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St. Francis Xavier Parish      
2618 Seneca Street, Saint Joseph, MO 64507 

Rectory (816) 232-8449  -:- School (816) 232-4911 

Fax: (816) 362-5174     Email: parishoffice@sfxstjoe.com 

Website: www.sfxstjoe.com 

Fr. Al Ebach, C.PP.S., Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Lac Pham, C.PP.S., Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Bill Walter, C.PP.S., Senior Priest in Residence 

SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY (Sunday Vigil Mass):  4:00pm   -:-   SUNDAY: 7:30am., 9:30**am, and 11:30am   

3RD SUNDAY each month 6:00 pm, Mass in Vietnamese 

WEEKDAYS:  7:00am and 8:15am   -:-   SATURDAY:  8:00am  

**Streamed online at SFX1891 (YouTube) 

RECONCILIATION  

SATURDAYS: 11:00am & 3:00pm (or by appointment) 

Directed by the Missionaries of the 

Precious Blood Since 1890 

Mission Statement 

To encounter Jesus Christ and bring Him to all through Vibrant 

Liturgy, Lifelong Christian Formation and Social Outreach 

JANUARY 9, 2022—BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
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         All Are Welcome! 
Saint Francis Xavier Parish has been under the spiritual leadership of the Society of the Precious 

Blood since its beginning in 1890. As a Catholic community, we stand ready to serve all those who 

are in need. We value in a special way the handing on of faith and tradition through our Parish 

School, Religious Education and Christian Formation. 

Parish Office: 816.232.8449 

Office Hours: 

8:00am to 4:00pm, Mon.-Fri. 
(Closed on holidays) 

School: 816.232.4911 

Our Parish Staff 

Parish Administrator: John Lutz 

Administrative Assistant, Bulletin Editor, and 

         Parish Center Manager: Ruth White 

Secretary/Receptionist: Jerri Ann Daly 

Liturgy Coordinator: Regina Riviello 

School Principal: Darin Pollard 

Music Director: Paul Hart 

Confirmation Coordinator: Janey Johnston 

R.C.I.A. Coordinator: June Stancliff 

School of Religion Coordinator: Nyla Bitunjac 

Maintenance: Greg Kneib 

Custodial Staff: Maria Thomas and John Chavez 

Other Contact Information 

Parish Fax: 816.364.5174 

Email: parishoffice@sfxstjoe.com 

House of Bread Help Line: 816.671.9473 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sfxstjoe  

Knights of Columbus: 816.364.3449 

Bulletin: bulletin@sfxstjoe.com 

Website: www.sfxstjoe.com 

Diocesan Victim’s Advocate: Kathleen Chastain 

     816.392.0011 or victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org 

Ombudsman: Joseph Crayon  -  816.812.2500 

Sacraments 

Baptism 

Parental preparation classes offered throughout the 

year. Announcement of class can be found in the bul-

letin. For more information call the Parish Office. 

Matrimony 

Preparation for marriage is offered for engaged cou-

ples. For preparation, a nine month notification needs 

to be made before the marriage date. Call the Parish 

Office and talk to one of the priests. 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the Parish Office to request a priest to come for 

this sacrament. 

   Note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, a priest will 

respond on a case by case basis. 

Other Information 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.) 

R.C.I.A. meets weekly from September through Pen-

tecost. Inquiries regarding the RCIA process are wel-

come year-round. For more information call the Parish 

Office. 

Hospital Visits 

If you have a family member or friend in the hospital 

who would like to be visited by a parish priest, please 

call the Parish Office.  

Due to privacy laws, the hospital cannot tell the 

priests who is in the hospital. 

Counseling 

Counseling is available to individuals and families. 

Make an appointment through the Parish Office. 

Pastoral Council Members 

Rachael Bergeron, Sherrel Coats, Pat Dillon, 

Cayetana Maristela, Adam Miljavac, Roberta Seevers, 

Beth Sterns, Brian Ziesel 
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Our government officials will be presenting State of the Union and State of the State addresses 

during the month of January, so I thought this may be a good time to present a State of the Parish 

address. I will put my address into writing.  

St. Francis Parish is very much alive, despite the pandemic continuing to have a grip on the world 

and the local community. It is difficult to fully operate a church and school with ongoing concerns 

regarding the virus. We need to continue to protect the children of our school and the people of 

our parish. Hopefully with all the celebrations of our holidays behind us we can again return to caution and prudence 

as we return to post-holiday activities.  

Having turned the calendar to 2022 there are a few things which need attention. Thanks to all the parishioners who 

continue to make the effort to participate at in-person Mass and to those who faithfully participate virtually. We will 

continue to live stream the 9:30 Sunday Mass during the month of January, then decide whether to continue live 

streaming. Thanks to the people who have assisted with the available technology of live streaming. In the next couple 

of weeks we will also have the passing of offering baskets during Mass and resume bringing the gifts of bread and 

wine forward with the collection. With the return of these ministries we will need ministers to participate. An oppor-

tunity will be made available in the next few weeks to invite more people to get involved in the ministries at Mass.  

There also have been requests to resume former activities such as gatherings for coffee, juice and donuts on Sundays 

and invite the Mr. and Mrs. Club to begin meeting again. It probably is time to start activities such as the two men-

tioned, along with others, which may not have been brought to my attention. Again, people need to step up to volun-

teer to facilitate these various activities  

The activity to be addressed, which seems to be one that most pastors dread: fundraising. There will be information 

forthcoming in the next couple of weeks outlining the parish and school needs. I have shared a few of these in past 

bulletin articles. The two most pressing needs, and the two most expensive endeavors, are the deteriorating venting 

system in our Preschool and Kindergarten classrooms in the Parish Center and two of the air conditioning units in the 

church. There are also a couple of things in the interior of the church brought to my attention, which have not been 

attended to for many years: the lighting, the sound system, and the replacing of cushions on the pews and chairs, 

with the possibility of replacing the carpet.   

Besides the attention on the physical plant, we also need to address salary increases  for those who serve our parish 

and school. My understanding is that no raises have been given to our teachers and staff in the last four years. With 

this fundraiser we can hopefully provide raises and have the parish establish a fund to sustain raises for years to 

come. Yes, all of this may be ambitious, but if we want our parishioners to continue to develop and grow in faith we 

have to be good stewards by providing for the care of our campus and for the people of our parish.  

Fr. Al Ebach, C.PP.S. 

Fr. Al Ebach, C.PP.S. 

Pastoral Reflection 

 

Vocation Prayer 

You call us, Jesus, our Redeemer, to walk on the new, straighter, more level path you opened to the Father. 

Help us find space in our busy lives, room in our preoccupied minds, and gratitude in our hearts to grasp the mir-

acle of saving mercy and overwhelming love our God has given us. 

All-knowing, all-merciful God, send us young priests who live the compassion of your son, Jesus. Through them 

may we learn to understand our brothers and sisters who frustrate, irritate, or trigger reactions contrary to the 

example given to us by Jesus. Amen. 
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Mass Intentions for the Week 

MONDAY, January 10 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa 

7:00am  John Patterson 

8:15am Chris Clifford 

TUESDAY, January 11 

7:00am Kathleen Kelder 

8:15am Crystal Mahoney 

WEDNESDAY, January 12 

Saint Marguerite d’Bourgeoys 

7:00am Diane Davis 

8:15am Charlene Slater 

THURSDAY, January 13 

Saint  Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

7:00am  For Vocations 

8:15am Charlie Malita 

FRIDAY, January 14 

7:00am Sir Knight Robert “Wire” Grable 

8:15am Fr. Joe Miller, C.PP.S. 

SATURDAY, January 15 

8:00am Mary Ann and Orville Minnis 

4:00pm Rita Burns 

SUNDAY, January 16 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  7:30am John Rauth 

  9:30am For the Parish 

11:30am Paul Buckman 

  6:00pm For Those in Need of Our Prayers 

Janu-

January 5 

Bible Readings for the Week 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 9, 2022 

Sunday: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 / Ps. 29:1-4, 9-10 / Acts 10:34-38 /  

 Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 OR Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 /  

 Ps. 104:1b-4,  24-25, 27-30 / Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 /  

  Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

Monday: I Samuel 1:1-8 / Ps. 116:12-14, 17-19 / Mark 1:14-20 

Tuesday: I Samuel 1:9-20 / I Samuel 2:1, 4-8 / Mark 1:21-28 

Wednesday: I Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20 / Ps. 40:2, 5, 7-10 / Mark 1:29-39 

Thursday: I Samuel 4:1-11 / Ps. 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25 /  

 Mark 1:40-45 

Friday: I Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a / Ps. 89:16-19 / Mark 2:1-12 

Saturday: I Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a / Ps. 21:2-7 / Markd 2:13-17 

Next Sunday: Isaiah 62:1-5 / Ps. 96:1-3, 7-10 / I Corinthians 12:4-11 /  

 John 2:1-11 

It seems to me that we do not pay enough attention to prayer,  
for unless it arises from the heart which ought to 

be its centre, it is no more than a fruitless dream. Prayer ought to 
carry over into our thoughts, our words and our actions. 

Quote of Marguerite Bourgeoys 
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    St. Francis Xavier School — The Difference is Inside! 

• Guided by Christ, we strive to become the best we can be. 

• Formed with Family, we carry on the traditions and legacy of SFX Parish. 

• Engaged through Innovation our students bring about a better future. 

• Children are Empowered to achieve beyond expectations. 

• Called to Lead, our students serve our community, nation and world. 

Hello, my name is Laurie Keller. I 

am the administrative assistant 

and librarian this year and it is 

my first year at SFX. 

I am married to Doug for 17 

years and have two daughters, 

one here at SFX in 5th grade and 

my oldest is a graduate from SFX 

in 2020 and is now a sophomore 

at Bishop LeBlond. 

I was born and raised in St. Jo-

seph, MO and am a parishioner 

of St. Francis Xavier Church. My 

hobbies include spending time with family, attending NASCAR 

races, attending Comic Con, watching movies and celebrating 

Halloween. I really love Halloween! 

I am really excited to be a part of the SFX family this year. 

“Our Little Saints” 

Falcon Family 

Please Meet Two More 

SFX STAFF MEMBERS 

Mrs. Jaques 

Mrs. Keller 

Hello! My name is Jennifer Jaques, 

and I am excited to be in my second 

year at Saint Francis Xavier. I am 

married to my soulmate and life-

mate, Travis, and we have five chil-

dren; three girls and two boys, and 

one extremely adorable and spoiled 

dog.  

I am a life long student. I graduated 

from Northwest Missouri State Uni-

versity with a degree in Psychology, 

from Central Methodist University 

with a degree in Elementary Educa-

tion, and I am currently finishing my 

Master’s Degree at Northwest Missouri State.  

Prior to my teaching at SFX, I spent 16 years in the early educa-

tion field. 

The kids at SFX have been blessed with an amazing 

Christmas gift! Instead of getting a sweater or socks 

from their grandparents, 

they got a rock/traversing wall! Wow! 

Take a look at the new gym improvement. 

Thank you to the SFX Grandparents group! 
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Available at all the doors 

This Week at Saint Francis 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 

2:00pm—Knights of Columbus, PC Conf. Room 

3:30pm—Confirmation, PC East Side 

Monday, January 10, 2022 

No Events Scheduled 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 

8:30am-10:30am—House of Bread Open 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022 

No Events Scheduled 

Thursday, January 13, 2022 

8:30am-10:30am—House of Bread Open 

Friday, January 14, 2022 

No Events Scheduled 

Saturday, January 15, 2022 

6:30am—Men of Faith, PC West Side 

8:30am-10:30am—House of Bread Open 

Sunday, January 16, 2022 

No Events Scheduled 

COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF 

DECEMBER 25 & 26, 2021 
  

 Weekend Mass Envelopes: 6,747.00 

 Weekend Mass Plate: 1,316.62 

 Weekend Kids’ Collection: —– 

 Utility Collection: —– 

TOTAL WEEKEND COLLECTION:  $8,063.62 

Christmas Masses Collection: 5,904.00 

Total Parish Income from all sources 

for the week of December 20th: $18,495.10 

(Contributions, Operational & Education (tuition) Income) 

THE ST. MONICA CLUB 

meets at 7:10 pm in Our Lady of Guadalupe church the 2nd and 4th 

Mondays of each month to pray a Rosary for those away from the Catho-

lic Faith. All are welcome to pray for the prodigals we love. 

Text @saintmclub to 81010 to receive reminders. 

Stewardship in Action 

T. Jeanne Zuchowski 
January 14, 1930—December 24, 2021 

Billy W. Green, Jr. 
March 21, 1955—December 23, 2021 

Husband of Parishioner Mary Beth Green 

Through the sacrament of Baptism we welcome... 

December 25, 2021 

Lingijwok Emanuel-D, Liethijwoak Emanuel-D, 

 and Lyrumjwok Emanuel Gwat 

Children of Emanuel and Colita Gwat 

December 26, 2021 

Grace Linh and Nathan Hoang Nguyen 

Children of Brian and Kari Nguyen  

MEN OF FAITH 

The Men of Faith group meets on Saturday mornings. 

They are currently studying the Creed with Bishop Bar-

ron. Really great learning!   

All men, young and old, are invited. Come for breakfast 

and a short video and discussion at 6:30 Saturday morn-

ings in the Parish Center. 

BAPTISM PREP CLASS 

January 25, 2022 

7:00pm Rectory Conference Room 

PSALM 104 
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BULLETIN DEADLINES 

For the Weekend of January 15 and 16, 2022 —  Submissions due by: Sunday, January 9, 2022 

For the Weekend of January 22 and 23, 2022 —  Submissions due by: Sunday, January 16, 2022 
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The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual 
abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18), and  
2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 
3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable 

adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org if the abuse involves a 
priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.  

    

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their fami-
lies. Please contact: Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org 
for more information. 

Our advertisers found on the back page of our bulletin. 

PLEASE 

Our Christmas environment 

of red poinsettias and holy 

represent Jesus’ sacrifice and 

the ivy represents Mary his 

mother. 

As coordinator for art and 

environment for the parish, I 

would like to thank all of the 

families who helps prepare 

our worship space for Advent 

and Christmas.  

Our beautiful nativity 

scene again has been pre-

pared by the same family 

and friends for the past 

three years Our parish is 

so fortunate to have such 

dedicated group of people 

to design, prepare and do all the work necessary to make our 

worship space more meaningful 

Marilyn Beck 

Art and Environment 

Do you need firewood? 

If so, call Joe Hamera at 816-261-6325. 

Cost is $75.00 for a pick-up load. 

All proceeds from the sale of this 

firewood will be donated to SFX Parish. 

 Emanuel and Colita Gwat 

  Children: 

      Lingiee, Liethiee, and  

  Rumjwok 

To Saint Francis Xavier 

Coram Deo is an Eucharistic-centered Catholic group which exists 

to meet the needs of young adults in the St. Joseph area and to 

provide opportunities for spiritual growth and fellowship. 

Coram Deo is meeting on Thurs., Jan. 13th. Meet at Our Lady of 

Guadalupe parish at 6:10pm for prayer and food, followed by 

drinks at Mokaska! 

We hope to see you there! 

All young adults aged 22-35 are welcome to attend. For more info 

contact Ally Goetz, goetz.ally@gmail.com. 

Confirmation Class 
Meets Today, 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 
3:30 p.m.—Parish Center 

mailto:goetz.ally@gmail.com


   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Francis Xavier, St. Joseph, MO A 4C 02-0561

SCOTT HUDSON
SALES MANAGER

3827 Beck Road     |     St. Joseph, MO 64506

Office: 816.233.5200 Ext. 4422     |    Cell: 816.262.4092

scotthudson.reecenichols.com

Heitman Family, 
Parishioners

Home Owned  & Operated | Full Service Supermarket

          3225 N. Belt • St. Joseph, MO 

7014 King Hill Ave • St. Joseph, MO

TRANSPORT SERVICES

816-238-8000   www.midcitiesinc.com

Funeral Home • Crematory • Pre-Arrangement Counseling 

3609 Frederick Boulevard • St. Joseph, MO 
816-232-3355 | Since 1842 | “Caring in All We Do” | HeatonBowmanSmith.com

816-294-0129 
Weinmann Lawncare 

Bill & Coleene Weinmann

Please Remember 
St. Francis Xavier 
in your will and  
estate planning.

 

VAN VICKLE 
MONUMENTS, INC.

1717 Frederick Avenue 
St. Joseph, Missouri 64501

toll free 1-877-232-5882 • phone 816-232-5882 
fax 816-232-0977 • e-mail vanvickle@aol.com

Cathy A. Echterling, CRS
REALTOR®

Cell 816 262-0686
cechterling@bhhsstein.com
      A member of the franchise system of BBHH affiliates, LLC.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Scott A Murphy, M.D. 
R. Alan Watson, M.D.
William E Burr, M.D. 
Matthew E. Honson, O.D.
Jaimie Pfeifer, O.D. 
Angela M. Honson, O.D.
Drew Garwood, O.D.

5202 Faraon St.

St. Joseph, MO 64506

(816) 233-2020 or (800) 722-8177

610 Lana Drive

Cameron, MO 64429

(816) 632-3501

Dr. Bradley Moore, M.D.
Parishioner

816.232.8877

 
 
 

Fine Mexican Foods
• All Homemade Food • Fabulous Atmosphere 

• Famous Margaritas • Carry-out • Gift Certificates

906 Sylvanie • 233-4970 
(Open Mon. - Sat.) 
(Closed Sunday) 

 

         

IHP INDUSTRIALINDUSTRIAL INC.
   • Mechanical Contractors •

(816) 364-1581

Compliments of

Dr. Craig Mattox
 • Auto & Work Injuries

 • Family Care

805 N 36th St., Ste. C 
(816) 279-0700 
www.stjosephchiropractic.com

Catholic Books, Gifts, & Church Supplies
300-D S. Belt Highway - 816-676-BLESS

Catholic Books, Gifts, & Church Supplies
300-D S. Belt Highway - 816-676-BLESS 

ArmAn J. PArtAmiAn 
 ATTORNEY AT LAW

816-635-0868 partamianlaw@gmail.com
EstAtE PlAnning | Wills & trusts | PErsonAl inJury

Contact James Bradley
to place an ad today!
jbradley@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2655

Kristin Wilds
Rea l  Es ta te  Agen t
816-689-8555 

Of f i ce  816-386-4127
kristin@bluebridgerealty.com

Office: 816-396-5313

www.dmahoneyhomeloans.com

Member SIPC

Colton G. Saunders, AAMS®, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor, Parishioner

2610 N Belt Hwy 
St. Joseph, MO 64506
816.232.1205 
colton.saunders@edwardjones.com

LET US HELP PROTECT 
YOUR DREAMS.
Don Tolly, Agent 
Tolly & Associates Inc 
2606 N Belt Hwy, Saint Joseph, MO 64506 
Bus: (816) 232-8400 or dtolly@amfam.com

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE 
1-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH AMFAM.COM
American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life 
Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 010996 – Rev. 7/17 ©2015 – 14754511

We empower clients to make life's decisions on their terms!
We believe clients should understand everything that is happening with their money; 

it's not just about the investments - it's about the advice!

Book your complimentary consultation at: calendly.com/gertsemawealth

816.259.5060  |  gertsema.net
1213 N. Belt Highway, Suite E  |  St. Joseph, MO 64506

Investment advisory services offered through CWM, LLC, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. 

Are you turning 65  
and overwhelmed?  
Contact Todd to help you navigate 
and ease your mind on the many 

benefits of Medicare.

816-273-0123

We represent multiple  
carriers to find you the  

best plan to fit your needs

ST. JOSEPH 
FAMILY DENTAL

Dr. Kaitlyn H. Walters & Dr. Tim Prawl

3904 Beck Rd #110 
St. Joseph, MO 64506(816) 233-2672


