








The Role of the Laity in the Catholic Church 
Even though not of the clergy, lay people in the Catholic Church are still expected to strive to embody 
the teachings of the Church and to share the gift of the Catholic faith; lay men and women should be  
active members of their own parishes and in the greater world. Lay people can act as everyday ministers 
of the faith, bringing the principles of Christianity and Catholicism to work, school, and home. 
 

Lay people can also take part in some of the sacred rituals of the Church by being altar servers, lectors, 
and lay ministers who can help distribute the Holy Eucharist during Mass and bring Holy Communion 
to shut-ins and those in hospital. 
 

As for clergy, their job is to guide, nurture, and guard the laity — the clergy is the shepherd of the flock 
that is the laity. 

Role of Catholics in Society 
 

Question:  
We live in a country that upholds the separation of Church and state. What is the role of  

Catholics in society? 

 

Answer:  
The role of the Church in the world has taken different forms over time, but the theme is the 

same. Be disciples in it! As the lay faithful — that is, not vowed priest or religious — we are 

called to live and love in the circumstances of our daily lives. St. John Paul II wrote a document 

about the laity. In it he wrote, “In their situation in the world God manifests His plan and  

communicates to them their particular vocation of seeking the Kingdom of God by engaging in 

temporal affairs and by ordering them according to the plan of God” (On the Lay Members of 

Christ’s Faithful, 15). 
 

God wants us in the hospitals, the board rooms, the law offices, the food pantries, and the little 

league games! We are to engage in the affairs of the world. But when we’re there, we should 

live the plan of God. We need to respect those around us, engage in just business and legal  

practices, and love our children. We should care for the earth, use our money wisely, and get to 

know our neighbors. We must advocate for social policies that respect human dignity and human 

freedom. No matter our state in life, we are invited to build the kingdom of God!  ©LPi 
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SERVING IOWA FALLS ELDORA  
& SURROUNDING AREA

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
 

 INTERIOR  EXTERIOR BARNS 
STEEL BUILDINGS & ROOFS

641-640-4798641-640-4798
Las Flores

Mexican Restaurant
336 S. Oak St. 

Iowa Falls

641-648-4844

Alison Brennan Alison Brennan 
Licensed Mental Health 

Counselor
814 Railroad 

Iowa Falls, IA 50126 
641-648-4010

 IAS
Innovative Building Supply ™
Lumber • Windows • Millwork 

Hardware Store
KEVIN BABCOCK, MANAGER 

641-864-2237 
125 North Michigan Street 

Hubbard, IA 50122 
www.ias.coop

Shop local!
Koerner Whipple 

Pharmacy 
641-456-2510 

Medical Center Pharmacy 
641-456-4146

ALISON STEINER, owner
311 E. Main • New Providence, IA 

641-497-5525 • rusticrose50206@yahoo.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Balloons, 
Gifts, Artificial Arrangements & More!

Steven E. Pearson
Certified Public Accountant

641-456-4829
State Farm Building

Hampton, Iowa

God has you in 
His hands.

We have you in 
our heart.

 
 

DIKE | ELDORA | GRUNDY CENTER 

REINBECK | WELLSBURG

Creps Chapel
Eldora, IA 

641-858-2181
www.abelsfuneralhomes.com

AUTO | HOME | BUSINESS 

INSURANCE
 641-847-3555

Auto-Residential 
Commercial-Replacement

Doors • Mirrors 
Glass Showers • Screens

1710 1/2 N. OAK ST.

Phone/Fax 1-641-648-9888

Dunphy Dunphy 
MOTORS • IOWA FALLS

641-648-4140641-648-4140 
754 S Oak St

For Your Better  
Bottom Line Deal!

Contact Terri Roe to place an  
ad today! troe@4LPi.com  
or (800) 950-9952 x5897

OLDE STYLE MASONRY  
Patrick Cooley 

P. O. Box 721 
608 Main Street 
Iowa Falls, Iowa

CALL OR TEXT 
479-212-3037
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“Dignity In Life”

• Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
641-648-4250

2320 Washington Ave. • Iowa Falls, IA
www.heritagecarecenter.com

Francis L. Pisney, M.D. 

Family Medicine

322 1/2 College 

Avenue

641.648.3202

Gutters Need Cleaning?
Call for a free consultation on which type of gutter guard will work best for you

                 offers Lifetime
 NO-CLOG GUARANTEE.

Steve Brekunitch, Owner
131 E. Rocksylvania Ave. • Iowa Falls

641-648-2755 or 1-877-965-9167

PAUL HOVERSTEN, 
D.D.S.

MICHAEL COLWELL, 
D.D.S. 

QUINN HOVERSTEN, 
D.D.S.

1907 WASHINGTON AVENUE

                    648-9364

K OF C
COUNCIL 5835
IOWA FALLS
MEETING 4TH

TUESDAY MONTHLY
6 P.M. KC ROOM

Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic 
Hardwood • Bona Floor Care

619 Washington Ave.
Iowa Falls, IA

641-648-2520

Local Dependable Service Co.

Mark Clarke
858-2459

Serving Eldora, Union, New Providence 
and the surrounding rural areas

641-456-5242
1219 Imperial Rd.

Hampton, IA
bburesh@bureshbuildings.com

www.bureshbuildings.com

BRANDT SEED
196 Franklin St.

Ackley, IA
319-240-9310
319-240-6858


