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A note from Father Kreidler
Father Alex Kreidler, JCL, Parochial Vicar

Dear Friends,
Father Justin asked 
me to write a few 
words of introduc-
tion for this edition 
of More News and I 
am happy to do so.

I was born and raised in St. Joseph, 
MO. I am one of ! ve children and the 
only boy (second oldest). I went to 
Saint Francis Xavier grade school and 
Bishop LeBlond high school. I had 
thought about being a priest since 
I was very young, so after graduat-
ing high school I thought I would 
give seminary a try. I ! rst went to St. 
Gregory the Great for minor (college) 
seminary where I fell in love with 
prayer and study. After three years 
of college seminary, I was sent to the 
North American College in Rome for 
major seminary. I studied theology at 
the Ponti! cal University of the Holy 
Cross (Santa Croce). I was ordained 
to the priesthood at the Cathedral 
of St. Joseph on June 27, 2015 (the 
same year as Father Gabe) [who was 
at STM from 2017-19]. After ordina-
tion, I returned to Rome to ! nish a 
license in Canon Law at the Gregorian 
University. I ! nished the degree in the 
summer of 2017 and returned home 
to the diocese.

Since being ordained, I’ve been a 
parochial vicar at Saint Gabriel Parish 
north of the river, Christ the King, Visi-
tation, and Our Lady of Good Counsel. 
I was chaplain at the new high school 
in Lee’s Summit, Saint Michael the 
Archangel, and I taught Latin there for 
a year. I’ve also served on the diocesan 
Tribunal as Defender of the Bond and 

Judge.
This past summer, the Bishop 

allowed me some time to discern with 
a religious order on the East Coast, 
the Order of Preachers (Dominicans). 
I left in late July and had a wonderful 
experience. During that time, it be-
came clear to me that God wanted me 
to return home and be a priest for the 
diocese. Upon returning just before 
Thanksgiving, I met with the Bishop 
and he welcomed me home with this 
wonderful new assignment here at 
Saint Thomas More. I come back to 
the diocese with joy and a new-found 
love for the priesthood and for home. 
It’s with this joy that I look forward to 
serving this parish as parochial vicar.

While here, I hope to visit the 
school and be involved in our many 
catechetical programs. I am also in 
charge of guiding our youth program 
and am in charge of preparation for 
the reception of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation for our eighth graders. 
As a canon lawyer, I’m also happy to 
talk to anyone about the process of 
declaration of nullity of a marriage 
or any question you might have 
about the Church’s legal system! In 
everything, I hope to be of service in 
drawing all of us closer to the Lord, 
especially through the intercession of 
His blessed Mother, Saint Joseph, and 
Saint Thomas More!

May God bless you and your fami-
lies and please know of my prayers for 
you.

In Christ,
Father Kreidler                                         MN
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On Sunday, December 8, we collected 
food and toys for the  families served by 
St. Louis Parish Social Services and Seton 
Center.  It was a special challenge since it 
all had to happen in one weekend, but we 
as a community did it.  We helped provide 
Christmas for over 700 children and their 
families, so thank you! We also want to 
thank our volunteers who showed up that 
day and worked tirelessly until all the food 
and toys were separated and packed, and 
the red bags for the Seton Center families 
were checked in.   

On Monday morning, December 9,  
more volunteers came to load and trans-
port food and toys to St. Louis Parish Social 
Services and load the trucks headed for 
Seton Center.  A special thank you to Mrs. 
Roberts and her 8th grade Religion Class 
who came over to More Hall and made 
quick work of loading the gifts and food 
into the waiting vehicles.  In the words of St 
Teresa of Avila:  You are truly the hands of 
Jesus here on earth! MN

Christmas Drive - Thank You!
Michele Kerwin and Rita Tiehen, parishioners
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Baptisms at Saint Thomas More
We welcome the following into our Catholic family:

Michael McFarland and Elizabeth Negus Ryan Gillies and Sarah Andrews

Fiona Lee Anne Johnson, child 
of Frankie & Alyssa Johnson

Ijeoma Favour Otuwurunne, 
child of Chigozie & Adaugo 
Otuwurunne

Eleanor Maeve Massy, child of 
Robert & Lauren Massy

Dorothy Elizabeth Baker, child 
of Matthew & Claire Baker

Lydia Therese Franke, child of 
William & Colleen Franke

Theodore Joseph Waters, child 
of Andrew & Hannah Waters

Mallory Rose Callahan, child of 
Ryan & Stefanie Callahan

Margot Laine Goodwin, child 
of Andrew & Cara Goodwin

Elizabeth Mary Rothermich, 
child of David & Abbie 
Rothermich

Weddings at Saint Thomas More
Congratulations to the following couple(s) who were married at STM last quarter:

Baptisms & Weddings Last Quarter

Souper Bowl of Caring
Dr. Stephen Jones and David Butel

The 4th Annual Souper Bowl 
of Caring event on Saturday, 
February 1, was a fabulous eve-
ning!  The children at Red Bridge 
Elementary School brought in 
more than 1200 food items!  The 

St. Thomas More Green Team did 
a terrific job making the meal 
completely compostable.  The 
Martin City Telegraph coordinated 
the soup contest between South-
side Bar and Grill, Jasper’s, Jerry’s 
Café and Conroy’s Public House 
-  which was won by Jerry’s Cafe. 
There was splendid news cover-
age. Approximately 100 people at-
tended this wonderful community 
event. Thank you to the students 

at St. Thomas More School who 
also contributed to the food drive 
as a part of Catholic Schools Week, 
as well as the parish Faith in Ac-
tion and Green Teams who helped 
with the details of the Souper 
Bowl of Caring.! MN



Register at esavealifenow.org. Walk-ins are welcome, but 
appointments get priority! Be sure to bring a photo ID. For general 
or medical eligibility questions, see the website or call 1-800-245-
7035. Read heartwarming testimonials on the website to know 
how your donation makes a di$ erence.
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BLOOD DRIVE   
TUESDAY, MARCH 3

1:30-6PM
IN MORE HALL STM STUDENTS who have someone donate blood in their name 

will have a jeans/sport shirt day on a designated school day!

Uplift and STM
Larry Otto, Parishioner

Jesus was concerned about 
feeding others…memorably, the 
Sermon on the Mount, where 
five loaves and two fish fed 5,000 
people. He frequently shared 
meals with tax collectors and sin-
ners and the people that society 
ignored or, even worse, despised.

Pope Francis challenges each 
of us that one day we will be 
asked to answer to our God for 
our efforts to care for the poor. 
He’s not ambiguous in his encour-
agement; “Feed the hungry.” 

Make a casserole
We at STM have a unique way to 
accept this challenge. STM has 
partnered with Uplift to help feed 
the homeless on the streets of 
KC by inviting families to make 
casseroles. The need has never 
been greater. If you would con-
sider making a monthly casserole 
to help feed our city’s poorest of 

Uplift is 
an established volunteer 
organization with a 29-year 
background of successfully 
reaching out to the KC homeless 
population. 

the poor, call Julie Ungashick at 
816-809-6045. A different recipe 
is provided each month and it is 
okay if you have to skip a month. 
Join in as you are able to do so!

Volunteer
Many STM adults and (14 and 
over) young people also volunteer 
to spend an evening (4:30-10pm) 
going out on the Uplift trucks and 
serving a meal to the homeless. 
It’s an unforgettable experience 
that brings Pope Francis’ chal-
lenge into your lives and homes. 
To volunteer in this capacity, call 
Tammie Jehle at 317-207-2070. 
MN

 

Respecting Life in 2020
Linda Verhulst, Respect Life Co-Chair

The Saint Thomas More Respect 
Life Committee has been busy in 
2019 and continues to stand for 
the rights of the unborn in 2020. 
The fall of 2109 included our 
Spiritual Adoption with prayer 
reminder magnets and work with 
the STM 8th-graders to set up 
crosses at the church in honor of 
respect life month (October).

We also tried a couple new 
ministries in the form of packag-
ing diapers at Happy Bottoms, 
hosting a pro-life movie night for 
the youth at The Edge, and donat-
ing to Amethyst Place to help 
make Christmas a little brighter 
for one family and a number of 

other kids in the program. 
We kicked off 2020 by spon-

soring an Avila student to attend 
the March for Life in Washington. 
Sadly, the Prayer Vigil we planned 
on attending downtown for the 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade was 
cancelled due to weather. How-
ever, our winter/spring schedule 
continues to be full as we hosted 
a parish-wide “baby shower” in 
February to benefit Wyandotte 
Pregnancy Center, and plan to 
attend Lobby Day in Jefferson 
City in March to support pro-life 
legislation as well as, and walk in 
the Lenten 40 Days for Life cam-
paign (also in March). We will be 

trying something new later that 
month with a recruiting effort 
to raise awareness, solicit prayer 
warriors, and increase member-
ship. In April, we will treat the STM 
8th-graders to an annual lasagna 
lunch with a pro-life message, and 
in May sell carnations for Mother’s 
Day to benefit Missouri Right to 
Life.

The opportunities are numer-
ous to help us in our fight for 
life!  Feel free to contact Kevin or 
Linda Verhulst at kmverhulst@
gmail.com if you would like to 
participate in any of these events. 
MN
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Stations of the Cross
All are invited to attend Stations of 
the Cross on Fridays of Lent at 6pm 
in the church. Stations are led each 
week by a different ministry group. 
Good Friday Stations will be held at 
Noon on Friday, April 17.

Fish Fry Fridays
Join the Boy Scouts for fried and 
baked fish, fried shrimp, new 
potatoes, fries, green beans, corn, 
cole slaw, rolls and cheese pizza 
for the kids. The cost is $30/fam-
ily, $10/adult, $8/senior (60+), $5/
child (6-12), free for children 5 and 
under. Proceeds help send the boys 
to summer camp. Desserts, sold by 
the Girl Scouts, are $1 each. Carry 
out is available. Fish Fry Fridays are 
February 28; March 6, 13, 27; April 
3, 4:45-7pm in More Hall.

The Light is On for You
Come experience Christ’s healing 
love through the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation. The sacrament is avail-
able through the year on Saturdays, 
7:15-8am and 3-3:45pm. 

Communal Penance 
services in the area
Saint Thomas More – (3/20-21, see "24 Hours" below)
Saint Sabina’s – Tues., 3/24, 7pm 
Saint Peter's – Sun., 3/29, 2pm
Cure of Ars – Sunday, 3/29, 3pm
Saint Michael's – Mon., 3/30, 7pm
Visitation – Mon., 3/30, 7pm 
Church of the Ascension – Thurs., 4/2, 7pm
Church of the Nativity – Sun., 4/5, 7pm
Priests are also available by appointment. 

Lenten Morning of 
Reflection
Come to 8:15am Mass on Saturday, 
February 29, followed by a reflec-
tion in More Hall. Tom Turner, Direc-
tor of Bishop Sullivan Center, will 
be our presenter for a talk titled, 
"A Different Kind of Kind of Diet: 
How Stories Shape our Souls." 

Instead of giving up some food 
item this Lent, hear how you can go 
on a "Diet of Stories" and how the 
influence of stories affects our ethi-
cal behavior. Learn how to "chew" 
on the Scripture readings each day 
in Lent. Share in the discussion and 
fellowship with other parishioners.

 For more information, con-
tact David Butel at dbutel@stmkc.
com or 816-942-2492 x210.

$20 for Lent
This Lent, we are again inviting pa-
rishioners to participate in our ! fth 
annual $20 for Lent campaign. This 
year, the funds collected will go to 
support the following agencies: 

The Mission Warehouse Project 
sponsored by the Sisters of St. 
Francis in Independence that ships 
school and medical supplies to 
developing countries. 

Journey to New Life assists 
women and men released from 
prison to make a successful 
transition to civilian life. 

Mother’s Refuge. Their mission 
is to shelter and educate 
homeless, pregnant and parenting 
young women by providing 
comprehensive services that 
empowers them to make successful 
life decisions for themselves and 
their babies.   

We are asking each parish 
family to consider donating $20 
toward the project. Please put your 
donation in the envelopes that 
are located in the card holders in 
the pews. You can then put your 
donation in the Sunday collection 
or bring it to the parish office.

For more information, you 
can contact David Butel at the par-
ish o<  ce, 816-942-2492 x. 210 or 
dbutel@stmkc.com.

24 Hours for the Lord
The 24 Hours for the Lord initiative 
was first launched in 2014 by the 
Pontifical Council for the Promotion 
of the New Evangelization. Like 
last year, Saint Thomas More will 
host this event, sponsored by the 
Diocesan Office of Divine Worship, 
from 8:45am on Friday, March 
20 through 8:15am on Saturday, 
March 21. 

In his 2018 Lenten message, 
Pope Francis invited the entire 
Church to “celebrate the sacrament 
of Reconciliation in the context of 
Eucharistic Adoration.” Both Rec-
onciliation and Adoration will be 
available the entire time of this 
event.

The pontiff said, “Above all, I 
urge the members of the Church 
to take up the Lenten journey with 
enthusiasm, sustained by almsgiv-
ing, fasting and prayer. If, at times, 
the flame of charity seems to die 
in our own hearts, know that this is 
never the case in the heart of God! 
He constantly gives us a chance to 
begin loving anew.”

A more detailed schedule of 
the 24 hours will be published in 
the parish bulletin. Also see kcsj-
catholic.org/events/24-hours-2020/

DEVOTIONALS PLANNED SO FAR:
Fri., 3/20, 3pm - Divine Mercy Chaplet (sung by 
Michael McGlinn)
Fri., 3/20 6pm - Stations of the Cross (led by 
SPRED)
Fri., 3/20, 7, 8 and 9pm on the hour - Healing 
Presence: Songs and Prayers for Healing Body, 
Heart and Relationship (led by Desert Stream 
Ministries)

L E N T  2 0 2 0

Ash Wednesday Masses 6:15am, 8:15am, 9:30am All-School Mass, Noon, 6pm
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STM School on Twitter @stmkcschool
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Know someone who might 
be interested in our school?
If you know someone who is interested in STM, 
please have them contact Jill Schweiss at 816-942-
5581 or schweiss_jill@stmcyclones.org for more 
information and to schedule up a tour of the 
school. Information is also available at 
stmkc.com/school. 
See page 10 for registration information.

Teacher vs. 8th grade volleyball game was a blast today! Such a fun 
tradition here at STM.

Traditional 8th grade 
class leading us in the 
living rosary! Such a 
beautiful moment at 
STM!

We've grown 
by seven students 

since January 1!

Saint Thomas More School 2020-21 Registration Information
STM School has four registration times to com-
plete enrollment. If you need to schedule an ap-
pointment outside of these times, please call the 
school at 816-942-5581 or contact our School 
Secretary, Colleen Sullivan at sullivan_colleen@
stmcyclones.org.
Registration dates: 3:30-6:30pm at the school

• Thursday, March 26 
• Monday, March 30
• Wednesday, April 1 
•  Tuesday, April 7

Registration Fees
Current STM families will receive a reduction in 
registration fees if they enroll during the first 
enrollment window (dates listed above, March 
26-April 7). The registration fee for STM parish 
families for 2020-21 is $850/1st child. STM fami-
lies that are current in their 2019-20 fees and 
have made a 2020 STM parish pledge qualify for 
the registration fee of $750 ($100 dollar savings 
for the first child). A discount is also applied for 
families of two or more students in grades K-8. 
On Wednesday, April 8, this fee reduction goes 
away! When you enroll, you may choose to pay 
the full amount of the registration fee or pay an 
initial payment and then choose a 2- or 4-pay 
plan to complete the payment.

Activity Fees
In addition to the registration fee, each family is 
responsible for an activity fee of $450 per family 
(not per student). Families may pay the entire 
amount at registration, wait until August, or off-
set the cost in the fall (with professional football 
raffle tickets or the Fall Fun Raffle).

Financial Concerns?
If you have any financial concerns or if your family 
may needs help with enrollment registration fees, 
please contact Tim Waris, Parish Manager, 816-942-
2492 x218 or tim@stmkc.com.

Preschool
Preschool will be offered three ($418/month) or five 
days ($650/month) per week for three-year-olds and 
five days/week for four-year-olds. Preschool registra-
tion is $150/child.

Non-Parishioner Tuition
Tuition for non-parish families in grades K-8 is $6500 
for the first child. MN
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Church

  • Installed ! re sprinkler system 
  • To conceal sprinkler system, installed new wood ceiling (9.2 miles 
of tongue-and-groove Ponderosa Pine) on suspended metal frame 
and new so#  ts (with LED lighting ).
  • Updated existing wiring to code (including removing 500lbs 
of non-compliant and abandoned wire1 and installing custom 
electrical ceiling boxes2) and added new wiring for ceiling fans 
and LED lighting.
  • Cleaned, sanded, primed, painted and reinstalled  pendant lights2

  • Installed ! ve new 8ft diameter ceiling fans
  • Replaced $ ooring (carpet and luxury vinyl tile in the church and 
choir loft 3

  • Re! nished pews 3

  • Cleaned sound boards
  • Added 58 new LED lights in the church including so#  ts, isle, 
sanctuary and choir loft1

  • Fixed the cracks in the stain glass windows
  • Painted all walls a% ected by the work done       

More Hall

  • Installed ! re sprinkler system
  • Cleaned ceiling speakers
  • Installed new ceiling grid and tiles 
  • Updated existing wiring to code 1

  • Replaced walk-in cooler and added LED lighting and rolling 
shelving 2

  • Added new LED lighting in kitchen and storage room 1

  • Brought all emergency lighting up to code 1

  • Replaced all HVAC supply and return registers  1

  • Seventy-eight light ! xtures cleaned and rehung to code 1

  • Removed miles of old unused wire from ceiling 1

  • Leveled, cleaned, repaired and painted movable wall panels 2

  • Installed new audio control system 2

1 Labor donated by general contractor
2 Labor and materials donated by general contractor
3 Parishioner-driven project

w h a t  w a s  d o n e
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Sunday Nursery
The Sunday nursery is open again during the 
9:30am and 11:30am Masses. If you have a young 
child who is too wiggly at Mass for your com-
fort, you are welcome to sign him/her in at the 
nursery, located on the north side of the church. 
This is also a room you can use at other Masses; 
we just ask that leave the room as you found it. 
Questions? Contact Alison Wynne, Nursery Coor-
dinator, at 816-210-7362 or awynne@kc.rr.com.

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday Adoration has picked up again and is held 
in the prayer chapel (on the north side of the 
church). It begins after the 8:15am Friday Mass 
and is available until the 8:15am Saturday Mass. 
A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex to sign 
up for an hour of your choice. If you are new to 
Adoration and would like to just drop in, possibly 
for less than an hour, you are also welcome to 
do that! Questions? Call Charlie Lynn at 816-522-
6947.

Daily Masses
Now that we have returned to our church, we are 
back to our regularly scheduled weekday Masses, 
in time for Lent: Monday through Friday, 6:15am 
AND 8:15am and on Saturdays at 8:15am. All-
school Masses are on Wednesdays at 8:15am. MN

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Children in preschool (4 years old) through 1st grade 
are invited to participate in these Montessori-style 
faith formation sessions. They are held in the nursery 
on Sundays, 2-4:30pm. For more information, con-
tact Gabrielle Bash, Director of Faith Formation, 
at 816-942-2492 or gbash@stmkc.com.

Mass Bags
Parents are called to aid their child in encountering 
Christ at every stage of their lives. The best way to 
do this is through bringing children to Mass! Simply 
being in the presence of God helps a child grow in 
relationship with Him, especially in their early stages 
of life. This reality is what inspired Mothers of Young 
Children, a ministry for mothers in the parish, to 

sponsor Mass Bags for young families. The bags con-
tain children’s books, a Mass guide for children, cord 
rosaries, prayer cards, and more. They can be found 
in the narthex before Mass. Allow your children to 
enjoy its contents during Mass, and then return 
the bag for the next family to use. Mass bags are a 
simple way to entertain young children in a way that 
encourages them to learn more about the faith and 
grow in a deeper relationship with God. If you have 
any questions, please email the Mothers of Young 
Children at MOYC@stmkc.com. 

RCIA/RCIC: preparing to enter the 
church
This year, Saint Thomas More is welcoming twelve 
Catechumans and Candidates into the Catholic 
Church this Easter! In December, each participant in 
RCIA/RCIC was welcomed into our community and 
on February 29 they will meet with Bishop Johnston 
at the cathedral for the Rite of Election. 

Each Wednesday and Thursday since September 
they have been meeting and discussing some of 
the most beautiful and intricate teachings of the 
faith. Since this journey is not easy, a picture of each 
Catechuman and Candidate will be on display in the 
narthex starting on Ash Wednesday. You are invited 
to take their picture, and pray for them during the 
season of Lent. 

If you are interested in playing a more personal 
role in RCIA/RCIC by being a sponser, team member, 
or catechist, please email Gabrielle Bash at gbash@
stmkc.com. MN

Faith Formation Gabrielle Bash, Director of Faith Formation

Protecting God's Children 
(PGC) facilitators wanted
Summer dates are being confirmed for adults 
who would like to facilitate PGC sessions for the 
diocese, particularly those held at STM. A 2.5 day 
training is required, but there is no cost. An ap-
plication with 3 references is required and a letter 
from the pastor or principal is strongly encour-
aged. Applications must be submitted by Friday, 
March 20. For an application and job description, 
contact Joan Sandford at joan@stmkc.com or 
816-942-2492 x202. (The position requires that 
you facilitate at least two PGC workshops per 
year.) MN
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The Women of STM had a great 
time in January with their second 
Paint and Sip party.  About forty 
women painted beautiful canvas 
art with the instruction of Art 
Teacher Amy Hellums while enjoy-
ing refreshments and friendships.

The next gathering will be 
Saturday, March 7: a morning of 
spirituality.  We will begin with 
8:15am Mass and then gather in 
More Hall for coffee and pastries 
before beginning our program 
about the Ten Commandments 
and the stained glass windows.
At first glance, the Ten Command-
ments seem negative, outdated 
and limiting. However, in reality 
the Commandments are upbeat, 
relevant and liberating. Under-
standing the richness of the 
Commandments unleashes the 
greatness within each of us. They 
offer the secret for building good 
relationships, strong families and 
a promising future. The season of 
Lent offers yet another perspec-
tive of the Ten Commandments. 
During the season of Lent we 
reflect on areas of our lives that 
limit us so Christ can rise within 
us during Easter season. Ed Van 
Buskirk will take us on a Lenten 
journey, showing us how the Ten 
Commandments help us identify 
what limits Christ within us so we 
can rise with Him on Easter Sun-
day.

Following Ed's presentation, 
we will learn about the set of 
three stained glass windows in our 
sanctuary and how they honor the 
Lord while calling to mind aspects 
of His life and the history of our 
faith.  Each window has an indi-
vidual theme and symbolism that 
will be explained.

About Us
The Women of STM gather 

monthly to share in spirituality, 
service and socializing.  Come to 
be a part of this growing ministry.  
All women of STM are welcome.

Women of STM leadership: 
Meredith Barthol, Marla Byrne, 
Kathy Grier, Kathy Reese and 
Kathy Thomas. MN

Women of STM   
Marla Byrne, Parishioner

Meet More Friends' new presi-
dent, Beth Sullivan. She and 
our board welcome you to our 
new year! We are parishioners 
55 and over who join together 
for friendship, fun and spiritu-
ality. All are welcome!  

We have various events 
throughout the year adver-
tised in the bulletin. Some 
events include holiday parties, 
day bus trips, and attending 
plays. 

To join us, call Joan Supica 
at 816-260-5086. Annual dues 
are $12 and include a free 
Christmas dinner.  We ask for 
reservations and fees as listed 
in the bulletin. Non-members 
are welcome from our parish 
or others. We look forward to 
seeing you!                MN

Meet 
our new 
president 
Beth 
Sullivan.

One of More Friends catered 
events
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Knights of Columbus
Craig Laird , Parishioner

Free Throw Contest
The Knights of Columbus “Free Throw Contest” got 
off to a great start.  There were 115 students from our 
school who participated in this year’s event. The win-
ners in each age bracket will move on to the district 
competition.   We would like to thank the teachers 
at Saint Thomas More for their cooperation which 
made this year’s contest a success. 

Follow us on Facebook 
The Knights of Columbus have a Facebook page.  If 
you are interested in following the STM Knights, go 

The 6th-8th grade youth are 
staying busy at STM! They meet 
to hang out on Mondays, 3:30-
4:30pm, and again on Wednes-
days, 3:30-5pm, at The Peak. All 
are welcome! Any snack and water 
donations are appreciated.
On February 27, youth in 8th 
grade begin meeting on Thurs-
days after school to prepare for 
Confirmation in August. Adults 
and older youth have been solic-
ited to lead these youth in learn-
ing more about what it means to 
be Catholic. If you are interested 
in serving as a sub for the small 
group leaders or providing snacks, 
please contact Father Kreidler, 
frkreidler@stmkc.com or 816-942-
2492 x214.

In January, Cornelius Ham-
ilton, Eric Thairu, and Owen 
Hokanson joined me and about 
600,000 other people in attending 
the March for Life in Washington, 
D.C. (As far as I understand, this is 
the world’s largest annual human 
rights gathering!) 

We, along with a larger group 
from “the North Land” and St. Jo-
seph, got on the buses at 1:45am 

on Thursday morning. After a 
handful of stops, we arrived in 
Washington at 3am on Friday 
morning and headed straight for 
the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception. 
There we waited and prayed (no 
sleeping!) until Mass started at 
7:30. After Mass, we headed to the 
National Mall to listen to pro-life 
speakers from around the world 
give their testimonies. We also 
witnessed the first time a sitting 
President addressing the March in 
person. It was truly an historic oc-
casion. After the March was over, 
we got back on the buses around 
6pm on Friday and headed back 
to KC, arriving at around 4:45pm 
on Saturday.

The trip was inconvenient and 
uncomfortable- just like standing 
up for what’s right always is- but 
our students did a great job and 
made me and our whole parish 

proud. Our key take-aways from 
the March were: 1) being pro-life 
means being pro-women, espe-
cially if the women are waiting to 
be born!; 2) the pro-life cause isn’t 
just for religious people, it’s for 
all people! You don’t have to be 
religious to know that abortion is 
wrong all the time; 3) the pro-
life movement is young - young 
people aren’t merely the future of 
our nation, in so many ways they 
are also the present!

Our youth here at STM are 
doing wonderful things; they are 
learning and growing. It’s our job 
as a parish to show them that 
there is no real growth apart from 
Christ and His Church; He is the 
vine and we are the branches. The 
closer we grow to Him, the more 
we become who we were made to 
be. MN

Youth Ministry
Father Alex Kreidler, ,JCL

In January, Cornelius Hamilton, Eric Thairu, and Owen Hokanson joined me in 
attending the March for Life in Washington, D.C.

to https://www.facebook.com/Saint-Thomas-More-
Knights-of-Columbus-104139087771446/

Joining the Knights
If anyone would like to explore joining our council, 
give Craig Laird a call at 816 898 2478.  MN
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Easter book give-away
Larry Otto, Parishioner

As an Easter gift from the parish, free copies of Mat-
thew Kelly’s newest book, Rediscover the Saints, will 
be available in the narthex. This is not just another 
book about the Saints. Both personal and practical, 
this book proves the Saints are not long gone, but 
alive and well--and ready to join you on your journey! 

Discover how inviting the Saints into your every-
day life will open your eyes to the amazing possibili-
ties God has in store for you! Rediscover the Saints 
helps answer challenging questions such as: 

Are my friends helping me become the-best-
version-of-myself?

Do I allow people to really get to know me?
How do I celebrate truth, beauty, and goodness?
Am I an emotionally intelligent person?
Do my daily routines invigorate me?
What prevents me from surrendering myself 

completely to God?

Look for the books at Easter! (One per household, 
please.) MN

An auction thank you
Randy Smith, Principal

Thanks for your participation in the STM Auction. 
Once everything is paid and counted; the Auction 
will raise nearly $200,000 for our school. Currently 
$65,500  of that is for our Fund-A-Need.  The priori-
ties for the Fund-A-Need are a replacement of all the 
computers in the lab (new towers and monitor and 
more efficient), finish our staff inventory of Surface 
Pros and projectors, new projection system in Flana-
gan Hall, docking stations for staff to use, upgrade of 
iPads that are in some of the classrooms, additional 
materials/books for some specialists, and hopefully 
there will be enough to add some student devices 
(Surface Go’s or MacBooks). It will be exciting to see 
some new technology and materials for our students 
and enhance our innovative teaching. 

 The Auction takes a lot of time and volunteer 
hours to make this a worthwhile experience. We are 
blessed at STM to have some of our parents that 
take on this responsibility. Much like the Super Bowl, 
we will celebrate our success, but begin to plan for 
next year’s Auction. Thanks to each of you who have 
helped with donating, underwriting, volunteering or 
otherwise participating in this year’s Auction. MN
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Calendar (COMPLETE CALENDAR AT WWW.STMKC.COM/CALENDAR)

FEBRUARY
26 Wednesday Ash Wednesday

Masses at 6:15am, 8:15am, 9:30am All-School Mass, Noon, 6pm
RCIC/SOR continues, 6-7pm, More Hall A

27 Thursday Youth Con! rmation prep. begins, 3:30-5pm, More Hall
RCIA continues, 7-8pm, More Hall A
Ten Commandment series continues, 7pm, More Hall B

28 Friday Adoration, from 8:45am-Saturday 8:15am
Stations of the Cross, 6pm, Church
Fish Fry Fridays begin, 4:45-7pm, More Hall

29 Saturday Lenten Morning of Re= ection, 9am-Noon, More Hall
RCIA/RCIC Rite of Election, 10am, Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Mohart Ste$ ens Poker Tournament, 6pm, More Hall

MARCH
1 Sunday Seton Center Food Drive

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 2-4:30pm
2 Monday One City Café, 4:15-6:15pm, 3936 Troost Ave.

SPRED Class, 6:30-8:30pm, Bauman & Huhmann
3 Tuesday Saint Joseph Table: Making Biscotti, 9am-4pm

Blood Drive, 1-6pm, More Hall B/D
Bible Timeline: Matthew, 7pm

4 Wednesday Saint Joseph Table: Making Biscotti, 9am-4pm
Dine Out Day, Papa Johns on State Line or Wornall

7 Saturday Women of STM: Morning of Spirituality, 8-11:45am, Church/More Hall
Bean Bag Toss Tournament, 6pm, Flangan Hall

8 Sunday Daylight Savings begins
10 Tuesday Fathers, Friendship & Faith, 8:30-10pm, More Hall
11 Wednesday Respect Life Committee mtg., 5:30pm, Huhmann Room
12 Thursday Knights of Columbus mtg., 7:15pm, More Hall D
13 Friday STM School Spring Break begins
15 Sunday Saint Joseph Table room preparation begins, More Hall
18 Wednesday Cooking for Uplift, 1-3pm, More Hall Kitchen
19 Thursday Saint Joseph Day

Table Blessing, 8:45am; Meal served 11am-7pm, More Hall
20-21 Fri-Sat 24 Hours for the Lord: Friday 8:15am-Saturday 8:45am, Church

24 Tuesday Dine Out Day, Panera
More Friends' Saint Patrick's Day party, 5:30pm, More Hall

APRIL 
5 Sunday Palm Sunday
7 Tuesday More News articles due

Dine Out Day, Papa Johns, State Line or Wornall
9 Thursday Holy Thursday

STM School dismisses at 12:30pm
Mass of the Lord's Supper, 7pm

10 Friday Good Friday
Parish O<  ce closed; No STM School
Stations of the Cross, Noon, Church
Evening Service with Communion and Veneration of the Cross, 7pm

11 Saturday Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil Service, 8pm; Reception after in More Hall
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Calendar (COMPLETE CALENDAR AT WWW.STMKC.COM/CALENDAR)
12 Sunday Easter Sunday

Masses at 7:30 & 9:30am
13 Monday Easter Monday

Parish O<  ce closed; No STM School
14 Tuesday Dine Out Day, Blue Moose

More Friends' trip to Prairie Band Casino, 7:30am-4:30pm
17 Friday Mother-Son Dance, Flanagan Hall
18 Saturday Father-Daughter Dance, Flanagan Hall
19 Sunday Divine Mercy Sunday

SOR 1st Communion
21 Tuesday Community LINC Graduation
24 Friday Jesus Day, 7:30am-3pm, More Hall
26 Sunday STM School 1st Communion, 2pm
27 Monday Day of Prayer in Atonement & for Healing of Those Harmed by Sexual Abuse

MAY
1 Friday Men of STM Golf Tournament, 12:15pm, Eagles' Landing
2 Saturday Blisters for Sisters

12 Tuesday Last school Mass for 8th Grade, 8:15am
13 Wednesday 8th Grade Graduation, 5pm
21 Thursday Last day of STM School

St. Joseph Day 
Thursday, March 19, 2020, More Hall

Table Blessing after the 8:15am Mass
Pasta Milanese meal served 11am-7pm
Italian cookies, cannolis, and much more sold!
All proceeds go to help those in need.

Our Guatemalan Friends Join our Care Ministry Team
We are looking for more people to join the STM 
Care Ministry Team. This group provides support 
for parishioners who have experienced the death 
of a loved one, are dealing with a serious illness, 
or facing some other life struggle. Opportunities 
include helping plan and serve at the All Souls 
Day Mass and reception, plan other programs 
and events throughout the year to encourage 
and support parishioners, and oversee our Care 
and Support Ministry efforts.

For more information about this ministry, 
contact David Butel at dbutel@stmkc.com or 816-
942-2492 x210.  MN

Dates to remember
Guatemala 2020 trips 
June 20-26 and July 11-17
Guatemala Weekend 
October 10-11  
  MN



Thank you to our bulletin advertisers, who make this newsletter possible!

Welcome home!
Thanks to your generosity, much more than a sprinkler system: 

See pp.8-9 for more photos and a list of work done

11822 Holmes Rd., Kansas City, MO 64131
www.stmkc.com


