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St. Francis Xavier Parish      
2618 Seneca Street, Saint Joseph, MO 64507 

       

Directed by the Missionaries of the Precious Blood Since 1890 
 

The mission of St. Francis Xavier Parish is to encounter Jesus Christ and bring Him  

to all through Vibrant Liturgy, Lifelong Christian Formation and Social Outreach. 

SATURDAY—SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 27— 28, 2021 PARISH STAFF 

Fr. Joe Miller, C.PP.S., Pastor 

Fr. Lac Pham, C.PP.S., Associate Pastor 

Fr. Bill Walter, C.PP.S. 
 

Parish Administrator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   John Lutz 

Parish Center Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ruth White 

Secretaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth White/Pam Evans 

 John Lutz 

Music Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Paul Hart

R.C.I.A. Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .June Stancliff 

S.F.X. School Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . Darin Pollard 

School of Religion Coordinator . . . . . . Nyla Bitunjac 

Bulletin Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pam Evans 
 

  

     Larry Runyan: President, Brian Ziesel: Vice President,  

     Beth Sterns: Secretary, Stephanie Wegenka,  

     Joe Marmaud, Roberta Seevers, Adam Miljavac,  

     Pat Dillon, Sherrel Coats. 
 

Kathleen Chastain

816-392-0011 or victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org 

Joseph Crayon (
 

MASSES  

SATURDAY:  (SUNDAY VIGIL MASS)  4:00pm 

SUNDAY:  7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am, 7:00pm   

(3rd Sunday each month 7:00pm Mass is in Vietnamese) 

                  9:30am Mass is streamed online at: SFX1891 

WEEKDAYS:  7:00am and 8:15am 

SATURDAY:  8:00am  
 

RECONCILIATION  

SATURDAYS: 11:00am and 3:00pm (or by appointment) 

—   —   —   —   —  

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION: 

PARISH OFFICE: 816-232-8449,  (Fax) 816-364-5174 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:   

8:00am—4:00pm, Monday—Friday.  Closed on holidays. 

SCHOOL: 816-232-4911 

HOUSE OF BREAD: 816-671-9473 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 816-689-4053 

BULLETIN:  bulletin@sfxstjoe.com 

WEBSITE: www.sfxstjoe.com  

EMAIL: parishoffice@sfxstjoe.com 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT:  facebook.com/sfxstjoe 
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This Week’s Reflection  -  February 28, 2021 
 

“God put Abraham to the test. … Abraham named the site Yahweh-yireh; hence 

people now say, ‘On the mountain the LORD will see.” (Genesis 22: 1; 14) 

 

Dear St. Francis Xavier Parish Family, 

 

When the 40 days of Lent are taken as 40 days of holistic therapy, we might be able to  

measure some changes in our physical, mental and spiritual conditions. Well, in what shape 

are we after 10 lenten days (counting from Ash Wednesday to today, the Second Sunday of 

Lent)?  If a discernable change is not yet detected, perhaps, we are still in the process of  

making adjustments, schedules to be modified and some religious and non-religious activities 

of ordinary life to be added or omitted. Or, maybe we are not quite in the grooves, yet, needing 

more frequent checks on emotional, relational and spiritual pulse. 

 

The first reading today reveals that on top of all other going-on things these days, such as  

pandemic and weather related issues, Lent throws us into a time of intensive struggles. We 

are struggling to maintain a reasonable balance amidst the monkey-wrenches flying towards 

us at any moment. We are struggling to satisfy other people’s needs demanding our attention. 

We are struggling to redeem ourselves realizing our blemishes and short-falls. If asked “how I 

am doing with the new year resolutions made just over a month ago, or how are the Lenten 

resolutions made a short while ago changing me thus far,” only a test can tell! 

 

We can’t help but at times wonder if our present struggles are God’s way of testing our faith. 

Or, are they the instruments of exercise through which we strengthen our faith? The pericope 

of Jesus’ transfiguration seems to suggest that the Jesus-model therapy – 40 days of desert // 

40 days of Lenten disciplines, are effective tools helping us in a gradual holistic transformation 

leading to a transfiguration like that of Jesus’. 

 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8: 31B) For, when and where we offer  

sacrifices God sees to provide (cf. Genesis 22: 14). 

 

Fr. Lac  

S aint Francis Xavier 

Parish has been 

under the spiritual lead-

ership of the Society of 

the Precious Blood 

since its beginning in 

1890. As a Catholic 

community, we stand 

ready to serve all those 

who are in need. We 

value in a special way 

the handing on of faith 

and tradition through 

our Parish School, Reli-

gious Education and 

Christian Formation. 

We welcome everyone. 

New members are en-

couraged to call and 

register at the  Rectory. 

 

BAPTISM - 

Parental preparation    

classes offered 

throughout the year.   

 

MATRIMONY -  

Preparation for en-

gaged couples. Nine 

months notification 

before marriage date.  

 

R.C.I.A.- 
Meets weekly from 

September through 

Pentecost. Inquiries are 

welcome year-round. 

 

COUNSELING -    

Available to individuals 

and families. Make 

appointments through 

the Parish Office. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE 

SICK - 

Due to the coronavirus 

pandemic a priest will 

respond on a case by 

case basis. 

 

HOSPITAL VISITS  -   

If you have a family 

member or friend in 

the hospital who would 

like to be visited by a 

parish priest, please 

call the Rectory.  Due 

to privacy laws, the 

hospital cannot tell the 

priests who is in the 

hospital. 

Fr. Lac Pham, 
C.PP.S. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:   
 

       At the Last Supper, which was the first Mass, Jesus not only instituted the Eucharist,  

       he also ___________ the disciples’ feet. 

 

         a)  washed          b)  healed          c)  smelled          d)  put sandals on 
 

           **  Find the answer in this week’s bulletin. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

If you are new to our Parish, we invite you to register:  

   —  Introduce yourself to Fr. Joe, Fr. Lac or Fr. Bill before or after Mass or  

   —  Come to the Parish Office (Monday—Friday 8:00am—4:00pm), or  

   —  Go to our Parish Website at: www.sfxstjoe.com, click on the 

          “About Us” Tab, then click on “Parish Registration.” 

If someone is in need of ANNOINTING OF THE SICK (in the hospital or at home), call the 

Parish Office. Due to the coronavirus pandemic a priest will respond on a case by case basis. 

The Ministry Schedule for March 2021 is on the table with the bulletins. 
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VOCATION PRAYER 

Jesus, you call us to surrender our lives into your care 

each day, just as you trusted yourself into your Father’s 

care.  You give us all the help we need to share your  

life with those in need.  Therefore, let us resolve to be 

thankful in all circumstances.  Draw us ever closer to 

you. 
   

Lord, we implore you to send us young Precious Blood 

priests whose interior lives of trusting submission to you 

is evidenced by their ability to draw your children and 

those in need into your merciful care. 

 

VOCATION CRUCIFIX 

Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 7:30am Mass 

Chuck and Patty Hayes 
 

Sunday, March 7, 2021 at 9:30am Mass 

John and Kay Mallon 

MASS SERVICES AND INTENTIONS 

WEEK OF MARCH 1  —  MARCH 7, 2021 
 

MONDAY, March 1 

7:00am       Louie Brandt 

8:15am       Soul of Antôn 
 

TUESDAY, March 2 

7:00am       For Young People Struggling with Their Faith 

8:15am       Ruth Punzo 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 3 

Saint Katharine Drexel 

7:00am       Dona McPheron 

8:15am       Peter Bui 

5:30pm       Charlene Slater 
                 

THURSDAY, March 4 

Saint Casimir 

7:00am       Respect for All Human Life 

8:15am       Bob Grable 
 

FRIDAY, March 5 

World Day of Prayer 

7:00am       Father Anthony 

8:15am       For Victims of Physical, Mental and  

         Social Abuse 
 

SATURDAY, March 6 

8:00am       Cindy Punzo 

4:00pm       James and Harriet Berry 
           

SUNDAY, March 7 

Third Sunday of Lent 

  7:30am       For the Parish 

  9:30am       Living  Deceased Members of the  

                       Altar Society 

11:30am       Hylan and Jeff Hiatt 

  7:00pm       Anthony and Ana   

 FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 

We have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Friday, March 5th, 9:00am—2:30pm 
 

Sign-up in Gaspar Hall this weekend 

  for one half--hour Adoration. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 9th  

7:00pm in the Parish Center, East side 
 

This is for parents who want a child baptized. 

Come even if you are pregnant (you won’t need 

a babysitter.)  If you have other children who have  

already been baptized, you are still asked to come, so 

that you may continue to grow in your faith, and help  

others to grow in their faith. If you have questions, 

please call the Parish Office at 232-8449    

~  ~  Please come wearing a mask.  ~  ~ 

Thanks to the generosity of our parish family the "Soup"er Bowl weekend sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 
Council 15126 donated 370 pounds of nonperishable food items to our House of Bread. Cash donations will be 
used to purchase Mac & Cheese, or pasta, or tuna at a later date. Thank you for your continued support.  



. 

HELP FOR THOSE OVER 65 NEEDING 

TO REGISTER FOR THE COVID VACCINE 
 

Currently, COVID-19 vaccines are available for everyone 

in our community 65 years and older. If you do not have 

a computer or internet capabilities and need assistance 

in getting yourself registered for the vaccine, member 

knights are available to help you with your registration. 

Once registered, you will be notified by email or phone 

text when it is time for your appointment. 
 

Additionally, if you do not have any means of transporta-

tion to your appointment, we will try to assist you in  

making it to your scheduled appointment time. 
 

Please contact one of the following member knights for  

assistance: 

                  John Bitunjac     752-8767 

         Ray Heitman      262-2112 

          Mike Violett       233-8509 
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COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF FEBRUARY 20—21 

 

  Weekend Mass Envelopes:         $6,063.00 

           Weekend Mass Plate:              557.50 

    Weekend Kids’ Collection:                  —              

                                          Utility Collection:                  — 

                     Solemnity of Mary Collection:     ____   _—__ 

                 TOTAL WEEKEND COLLECTION:        $6,620.50 

 

Catholic Charities Emergency Assistance Appeal: 

        $602.00 
      

    Total Parish Income from all sources 

                  for the week of February 14th:      $21,969.94 

(Contributions, Operational & Education (tuition) Income) 

  
SCRIP SALES: 

 will be in next week’s bulletin.     

 
If you are unable to return for weekend Mass, we ask 

you to please mail in your contribution, or go to the    

website: sfxstjoe.weshareonline.org  

and click  Make A Donation. Choose 

One Time Donation or Recurring  

Donation, pick an amount and enter 

your info. You can also scan the bar 

code to  make your contribution. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
 

Sunday, February 28 

5:30pm   Vespers in Church 
 

Monday, March 1 

7:00pm   School Advisory Council meeting in the Parish  

               Center Conference Room 
 

Tuesday, March 2 

8:30am—10:30am   House of Bread Open 

9:00am   Prayer Group meets in Parish Center, Conf. Rm 

6:30pm   Knights of Columbus meet in Parish Center,  

                 west side 
 

Wednesday, March 3 

6:30pm   RCIA meets in the Parish Center, east side  
 

Thursday, March 4 

8:30am—10:30am   House of Bread Open 
 

Friday, March 5 

9:00am—2:30pm  First Friday Adoration 

5:30pm   Stations of the Cross in Church 
 

Saturday,  March 6 

6:30am   Men of Faith meet in Parish Center, west side 

8:30am—10:30am   House of Bread Open 
 

Sunday, March 7 

2:00pm   Sacrament of Confirmation in Church for  

    students that have completed classes this school year  

5:30pm   Vespers in Church 

RCIA PROCESS   

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

 

 On Wednesday, March 3rd we will meet  

in the Parish Center, east side at 6:30pm.  

We will be talking about Lord’s Prayer.  
 

If you have questions, please call the Parish Office at 

232-8449.   

SCRIP CARDS are not being sold after weekend Masses, 

though you can purchase them in the Parish Office, 

Monday thru Friday from 8:00am—4:00pm. 

MEN OF FAITH 
 

will meet Saturday, March 6th in the Parish Center, 

west side, beginning with breakfast at 6:30am.  
 

The Pope has declared 2021 the “Year of Saint Joseph” 

and we will have an overview by Fr. Calloway who is  

leading the effort to honor our city’s patron saint in the 

U.S. Over the next few meetings we will get into the  

nitty gritty of what this special year can mean for us, 

both personally and in our role as citizens of our city  

dedicated to Saint Joseph!!   

Do you wish your prayer  

to fly towards God? 

Make for it two wings: 

Fasting and Almsgiving. 
 

       St. Augustine 



. 

St. Francis Xavier School—The Difference is Inside! 

• Guided by Christ, we strive to become the best we can be. 

• Formed with Family, we carry on the traditions and legacy of St. Francis Xavier Parish. 

• Engaged through Innovation our students bring about a better future. 

• Children are Empowered to achieve beyond expectations. 

• Called to Lead, our students serve our community, nation and world. 
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We are jumping for joy at St. Francis Xavier School!  Now is a great time to register for another year of high    

level, hands-on, learning!  No "body" will be left out.  Scholarships are available!  Give us a call and arrange a 

tour, 232-4911 or email: dpollard@sfxstjoe.com  

 

 

Tuition Plans: 
 

Active SFX Parishioner adjusted tuition: 

$2,400 first child 

$2,000 second child 

$1,700 third child 
 

Tuition for Catholic family not in SFX Parish:  

$4,200/year per child.  
 

Tuition for Non-Catholic family:  

$5,000/year per child. 
 

(Tuition assistance is offered to families who cannot afford this cost. Families can register for aid at 

www.smartaidforparents.com.) 
 

Registration fee of $200/child before May 1st and $250 per child after May 1st. 

Registration fees must be paid before any child is enrolled. Contact Mr. Pollard if you need to discuss a payment   

plan for this fee.  

Technology fee of $50 per K—8 child due at time of registration.  

 

*** Online giving sign up required: All members of St. Francis Xavier parish who receive adjusted tuition  

        MUST sign up for online giving to St. Francis Xavier parish.  



. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

 (for youth entering 9th through 12th grade.) 
 

—  We will meet on Friday, March 5th in Church at 6:00pm for practice for Confirmation. 
 

—  We will meet on Sunday, March 7th in Church for the sacrament of Confirmation. 
 

(Keep up with posts on the 2021 Confirmation Facebook page.) 
 

If you have questions, contact Janey Johnston at 816-261-9585 or email: youthminister@sfxstjoe.com  

“If you judge people,  
you have no time  

to love them.” 
     

  Mother Teresa 
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YOUTH MINISTRY   --   Look for start-up information in a future bulletin. 

At the BLOOD DRIVE on February 1st, sponsored by SFX Knights of Columbus,  

we had 39 donors and collected 42 units of blood.   THANK YOU!  

_____        ______        ______        ______      ______ 

 

a)  washed.   The Gospel of John doesn’t describe the bread and wine (Body and Blood of Holy Communion) like 

the other Gospels.  For John’s Gospel, the assumption is that everyone knows about the first Christians needed  

to be reminded that it wasn’t enough to just receive Communion if they didn’t follow Christ’s example of love and 

service for others (see 1 John 3:14-15).  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  —  RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

When Sacrifice Becomes Mundane 

It seems to happen every year, like clockwork: we drag a bit, as we enter into the second week of Lent.  On Ash 

Wednesday, we feel a bit like soldiers banging our shields, rushing into battle.  “We’re ready, God!” our hearts cry 

out. “Transform us through sacrifice? Your will be done!” 
 

But by now, these Lenten resolutions are no longer novelties — they’ve joined the ranks of everyday inconveniences, 

which somehow are the hardest to bear.  Because transformation, in real life, happens in inches, just as a battle is 

won slowly in the crash of one sword against another.  It’s not always a dramatic thing, to the naked eye.  It’s the  

perseverance in prayer despite weariness, or the continual denial of some pleasure even though there’s that nagging 

voice in our minds saying: go ahead, God doesn’t really mind. 
 

It’s a week when we all need a shock to the system — and wouldn’t you know it, this Sunday God gives us a double-

whammy of dramatic sacrificial scenes.  We picture Abraham, who also cried “Ready!” when God called, never  

imagining what He would ask: the surrender of his long-awaited son.  We see Christ himself transfigured, as God 

shows us what He is ready to give up for love of us.  
 

We must remain committed, persevering daily in acknowledging that everything belongs to God.  What we sacrifice, 

we simply give back to Him. 
 

If God is for us, who can be against us?  Can we still reply, “Ready!” when we hear the call of God? 
 

                 —  Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE:  For The weekend of March 6th/7th —  Submissions are due by Sunday, February 28th. 

The Diocese of Kansas City—St. Joseph is committed to combatting sexual abuse in the Church 

If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:  
 

1   Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18), and 

2.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 

3.  After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a minor or  

     vulnerable adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman at 816.812.2500 if the abuse involves a priest, deacon,  

     employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. 
 

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and  

their families.  Please contact Victim Advocate, Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org 

for more information. 
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LENT  — 

Lent offers us an opportunity to reflect and prepare for the Resurrection. At Catholic Charities 

KCSJ, we recognize that the things we promise to abstain from during Lent are luxuries that 

many people go without all year.  As you reflect on how you will fast, pray and give alms this 

Lent, please consider making your sacrifice one that will make a life altering change to the 

most poor and vulnerable.  For information on how you can help, contact Nancy Butters,  

Parish Outreach Manager, at 816-659-8266 or nbutters@ccharities.com. 

POPE FRANCIS INITIATIVE:  ‘24 HOURS FOR THE LORD’ 

There will be two hosting parishes this year within our diocese.  Detailed information below. 

Friday, March 12th — Saturday, March 13th: 24 Hours for the Lord 
 

8:30am March 12th to 8:15am March 13th at Cathedral of St. Joseph in St. Joseph, MO. 

Adoration in the main church, confessions in the back of church.  Starts after the 8:00am Mass on March 12th to the 

beginning of the 8:15am Mass March 13th. 
 

8:45am March 12th  to 8:15am March 13th at St. Thomas More Parish in Kansas City, MO. 

Adoration in the main church, confessions in the chapel.  Starts after the 8:15am Mass March 12th to the beginning 

of the 8:15am Mass March 13th. 

YOU CAN INCREASE PRIESTLY VOCATIONS! 
 

Join us for a Rosary, led by our chaplain, Fr. Malewski followed by the Serra Club meeting. The most Reverend Bishop 

Thomas Daly, Bishop of Spokane WA, Episcopal advisor to Serra in the United States will share Lenten reflections 

with us virtually. 

We meet at:  Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, St. Joseph, MO on Wednesday March 10th at 6:00pm in  

                       Marian Hall, lower level. 
 

YOU can Increase the culture of vocations in St Joseph by being a member of Serra club. 

WHY DO WE USE INCENSE AT MASS? 

The use of incense in religious ceremonies and worship is a practice that predates Christianity, and which is also 

found in many other religious traditions today.  Incense, which is made from resin infused with aromatic spices and 

oils, is one of those fundamentally human symbols that incorporates more than one of our senses, helping us to     

reflect on realities that transcend the everyday details of our lives.   
 

The use of incense in the Church’s liturgy — in    the Mass, as well as in devotions to the Eucharist and the Liturgy of 

the Hours — is inspired by the use of incense in the Jewish tradition. In the writings of the Old Testament, we hear 

about incense being used in the worship of the temple, and Psalm 141 asks, “Let my prayer be incense before you; 

my uplifted hands an evening offering” (vs. 2). The image here is that, as the incense gently rises to heaven, our pray-

ers also rise to God as something sweet and pleasant.   
 

Another ancient use of incense that has also become part of our Catholic tradition is the idea that when we incense 

something, it’s because it is something special or sacred. This is why the Book of the Gospel is incensed during the 

Liturgy of the Word and the bread, wine, priest celebrant, and congregation are incensed at the presentation of the 

gifts. To this, we can also add the incensing of the Blessed Sacrament during eucharistic adoration and benediction, 

and the body of the deceased at the end of the Mass of the Resurrection (the Funeral Mass). 
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