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St. Francis Xavier Parish      
2618 Seneca Street, Saint Joseph, MO 64507       

 

The mission of St. Francis Xavier Parish is to encounter Jesus Christ and bring Him  

to all through Vibrant Liturgy, Lifelong Christian Formation and Social Outreach. 

SATURDAY — SUNDAY,  MAY 30—31, 2020 PARISH STAFF 
Fr. Joe Miller, C.PP.S., Pastor 

Fr. Lac Pham, C.PP.S., Associate Pastor 

Fr. Bill Walter, C.PP.S. 
 

Parish Administrator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   John Lutz 

Secretaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth White/Pam Evans 

  John Lutz 

Music Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Paul Hart

R.C.I.A. Facilitator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charlotte Chunn 

S.F.X. School Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . Darin Pollard 

School of Religion Coordinator . . . . . .Nyla Bitunjac 

Youth Ministry Director . . . . . . . . . Janey Johnston 

Bulletin Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pam Evans 
 

  

Rob Pyatt, President, Larry Runyan, Vice President, 

Stephanie Wegenka, Secretary, Kim Fitzpatrick,   

Trevor Sego, Joe Marmaud, Sherrel Coats, Beth Sterns, 

Brian Ziesel. 
 

Kathleen Chastain

816-392-0011 or victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org 

Joseph Crayon (

 

MASSES  

SATURDAY:  (SUNDAY VIGIL MASS)  4:00pm 

SUNDAY:  7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

                  9:30am Mass is streamed online at: SFX1891 

WEEKDAYS:  7:00am and 8:15am 

SATURDAY:  8:00am  
 

RECONCILIATION  

SATURDAYS: 11:00am and 3:00pm (or by appointment) 

—   —   —   —   —  

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION: 

PARISH OFFICE: 816-232-8449,  (Fax) 816-364-5174 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:   

8:00am—4:00pm, Monday—Friday.  Closed on holidays. 

SCHOOL: 816-232-4911 

HOUSE OF BREAD: 816-671-9473 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 816-689-4053 

BULLETIN:  bulletin@sfxstjoe.com 

WEBSITE: www.sfxstjoe.com 

EMAIL: jlutz@sfxstjoe.com 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT:  facebook.com/sfxstjoe 

BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 

 

THIS WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3rd  

at 6:30pm in the Parish Center,  

Conference Room 

 

This is for parents who want a child baptized. Come even 

if you are pregnant (you won’t need a babysitter.)  If you 

have other children who have already been baptized, you 

are still asked to come, so that you may continue to 

grow in your faith, and help others to grow in their faith.  

If questions, contact the Parish Office at 232-8449. 

 

Please come wearing a mask. 
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This Week’s Reflection  -  MAY  31, 2020 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, come and renew the face of the earth. 

 

Dear St. Francis Xavier Parish Family, 

 

It was ten days before I started jotting down a few thoughts of reflection for 

this celebration of the Solemnity of Pentecost, the sending of the Holy Spirit upon believers.  

As we raise our voice in responding to the first reading (Acts 2:1-11) “Come, Holy Spirit, come 

and renew the face of the earth” appears to me an image of the 120 members (cf. Acts 1:15) 

of Saint Francis Xavier Family gathering in church to celebrate this reception of God’s gifts: 

wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord.  According  

to Saint Paul in the second reading, “to each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given 

for some benefit.”  More essential now than any other times in our lives, we need all benefits, 

pooled together, to rebuild our world with the Holy Spirit residing in us and through us.  

And through these all together benefits that we are able to rise beyond the present world  

predicaments to proclaim “Jesus is Lord.” (cf. 1Corinthians 12:3b) 
 

The current social distancing locks us up in smaller units, fearful of sickness, frustrated by  

being restricted, aggravated by frequent rubbing one another’s elbows, and apprehensive of 

what’s coming next.  On this day, when we gather to unite our prayers, whether in small group 

in parish church or at home through YouTube, may we open up our very own self to absorb  

Jesus in our midst imparting His Peace upon each one of us. This peace is more than just  

absence of wars or conflicts, more than just being free from worries and anxieties; it is the 

completeness and wholeness of being cradled in the hands of God. Embraced in Jesus’ Peace 

and equipped with the renewed gifts of the Holy Spirit may we carry on our tasked mission to 

be more understanding, gentle and compassionate with one another in the coming days as  

we seek ways to return to desired normalcy. 
 

Fr. Lac 

S aint Francis Xavier 

Parish has been 

under the spiritual lead-

ership of the Society of 

the Precious Blood 

since its beginning in 

1890. As a Catholic 

community, we stand 

ready to serve all those 

who are in need. We 

value in a special way 

the handing on of faith 

and tradition through 

our Parish School, Reli-

gious Education and 

Christian Formation. 

We welcome everyone. 

New members are en-

couraged to call and 

register at the  Rectory. 

 

BAPTISM - 

Parental preparation    

classes offered 

throughout the year.   

 

MATRIMONY -  

Preparation for en-

gaged couples. Nine 

months notification 

before marriage date.  

 

R.C.I.A.- 
Meets weekly from 

September through 

Pentecost. Inquiries are 

welcome year-round. 

 

COUNSELING -    

Available to individuals 

and families. Make 

appointments through 

the Parish Office. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE 

SICK - 

Priests visit Mosaic  

Life Care Hospital on 

Monday, Thursday and 

Friday.  Can be re-

ceived at home any-

time. Call the Rectory. 

 

HOSPITAL VISITS  -   

If you have a family 

member or friend in 

the hospital who would 

like to be visited by a 

parish priest, please 

call the Rectory.  Due 

to privacy laws, the 

hospital cannot tell the 

priests who 

is in the 

hospital. 

Fr. Lac Pham, 
C.PP.S. 

THIS WEEK’S FEATURED PARISH MINISTRIES: 

 

ART AND ENVIRONMENT  —  Help decorate the church for different liturgical and major feasts  

and help take care of flowers in church and Gaspar Hall.  Contact Marilyn Beck at 279-8134 or 

by email: kmbeck79@hotmail.com 
 

SACRISTY HELPER  —   Help set up the vessels, liturgical books and altar area before Sunday 

Mass, funerals or weddings.  Contact Fr. Joe Miller at 232-8449. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING  —   Dusting and cleaning of church, normally on rotating Saturday  

mornings.  Contact Jennifer Juhl at 816-344-9477 or by email:  juhljennifer@yahoo.com 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:    
 

In Baptism, Christians believe they _________  with Christ so that they might rise with him. 
 

 a)  die          b)  eat           c)  go to Mass          d)  swim 
 

          **  Find the answer in this week’s bulletin. 

SCRIP CARDS  and  TRASH BAGS: 
 

Will not be sold after weekend Masses for now.  You can purchase them in the Parish Office 

Monday thru Friday, 8:00am—4:00pm.  You can also sign-up to purchase scrip cards online 

at www.shopwithscrip.com.  Call the Parish Office for more information at 232-8449. 
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VOCATION PRAYER 

In your Spirit, Lord, you call us to renew the face of the 

earth.  It is your Spirit who breathes your life into us,   

making us holy and giving us your peace.  Holy Spirit,  

give us gifts that enrich our lives with understanding and 

wisdom.  Send us forth in fortitude living joyfully in you.  
 

My Jesus, inspire the hearts of parents to instruct their 

children in the reality of your presence in the Eucharist 

through active participation at Mass weekly, worshipful 

reception of you in Holy Communion, and active practice 

of the faith at home.  May prayerful home devotions     

with their children include the Rosary and prayers for 

more priests who, through the sacrament of Ordination, 

consecrate the bread and wine into your body and blood 

at each Mass. 

 

VOCATION CRUCIFIX 

Sunday, May 30, 2020 at 9:30am Mass 

Ray and Debbie Heitman 
 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 at 9:30am Mass 

Dave and Nancy Swymeler 

WEEKLY COLLECTION  
 

We will not have Collection totals at this 

time.  We ask you to please mail in your 

contribution, or go to the website:             

sfxstjoe.weshareonline.org and click  Make A Donation. 

Choose One Time Donation or Recurring  Donation,  

pick an amount and enter your info. 
 

You can also scan the bar code 

to make your contribution. 

  
SCRIP SALES  —   

 

  For the previous week:  $5,000 

  (Amount SFX earned:  $193.79) 

UPDATE   —-   SFX SCHEDULE DURING CORONAVIRUS 
 

On May 30—31 we will open for weekend Masses.   

Those serving in Mass Ministries, and other volunteers 

have been trained to clean and sanitize before each 

Mass, according to the Guidelines from the Diocese of 

Kansas City-—St. Joseph regarding Social Distancing and 

other Health Requirements for the Celebration of Mass.   
 

The 9:30am Sunday Mass can be viewed on YouTube at 

SFX1891.  The 8:15am weekday Mass will no longer be 

streamed on YouTube since the church is now open  

to attend Mass, wearing a face mask and following  

social distancing guidelines. 
 

Let us continue to pray for the sick and for a cure for  

this virus. 

MASS SERVICES AND INTENTIONS 

WEEK OF JUNE 1  —  JUNE 7, 2020 

 

MONDAY, June 1 

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

7:00am  Sandra Huseth 

8:15am David Kelly 

 

TUESDAY, June 2 

Saints Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs 

7:00am Joe Fisher 

8:15am Catherine “Cathy” Madsen 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 3 

Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs 

7:00am Bill Whetsell 

8:15am Cindy Punzo 

  

THURSDAY, June 4 

7:00am Ann Omile 

8:15am Steve Swymeler, Jr. 

 

FRIDAY, June 5 

Saint Boniface, Bishop and Martyr 

7:00am Dennis Rhodes 

8:15am Catherine “Cathy” Madsen 

  

SATURDAY, June 6 

Saint Norbert, Bishop 

8:00am Dolores Fennewald  

4:00pm David Kelly 

  

SUNDAY, June 7 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

  7:30am Michael and Anna Riviello 

  9:30am Living and Deceased Members of the  

              Altar Society 

11:30am For the Parish 

   7:00pm Jenny Minnis 

GET THE WEEKLY BULLETIN DELIVERED TO YOUR EMAIL  
 

Go to parishesonline.com and enter the church name 

and city, state or zip code.  You can view the current      

bulletin or past bulletins. To have the bulletin delivered    

to you each week, click on the “subscribe” tab and enter 

your name and email address. For those unable to       

attend Mass  this is a way to stay connected and keep   

up with the parish.   

 

We will not have  

First Friday Adoration on June 5th. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  — 

 will start up again when the new school year begins.   
 

CONFIRMATION  —   

 for the class of 2020 will be scheduled for a later date.  
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP  —   

 has been CANCELLED for this summer. 

Janey Johnston, 

Dir. of Youth Ministry  

816-261-9585, 

youthminister@sfxstjoe.com 
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The WORD Among Us (Mass and Daily Meditations) 

for the month of June 2020 is now available for your  

to pick up near the church doors. Cost is $2.00 each. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  —  RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

We Are Never Alone 
 

My children want my help sometimes, and other times, not so much. I remember being a teenager and young adult 

myself. At times, I thought I knew everything. I didn’t need help because I was just so darn smart. Truth is, I needed 

to find my own way. I needed to stretch my wings and prove to myself and my family I could fly. I assume that is   

what is happening with my own children as well. It just seems so different now that I’m the parent. 
 

Human beings need help. We need community, and we need to rely on one another. At Pentecost, we reflect on    

Jesus sending to the Church a helper, the Holy Spirit. God interacting with us in this manner means we are never   

truly alone. We focus most of the time on the Spirit of God as the assistance we need, and we do need Him for sure. 

However, since it is that very same Spirit that turned us into “Church” from a band of people looking to carry on after 

Jesus’ ascension, at Pentecost we gained more than divine help: we gained each other. 
 

Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. We need to lean on the Holy Spirit to blow through the Church with 

a profound renewal. But we cannot forget that we have been given each other to lean on as well. We are a gift to 

each other, and together with the Spirit’s help, we are the Body of Christ here on earth. We must be strong and stand 

for one another. If we do that, this Pentecost will bear fruit that will be with us for many Pentecosts to come. 
 

                  —  Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

PUZZLE FOR KIDS 

 

 Enlarge the picture 

 square by square 

Mission for the week: 

 When I hurt others, I will say,  

 “I’m sorry. Will you forgive me?” 
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St. Francis Xavier School—The Difference is Inside! 

• Guided by Christ, we strive to become the best we can be. 

• Formed with Family, we carry on the traditions and legacy of St. Francis Xavier Parish. 

• Engaged through Innovation our students bring about a better future. 

• Children are Empowered to achieve beyond expectations. 

• Called to Lead, our students serve our community, nation and world. 
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WE ARE CURRENTLY ENROLLING FOR A FANTIATIC FALCON SCHOOL YEAR! 
 

Contact us to learn more about your Catholic school choice for an outstanding education!   

  St. Francis Xavier School has students from age 3 to 8th grade and we would love to tell you more!   

 

Call us at 232-4911 or email us at:  admissions@sfxstjoe.com.   The school day runs from 8:00AM---3:20PM. 

 

To make it convenient for your family, morning care starts at 7:15AM and extended care ends at 5:30PM. 

A few pictures from  

SFX School Year  

2019—2020 



. 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  —  ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

You can feel so small standing by the seashore. The vastness of all that is before you expands much farther than 

your eyes can see. What is happening on the other side? As tides continue to ebb and flow, what occurs as they 

come and go remains largely a mystery and the effects of their presence unknown in your sight. Yet, things are  

moving and changing as you gaze upon the water, as the thumbprint of their presence is left behind. The greater  

the wind and wave, the greater the effect. But even a gentle breeze leaves its humble mark upon the seashore on 

which you stand. The smallest pebble still makes a ripple in the great blue expanse of ocean waters. It doesn’t  

need to be big. 

 

You never know the full impact of your smallest gesture or simplest of words. A yes or no, agree or disagree, here or 

there, this or that can influence time and history in ways you may never know. The Holy Spirit is like that: fierce and 

torrential, and then almost still and silent, creating and recreating nonetheless. Coming as a gentle breeze or a gusty 

wind, God’s Holy Spirit continues to move over, around, and into the waters of our lives. The Spirit brings fruit and 

unknown possibilities to what we humbly bring with us and that same Spirit eventually brings all to fulfillment in 

Christ. 

 

The first disciples didn’t have much. They possessed simple faith and a willingness to go into unchartered territory 

with a love of their friend-God, humble offerings, and a knowledge that they were not alone. This allowed them to do 

amazing things with very little. Do you believe that you are being led and that you have a purposeful life? We often  

do not realize our value because we do not think that the little we have is good enough. How wrong we are! A little 

flour mixed with water and embraced by a prayer of blessing transforms simple offerings into the magnificent  

Eucharistic presence of God.  If the Holy Spirit can do such amazing things with these humble gifts of the earth,  

even more can happen with you. Don’t underestimate the value of the smile you gave a stranger, the door held  

open for an elderly widow, the listening ear offered to one who was lonely, the tolerance given to the wounded  

soul who is angry, and  the loving shoulder you offered as a cradle under the head of someone in pain. Modest  

gifts offered with love can be transformed by the Spirit into wondrous blessings you may never know.  

It’s Pentecost. Trust. You are not alone. 

 

Are you in need of car repair, home repair or remodeling, lawn care, real estate agent, medical care, financial  

consulting, or . . . .   See the advertisers on the back of our bulletin for a variety of services.  We have a few new  

advertisers too!  These advertisers pay the cost of printing our bulletin each week.  Please support them! 

HELLO FROM THE HOUSE OF BREAD FOOD PANTRY! 

 

We are open on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 8:30am until 10:30am.  During this time 

of COVID-19, we are not allowing clients into the food pantry.  Instead we provide a pre-packed 

box of food for each household.  Clients receive the box outside at the pantry door. 

 

Through Second Harvest, we cooperate with the United States Department of Agriculture’s The Emergency Food     

Assistance Program (TEFAP).  The federal program provides food commodities at no cost to Americans in need of 

short-term hunger relief.  The TEFAP commodities change every month.  For example, for the month of May, we have 

frozen chicken, frozen fish, cheese, frozen eggs, pasta, baking mix, canned soup, and other items.  We supplement 

the TEFAP items with foods we purchase through parishioner donations or with donated items.   

 

If you or your family need additional food at this time, we invite you to come to the House of Bread. We will be happy 

to help you.  This includes parishioners, family, friends and school families.   

 

We thank the many St. Francis Xavier parishioners and friends who have been helping us with donations!  It lifts our 

hearts to witness your love for others.  If you are able to donate to the House of Bread, we gratefully accept all help. 

We are especially in need of bar soap, toilet paper, canned fruit, coffee, tea and boxed cereal.  If you have questions, 

please call Martha Frank at 816-204-3108.   



.  BULLETIN DEADLINE:   For the weekend of June  6th/7th  —   Submission are due by Sunday, May 31st 

The Diocese of Kansas City—St. Joseph is committed to combatting sexual abuse in the Church 

If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:  
 

1   Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18), and 

2.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 

3.  After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a minor or  

     vulnerable adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman at 816.812.2500. 

     if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. 

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and  

their families.  Please contact Victim Advocate, Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org 

for more information. 

                                                       OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS                                             Page 7 

 

(TIP) TIED IN PRAYER QUILT  

 

The quilts are made for someone who is experiencing a health crisis 

and would benefit from knowing that there are those who are holding 

them in prayer.   

 

A prayer quilt is a simple, lap size quilt that is machine sewn together 

and hand tied. Each knot is tied while saying a prayer for the person  

who will be receiving the quilt.   

 

To request a prayer quilt, call the Parish Office at 232-8449.   

 

—   —   —   —   — 

**   a)  die.   Descending into the tomb and dying to sin is most easily seen when a person is dunked completely 

underwater in a Baptism by immersion.  Emerging from the water, the person is born again to a new life in Christ.  

Baptism by immersion, the most ancient custom, is obviously not used with infants, who have water poured on 

their head.  The effect is the same (see CCC, 628).  
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SCOTT HUDSON
SALES MANAGER

3827 Beck Road     |     St. Joseph, MO 64506

Office: 816.233.5200 Ext. 4422     |    Cell: 816.262.4092

scotthudson.reecenichols.com

Heitman Family, 
Parishioners

Home Owned  & Operated | Full Service Supermarket

          3225 N. Belt • St. Joseph, MO 

7014 King Hill Ave • St. Joseph, MO

TRANSPORT SERVICES

816-238-8000   www.midcitiesinc.com

Funeral Home • Crematory • Pre-Arrangement Counseling 

3609 Frederick Boulevard • St. Joseph, MO 
816-232-3355 | Since 1842 | “Caring in All We Do” | HeatonBowmanSmith.com

816-294-0129 
Weinmann Lawncare 

Bill & Coleene Weinmann
(816) 279-3224
3953 Sherman Ave. • St. Joseph, MO 64506

Please Remember 
St. Francis Xavier 
in your will and  
estate planning.

 

VAN VICKLE 
MONUMENTS, INC.

1717 Frederick Avenue 
St. Joseph, Missouri 64501

toll free 1-877-232-5882 • phone 816-232-5882 
fax 816-232-0977 • e-mail vanvickle@aol.com

Cathy A. Echterling, CRS
REALTOR®

Cell 816 262-0686
cechterling@bhhsstein.com
      A member of the franchise system of BBHH affiliates, LLC.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Scott A Murphy, M.D. 
R. Alan Watson, M.D.
William E Burr, M.D. 
Matthew E. Honson, O.D.
Jaimie Pfeifer, O.D. 
Angela M. Honson, O.D.
Drew Garwood, O.D.

5202 Faraon St.

St. Joseph, MO 64506

(816) 233-2020 or (800) 722-8177

610 Lana Drive

Cameron, MO 64429

(816) 632-3501

Dr. Bradley Moore, M.D.
Parishioner

816.232.8877

 
 
 

Fine Mexican Foods
• All Homemade Food • Fabulous Atmosphere 

• Famous Margaritas • Carry-out • Gift Certificates

906 Sylvanie • 233-4970 
(Open Mon. - Sat.) 
(Closed Sunday) 

 

         

IHP INDUSTRIALINDUSTRIAL INC.
   • Mechanical Contractors •

(816) 364-1581

TRAVEL
Going somewhere this summer?

INSURANCE
for Health Insurance Coverage Overseas

816-273-0123 
Todd Joe & John Joe, Parishioners

Mike Gertsema
CEO & Wealth Advisor

Nick Gertsema, AIF®
VP & Wealth Advisor

It’s not the way it used to be, It’s the way it should be!
816.259.5060  |  gertsema.net

1213 N. Belt Highway, Suite E  |  St. Joseph, MO 64506
Securities offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through CWM, LLC, an SEC Registered Investment 

Advisor. Cetera Advisor Networks LLC is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

Compliments of

Dr. Craig Mattox
 • Auto & Work Injuries

 • Family Care

805 N 36th St., Ste. C 
(816) 279-0700 
www.stjosephchiropractic.com

Catholic Books, Gifts, & Church Supplies
300-D S. Belt Highway - 816-676-BLESS

Catholic Books, Gifts, & Church Supplies
300-D S. Belt Highway - 816-676-BLESS 

5301 N. Belt Hwy5301 N. Belt Hwy
Parishioners and we appreciate your support

Colton G. Saunders, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor, Parishioner

3300 Dale Avenue, Suite 106 
St. Joseph, MO 64506
816.232.1205 
Colton.Saunders@edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

DICK’S  
HEATING & COOLING

816-238-1328
Dan Kendzora, Owner

Contact Doug Wolfe to place an ad today! 
dwolfe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5833

Missouri

CatholicMatch.com/MO


