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Please see our website for current updates: 

 

CUYUNACATHOLIC.ORG 

 

PASTOR 

Father Elias Gieske 

 

DEACONS 

Dan Goshey, Roger Marks, Phil Mayer  

 

PARISH OFFICE 

Office Hours: Tuesday — Friday, 9:00-NOON 

Address: 617 Poplar St., Crosby, MN 56441 

Phone Office: (218) 546-6559     

Phone Rectory: (218) 545-2521 

Email Office: crosbycatholic@gmail.com 

Email Fr. Eli: fr.elias.gieske@duluthcatholic.org 

Website: www.cuyunacatholic.org 

 

CONFESSIONS 

New Temporary Schedule 

SJ Confessions (held at the School)  

Tuesday: 11:30 — 11:50 AM 

Wednesday: 8:30 — 8:50 AM 

Thursday: 5:30 — 5:50 PM 

Friday: 7:30 — 7:50 AM 

Saturday: 9:00 — 10:00 AM 

Sunday: 8:00 — 8:20 AM and 10:00 — 10:20 AM 

 

OLF Confessions 

Saturday: 3:30 — 3:50 PM  

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

New Temporary Schedule 

Monday: 8 AM — St. Joseph 

Tuesday: 12 NOON — St. Joseph 

Wednesday: 9 AM — Our Lady of Fatima 

Thursday: 6 PM — St. Joseph 

Friday: 8 AM — St. Joseph 

Saturday: 4 PM — Our Lady of Fatima 

Sunday: 8:30 AM — St. Joseph 

Sunday: 10:30 AM — Outdoors at St. Joseph* 

*weather permitting 

 

SUNDAY MASS LIVE STREAMED 

The 8:30 Mass is live-streamed and 

recorded to be viewed at any time 

(see website for link) 



DEAR PARISHIONERS, 

I hope you are hanging in there during these unusual times.  It 

seems our world has gone crazy in many ways.  It is hard to know 

what to believe when we read the news these days.  So many peo-

ple are acting out of anger, fear, frustration and even just taking 

advantage of the chaos to commit evil crimes.  It’s a good reminder 

to us to remember, that nothing we have in this life is guaranteed 

us.  Everything that can be gained in this life can also be lost.  This 

can cause us to live in fear with the rest of humanity.  However, we 

as followers of Jesus Christ are called to stand apart and remain 

grounded in Christ.  Christ has won the victory: “take courage, I 

have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)   

 

It’s easy to begin to live in fear when so many people around us 

are doing so.  It’s easy to be angry when so much confusion and 

evil is happening around us.  But the world doesn’t need our an-

ger…it needs our witness of faith and a firm example of Christlike 

love.  This will be difficult in the days ahead I am sure.  With the 

election coming, things are sure to get even more chaotic down the 

line.  Let’s try to remain rooted in Christ and be Christ’s presence 

in the world.  It is times such as these where we can really reveal 

whether we are faithful followers of Christ.  Do our actions and our 

words correspond to what Christ asks of us?  Christianity is not a 

political movement, its not merely about social or moral issues.  It 

is a way of life.  If we ascribe to political parties over and above 

what Christ calls us to live and stand up for, we can be sure our 

Christianity is only a venire.  If we are motivated by love for Christ it 

will show in how we live, and how we interact with others…even 

those who we fundamentally disagree with.  

  

We certainly can’t support evil, or accept stances on issues that 

oppose what Christ taught us.  Right now, many of the most funda-

mental issues of Christ’s teachings are under attack.  We cannot 

accept anything other than what Jesus has taught us.  He began 

the Church to be His voice, and all who hear His voice, 

acknowledge it and follow it, will be united to Christ.  Those who 

hear the voice and reject it are rejecting Christ himself.  

 

It’s difficult to know how to respond to a world that is so mixed up.  

When it comes to voting, supporting candidates and political & 

social movements, we can’t always find a perfect fit.  When there 

isn’t a perfect match we need to choose what most aligns with our 

faith, and sometimes that means choosing to vote for someone or 

something which doesn’t perfectly align with our faith.  What to do 

in those circumstances?  We need to hold onto the most funda-

mental issues.  As Catholics we ascribe to a hierarchy of truths and 

foundational beliefs.  This helps us order our priorities.  That’s why 

the Church has always been a huge supporter of life issues.  The 

right to life is fundamental, without that no other rights are protect-

ed.  Religious freedom is also a fundamental issue that we must 

hold to.  There are other important issues that we see being raised 

today, such as how to deal with racism, immigration, health care, 

and gender issues.  However, without the right to life and religious 

freedom, these other issues have no basis to rest upon.  A house is 

built from the foundation up, not from the roof down.  Likewise, our 

political decisions must rest upon the most fundamental issues.  If 

we vote or act based on lesser issues, while discounting or even 

rejecting the more fundamental ones, we have not reasoned well 

and are in danger of opposing Christ.  (continued) 

THE WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27 

 4:00 PM    Dorothy Vukelich † Garrison 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28 

 8:30 AM Ann Murphy † Crosby 

 10:30 AM* All Parishioners Crosby 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 29 

 8:00 AM Betty Leonard † Crosby 

 

TUESDAY, JUNE 30 

 12 NOON Byron Ringhand † Crosby 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1 

 9:00 AM    TMB Garrison 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 2 

 6:00 PM Walter Hermerding † Crosby 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 3 

 8:00 AM    DM Crosby 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 4 

 4:00 PM    Souls in Purgatory † Garrison 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 5 

 8:30 AM Jean DeMulling † Crosby 

 10:30 AM* All Parishioners Crosby 

 

*Mass held outside on the east side property (parking lot), weather permitting. 

(continued) 

 

Many people reject the Catholic worldview, they reject Christ’s 

Church because they do not agree with how he has ordered the 

world.  That’s a big problem when it comes to eternal life.  If we 

have called ourselves Christians while at the same time rejecting 

Christ, or not standing up for what Christ taught us, how can we 

expect to be welcomed into eternal life with Christ.  By opposing 

him, we choose to put ourselves in the place of God.  This can 

happen consciously or unconsciously.  Either way if we oppose 

Christ with what we support, with how we live our lives, with our 

finances, with our actions or with our votes… that’s going to have 

an effect on whether or not we will be accepted by Christ.  It is 

our duty to know our faith and to live and act accordingly.  Igno-

rance of what our faith teaches will not save us from God’s jus-

tice.  His Mercy is great, greater than any of our sins.  But we 

can’t receive his mercy while at the same time opposing him. 

Mercy will be granted to us if we acknowledge our errors and our 

sins. 

 

There are so many people who are living in ways that do not hon-

or God.  Let’s do our best to be the voice of reason in the confu-

sion, to speak clearly and articulately about our faith and the 

Love that God has for us.  It’s a time when we must stand with 

our Lord, and root ourselves more deeply in him. 

 

Christ has given us the opportunity to live in this time and be his 

witnesses.  My prayer and hope is that we as a Church can help 

calm the storm of division and evil that is rising up… or else, re-

main steadfast in Christ if that evil challenges us and accept 

whatever consequences are the result of holding true to what 

Christ has called us to be. 

 

In Christ, 

-Fr. Eli 



PARISH CLUSTER 

ST. JOSEPH 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION   

The Adoration Chapel, located in the SJ Education Center, is open 

Monday through Thursday to anyone who would like to come and pray 

or just be in the presence of Jesus.  If you desire a weekly hour of your 

own, please contact Collette at 546-2781.  At this time we have a 

need for someone to take the following open hours: 

3—4 PM on Mondays 

10—11 AM on Wednesdays 

4—5 PM on Wednesdays 

11—Midnight on Wednesdays 

Wednesday night: Midnight—1 AM 

“…whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not wor-

thy of me.” (Matthew 10:38)  Pope Benedict XVI said, “The world of-

fers you comfort.  But you were not made for comfort, you were made 

for greatness.”  “Comfort” puts me first.  “Picking up your cross and 

following Jesus” puts God and others first.  Why settle for comfort 

when you can achieve greatness!  Pick up your cross, ask Jesus for 

guidance on using your gifts and live the life God intended for you!   

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 

ENGAGE ONLINE GIVING 

Both St. Joseph’s and Our Lady of Fatima now offer an easy-to-use, 

mobile-optimized tool for online giving.  Find the Engage Giving link on 

our parish website (separate link for each parish).  Follow the instruc-

tions to create your private & secure personal account.  If you wish to 

use this option of giving but do not have access to the internet, we will 

help you set it up.  Contact Tom at 218-851-8680.   

MASSES 

We will continue with using the Mass sign-up for now, but the only 

Masses you will need to sign up for in this next week would be St. 

Joseph Sunday (8:30), and you could also sign up for the St. Joseph 

10:30 (in case of inclement weather, it gets moved inside).  These are 

the Masses that have been full.  The two Masses at Garrison, and 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at St. Joes, you may just show up.  

If we find there are too many people at these Masses we will have to 

go back to sign-ups.  Remember Mass sign-ups are available on the 

website and utilizes Sign-up Genius.  You may also call one of the 

following people to help you if you do not have internet access: 

 

�Mary Lee Dallman - 218-851-0193 

�Joan Hasskamp - 218-546-5554 

�Doreen Miller-Fish - 218-546-5707 

�Joanne Ruttger -218-851-3750 

�Tommy Sablan - 702-460-2711 

�Ed Kirk – 612-805-5462 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL   

Is there a family you know who needs assistance?  Share with them 

the SVdP Help Line: 218-534-3182.  The local conference for St. Vin-

cent de Paul meets every 2nd & 4th Thursday, 8:30 AM, in the SJ 

school.  All are welcome.  Donations too are appreciated.  100% of 

what you give to SVdP is given to those in need.  You may place dona-

tions in the SVdP boxes, located in each church.   

PRAYER LINE  

Would you like to join the ministry of praying for others?  Do you have 

prayer requests you would like to be covered in faithful prayer?  Send 

an email to: citec2@yahoo.com. 

NOVENA PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER 

O God, Creator of all things, You have entrusted to women and men 

the responsibility over all Your creation.  Grant, we beseech You, that 

by the example and protection of good and faithful St. Joseph, we may 

perform the work You expect of us and attain to the reward that You 

promise.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (recite 9 days) 

YOUTH NIGHT 

We are inviting all students in grades 9-12 to a get-together at St. 

Joseph’s on July 1.  Join us outside, on the church field, for lawn 

games and simply an opportunity to check in with one another.   

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 

Save the date of July 16—17...and start saving your unwanted treas-

ures to donate to our sale!  This annual fundraiser supports youth 

functions within our parish.  The sale will be held in the SJ school this 

year.  Please note that we cannot except clothing, books, or electron-

ics.  Furniture and appliances in good condition are welcome.  You 

may drop off donated items on Mondays, from 6:30-7:30 PM, by the 

parking lot door of the school building (east end of the church proper-

ty).  Call Tammy if help is needed with large items: 218-838-0658. 

SAVE THE DATE TO CELEBRATE WITH FR. ELI 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, July 12, at 10:30 AM, to celebrate an 

outdoor Mass with Fr. Eli at the future church property (enter on Deer 

Trail Drive just off Highway 31, in Deerwood Township).  We will have 

a tent so the event will be held rain or shine.  Please bring your own 

chair.  Social distancing rules are encouraged.  Light refreshments will 

be served after Mass.  Your help is needed to make this event a suc-

cess.  Volunteers with UTV/Club Cars are needed for some transport 

duties.  Also, we are in need of several quiet generators.  If you can 

assist, please contact Mike Aulie at 218-829-6249 or Doreen Miller-

Fish at 218-546-5707.  

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 

Spiritual direction offers the chance to deepen your relationship with 

God in prayer and in everyday life.  Mary Lee Dallman, a student direc-

tor from the spiritual direction program at Saint John’s School of The-

ology & Seminary would meet with you for 8 monthly sessions starting 

September.  No cost.  Contact Mary Lee Dallman at 218-851-0193.  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

PRAYER LINE REQUESTS 

Sandy Berger at 612-998-6037 or Candy Schwartz at 218-232-2581. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETING 

The Knights of Columbus will meet on Tuesday, July 7th, in the social 

hall at St Joseph’s in Crosby.  Rosary at 6:30 PM; meeting at 7 PM.  

Fellowship and refreshments to follow.  



EVERY FRIDAY OF LENT 

“Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death?”  What do you understand these words to 

mean?  Many see these words as an indication of what may come in 

eternal life.  In actuality, they have more to do with our lives here and 

now.  We are called to die to ourselves and offer our lives as gifts 

given generously to others.  It is not about us.  We are asked to serve 

God and not continue in our service of sin.  Life is about learning to do 

what we really do not want to do because it brings us deeper into the 

mystery of God, ourselves, and others.  Learning how to accept and 

live with the “small deaths” and sacrifices we encounter teaches us 

how to live with and approach our final death.  We can do so with a 

heart that has been touched by and is open to mercy, or one that is 

self-focused and closed.   ©LPI 

The summer months for 

a seminarian are of 

great value not only 

because we have a 

break from studies and 

get to put to practice 

what we learned in the 

school year, but it gives 

us time to enter into 

deeper reflection and 

remember the manifold 

blessings that were re-

ceived throughout the 

past year.  I just com-

pleted my second year 

of Theological studies at the St. Paul Seminary.  Which 

means that I have been in seminary for five years and 

will enter my sixth year (out of seven) in the fall. A pa-

rishioner asked me the other day, “What is the great-

est blessing that you have received during your time in 

seminary?” I was surprised at the question and even 

more surprised at my answer.  I replied, “The biggest 

blessing has been being in a safe place where I can 

grow to know and love the Lord.”  I was surprised be-

cause I had never articulated it in that way before. I 

was also surprised because there was an instant con-

viction of deep gratitude for my time in seminary for-

mation.  That conviction of deep gratitude has also 

permeated my time here in the Churches of St. Jo-

seph, Our Lady of Fatima and Holy Family.  In the 

world we live in there are so many things that threaten 

our relationship with God and ultimately our joy and 

peace that we only find in Him.  So, to be in a place 

where seeking the Lord is the most important thing in 

everyone’s life is truly a unique blessing.  I have found 

that same blessing here.  I have discovered in this 

past week or so, that this parish cluster, “Is in the 

world but not of the world”, and a place where people 

can grow to know and love the Lord.  With that being 

said, I would just like to thank you all for being so wel-

coming of me and leave you with the words of Christ in 

today’s Gospel, “Whoever receives you receives me, 

and whoever receives me receives the one who sent 

me.”  I am truly filled with gratitude for your welcoming 

of me and allowing me to be a part of your lives.  

Thank you and may God bless you abundantly. 

 

In Christ our hope, 

Jacob Toma 

A WORD FROM OUR SEMINARIAN 
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Aitkin, MN         218-927-2140
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New Patients and Emergencies are always welcome.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
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STEVE’S DRAFTING
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Mark A. Severson 
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Kurt W. Porter 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

KOKESH STUMP & 
TREE REMOVAL

Bob Kokesh / Parishioner at St. James in Aitkin

218-927-2745

RILEY AUTO SUPPLY
927-2153  •  Since 1958

Largest stock of hydraulic
hose & fittings

HD Truck, Auto, Farm & Industry
1 Block West of Stoplight • AITKIN

Sun -Thurs • 11am-9pm 
Fri - Sun • 11am-10pm 

Serving Breakfast 
7am-noon Sat & Sun
23768 State Hwy 6 
218-534-3292

$1 off minimum purchase of $8 Valid for one person
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Golf   
Dining   
Shopping

               Open To The Public

Deerwood • 1-800-450-4545

Plumbing, Heating & 
Cooling Contractors

830 Brook St., Brainerd

218-829-4332
pikeplumbingandheating.com

Crosby
(218) 546-6020

Open 7 Days a Week, 6am-10pm

Septic System Maintenance

• Inspection • Cleaning 
• Repair

Licensed and Bonded
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1037 1st St. NW • Aitkin, MN 56431 
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7 1st Ave NW, Crosby
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FREE COFFEE WITH ANY BREAKFAST ENTRÉE OVER $8 
WITH THIS COUPON 

Breakfast served  
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10am-9:pm  Mon-Fri
 8am-10pm  Saturday
 8am-9pm  Sunday
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Deerwood, MN DeerwoodStorageLLC.com

17274 Highway 371 Brainerd, MN 56401

(218)825-7349

Joel Hartman 
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joel@homesstore.net
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• Tools • Household • Gifts • And More

42190 State Hwy. 210 W Ph: 218-927-6446 
Aitkin, MN 56431 Fax: 218-927-2396

Quality Automotive  
Services At  

A Great Price

218-546-5577
CuyunaCountryAuto.comDeerwood

Brainerd Realty, Inc.
Serving the Brainerd Lakes Area Since 1978
 Raelyn Borg Brittani Hatfield LaVerne Borg 
 (218) 838-6267 (320) 220-0069 (218) 820-5164


