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FIRST READING               1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
 
The LORD said to Samuel: "Fill your horn with oil, and be on 
your way. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have 
chosen my king from among his sons." 
As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at 
Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is here 
before him."  
But the LORD said to Samuel: "Do not judge from his 
appearance or from his lofty stature, because I have rejected 
him. Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the 
appearance but the LORD looks into the heart." 
In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, 
but Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any one 
of these." 
Then Samuel asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" 
Jesse replied, "There is still the youngest, who is tending the 
sheep." 
Samuel said to Jesse, "Send for him; we will not begin the 
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LITURGY GUIDE - March 19, 2023 
 The Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Welcome to the Cathedral of St. Joseph and thank you for 
joining us for the celebration of Holy Mass today!                            
Please, silence your cell phones and refrain from eating, 
drinking or chewing gum in the Cathedral. Help keep our 
Cathedral tidy by utilizing the waste baskets found near the 
main entrances.                                                                                                       
Please, do not take pictures during the Mass celebration.                                       
You are welcome to take pictures after Mass.  

OPENING HYMN (4:00 AM & 7:30 AM)       DARWALL’S 148TH    
731                                                 Rejoice, the Lord is King 
 
PENITENTIAL ACT 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
(striking breast three times) through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; Therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-
Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

Laetare Jerusalem: et conventum 
facite omnes qui diligitis eam: 
gaudete cum laetitia, qui in tristitia 
fuistis: ut exsultetis, et satiemini ab 
uberibus consolationis vestrae .  
(Verse) Laetatus sum in his quae 
dicta sunt mihi: In domum Domini 
ibimus 

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who 
love her.  Be joyful, all who 

were in mourning; exult and be 
satisfied at her consoling 

breast.   (Verse) I rejoiced 
when it was said unto me: “Let 

us go to the house of the 
Lord.”  

INTROIT - (AT 9:15 AM  & 11:00 AM THE ENTRANCE PROCESSION IS 
ACCOMPANIED BY THE INTROIT SUNG BY THE CHOIR) 

                                                                                               
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

sacrificial banquet until he arrives here." 
Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. He was 
ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid 
appearance. 
The LORD said, "There—anoint him, for this is the one!" 
Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in 
the presence of his brothers; and from that day on, the spirit 
of the LORD rushed upon David.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                     Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
(Refrain sung first by cantor, then congregation repeat)  

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh 
and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near 
restful waters he leads me; he revives my soul. Ɍ 
 
He guides me along the right path, for the sake of his name. 
Though I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death, no 
evil would I fear, for you are with me. Your crook and your 
staff will give me comfort. Ɍ 
 
You have prepared a table before me in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. Ɍ 
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for length of days 
unending. Ɍ 
 
SECOND READING                                      Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light, for light produces every kind of 
goodness and righteousness and truth. Try to learn what is 
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless works of 
darkness; rather expose them, for it is shameful even to 
mention the things done by them in secret; but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that 
becomes visible is light. 
Therefore, it says: "Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ will give you light."  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           Please Stand 
(Sung first by cantor, then congregation repeat)   

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life.   R   
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PROFESSION OF FAITH           Please Stand 
 
I believe in one God,  
the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
(bow here) and by the Holy Spirit  
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

GOSPEL                             John 9:1-41 
 
As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His 
disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?" 
Jesus answered, "Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so 
that the works of God might be made visible through him. 
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is 
day. Night is coming when no one can work. While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world." 
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay 
with the saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to 
him, "Go wash in the Pool of Siloam" —which means Sent—
So he went and washed, and came back able to see. 
His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar 
said, "Isn't this the one who used to sit and beg?" Some said, 
"It is, " but others said, "No, he just looks like him." He said, 
"I am." So they said to him, "How were your eyes opened?" 
He replied, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my 
eyes and told me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' So I went there 
and washed and was able to see." And they said to him, 
"Where is he?" He said, "I don't know." 
They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. 
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. 
So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 
He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and 
now I can see." 
So some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, 
because he does not keep the sabbath." But others said, "How 
can a sinful man do such signs?" And there was a division 
among them. So they said to the blind man again, "What do 
you have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?" He 
said, "He is a prophet." 
Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 
gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the one 
who had gained his sight. They asked them, "Is this your son, 
who you say was born blind? How does he now see?" His 
parents answered and said, "We know that this is our son and 
that he was born blind. We do not know how he sees now, 
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; 
he can speak for himself." 
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for 
the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him 
as the Christ, he would be expelled from the synagogue. For 
this reason his parents said, "He is of age; question him." 
So a second time they called the man who had been blind and 
said to him, "Give God the praise! We know that this man is a 
sinner." 
He replied, "If he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do 
know is that I was blind and now I see." 
So they said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?" 
He answered them, "I told you already and you did not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become 
his disciples, too?" They ridiculed him and said, "You are that 
man's disciple; we are disciples of Moses! We know that God 
spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this one is from." 

The man answered and said to them, "This is what is so 
amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he 
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to 
sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to 
him. It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. If this man were not from God, he would 
not be able to do anything."                                                                
They answered and said to him, "You were born totally in sin, 
and are you trying to teach us?"  
Then they threw him out. 
When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found 
him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 
He answered and said, "Who is he, sir, that I may believe in 
him?"  
Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, the one speaking with 
you is he." 
He said, "I do believe, Lord," and he worshiped him. Then 
Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment, so that those 
who do not see might see, and those who do see might 
become blind." Some of the Pharisees who were with him 
heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not also blind, are 
we?" 
Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; 
but now you are saying, 'We see,' so your sin remains.  
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OFFERTORY HYMN (4 PM & 7:30 AM)                 ST. COLUMBA 
784                                                              The King of Love 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST  
PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND GIFTS 

CLOSING HYMN                                                   ST. ELIZABETH 
519                                            Fairest Lord Jesus 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All Catholics who have prepared themselves to 
receive Holy Communion are invited to come 
forward. Our brothers and sisters of other faiths are 
invited to approach with arms crossed over the 
chest to signal their desire to receive a blessing. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING                                          SLANE 
622                                              Lord of All Hopefulness 

ECCE AGNUS DEI 
Celebrant: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the 
supper of the Lamb. 
R.  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON  (11:00 AM) 

Laudate Dominum, quia benignus 
est: psallite nomini eius, quoniam 
suavis est: Omnia quaecumque 
voluiet, fecit in caelo et in terra. 
 

Praise the Lord, for he is 
loving; sing in honor of his 

name, for he is gracious. He 
has accomplished whatever he 

resolved to do in heaven and 
on earth. 

4 

Lutum fecit ex sputo Dominus, et 
linivit oculos meos: et abii, et lavi, 
et vidi, et credidi Deo. 

The Lord anointed my eyes: I 
went, I washed, I saw and I 

believed in God. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (9:15 AM & 11:00 AM)  

O How amiable are thy dwellings: thou Lord of hosts! My soul hath 
a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord: My heart 
and my flesh rejoice in the living God.  
Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house, and the swallow a nest 
where she may lay her young: even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: They 
will be always praising thee.  
O God, our help in ages past; our hope in years to come; our shelter 
from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.  

OFFERTORY MOTET (9:15 AM)        Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Oh How Amiable                                                  (1872-1958) 

AGNUS DEI 

SANCTUS 

CLOSING HYMN  (9:15 AM)                                                            
443                                      Ave Regina Caelorum 

Ave, Regina Caelorum, Ave, Domina 
Angelorum: Salve, radix, salve, porta 
Ex qua mundo lux est orta:  
Gaude, Virgo gloriosa, Super omnes 
speciosa, Vale, o valde decora, Et pro 
nobis Christum exora. 
 
 

Hail, O Queen of Heaven. Hail, 
O Lady of Angels Hail! thou 

root, hail! thou gate From whom 
unto the world, a light has arisen: 

Rejoice, O glorious Virgin, 
Lovely beyond all others, 

Farewell, most beautiful maiden, 
And pray for us to Christ. 

Recessional  (11:00 AM)                                   
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross           arr. Gilbert Martin  

COMMUNION MEDITATION (9:15 AM)    
God so Loved the World                  John Stainer (1840-1901)  
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son. 
That those who believe on him, shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life.  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (4:00 PM) 



Liturgical Roles 
 
Daily Mass Reader -  
  12:00 pm As Scheduled  
 
March 25/26 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
  4:00 pm   Laura Barnett, Marcia Steffen 
  7:30 am    John Lown, Sandy Lown 
  9:15 am    Ruth Bordewyk, Rick Hazen,                                     
  Desiree Langel Plorde  
 11:00 am   Carla Konrad, Bob Lux, Charles Steingrabe 
    4:00 pm   Ministers as Scheduled 
 
Lectors  
   4:00 pm   Denise Rotert, Kate Piercemogen 
   7:30 am   Michael Fitzgibbons   
 9:15 am   Desiree Langel Plorde, Josh Plorde 
 11:00 am   Carla Konrad, Bob Lux  
   4:00 pm   Readers as Scheduled 
 
Altar Servers 
   4:00 pm  Pontifical Servers  
   7:30 am   Need Servers   
 9:15 am   Owen Rislov, Jevan Schmidt, Jacoben Schmidt 
  11:00 am   Dominic Ostermann, Joseph Tran, Afru Joge 
 4:00 pm Servers as Scheduled  
 
Mini-Bus Driver   
 4:00 pm    Tom Meyer  
Dow Rummel Nancy Jerentowski  
Good Sam  Nancy Ann Kadinger 
  
Readings for the week of March 19, 2023 
Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5,       
6 (1)/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29/
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/       
Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 5:3-47 
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23/ 
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a,8b-9, 10, 11/     
Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7)/
Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  
Steubenville Conference - Rochester, MN  July 14, 15 
and 16, 2023. This conference is for youth entering 9th 
grade in the fall of 2023.  Come join 2000 Catholic Teens 
on a weekend of restoration and praise of our God.  For 
details on costs and trip information please contact Dana 
Webskowski: dre@stgeorgehartford.com   Deadline to 
sign-up for the trip is May 8, 2023.  
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Thomas Coyne is Cathedral 500 Club’s second winner for 
March 2023. He has received a check for $93.  Anyone 
interested in joining will find applications at the front entrance 
(Duluth Ave) of the Cathedral. Cost is $5/month. Applications 
must be received by March 27 to be in the April 2023 drawings. 
Call the Parish Office at 605-336-7390 for details. 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  

4th Annual Aquinas Lecture                                                 
St. Joseph Cathedral  -  March 21, 2023  - 7:00 pm                    
Mount Marty University and St. Joseph Cathedral are hosting the 
4th Annual Aquinas Lecture featuring George Weigel to 
explore the vital legacy of Vatican Council II. Doors open at 
6:30 pm, program starts at 7 PM in the Parish Hall of Cathedral 
of St. Joseph.  The event is free and open to the public. 

Chrism Mass - March 23, 2023 at 11:00 am 
Bishop DeGrood will consecrate the Sacred 
Chrism and bless the oils for anointing. The Mass 
will be concelebrated with the priests of our 
diocese at St. Joseph Cathedral, this Thursday, 
March 23. The priests will also renew their vows 
at this Mass. The Chrism Mass is open to the public to 
attend. Just a reminder that the Mass is celebrated at 11:00 
am on this Thursday instead of our regular noon Mass. 

The Catholic Daughters of Court St Patricia  
Irish Potato Buffet with BINGO 
Tuesday, March 21st @ 6:00 pm, 
lower level of Holy Spirit Parish.                                

All are invited. For planning purposes...                           
Please call 605-351-5217  to RSVP by March 19th. 

Sacred Art Series - Augustana Choir with Russell 
Svenningson, Director, will be performing at Cathedral of 
St. Joseph - Sunday, March 26 – 7:30 pm. Free Admission 

Stations of the Cross during Lent and 
the Lenten Soup Suppers are back at 
Cathedral! Please join the parish for 
fellowship this Friday, March 25 at 6 pm 
for a Soup Supper prepared by the parish 
followed by Stations of the Cross at 7:00. 
Free will offerings accepted. 



P A R I S H  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
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Mass Intentions 
Mon. Mar.   20•   St. Joseph, Spouse of the                         

        Blessed Virgin Mary  
12:00 pm              U Catherine Spader 
Tue.  Mar.   21•   Lenten Weekday 
12:00 pm                   Wayne and Jodi Krump 
Wed. Mar.   22•   Lenten Weekday 
12:00 pm              U Kenneth Schulte 
Thu. Mar.   23•    St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop 
11:00 am                  Chrism Mass 
Fri.   Mar.   24•    Lenten Weekday 
12:00 pm               U Paul Billion 
Sat.   Mar.   25•    The Annunciation of the Lord 
  4:00 pm                U Ronald Fiegen 
Sun.  Mar.   26•    Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  7:30 am                 U Rose & Jimmy Dunn  
  9:15 am                 U Donald & Mabel Walter  
11:00 am                U Phyllis Miller 
  4:00 pm                 Pro Populo 
 
Sanctuary Candles 
This week the five sanctuary candles in the Sacred Heart 
Chapel have been requested for the following intentions:  
 
1.)     Leonard and Joan Berg 
2.)     For the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
3.)     Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  
4.)     Solem Family 
5.)     Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 
Cathedral Events Calendar 
Monday, March 20 -  
6:30 pm - Young Adults  
 
Tuesday, March 21 -  
10:00 am - Women’s Group 
6:30 pm - Aquinas Lecture, George Weigel –Vatican II 
 
Wednesday, March 22 -   
5:45 pm - RCIA 
                            
Thursday, March 23 -  
11:00 am - Chrism Mass   
7:00 pm - Adoration and Reconciliation in Chapel 
 
Friday, March 24 -  
6:00 pm - Lenten Soup Supper - Parish Hall 
7:00 pm - Stations of the Cross 
 
Saturday, March 25 -  
9:00 am - RCIA Retreat 
12:00 pm and 3:00 pm - Reconciliation in the Cathedral 
 
Sunday, March 26 -  
7:30 pm - Sacred Arts Series Concert– Augustana Choir 

CFSA Update: 
We are making great progress towards our goal of $126,500! To 
date we have had responses from 176 parishioners and have 
reached 64% of our goal. Thank you for your generosity and 
prayers towards this effort to raise funds for important ministries 
throughout our Diocese! Please turn in your pledge card with a 
note of your financial and/or prayerful gifts. Your participation 
is appreciated and needed in the Catholic Family Sharing Appeal. 
Any funds collected over our goal will remain with our parish. 
Thank you! 

W E E K L Y  O F F E R I N G  
MARCH 11/12 

Envelopes  $        13,113.13         
Online/EFT  $          3,820.76     
Visitors/Loose Cash $          2,989.57 
     Total $        19,923.46          

Scan QR code to be directed to our Giving Page 
 Thank you for your Support and Prayers! 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 
Darlene M. Denevan - Wife of Joe and                                         

                       Mother of Mary Dickerson 
May she, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Thank you for choosing Cathedral of St. Joseph                                
to be your Faith Family.                                                                                                                              

Patrick and Lisa Kraning  
Kristin Schulte                                                                                                     

Michael and Alisha Morowski & Grayson                                                     
If you are interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking to 
return to your Catholic faith or are wanting to register at 
Cathedral please, call the Parish Office at 605-336-7390 

The Cathedral Outreach is serving breakfast at the 
Banquet Downtown on Tuesday, March 28th.  
Donations to help with the meal costs may be made 
out to Cathedral’ (note ‘Banquet’ in the memo), 
dropped in the collection or given online on our 
Giving Page (QR code below). Volunteers may 

contact Sandy Lown at jlown@sio.midco.net (605-359-8416) or 
Chris Lent at clentsd@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

Julienne Bitangimana 
Benedict Doty 
Niyet Girmay Gide 
Keira McManus 

Marie Nduwayezu 
James Plorde 
Joseph Plorde 
Natalie Ulin.  

Congratulations to our Cathedral Confirmands (bulletin cover) 
who were confirmed on March 12th by Bishop DeGrood.      
May you always follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
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C A T H E D R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Parish Office: 605-336-7390 
Parish Office Email:  cathedral@sfcatholic.org 
Office Hours: 8:30am-5pm M-Th,  8:30am-3pm Friday 
Cathedral Church Hours: 
   8am-5pm Monday-Saturday 
   7am-Noon & 3:30-5:00 Sunday 
Weekend Mass Schedule  
   Saturday 4:00pm 
   Sunday   7:30am, 9:15am, 11:00am,  
     4:00pm (St. Josephine Bakhita Community) 
Weekday Masses  
    Monday - Friday 12pm (Noon)  
Confessions 
   Thursday 7:00pm  
   Saturday 12 Noon & 3:00-3:30pm in Cathedral 
       (In the Chapel if a Wedding is scheduled) 
Adoration 
   Thursdays 7pm-8pm (In the Chapel during Confessions) 
   First Friday of the month at 11am in the Cathedral 
Self Guided Tours 

1:00 pm Monday-Friday (except Holy Days) 
Guided Tours-By appointment 605-336-7390 

 
Parish Staff 
Rector, Very Rev. James P. Morgan 
Parochial Vicar, Rev. Pasquale Armando Francesco 
Deacon, William Radio 
Deacon, Tim Dickes (Prison Ministry) 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Anne Lux 
Director-Operations & Finance, Heidi Solem 
Director-Liturgical Music, Dr. Jared Ostermann 
Director-Faith Formation & Social Media, Abigail Carter  
Tour Docent/Guide, Susan Albers 
Wedding Coordinator, Mary Enderson                                                                  
 
Counseling Services 
The Lourdes Center (Formerly Catholic Family Services) 
Counseling and Grief Programs 605-988-3775 
 
Sacraments 
Baptism The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated for our 
parishioners on Sundays after the 11AM Mass. Parents must 
attend a Baptism preparation meeting. To schedule a meeting 
for preparation contact the parish office.at 605-336-7390. 
 
Matrimony Six months preparation required. Registered 
parishioners, please contact the parish office. All others, 
contact the pastor of your home church. For wedding 
information, go to www.stjosephcathedral.net, under 
Sacraments.   
 
Anointing of the Sick 
Please call the parish office to request this Sacrament if you 
have been diagnosed with an illness, in preparation for surgery 
or in case of serious illness.  
 
Catholic Cemetery - St. Michael’s Cemetery 605-338-3376  

U.S. first lady Jill Biden got an up-close look Sunday at the 
historic East Africa drought as she walked along arid land and 
listened as some Maasai women described how their children 
and livestock are going hungry. She appealed for more 
countries to join the United States to help alleviate the 
suffering. Some areas of the Horn of Africa have endured five 
consecutive failed rainy seasons, meaning there was no 
rainfall or an insufficient amount to help farmers with their 
crops and livestock. An upcoming sixth rainy season, 
beginning in March, is expected to be about the same or 
worse. Biden, who was on the final day of a five-day visit to 
Africa, toured an outreach center in the town operated by 
World Vision with support from UNICEF and the World 
Food Program. She chatted with people who had brought 
their children to be screened for malnutrition and she 
participated in a discussion with a group of women, including 
a mother of 10 children, who shared their stories. Nearly 23 
million people in Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya are thought to 
be highly food insecure, which means they do not know 
where they will find their next meal, according to a food 
security working group chaired by the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organization and the regional Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development. 
On 03/09/23 the Daily Mass Gospel reading was (Luke 16:19
-31). I was preaching about why dogs licked the sores of 
Lazarus saying that dogs were not treated the same way we 
are treating them now. They were not given food properly 
that is why they went to take scraps that Lazarus picked to eat 
and after that they were not yet satisfied and that is why they 
licked his sores. After hearing this; the chief of staff of the 
chancery of our diocese, Chris Motz was touched by the 
reflection and told me that after Mass he went home and told 
his dog that “he must be very lucky”.  Some people make a 
lot of jokes but it is still true that human beings are dying by 
hunger and we spend a lot of money to feed and treat our 
dogs more than human beings. 
The joke story goes like this; Muldoon lived alone in the Irish 
countryside with only a pet dog for company. One day, the 
dog died, and Muldoon went to the parish priest. “Father 
Patrick,” he says, “my dog is dead. Could ya' be sayin' a Mass 
for the poor creature?” The priest replied, “I'm afraid not, my 
son. We cannot be havin' services for an animal in the church. 
But there are some Baptists down the lane, and there's no 
tellin' what they believe. Maybe they'll do something for the 
creature.” Muldoon said, 'I'll go right away. Father! Do ya 
think $5,000 is enough to donate to them for the service?”  
Father Patrick exclaimed, “Sweet Mary, Mother of Jesus! Why 
didn't ya tell me the dog was Catholic?” 
                                                                                                            
The question goes to all faithful; what do you think we should 
do about this as Christians?   

Fr. Pasquale Armando Francesco 
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