
CHRIST OUR HOPE 

MAIN OFFICE 

110 Commercial Ave 

PO Box 205 

Protivin, IA 52163 

Phone (563) 569-8259 

Office Hours:  Tues - Fri 

8:00 AM – 3:00 PM          

www.christourhopecluster.com 

 

Fr. Aaron Junge 

dbq166@dbqarch.org 

Evening Emergencies: 

563-534-7298 

 

DEACON Jim Zajicek 

dbq166D@dbqarch.org 

 

 

Office Staff 

Grace Arens 

Pastoral Minister 

Mass Stipends  

dbq166s@dbqarch.org 

 

Terra Kuennen 

Bookkeeper 

dbq166bk@dbqarch.org 

 

Sara Harrison 

Secretary 

Bulletin-deadline noon Tues. 

dbq166sec@dbqarch.org 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 

3038 Hwy 24,   PO Box 119 

Lawler, IA 52154 

Phone (563) 238-5004 

Office Hours:   

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  

7:00 AM – 12:00 PM          

 

Cathy Humpal, CRE 

dbq166ff1@dbqarch.org 

 

Teri Rosendahl,  

Director of Evangelization 

dbq166ff@dbqarch.org 

 

 

TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Mr. Jerry Brown, Principal 

Phone (563) 569-8556 

trinitycs.pvt.k12.ia.us 

APRIL 12, 2020, EASTER SUNDAY  

Holy Trinity 

Protivin 

Our Lady of  

Mount Carmel 

Lawler 

St. John  

Nepomucene 

Fort Atkinson 

St. Luke 

St. Lucas 

St. Mary 

Waucoma 

Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Little Turkey 

Daily offerings Tuesday—Sunday can be viewed at  

https://www.facebook.com/ChristOurHopeCluster/ 

 

-  Live streamed Adoration: 9AM 

-  Live streamed Mass: 10AM      (See Mass Intentions on Page 3) 

-  Live streamed Rosary: Noon 

-  Live streamed Saint of the Day: 1PM  

-  Live streamed Divine Mercy Chaplet: 3PM 

-  Live streamed Storytime at 7PM 

-  Parish church buildings will remain open roughly until sundown, please     

   go pray with Jesus! 

-  Confessions: by appointment 

-  Anointing: Call Father, either at the office or the rectory emergency line  

 

Updates can also be found on our website www.christourhopecluster.com 

All Catholics in the Archdiocese are dispensed from their obligation to attend Mass on 

Sunday. Public Daily Mass and Public Sunday Mass are cancelled, effectively  

immediately (dated: March 16).                                                     - Archbishop Jackels  



Sunday, April 5 – Homily 

Brothers and sisters we are, of course, in a strange time, and perhaps that's a good thing for us this Holy Week because 

we have a strange God. Because of the strangeness of the time I've been drawn this week in preparing for preaching to 

focus each of the day's of Holy Week, particularly of the Triduum and today, on different ways that God is strange. I 

believe that it's good for us to be reminded of the strangeness of God. Sometimes God, Christ who is the lion of Judah, 

is kind of domesticated. We try and declaw him and turn him into a house cat that fits our expectations rather than one 

who shatters expectations.  

 

Today I want to focus on the entry into Jerusalem. Because of the entrance ritual that the Vatican itself asked us to take 

if we celebrate Mass without the presence physically of the people we didn't hear the story of the entry into Jerusalem 

but we know that story well enough. We know the imagery, it's in our mind and it's worth reflecting on. I have to admit 

to you I've actually been thinking of it all wrong for most of my life. So this week when I began really preparing for this 

homily the Lord struck me with I think a new insight that relates to his strangeness. I've always fixated on the idea that 

here is this crowd praising Jesus triumphantly as they enter saying Hosanna in the highest and then how quickly they 

turn on Him. I've thought of Palm Sunday as this kind of mockery, this kind of silly thing that is a farce that sets up the 

darkness that's going to take place this week. Brothers and sisters that's not true, this is God's strangeness showing what 

victory following him looks like. You see, in many ways it is all about geography. So today if you were to go to  

Jerusalem you would see that Jerusalem sits on the top of a hill with a very steep valley going down into the east one 

way and then rising again the other. On this side you have Bethany, where this triumphant procession would have  

begun and you can walk down this side, the Mount of Olives, and get to the valley but you have to stop now at the  

valley because of the way history unfolded. In 810 the Islamic General Saladin walled over a particular gate entering 

into the city, so all you can do is stand in the Valley of the Mount of Olives and look and see this gate that would have 

gone into the Temple Mount. This gate is called the Golden Gate, it's also called the Gate of Mercy. What's so striking 

about it brothers and sisters is that if we were Jews we would know that it was that gate when the presence of God, my 

5th and 6th graders remember this was your extra credit question, that was called by the people of Israel the Shekinah, 

the presence of God seen in this great cloud. That one with them from Egypt, the Shekinah the presence of God, left the 

temple on the face of the Israelites rejection and sinfulness through the Golden Gate, through that eastern gate out of the 

east because of his rejection by the people, by the rejection of his law. So the people of Israel believe that when the  

Messiah came, when God returned, he would come back through that eastern gate, the Gate of Mercy. So he does, but 

notice where the Shekinah was this great manifestation of God's power, the thing that guided them through Israel, 

struck down their enemies, protected them, guided them, comes back having humbled himself as a man riding on a  

donkey. Those who get it, the children, the humble do praise him because they have eyes to see that whatever way God 

approaches us, he approaches with mercy to enact his victory. This is not some farce as I may have assumed, maybe as 

many of us have assumed, this is not some sick irony, this is how God accomplishes his victory. Everything that is going 

to unfold is a manifestation of God's power to save and his conquest over the forces of death. Yes, in his strangeness 

God approaches not displaying his power but riding on a donkey.  

 

God chooses to remain with us, not now as that manifestation of the cloud but he'll do so through the Eucharist and 

through his priests, as we'll hear about on Holy Thursday. He conquers not through the sword and political  

machinations, but through sacrifice and the outpouring of his blood. He rises triumphant, not to the eyes of all but  

hidden; only showing himself to those who ate and drank with him throughout his life. Nothing that God does is  

expected in this week, it is not how we would tell the story if we were talking about a triumphant God returning to save 

his people and to conquer the forces of evil and death. Yet God is strange brothers and sisters, and He is strange in his 

mercy. That's what I want us to look at today, it's a mercy that we would not expect. How do we think of God's mercy? 

If we were to take sort of a poll of the American sense around God's mercy, it's seen as a kind of permissiveness, “God's 

merciful so I'll do as I please.“ Even if we wouldn't say it that way, that's often times how it is lived out. But God enters 

in his strangeness and, yes He enters humbly so we won't be afraid of Him. But He enters, have no doubt about it, this is 

the return of the King, this is the return of God to His rightful place.  

 

How do we let him enter that merciful gate into our hearts? Of course I would hold out that great sacrament of  

reconciliation and I know that there is resistance, that we are afraid of it, we don't think it's necessary. ”Why do I have 

to go and confess to this priest?” There is the strangeness that God chooses to approach us, it is noteworthy too that  

Jesus rides in on a donkey and so sometimes the opinion of our priests may be a different word than donkey, but the 

same meaning. That's how Jesus chooses to enter and so perhaps brothers and sisters the invitation to us today from the 

Lord is to let God enter into our hearts through the Gate of Mercy as he chooses to, not as we would choose to have 

him enter, to allow him to enter through that sacrament of reconciliation. Call me or come to our drive through  

confession this Friday, let the Lord enter into our hearts anew, and perhaps maybe you've already done that. (Cont. Page 3) 
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Perhaps we have set aside those sins that are serious and so we're looking at our life and thinking: “This still is not what 

I expected, but this isn't what I expected for my job, this isn't what I expected for my family, this is what I expected for 

my health, this isn't what I expected for my parishes, this isn't what I expected for whatever.” God, through this week, 

shows us that in his strangeness nothing is outside of His reach. So he may be entering into your life strangely, even  

allowing the things that you've held so precious to be taken away so that he can establish a foothold of mercy through 

you. By the suffering that we bear, patiently, humbly, even joyfully, the cross is made present in our hearts, in the world 

around us.  

 

Christ enters strangely into the world through us and the suffering that we are willing to accept with him. If God had 

entered in triumphantly, power and glory and conquest as the people expected, what would we do with suffering?  

Instead by entering in with mercy through suffering, God makes suffering powerful by joining it to love. Brothers and 

sisters lets look at our lives and see where things aren't going the way that we want them to and perhaps there, instead of 

fighting trying to exert our power protesting and getting angry, of being accusatory we can see the cross planted right 

there. Jesus inviting us to stay with him, and let that Mercy, that love be extended through the suffering the embrace 

endure. Our God is strange, both how he approaches us in mercy and call us to things that we don't like, through the life 

of the church, her teachings, and the teachings of sacred scripture. Maybe by inviting us to receive that mercy in ways 

that we don't necessarily care to, through priests who are more donkeys than anything else, perhaps He is showing His  

mercy thru the cross, desiring to extend love through us.  

 

Today brothers and sisters we're invited to have the eyes of children, eyes open to see Christ entering triumphant, in our 

life in ways that we never expected. Recognizing that God does come, He comes to save us, He comes to transform us, 

to raise us up with Himself. He will not always come to us in the way that we expect. So as we go through the rest of 

Mass, as we go before the Lord seeking spiritual communion with Him, lets ask for the grace to be made like children 

again and see with eyes of humility, eyes that don't miss God entering into the Golden Gate, the Gate of Mercy. To 

save us, to set us free, to unite us to Himself. He hasn't left us, He won't leave us, but He will approach us in strange and 

even destressing ways, if we have the humility we will be able to rejoice and praise him as those little children did all 

those years ago. 

Question for Children:�When have you seen someone do 

a good deed for someone else?�

Question for Youth:�Jesus’ closest friends had trouble 

believing that the tomb was empty. Resurrection is        

surprising. What does Jesus’ resurrection mean in your 

life?�

Question for Adults:�Name one way or time when you 

experience the presence of the Risen Christ? Is it at 

meals? With those whom you love? At other times?�

https://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com �

REFLECTION 

Monday 

April 13  

Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 

[1]/Mt 28:8-15  

Tuesday 

April 14 

Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22 [5b]/Jn 

20:11-18  

Wednesday 

April 15 

Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [3b]/Lk 24:13-

35  

Thursday 

April 16 

Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/Lk 

24:35-48  

Friday 

April 17 

Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a [22]/

Jn 21:1-14  

Saturday 

April 18 

Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21 

[21a]/Mk 16:9-15  

Sunday 

April 19 

Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-

9/Jn 20:19-31  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
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MASS INTENTIONS APRIL 13 - 19, 2020 

These Mass Intentions will be celebrated by Father privately 

in his home. Livestreamed on Facebook at 10:00 am. 

Mon. 4-13-20 Priest Intention 

Tues. 4-14-20 Joseph & Rita Shatek and L/D Chris 

Kriener Family  

Wed. 4-15-20  L/D Alvin Smith Family and Emma 

McGrath 

Thurs. 4-16-20 Theresa Moellers and Helen & Joe Fencl 

Fri. 4-17-20 Vernice Reicks and Edna & Dana Reicks, 

Patsy Ondrashek & Cletus Blong  

Sat. 4-18-20 Bob Cuvelier and Court Queenship of 

Mary 1806  

Sunday 

4-19-20 For all the cluster parishioners 



Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Budget………….…… $  

Offertory $  

Total…………………… $  

Holy Trinity  

Budget………….…… $  

Offertory $  

Total…………………. $  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel  

Budget………………… $ 3,221.11 

Easter $ 1,115.00 

Total…………………… $ 4,736.11 

St. John Nepomucene  

Budget………………... $ 727.00 

Offertory $  

Total………………….. $ 727.00 

St. Luke 

Budget………………... $ 829.57 

Offertory $  

Total………………….. $ 1,329.57 

St. Mary  

Budget………………… $  

Offertory $  

Total………………….. $  

Flowers $  

Tuckpointing $ 500.00 

Picnic $ 150.00 

Thanksgiving $ 100.00 

Christmas $ 150.00 

           STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE APRIL 5, 2020  

Cluster Prayer Chain 

Please pray for Peter Kriener, Dennis Franzen,  

Evelyn Hruska, Doris Bouska, Linda Fisher, Lonnie 

Reicks and anonymous for depression. 

 

Let us pray for each other,  

and for a speedy deliverance from the evil of the coronavirus,  

for those who are sick or who live in fear of infection,  

for those who care for the sick and elderly,  

for those whose lives and livelihood are adversely affected  

by the spread of the virus,  

and that we might all remain calm and confident  

in God’s wisdom, power, and goodness.   

Pray For... 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             - 4 

The Catholic Daughters, Court #354 of Lawler is  

offering 2 scholarships to graduating seniors who meet 

the criteria. Please call Pat Zajicek for an application 

563-569-8257. The deadline to apply is April 15.  

 

Needed to hire: Someone to weed eat St. Luke cemetery , St. 

Lucas. Cemetery has their own weed eater. Job requires every 

other week to weed eat with the exception of Memorial week. 

See Chris Drilling at St. Luke Bank or home # 563-778-2308 

for further details. 

 

CD of A # 1806—April 13 Meeting is Cancelled 

 

SANCTURAY LAMP 

HOLY TRINITY - Raymond & Evelyn Kostohryz 

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL - Bob Cuvelier 

 

Easter Flowers / Decorations— Easter will be 

celebrated with a private Mass offered by Fr. 

Aaron. We will publish the names of donors and 

their loved ones, and the monies will be  

earmarked for next year. Thank you. 

 

All Journey with Christ, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 

and Sacramental classes are cancelled at this time. Contact 

the Faith Formation office with any questions. 

 

The Archdiocese of Dubuque has setup free access to 

FORMED.org, which has great resources to help form your 

faith at home. Parishioners can signup to get free access for 40 

days at: https://leaders.formed.org/dubuque.  

 

Remember your neighbors and those in care facilities  

during this time.  If you would like to write or send a card 

to anyone in a care facility, there is a list of our parishioners 

located in the mailbox with the bulletins, or you can contact 

the cluster office. 

People will not be in the pews this weekend, but God’s 

Church continues, His love continues, and our faith  

continues. You remain in our prayers. Please know we are 

committed to continuing the important mission of our  

parish at this time. To help us, I’m asking you today to  

continue your weekly offertory gift IF you are in a financial 

position to do so. You can mail it to the parish office, or 

consider using a special link the Archdiocese has set up  

specifically for electronic gifts (credit cards and debit  

transfers) to our parish at https://dbqarch.org/donate-to-

your-parish. All gifts will go directly to our parish ministry. 

When the electronic transfers are received from the credit 

card company it will be put in your parish's D&L Savings 

account net of the credit card fees. Those fees regardless of 

the card used is 2.6% and the Blackbaud Merchant Services 

fee of 26 cents per transaction.   

The Cluster Office is closed to the public; however, our staff 

is still available. They will be alternating days and times 

(unless there is a shelter in place order), so please leave      

messages at the office by phone or email, and they will get 

back to you. The bulletin is still continuing to be printed and 

copies will be available at the six churches.   



If you are planning on following along during Mass, above is a prayer during Communion time. It’s a beautiful and old tradition in 

the Church, spiritually uniting ourselves to Christ, even if we can’t receive Him physically.   (Artist: Tianna Williams)  
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Hugeback-JoHnson

Funeral Homes

New Hampton-Lawler-Protivin 
Nashua-Fredericksburg-Waucoma

888-201-3708

913 S.E. 14th Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50317

515-244-1930
Denny Schmitt–Owner (Protivin Native)

Four Wheel Alignment 
Complete Line of  
Ag & Car/LT Tires 

Shocks • Struts • Brakes 

HOWARD 
LENSING 

Spillville, IA 53168 
563-562-3880  

On The Farm Tire Service

Tax Preparation Service
n Accurate and affordable service year-round

n Experienced, trained tax professionals

n Convenient evening and weekend hours

n Audit assistance

New Hampton
641-394-3000

www.hrbtax.com/Michael_Babcock

Schluter-Balik
Funeral Home

Fort Atkinson, Ia
563-382-8651

Franzen SaleS & Service

Fort Atkinson, IA 52144

New & Used Farm Equipment

AGCO • GEHL • KRAUSE • MEYER 
NEW HOLLAND • RHINO • SIMPLICITY • WESTFIELD

Phone: 563-534.2724 www.franzensales.com

Feed & Grain • 238-7331

Fertilizer • 238-7331

Lumberyard • 238-2184

Office • 238-7421

1-800-742-4425

RIHA
AUTO SALES

RIHA
AUTO SALES

FORT ATKINSON RENTALS
FORT ATKINSON

563-534-7147

CHICKASAW MUTUAL
INSURANCE ASSOCIATION

Randy E. Nosbisch, Mgr.
641-394-2158 or 800-767-6447
25 W. Main, New Hampton, IA

SERVING YOU SINCE 1875

1-800-733-4014
Serving Winneshiek, Howard, Chicksaw, Fayette

Water Conditioners • Iron treatment • Rentals
Bottled Water • Salt Delivery

We service all makes & models

www.fashionfloorcenter.com 
Decorah, IA • (553) 382-9668 
CARPET & LINOLEUM  

CERAMIC & WOOD

For all your earth moving
needs, call Eric & Dennis
Rausch at 563-419-8221

or 563-534-2265.

E & D REPAIR
FT. ATKINSON, IOWA

Families Feeding Families

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527
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Don Dietzenbach 
563-547-2720

www.dondietzenbach.com

Blazek Corporation

Now Installing Drainage Tile

Call Us For All of Your

Land Improvement Needs

Phone: 563-238-7150

2205 S. Linn Ave.
New Hampton, IA JP

BUILDING SERVICE
Protivin, Iowa

General Contractors • Chief Steel Buildings
Commercial Buildings • New Homes

Agricultural Buildings
Jim Panos • 563-569-8530

Mobile 319-240-6729
 jpbuildingserviceinc@hotmail.com

www.kofc.org

 
  

Charity
Fraternity

Unity 
Patriotism 

For information & event planning 
call 563-203-0671

Protivin, IA 

     CLAIR CAROLAN
      PAINTING

FORT ATKINSON, IA
563-534-7187

New Hampton Electric
Everything Electrical - Since 1970

Commercial   Industrial   Agricultural   Residential

Duane Quirk, Owner
207 East Main Street • New Hampton, IA 50659

Phone: (641) 394-2187 

nhelect@iowatelecom.net

FARMERS MILL
PROTIVIN, IA

563-569-8201
Protivin, IA

Art’s Milling Service, Inc.
Protivin, IA • (800) 743-2965

Bus: (563) 569-8386 • Cell: (563) 380-8350

Plumbing • Heating • Electric
Protivin

(563) 569-8438

Decorah

(563) 382-3038

The Shady Rest Guest House  
& Shady Shed 

Vacation Home & Reception 
Venue 

1658 Hwy. 52 • Decorah, IA

   (563) 379-4132
shadyrestguesthouse.wixsite.com/shadyrest-guesthouse

CUSTOM MADE ROOFING, SIDING & TRIM
COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURAL • RESIDENTIAL

Cody Bouska • 563-380-3562 • Hawkeye

Boeding & Speltz 
Family Dentistry

Dr. Sara Wernimont

641-394-3016 
321 E. Main • New Hampton 
drboedinganddrspeltz.com

Dr. Barb Boeding Dr. Kara Speltz

Shop your Medicare Supplement with us!

Wayne 
563.568.1037 Regan 

563.568.1036

Schmitt Insurance & Associates

INSURANCE ASSOCIATES OF LAWLER, INC.
John Cuvelier  •  renee Throndson  

P.O. Box 89 • Lawler, IA

563-238-5131 • cuvy1955@gmail.com

James E. Hindt • Katie N. Hudek
 404 North Elm St.  123 North Main St.  407 Woodland Ave. 
 Cresco, IA 52136  Protivin, IA 52163  Riceville, IA 50466 
 563-547-3501  563-569-8363  641-985-2797

www.hindthudekfuneralhomes.com

CRESCO, IOWA

(563) 547-3901     Cell (563) 203-0675
John and Dar Skoda

Mon-Thur 9-5, Fri 9-7, Sat - 9-1 • Additional shopping hours available
billmyerfurniture@gmail.com • www.billmyerfurniture.com

Steve Maley and Tom Fye
Seed Agronomist

Dr. Don Foley
Chiropractor
Cresco, IA

563-547-5250

530 S. Linn Ave.
New Hampton 641-394-3151

Rehab to Home Specialists

800-668-3253
www.fencloil.com

  

2660 150th St. • Fort Atkinson, IA 52144 

“We Deliver Power and Comfort!”  
Promoting LED, Solar and High Efficiency  

Heating & Cooling Systems 

563-534-7012

Competitive Gas Prices

Quality Food & Beverage

336 S. Main St. 
Protivin, IA

563-569-8408

Your local expert
Insurance can be complicated. 
As your local independent 
agent, we’ll find you the right 
coverage at the right price.

Call 
Jerry, Joel, Jill, Lacy 

Rachel, Mike & Katie

Home, Auto, Crop, Life, 
 Commercial & Health Insurance 

641-394-2121
22 North Linn  

New Hampton, IA 

www.bankiowa.bank   |   Member FDIC

KAHN Tile Supply, llc 
“Customers Come First” at Kahn Tile Supply!

Tile • Dual Wall • Intakes • Septic Systems 
PVC • Hydrants • Plumbing Supplies

David & Jean Leichtman, Owners

2176 225th St • New Hampton, IA 
641-349-2809 • KahnTile@gmail.com

 
(563) 547-4811
712 2nd Ave SE Ste. C 

Cresco, IA 52136

Reicks Concrete
“For Quality Concrete  
at a Competive Price”

Mike Reicks • 641-229-6568 
The Good Stuff

(563) 382-2933

Decorah, IA

ROCK... DON’T BUILD WITHOUT IT!!!

SAM HAGEMAN
CONSTRUCTION
563-419-8544

Concrete, Building & Storage Needs

534-7356 
2678 118th St, Fort Atkinson

www.rauschconstinc.com


