving.  Find the 

Engage Giving link on our parish website, or you 

may scan the code here → to take you directly to 

the next step.  Follow the simple instructions to 

create your private & secure personal account.   

This is simply another option of giving, for those who wish to use it.  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

PRAYER LINE REQUESTS 

Sandy Berger at 612-998-6037 or Candy Schwartz at 218-232-2581. 

HOLY FAMILY 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION   

Every Wednesday from 9:30 AM—2:00 PM.   

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL   

100% of what you give to SVdP is given to those in need.  You may 

place donations in the SVdP boxes, located in each church.  Thank 

you!  SVdP Help Line: 218-534-3182.   

FORMED.ORG PICK OF THE WEEK 

STEWARDSHIP AND OFFERTORY 

I recognize that many people have been affected financially because 

of this current crisis.  Regardless of the fact that many people may 

have a change in their ability to give financially to the parish, we still 

have financial needs to meet.  Therefore, I want to invite you to con-

sider electronic or direct deposit giving as a way to continue support-

ing the Church.  If you prefer, you may mail your envelopes to the 

Church office (617 Poplar Street, Crosby, MN 56441).  At St. Jo-

seph’s, you may also drop it in the black mailbox at the front of the 

sidewalk to the school building.  At Our Lady of Fatima, there is a box 

placed in the Church for people to use should they choose to make a 

visit.  In this time we are especially grateful for your efforts to contin-

ue supporting the mission of the Church.   - Fr. Eli 

SIGN UP FOR FREE:  CUYUNACATHOLIC.ORG 

(Scroll down to find the link to FORMED) 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

EVERY FRIDAY OF LENT 

Let us pray confidently together for healing, peace and hope.  “Be 

strong and of good courage; be not frightened, neither be dismayed; 

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9  

At the time of publication, all planned events and activities, with the 

exception of Adoration and Reconciliation, are suspended until fur-

ther notice.  Please visit our website for current updates: 

 www.cuyunacatholic.org  

PRAYER FOR OUR NEW BISHOP 

God our Father, in Jesus, your Son, you have given to your Church the 

perfect model of priest, prophet, and king, and so you have blessed 

us through His sacrifice, taught us through His Word, and guided us 

through His rule.  We thank you for the previous bishops who have 

cared for the people of the Diocese of Duluth.  We ask you, Father, to 

guide and enlighten those who will be tasked with helping to choose 

the next bishop of our diocese.  May the man they choose be a man 

of deep and true prayer, a man of compassionate heart and firm 

resolve, and a man of joy and peace, who desires above all to do your 

will.  We entrust our prayers to our Patroness, Mary, Queen of the 

Rosary, and ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

When you wake up in the morning, whose voice is the first one you listen 

to?  Your own?  Someone else’s?  Or God?  We all listen to someone and 

follow some sort of guidelines and principles.  If it is a secular voice that 

propels us to get up in the morning and take up the task of the day’s 

agenda, then we may find ourselves off track.  The advice found in the 

Acts of the Apostles was as true then as it is now, “Save yourselves from 

this corrupt generation.”  Most of what we listen to in secular voices is off 

the axis of truth and is distorted.  It may sound attractive, but it is decep-

tive at best.  Many have gone astray like sheep and need to return to the 

Good Shepherd.  Only Jesus can offer us the gate of life, and only Jesus 

as the Good Shepherd can really motivate us to take on the challenges of 

life.  If we don’t recognize his voice, we can risk facing destruction. 

REFLECT 

 

FIRST READING 

Luke tells us that Peter often testified: “Save yourself from 

this corrupt generation.”  How is this message still applica-

ble today? 

 

SECOND READING 

Peter asserts that the virtue of patience in one’s suffering 

is a grace from God because Jesus modeled patient suffer-

ing.  How does the exercise of this spiritual disposition help 

bring peace of mind? 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Using the metaphor of sheep and gatekeeper, Jesus teach-

es his disciples the importance of remaining focused on 

his voice.  Why do you think people are so easily distracted 

from other voices? 
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 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. Joseph Catholic Church, Crosby, MN A 4C 02-0559

Vern Lewis
Broker/Owner
218-838-3041
vern.lewis1@yahoo.com

Aitkin, MN         218-927-2140
 www.mmcjd.com

New Patients and Emergencies are always welcome.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
1050 Minnesota Ave. S. • Aitkin, MN • 218.927.3785 

112 West Main St. • Crosby, MN • 218.546.5191

aitkinteeth@riveroaksdentalmn.com 
www.riveroaksdentalmn.com

McLean Severson, D.D.S. 
Victoria Severson, D.D.S 

Sean Fleming, D.D.S
PARISHIONERS

JERRY & KIM HUTCHISON
20511 Linberg Rd. • Deerwood, MN

hutchyex@centurylink.net
218-534-3922    Cell: 218-851-5736

STEVE’S DRAFTING
Residential Plans - Light Commercial

 STEVEN F. FREESE
 (218) 534-3856 
 cell: (218) 330-3147
 stevesdrafting@yahoo.com
 19325 Lakewood Drive • Deerwood, MN

47 Years 
Experience

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Built Right. Priced Right. MN Lic. #20222825

218.534.5408 
800.837.5506

 
economygarages.net

Koop Funeral Home, Inc.
Serving Families Needs Since 1913
NICHOLAS G. and MARY BETH ZILLMER

Funeral Directors/Owners
32 East Main • P.O. Box 007

Crosby, MN 56441
Ph: (218) 546-5531 • Fax: (218) 546-7451

DEERWOOD

M-F 8am-5:30 pm • Sat 8am-5pm • Sun 10-2
 218-534-3162

www.truevalue.com/deerwood/

Paul Perpich DDS 
Family Dentistry

5461 City Hall Street 338 Curtis Avenue 
Nisswa, MN 56468 Ironton, MN 56455 
218-963-4448 218-546-5809

Real estate, Business & estate Planning lawFiRm
   Crosslake, Baxter, 

  and Crosby
  218-692-6999

  www.seversonporter.com

Mark A. Severson 
REAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST 
Certified by the Minnesota 
State Bar Assocation

Kurt W. Porter 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

KOKESH STUMP & 
TREE REMOVAL

Bob Kokesh / Parishioner at St. James in Aitkin

218-927-2745

218-546-8103    
Toll Free 1-800-458-0895

RILEY AUTO SUPPLY
927-2153  •  Since 1958

Largest stock of hydraulic
hose & fittings

HD Truck, Auto, Farm & Industry
1 Block West of Stoplight • AITKIN

Sun -Thurs • 11am-9pm 
Fri - Sun • 11am-10pm 

Serving Breakfast 
7am-noon Sat & Sun
23768 State Hwy 6 
218-534-3292

$1 off minimum purchase of $8 Valid for one person
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Seth R Jackson 
Financial Advisor

101 West Main St 
Suite A 
Crosby, MN 56441 
218-546-5302
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Golf   
Dining   
Shopping

               Open To The Public

Deerwood • 1-800-450-4545

Plumbing, Heating & 
Cooling Contractors

830 Brook St., Brainerd

218-829-4332
pikeplumbingandheating.com

Crosby
(218) 546-6020

Open 7 Days a Week, 6am-10pm

Septic System Maintenance

• Inspection • Cleaning 
• Repair

Licensed and Bonded
WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

1037 1st St. NW • Aitkin, MN 56431 
Local: (218) 927-6175 Toll Free: 800-713-5234

Tom & Bobbie Bedard 
218-772-0400

Amy Swensen

218-545-6891

22250 Serpent Shores • Deerwood, MN 56444

  
16603 State Hwy 371 North • Brainerd, MN 16603 State Hwy 371 North • Brainerd, MN 

218-829-3624218-829-3624
www.schroedersappliance.comwww.schroedersappliance.com

Crosby • Crosslake • Pine River

barstockliquors.com

7 1st Ave NW, Crosby
218-546-6575

FREE COFFEE WITH ANY BREAKFAST ENTRÉE OVER $8 
WITH THIS COUPON 

Breakfast served  
Sat & Sun 8am-Noon 
10am-9:pm  Mon-Fri
 8am-10pm  Saturday
 8am-9pm  Sunday

Indoor Boat Storage • Indoor RV Storage • Winterize Motors

Kim & Jerry Hutchison 218-851-6600 
Deerwood, MN DeerwoodStorageLLC.com


