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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING            2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
When King David was settled in his palace, and the Lord had 
given him rest from his enemies on every side, he said to  
Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” 
Nathan answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in 
mind, for the Lord is with you.” 
But that night the Lord spoke to Nathan and said: “Go, tell 
my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Should you build me a 
house to dwell in?’”  “It was I who took you from the pasture 
and from the care of the flock to be commander of my people 
Israel. I have been with you wherever you went, and I have 
destroyed all your enemies before you. And I will make you 
famous like the great ones of the earth. I will fix a place for 
my people Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in 
their place without further disturbance. Neither shall the wick-
ed continue to afflict them as they did of old, since the time I 

LITURGY GUIDE — Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Welcome to the Cathedral of St. Joseph! Thank you for joining us for the 
celebration of Holy Mass today! Please help us ensure safety by practicing 
social distancing and by either taking your bulletin with you at the end of 
Mass or tossing it in  the waste basket on your way out. Please do not 
return it to the stack of bulletins.  
 

INTROIT 
(At 9:15 & 11AM, the Introit is sung by the choir during the entrance 
procession.) 

first appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you 
rest from all your enemies. The Lord also reveals to you that 
he will establish a house for you. And when your time comes 
and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after 
you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom 
firm. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 
Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before 
me; your throne shall stand firm forever.’” 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29 
(Refrain sung first by cantor, then congregation repeat) 

I will sing forever of your mercies, O Lord; through all ages 
my mouth will proclaim your fidelity. I have declared your 
mercy is established forever; your fidelity stands firm as the 
heavens. R.   
 

“With my chosen one I have made a covenant; I have sworn 
to David my servant: I will establish your descendants forever, 
and set up your throne through all ages.” R.  
 

“He will call out to me, ‘You are my father, my God, the rock 
of my salvation.’ I will keep my faithful love for him always; 
with him my covenant shall last.” R. 
 

SECOND READING              Romans 16:25-27 
Brothers and sisters: To him who can strengthen you, 
according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long 
ages but now manifested through the prophetic writings and, 
according to the command of the eternal God, made known 
to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith, to the only 
wise God, through Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Please Stand 
(Sung first by cantor, then congregation repeat)  

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your word.  R.  
 

GOSPEL                 Luke 1:26-38 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, 
of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And 
coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with 
you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pon-
dered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will 
be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 

OPENING HYMN                      STUTTGART 
             Come, Thou Long –expected Jesus 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art: 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, Born a child, and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
(striking breast three times) through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; Therefore I ask blessed Mary 
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers 
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

Rorate caeli desuper, et nubes  

pluant iustum: aperiatur terra,  

et germinet Salvatorem.   

Drop down dew from above, 
you heavens, and let the clouds 
rain down the Just One; let the 
earth be opened and bring forth 
a Savior.  
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Celebrant: Pray brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and 
yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
R.  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the 
praise and glory of his name, for our good and the 
good of all his holy Church. 

OFFERTORY HYMN (4PM & 7:30AM)           LOURDES HYMN 
                                          Immaculate Mary 
Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing; You reign now in splendor 
with Jesus our King. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 
 

In heaven the blessed your glory proclaim; On earth, we, your chil-
dren, invoke your fair name. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 
 

We pray you, O Mother, may God’s will be done; We pray for his 
glory; may his kingdom come. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 
 

We pray for our Mother, the Church upon earth; And bless, holy 
Mary, the land of our birth. Ave, ave, ave, Maria! Ave, ave, Maria! 

him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.”  But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
have no relations with a man?” 
And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the 
Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also 
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for 
her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for 
God.”  Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her.  
 

HOMILY 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH            Please Stand 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
(bow here) and by the Holy Spirit  
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

SANCTUS 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST  
 

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON  (9:15AM)       

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus 
tecum: benedicta tu in mulieribus, 
et benedictus fructus ventris tui.                 

O Hail Mary, full of grace, the 
Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of thy womb.  

OFFERTORY MOTET  (11AM)        Ron Schallenkamp  
Ave Maria                                                              (1934-2018) 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus 
tecum: benedicta tu in mulieribus, 
et benedictus fructus ventris tui, 
Jesus. Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 
ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc et 
in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.                 

O Hail Mary, full of grace, the 
Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray 
for us sinners now and at the 
hour of our death, Amen.  

AGNUS DEI 
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RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
DURING THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC 
All Catholics who are properly disposed to receive Holy Communion (free 
of mortal sin) are invited to come forward maintaining the 6-ft. social 
distance spacing. The reception of Communion is always optional and 
never a requirement when attending Mass. If you are wearing a mask, it 
must be pulled down just prior to stepping forward to receive. If you are 
not properly disposed to receive Communion, or not Catholic, please do 
not come forward for a blessing at this time. This is simply to minimize 
contact and maintain recommended social distancing practices.  
Remember, you always receive a blessing at the conclusion of Mass. 

Copyright Acknowledgements:  
Musical excerpts reprinted under OneLicence.net, license no. A-720975 

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Gloria & Communion Antiphon © 2018, Jared Ostermann, reproduced with permission. Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.   

CLOSING HYMN         NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
                        Savior of the Nations, Come 
Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, make here thy home.  
Marvel now, both heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a 
birth. 
 

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God Was the 
Word of God made flesh, Mary’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
 

Thou, the Father’s only Son, Hast o’er sin the vict’ry won. 
Boundless shall thy kingdom be; When shall we its glories see? 
 

Brightly doth thy manger shine; Glorious is its light divine.  
Let not sin o’er-cloud this light; Ever be our faith thus bright. 

RECESSIONAL (9:15 &11:00)           Alma Redemptoris Mater 

Alma redemptoris mater, quae 
pervia caeli porta manes, et stella 
maris succurre cadenti surgere qui 
curat populo. 
Tu quae genuisti, natura mirante, 
tuum sanctum Genitorem.   
Virgo prius, ac posterius, Gabrielis 
ab ore, summens illud ave, pecca-
torum miserere. 

Nourishing mother of the Re-
deemer, thou who remains the 

open gate of heaven and the star 
of the sea, help the fallen people 

who strive to rise again. Thou 
who gave birth, to the wonder of 

nature, to thy holy Creator. 
Virgin before and after, From 

Gabriel’s mouth accepting that 
Ave, Have mercy on sinners.  

ECCE AGNUS DEI 
Celebrant: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the 
supper of the Lamb. 
R.  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  

COMMUNION HYMN       VENI EMMANUEL 
                    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who ord’rest all things mighti-
ly;  To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to 
go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s 
height In ancient times didst give the law, in cloud, and majesty, and 
awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse’s tree, free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust thy mighty pow’r to save, and give them vict’ry o’er the 
grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly 
home; Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to 
misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing 
nigh; Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow 
put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 



The 500 Club 
The third winner of the 500 club for December 2020 are 
Denise and Terry Ferrie. They will receive a check for 
$99 and we gave Father $430 for the Church. At the 
present time, we have 172 members. If you’d like to join, 
applications are available in the Parish Office. Our hope 
is to have 200 members so the weekly winner will receive 
$115 and father will receive $500 for the church. It’s only 
$5/month to join. Any applications received by Dec. 28 
will be eligible for the January 2021 drawings. For more 
information, call Verlyn Curley at 334-2305.  5 

CONTRIBUTIONS & OFFERING 
 

For a contact-free way to make  
contributions, scan this image with your 
phone’s camera to be directed to the 

Cathedral’s Online Giving page: 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Roles 
Daily Mass Reader— 
December 21-26 
 6:45 am Andrew Bartell  
 12:00 pm As Scheduled 
 
 

December 26/27 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,  
Readers, Altar Servers 
As COVID has created the need for a lot of substitutions 
lately, due to quarantines, underlying conditions, time 
prefrences, etc., we are going to attempt an online or call 
in sign up for Lectors, EM’s and Altar Servers for week-
end Masses (4pm Sat, 7:30, 9:15 & 11am, 4pm Sun). You 
should have gotten an email with the details. If you did 
not receive an email but would like to sign up for a par-
ticular weekend or timeslot, please call Laura in the office 
and she will be happy to assist you, 336-7390. 
 
 

Dow Rummel— Deb Radio 
Good Sam Center — No EM service until further  
notice 
 
Cathedral Bus — The Cathedral bus will remain sus-
pended indefinitely at this time. Health concerns related 
to the COVID19 pandemic are currently being evaluated 
to ensure the safety of both riders and volunteer drivers.  

Changes to Christmas Eve Mass Times 
In an attempt to take some of the pressure off of our busiest 
Christmas Masses, we have made a couple adjustments to our 
Christmas eve schedule, including the addition of  a Mass. 
Christmas Eve Masses will be 3pm, 6pm, 9pm and Midnight. 
Christmas Day Masses will follow the same schedule: 7:30am, 
9:15am, 11am & 1pm.  

Cathedral Parish Office closed for Christmas 
The Cathedral Parish Office will be closed on Thursday, Dec. 
24, and Friday, Dec. 25, so that staff can celebrate Christmas 
with their families. 

Items being collected for Advent Baby Shower  
It’s time once again to begin collecting items for the Advent 
Baby Shower. Below is a list of needed items. Please bring 
your items the Parish Office. New, not gift-wrapped Sizes 
Newborn Through 12 Months of the Following: 

Sleepers/Blankets & Bedding 
Undershirts/Onesies  

Bibs/Bottles/Diapers & Wipes 
Socks/Slippers/Booties 

Baby Care Products 
Hats/Jackets/Snowsuits 

Outfits/Baby Toys 

2021 Parish Calendars are now available. Be 
sure to pick one up! Located near the entrances. 

Advent 2020 Communal Penance Schedule 
 

As has been the case in recent years, there is no Communal 
Penance Service at the Cathedral during Advent. Other Com-
munal Penance Services in Sioux Falls are listed as follows: 
 

Sunday, December 20  Monday, December 21 
Christ the King, 2 pm  Holy Spirit, 7 pm 
St. Mary, 2 pm   Tuesday, December 22 
St. Lambert, 7 pm  St. Michael, 7 pm 
St. Katharine Drexel, 7 pm  

Readings for the week of December 20, 2020 
Sunday: 2 Sm 2:8-14, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 
16:25-27/Lk1:26-38 
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-
21/Lk 1:39-45  
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-8/Lk 1:46-56  
Wed: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14/Lk 1:57-66  
Thurs: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-16/Ps.89:2-5, 27, 29/Lk 1:67-79  
Fri: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/Acts 13:16-
17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96: 1-3, 11-13/ 
Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-
12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1-6/Heb 
1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18  
Sat: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3-8, 16-17 /Mt 10:17-22  
Next Sunday: Sir :2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 
128:1-5 or 105:1-9/Col 3:12-21 or Heb 11:8-19/Lk 2:22-
40  



 

Mass Intentions 
Mon, Dec. 21 • St. Peter Canisius, Priest, Dr. of the Church 
 6:45 am  Bryon Hills & Family 
12:00 pm  U Leo Williamson 
Tues, Dec. 22 • Late Advent Weekday 
  6:45 am  U Gail Engelmeyer 
12:00 pm     U Jeanne Enderson 
Wed, Dec. 23 • St. John of Kanty, Priest 
  6:45 am  Cathedral Priests 
12:00 pm   U Michael Rieff 
Thurs, Dec. 24 • Late Advent Weekday/Christmas Eve 
  6:45 am    Intentions of Celebrant 
  3:00 pm  Pro Populo 
  6:00 pm  Intentions of Celebrant 
  9:00 pm  Intentions of Celebrant 
Fri, Dec. 25 •  Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
  Midnight  Pro Populo 
  7:30 am  Intentions of Celebrant 
  9:15 am     Intentions of Celebrant 
11:00 am  Intentions of Celebrant 
  1:00 pm  Intentions of Celebrant 
Sat, Dec. 26 • St. Stephen the First Martyr 
9:00 am     Barb & Dave McCoy (60th ann) 
Sat, Dec. 26 • Mass of Anticipation   
4:00 pm    U Elizabeth Boik 
Sun, Dec. 27 • Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 7:30 am    U John Sears 
  9:15 am    U Elizabeth & Ernest Boik 
11:00 am        U James & Geraldine Irvine 
 4:00 pm    Pro Populo 

Sanctuary Candles 
 

The five sanctuary candles will not be used until 
Mass resumes in the Sacred Heart Chapel. 
 

The light of a candle is a powerful symbol for us. It 
signifies God’s presence and beckons us to remain 

present with him. Christ tells us, “I have come to the 
world as its light, to keep anyone who believes in me 

from remaining in the dark” Jn 12:46 
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Family Program on break for Christmas 
Family program and Confirmation classes will not meet again  
until January 10. Home lessons have been sent out for the 
weeks we do not have class. Please contact Abigail in the par-
ish office (abudan@sfcatholic.org) if you still need to receive 
them. Have a wonderful Christmas!   

 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Schools certificates/gift cards for sale in office 
Bishop O’Gorman Catholic Schools gift cards (which can be 
used at a wide variety of businesses here in Sioux Falls) con-
tinue to be available for sale in the Cathedral Parish Office. 
We are taking a break from selling after Masses due to the 
COVID19 pandemic, but encourage people to continue using 
the program to keep tuition affordable and teacher salaries 
competitive. Also, you can go online and sign up for  
MyScripWallet.com, which also benefits Bishop O’Gorman 
Catholic Schools and functions just like the gift card program, 
except that the “gift cards” are all digital and accessible on 
your phone with a scanner or bar code. 

Christmas at the Cathedral cancels live concerts,  
moves to online format & still on KELO Dec. 25 
The live productions of the 24th Annual Christmas at the 
Cathedral have been canceled due to the rising numbers of 
COVID cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in our state. How-
ever, you can still experience Christmas at the Cathedral in the 
safety of your home with your loved ones near (or far). A spe-
cial pre-recorded production of Christmas at the Cathedral 
will air on KELOLAND Television on December 25 at 6:30 
pm. This special production, “That’s My God,” will feature 
new stories and interviews highlighting the celebration of 
God’s incarnation into our human condition during times of 
uncertainty and crisis, much like we are experiencing today. 
If you would like more information about how you can secure 
a virtual code to enjoy a special production of “That’s My 
God” at your home or business before December 25, please 
call our office at 605-988-3765 or email events@ccfesd.org. 
All proceeds from this year’s production will benefit the Bish-
op Dudley Hospitality House and Cathedral of Saint Joseph 
endowments. 

Beginning January 1, 2021, 6:45am Mass will be  
moving to Wednesday thru Friday only 
Beginning in January 2021, we will no longer have a 6:45am 
Mass on Monday and Tuesday at the Cathedral. Our 6:45am 
Mass will only run Wednesday thru Fridays.  

Consider joining the Sioux Falls Serra Club 
The Sioux Falls Serra Club is currently recruiting new mem-
bers. Membership in Serra Club offers individuals a more per-
sonal and prayerful relationship with the seminarians, priests 
and religious. Please pray if you are being called to join this 
important ministry of support for vocation. If you are curious 
and would like more information about the Serra Club, con-
tact membership chair Jeanne Ranek at 605-339-2492.  
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Parish Office: 605-336-7390
Parish Office Email:  cathedral@sfcatholic.org 
Office Hours: 8:30am-5pm M-Th,  8:30am-3pm Friday 
Cathedral Church Hours: 
   8am-5pm Monday-Saturday 
   7am-Noon & 3:30-5:00 Sunday 
Weekend Mass Schedule  
   Saturday 4:00pm 
   Sunday 7:30am, 9:15am, 11:00am,  
 & 4:00pm (St. J. Bakhita) 
Weekday Masses  
   Monday - Friday 6:45am  
   & 12 Noon in Cathedral 
   Saturday 9:00am in Cathedral 
Confessions 
   Thursday 7:00pm  
   Saturday 12 Noon & 3:00-3:30pm in Cathedral 
   (Chapel if a Wedding is scheduled) 
Adoration 
   Thursdays 7pm-8pm in Chapel 
   First Friday of the month at 11am  
   in Cathedral 

Self Guided Tours 
1:00pm Monday-Friday (except Holy Days) 

 

Parish Staff 

Rector, Very Rev. James P. Morgan 
Parochial Vicar, Rev. Brian Eckrich 
Deacon, William Radio 
Deacon, Tim Dickes (Prison Ministry) 
Administrative Assistant, Laura Haatvedt 

Director of Operations & Finance, Heidi Solem 
Director of Liturgical Music,  Dr. Jared Ostermann 
Director of Faith Formation, Abigail Budan 
 
Counseling Services 
 

Catholic Family Services Counseling 988-3775 
Retrouvaille Help for hurting marriages 988-3755 
Birthright 977-4781 
 
Sacraments 
 

Baptism The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated for our 
parishioners on Sundays after the 11AM Mass. Parents must 
attend a Baptism preparation meeting. To schedule 
preparation, contact the parish office.  
 

Matrimony Six months preparation required. Registered 
parishioners, please contact parish office. All others, contact 
the pastor of your home church. For wedding information, 
go to www.stjosephcathedral.net, under Sacraments.   
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Please call the parish office to request the Sacrament if you 
have been diagnosed with an illness, in preparation for 
surgery, or in case of serious illness.  
 

Catholic Burial—St. Michael’s Cemetery, (605) 338-3376  

 I have noticed a general lack of enthusiasm for 
Christmas this year, due in large part to concerns over the 
Coronavirus. The festive mood in stores and shops – includ-
ing decorations and music – has not seemed that festive from 
what I can tell. Oh, nothing about it has changed, it’s still the 
same Yuletide decorations and classical Christmas music, but 
certainly people’s attitudes have changed. A Christmas at-
tached with restrictions, warnings and fear (real or unwarrant-
ed) has dampened the “secular Christmas spirit” for sure. Is 
that a bad thing? I’m not sure. Gloomy situations can often 
times carry a silver lining, especially if they drag out for a long 
period of time like the pandemic. When faced with pessimistic 
events or overwhelming odds, we always find ourselves re-
verting to what is essential and indispensable. We want to re-
capture what is real and true. Enter Jesus. Shifting our focus 
away from the secular to the religious can have the effect of 
restoring the true joy and grateful spirit evident at that first 
Christmas in Bethlehem. I’m reminded of the 1966 animated 
version of Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas. After 
he has plundered and ransacked every home in Whoville of 
Christmas cheer, the Grinch retreats to a safe, comfortable 
lookout point on his mountain to watch the reaction. He is 
surprised at what he hears and sees on Christmas morning: 
The Whos of Whoville gather together to do what they have 
done every Christmas – regardless of the fact that all the trim-
mings of Christmas have been stripped from them. Out they 
come to sing and give thanks for the true meaning of Christ-
mas. Although the explicit birth of Christ is not mentioned, 
the viewer gets the point. They still celebrate with gratitude 
and joy! It’s not about the stuff! One doesn’t need the trap-
pings of the secular version of Christmas to experience the 
wonderment of its true meaning! God enters our world in 
order to reassure us of his love and care for us. Redemption is 
at hand! The Whos got it…and so can we, as we continue to 
journey and pray during this last week of Advent. Some weeks 
ago the media – local as well as national – reported that 
Christmas tree sales were going through the roof, and that 
merchants were running short of real trees to sell. Where is 
Clark Griswold with his chainsaw when you need himJ  Con-
ventional wisdom aside, it could be a sign that – albeit the 
pandemic will force smaller gatherings – families will be 
spending quality time together this Christmas. Maybe even 
directing their attention, more, to the true meaning of the day 
and the season, regardless of a pandemic changing the rules. 
Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ…not even a 
pandemic. To You and Yours…a very blessed Christmas with 
Jesus this year! 
 

Fr. James Morgan 

Due to adjusted bulletin deadlines for the upcoming holidays, 
the reporting of collection amounts will be delayed. 
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Kimberly K. Elenkiwich 
Piano Lessons

605.691.9168      Give the gift of music!

Hagen
Chiropractic

Dr. Mark Hagen

605-361-OUCH

Jim myers
Accredited  

Estate Planner 

336-3700
Trusts, Wills & Probate-Elder Law

FRED THE FIXER INC.
Locksmiths Since 1911 

Complete Sales & Service
Commercial • Residential • Automotive 

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00
334-5411

Showroom Located at 309 S. Lincoln Ave.

582-6325

SPLITROCK
LANDSCAPE & NURSERY

www.splitrocklandscapingnursery.com
COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICE

SINCE 1976
SPECIALIZING IN LARGE TREES

I-90 & EXIT 402 (1 MI. N TO 259TH ST, THEN 1 3/4 MI. E)
47975 259th St., Brandon, SD

Barnett Vision Clinic
605-335-7757

www.barnettvisionclinic.com 
Dr. James Barnett Sr. & Dr. James Barnett Jr.  

“Your Vision Health is Our Focus”

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
Design/Build Services      335-6000

Sioux Falls Office:
at Woodlawn Cemetery
2001 S. Cliff Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
Cell: (605) 359-4360
www.rauschgranite.com
Toll: 800-594-9432

DOUG FREDERICK
Sales Representative

Four Generations of Excellence

525 N. Kiwanis Ave. • Sioux Falls, SD 
605.336.2897 • www.kwunlimited.com

BROTHERS AUTO SALES
2100 W. 12 th Street (605) 331-3595

www.brothersautoonline.com

Commercial, Industrial & Residential 
Wiring * Data Cabling

24 Hour Emergency Service 
338-6586

Matt Pepper   Darin Corcoran
57th & Minnesota Ave. • 334-9640

Downtown - Miller West 
Hartford - Miller South

Celebrating Life!
507 S. Main Avenue 

336-2640

CONSTRUCTION
Commercial & Residential • Free Estimates

605-366-5887 
DSConstruction58@hotmail.com

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

764-9517
www.jimwoodsroofing.com

Bat problems? 
No problem!

Jim Woods        est. in 2002 
founder & owner        parishioner

nice & friendly bat removal service 

Affordable Housing for people
55 and Older 

Elevator, Utilities Included,
Washer & Dryer Included

Pettigrew/Cathedral Heights Apartments

605-929-1080

LA TAPATIA
MEXICAN STORE 

Food, Burritos & Tacos.  Baptismal Clothing & First Communion 
Latin American Products. Meat Products

Send Money to All World.  La Tapatia Welcomes You.
615 W 11th St,  Sioux Falls, SD • 605-338-1697

605-271-4055 • 3709 S. Grange Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

“Fall in love with your house again”
VOTED LOCAL BEST  
8 YEARS IN A ROW!

Judy Kent Judy@CleaningByJudy.com 
605-359-3735 www.CleaningByJudy.com

www.stmichaelcemeterysf.com
3001 N Cliff Ave | Sioux Falls, SD, 57104

H&R Roofing 
 and Sheet Metal
27491 471st Ave 
Harrisburg, SD
(605)368-2148

Kevin & Carla Dandurand, Owners
Phone (605) 532-5271 • Toll Free (800) 446-2779 
Fax (605) 532-3599

Kettle Potato Chips • Sunflower Seeds • Sunflower Kernels • Pretzels • Essential 

Kravings

Dakota Style FooDS, inc. 
PO Box 220 • 211 Industrial Drive 

Clark, SD 57225
www.dakotastyle.com

Meetings 2nd Tuesday of Month 7pm in Parish Hall   
For Membership Call Kurtis Nelson (605) 231-0345

Now Accepting New Patients 
Most Insurance Taken including Medicaid 

Walk-ins Welcome 
willowcreek@cddentistry.com 

willowcreeekdentalsd.com 
(605) 331-5656

Located in the Willow Creek Prof. Bldg.
Sioux Falls

Buffet Every day • Delivery
Pick Up Window • Catering

3809 E. 10th St.
275-9777

Any 2 Medium Pizzas only $17.99

Contact Mike Metivier to place an ad today! 
mmetivier@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6632

605.335.6557 | ogknights.org

 
Parishioner  
Owner and  

Monument Consultant

605.987.5911
www.paulsonmonuments.com

Laura Rutten-Woods

712 S Minnesota Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD, 57104 

(605) 271-2013 • (605) 274- 2282

605-389-5954
Wed-Th 4-10 | Fri 4-12 | Sat 12-12 | Sun 12-8


