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August 23, 2020

From Father Timothy Cloutier
CATHOLIC MINISTRY PART 3: THE MINISTRY OF THE SACRAMENTS
In its Pastoral Constitution on the Church, “Gaudium et Spes,” the Second Vatican Council taught that “Christ is always present in the
Church … He is present in the Sacrifice of the Mass not only in the person of his minister [emphasis added], ‘the same now offering,
through the ministry of priests, who formerly offered himself on the cross,’ but especially in the Eucharistic species. By his power he is
present in the sacraments so that when anybody baptizes, it is really Christ himself who baptizes” [emphasis added] (n. 7).
This is the distinctive difference of Catholic ministry, the sacramental ministry working through visible and tangible signs the invisible work
of our redemption and sanctification. Salvation and sanctification cannot, therefore, rely solely on personal faith, because while faith
justifies a soul before God (see Galatians 2:16), the sacramental ministry of the Church actually applies the salvation in which we believe
and for which we hope at a specific moment, that moment being when the sacraments – visible signs of invisible grace – are celebrated
and received.
Personal faith, however, is still necessary and paramount for our reception of the sacraments to be efficacious. They do what the Lord
Jesus intended they do “ex opera operato, nisi obex,” that is, they accomplish what they signify, unless there is an obstacle to their
working, and that obstacle is either one’s lack of faith, or sin in the soul of the one who receives them. It needs to be said at this point
that, in the teaching of the Council of Trent (1545-1563), the validity of the sacramental grace in the faithful soul is not dependent on the
worthiness or not of the minister of that sacrament. He can be in sin or otherwise unworthy, but the sacraments are the work of the
Church, of Jesus Christ himself, and not of the deacon, priest or bishop, who are only instruments of the work that God alone can
accomplish through the faith of the one who receives them.
For this reason, the sacramental ministry of the Catholic Church constitutes a personal encounter with the humanity of Jesus Christ
through the material aspect of the sacraments. Christ has willed to use material, tangible, visible things literally to touch the believer with
his power. That is why the sacraments are received individually, and not collectively. Such was the encounter with the woman suffering
twelve years from a flow of blood (Mark 5:25-29); when Jesus restored the ear of the High Priest’s slave after one of the Apostles had cut
it off in the Garden of Olives (Luke 22:49-51); when Jesus made clay with his saliva to restore sight to the man blind from birth, applying it
to his eyes (John 9:6).

Scripture Reflections for Next Sunday, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time:
Jeremiah 20:7-9 True service of the Lord is like an irresistible “fire burning in [the] heart,” yet also comes with challenges and trials that will test one’s
commitment.
Romans 12:1-2 This pointed and powerful instruction by St. Paul should be the daily program and goal of every Christian.
St. Matthew 16:21-27 Christianity does not promise of a rose-strewn path to happiness in this world, but the challenge of following the Lord Jesus
through the crosses of this life to finding its true meaning here, and its fullness in heaven.

Baptisms

The parish community welcomes and
rejoices in the recent baptisms of
Emma Theis, daughter of Matthew and Tyla
Connor Theis, son of Matthew and Tyla

Baptisms

The parish community welcomes and
rejoices in the recent baptisms of
Vivian Kohn, daughter of Matthew and Shannon

Prayers for the Deceased

Please pray for those who have died, especially
Marlene LaRue, mother of Diane Martin, that she may
live forever with Jesus in the Reign of God.

Live Stream of Sunday Mass

The 10:30 am Mass will be LiveStreamed each week. We encourage
you to continue to join us this way for your health and safety.
Join us via this link: Maternity of Mary Youtube Page
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Faith Formation Registration is Now Open!

Registration for the 2020 school year is now open! All information can be
found on our website under the respective pages and
registration can be found at:
https://www.maternityofmarychurch.org/faith-formation-registration.
If there are any questions that you are unable to find the answer to
online please reach out to Austin at the Parish Office 651.489.8825 or
abusse@maternityofmarychurch.org

First Friday Confessions

The First Friday Confessions will start again in September, from
7:30 am—7:55 am . Please go to Door 5 for Confession. Daily Mass will
follow in the Church. The next scheduled First Friday Confessions are on
Friday, September 4th.

Thursday Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration has gone back to the full time
hours of 8:30 am –8:00 pm in the Holy Family Chapel.
Please remember to follow the safety guide lines.
Enter the Chapel at Door 5.

Parish News

Maternity of Mary Parish Council is seeking nominations for the addition of three individuals dedicated to service, community, and faith to join Parish
Council. We meet the second Tuesday monthly at 7:00 pm to discuss, grow, and shape our faith community. If you are interested in serving the parish,
having fun, meeting new people, and growing through service, please consider submitting your name for consideration. You may also nominate
someone else you feel would be a great addition to the council. All nominations are due by Monday, August 24th and may be submitted via:
-Email to barbaragrundman@gmail.com
-Phone call to the Parish Office 651-489-8825
-A note in the collection basket
-A letter by mail to the parish office - 1414 N Dale St. St Paul, MN 55117
All nominees must have been members of Maternity of Mary for at least one year. If you have questions about serving and would like more information
before submitting your name, please contact Anna Mae Marschall - grandma.mae@comcast.net or 651-484-0599
All nominees will be personally contacted and invited to a discernment night on Tuesday, September 1st at 6:30 pm.
New Members will start their two year term at the Tuesday, September 8th meeting.
For those who are willing to serve and participate in discernment night, please fill out the survey questionnaire.
If you prefer to fill out a paper form, one will be sent to you.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/nightofdiscernment.

Parish Council Notes from June Meeting:

Synod Meetings: The next meeting will be in January, 2021. The Disciple Maker Survey produced 130 responses from our parish. Barbara has been
attending the webinars and asks that one member from the PPC remains on the Synod Committee, and perhaps one member from different segments
of the parish.
Parish Life Subcommittee: This committee will allow for revising of the Parish Council Statutes, perhaps reducing the number of members needed,
and allowing the Council to focus on parish direction, finance, and consultation. Parish Life Activities would be the main focus of this group. This is on
hold until parish life resumes.
* Note PPC does not meet in July

Parish Council Notes from August Meeting:

School: Opening on September 8 to a 5 day schedule. Work will be done keeping students and staff safe with social distancing, disinfecting, and
wearing masks. Students will attend weekday Mass, details on how many students etc. are being worked out.
Parishioner Comments: Positive feed back on the 10:30 Mass live streaming on YouTube.
Pastor Comments: Maternity has had two weekends of Confirmations and two weekends of First Communions. Also several Baptisms and a few
weddings have taken place. Memorial Masses may take place for funerals for now. Parishioners are maintaining their contributions and even
contributing more for those still struggling financially.
Phase II of Public Mass: Working well with attendance below 50% and using safety measures. A “Drive Through” Donut Sunday is being planned for
the third Sunday in September.

MMSA School News
Meet Our Newest Staff Members
Meet our new 1st grade teacher, Miss Emily Wallrich.
Emily is a recent graduate from St. Mary’s University of Minnesota with a B.A in Elementary Education.
She has lived in the Como Park Area her entire life. She and 4 of her 5 brothers went K-8 at MMSA.
She continued her Catholic education at St. Agnes High School. “I am so excited to be back at MMSA as a teacher and
provide a loving, faith-filled and exciting learning environment for my students!”

Faithful Beginnings
At Faithful Beginnings Preschool at MMSA, our most important responsibility is to provide a safe, healthy,
nurturing and responsive setting for your child. This is achieved through a developmentally appropriate
curriculum that is an enriching addition to a child’s home experiences.
The teachers at MMSA agree that even more important than what children carry
in their backpacks, are the experiences they carry with them from their earliest
years for the rest of their life.
Please visit www.mmsaschool.org for more information or call 651-489-1459 to
schedule a tour.
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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Mass Intentions & Readings
Weekday Mass Intentions August 24-29
Monday
8:00 am † Adrian Vaske
Tuesday
8:00 am
Colleen Perfect
Wednesday 8:00 am
Veronica Schober
Thursday
8:00 am † Father Dave Otto
Friday
8:00 am
Colleen Perfect and Family
Saturday
8:00 am † Dylan and James Newsom
Next Weekend Mass Intentions August 29-30
Saturday
4:30 pm † Eugene and Ida Kraus
Sunday
8:00 am
Parish
10:30 am † Glen Hedrick

A Baby

A child is the very sign and sacrament of personal freedom.
He is a free will added to the wills of the world; he is something that
his parents have freely chosen to produce and which they freely
agree to protect. He is a creation and a contribution;
he is his parents own contribution to creation…
When men no longer feel that he is such, they have lost the
appreciation of primary things; they are preferring the very dregs of
life to the very first fountains of life.
G.K. Chesterton

Readings for the week of August 23:
Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/Mt
16:13-20
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn 1:45-51
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/Mt 23:23-26
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mt 23:27-32
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42-51
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/Mt 25:1-13
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab and 17 [cf.
15ab]/Mk 6:17-29
Next Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/Mt
16:21-27

Observances for the week of August 23:

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Bartholomew, Apostle
St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest
St. Monica
St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
The Passion of St. John the Baptist
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass and Confession Times

Daily Mass Monday-Saturday 8:00 am in Church - Enter through Door 2
Saturday Mass 4:30 pm Enter through Door 2
Sunday Masses 8:00 am and 10:30 am Enter through Door 2
Confessions: Saturdays 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm at Door 5
First Fridays 7:30 am-7:55 am at Door
Adoration: Thursdays 8:30 am - 8:00 pm in the Holy Family Chapel

Tithing

If you would like to mail in your weekly contributions to our parish
office: 1414 Dale St. N. St. Paul, MN 55117
For an even easier option: give online during this time of isolation.
Enroll via the online giving link on the parish website. Thank You!

Financial Blessings
Envelope and Plate Summary
Sunday giving + weekly tithing for week ending August 16, 2020
Envelope/Plate/eGiving Received
Envelope/Plate/eGiving Budget

$
$

9,860
13,000

Total Received to Date
Envelope/Plate/eGiving Received
Envelope/Plate/eGiving Budget
Fiscal Year Surplus

$
$
$

77,071
74,500
2,571
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The Giving of Treasure

Question: Why are Catholics required to give money to the Church?
Answer: Offering money and other goods to God and the Church is,
before all else, a statement of gratitude. We see this when we look
at how our spiritual ancestors showed their gratitude to God for the
gifts they had received (e.g. Genesis 14:18-20 and Genesis 28:1622). One of the ways they offered thanks to God was through a
practice called “tithing,” in which 10 percent of a person’s goods
(crops, livestock, money, etc.) were given back to God.
Today, the practice of tithing — giving 10 percent — is still common
in many Protestant communities, but it is not required for Catholics.
Instead, the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that, “The
faithful also have the duty of providing for the material needs of the
Church, each according to [their] own abilities” (no. 2043). This
means that, although we are not bound to practice “tithing” in the
traditional sense, we do share a responsibility to share our money or
other resources with our parish communities. Like our spiritual
ancestors, we give as a sign of our gratitude for the many gifts that
God has given to us. Beyond this, we also share our resources with
other Catholic organizations to help them finance their ministries, to
continue and grow their outreach to the poor and the needy, and to
provide just wages for their employees.
How much we give depends on our individual circumstances, but
since we share a responsibility for the programs, outreach, and
health of our parish communities and Catholic organizations, this
question gives us a wonderful opportunity to ask some important
questions about the quality of our giving and what our priorities are.
Remember, we are only stewards of our time, talents, and treasures
and as the First Letter of Peter reminds us, “As each one of you has
received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of
God’s varied graces” (4:10). ©LPi
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