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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

 

We are firmly back into Ordinary Time and the “Wearing of the Green,” at least for five more weeks. Ash Wednesday 

falls on February 26 this year, and then we’ll kiss the green good-bye in favor of purple, white and an occasional red until 

June. I hope that our liturgical seasons affect the way you experience the passage of time from year to year.  They will if 

you go through them often enough, I suppose. 

 

Back on the Third Sunday of Advent, I preached about Joy and mentioned that if Joy is a campfire burning, then 

complaining is like a bucket of water thrown on top of it. Well, after reading an article this week, I might have to 

retract that statement—or at least qualify it. Micaela Marini Higgs wrote a piece called “Go Ahead and Complain; It 

Might Be Good for You,” in which she says it is important to distinguish what sort of complaining you’re doing. Is it 

venting? Is it part of problem solving? Is it ruminating or dwelling on a negative situation?  

 

According to Higgins, the kind of complaining that just rehashes or dwells on the same thing indeed does have a 

negative effect on the complainer. However, venting can help bond friendships and complaining can play a positive role 

if it is part of problem solving. It is important to tell someone when you’re venting. That way, they will know if you just 

want to blow off steam or if you actually need help problem solving. Done well, venting can help us gain perspective and 

put words to our feelings. The thing to avoid is putting on what she calls “muddy glasses” on your eyes, so that no 

matter what’s going on you always find something to complain about.  

 

I saw two good movies on my day off last week: Just Mercy and 1917. I almost chose the book Just Mercy, by Bryan 

Stevenson, as a book club book last year, but lost track of it. The film was both discouraging and inspiring. It was 

discouraging because it showed racism in action, as Black men were sentenced to death with very little evidence by 

accusers who were certain of their guilt. One prosecutor even said, “I could tell he was guilty from just looking at him.” 

It’s a true story. It was inspiring because it showed people risking their safety and fighting through resistance to seek 

justice for the innocent and fairness for all. The other movie, 1917, took place on one 20-hour period on amid the 

battlefields in France during World War I. I’m still stewing with this one, but am always appreciative of films that show 

the horror of war, and the virtue of courage.  

 

As I mentioned last weekend, and as we will be hearing in church this weekend, the Diocese of La Crosse released the 

names of priests who served in our diocese and have been judged guilty of sexually abusing children. Like most 

everyone, I am hoping that this disclosure will help victims feel heard and further their healing process. I am hoping that 

it indicates deep resolve to deal openly and compassionately with anyone who brings accusations in the future. The 

diocese also has finally established a completely independent review board to receive allegations and address them. This 

board no longer has the bishop or priests on it. That seems the healthiest way to do it. I expect that when people see the 

names and where these men served it will cause many people who live or lived in those parishes to question what might 

have happened in their parishes or schools. I know that my own boyhood pastor’s name is on the list as someone who 

had a single instance of child abuse that was substantiated after investigation. My first selfish thought was being glad 

that I was never abused by him. Then I checked with my old classmates and none of them remembered anything weird 

or abusive, though one guy remembered that this priest toppled over during mass one day, probably drunk. The high 

school principal of my older brother was on the list, and an older priest I know who now has dementia pretty bad.  All 

those men had drinking problems, which probably played a role in their crimes.   

 

So, like you, I am digesting this news. I am still grappling with the fact that I knew three priests that sexually abused 

children. Before last week, I could honestly say that I knew none. What helps me most is talking to people, praying for 

victims and victimizers, and experiencing Christ in my prayer as one who grieves deeply lives ruined and who continues 

to try to convert our hearts to humble service and compassion as the way to healing.  Because I continue to find Christ in 

our prayer and in and through the good people of St. James, I find I need the Church more than ever even as I 

contemplate its sins.  
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Deanery Women’s Bible Study 

All women in the deanery are invited to our new study, 

Lectio Mary: The Bible and the Mother of God. We study, 

pray, and have social time in a relaxed setting.  It’s a great 

way to connect with other women in our deanery! This 8-

part study answers the questions: Why is Mary so im-

portant to Catholics, and why have so many people been 

devoted to her over the centuries? Our study will begin at 

St. Mary’s in Altoona, on Tuesday, Jan. 21 and will run for 8 

weeks. We begin with social time at 8:30 AM and the study 

goes from 9-10:30 AM. The cost will be $10. For more infor-

mation or to register for the study, call Marianne Callaghan 

at 715-835-8840 or via email: macallaghan115@gmail.com.  

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 

Take control of your money with Financial Peace University 

(FPU)! This nine-lesson course uses biblical wisdom and 

common sense to help you tackle budgeting, pay off debt, 

and make your money work for you! FPU includes your 

member workbook and a year of free online resources 

through Financial Peace Membership. Join an FPU group 

today!  

Contact Dean Schwartz at 715-559-0670 for more info. 

“LIFESAVER” WEEKEND - Jan. 18 & 19: January 22 

marks the 47

th

 anniversary of the Roe V Wade decision, 

which legalized abortions in the United States. Since 1973, 

over 61 million innocent unborn children have lost their 

lives through abortions. The Knights of Columbus will be 

conducting a fundraising event and will be handing out 

“lifesaver” candy at all the Masses on January 18 and 19. 

Your donations will enable us to further a Culture of Life 

within our community. Thank you for your support!  

Core Values Activity 

JANUARY: Compassionately Serving 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve.” Mark 10:45 

Reflection Questions: 

Who around me serves compassionately? 

What would it look like if I served more compassionately? 

How can we help each other serve more compassionately? 

Fundraiser for Sojourner House!! 

Texas Roadhouse, 5019 Keystone Crossing 

Tuesday, Jan. 21, 3:30 - 9:30 PM 

10% of total food purchases Donated To Sojourner House! 

Please keep the parishioners who went to our sister parish in Puerto 

Rico in your prayers: Marleine&Bill Schildt, Lynette Quigley and 

Jim&Kathy Hicks-Novotony, along with Jacky&Chuck Miller.  

DAD’S Belgian Waffle Breakfast 

St Henry Parish Center – Eau Galle. Saturday, Feb 8, from 

7:30-11:30 AM. $7 in advance, $8 at the door, children 5 and 

younger eat free. For more information or to reserve tick-

ets, contact Gary Asher – 715-283-4451. 

Proceeds will be used by St Henry Watermark Mission. 

Watermark Mission is a group of people that help rebuild 

homes that are damaged by natural disasters.  

Please join the Eau Claire Catholic Women's Club 

for a Valentine Card Party on Monday, Feb. 3 at the Eagles 

Club (2588 Hwy 53, Chippewa Falls). Social at 12:00 

noon, lunch will be at 12:30 ( baked chicken, mashed pota-

toes, green beans and rolls). Please wear red and bring a 

valentine card to send to those feeling lonely and forgot-

ten. Cost for this fun afternoon is $12. Guests are always 

welcome. Send your check made out to Eau Claire Catho-

lic Women's Club to Judy St. Arnault by Jan. 24. Any 

questions contact Renee Liming at (715) 832-4085. 

Music Ministry 

Youth Choir: first rehearsal of 2020 

is Jan. 29 @ 4:00 – 5:00 Snacks pro-

vided starting @ 3:30. (Call, email or 

text Mary Kolstad @ 

kolstadmary@gmail.com )    

BELL Choir Mondays 5:00 – 6:00 in 

the Church (Please contact Louise 

Roach)  

(A.C.E.) Adult Contemporary En-

semble (women’s voices) Tuesday 6:00 in the Gathering 

Space 

ADULT Choir (mixed voices) Tuesday, Jan. 28 @ 6:30 in 

the choir loft  

(OMC) Occasional Men’s Choir (men’s voices) @ 7:30 in 

the church. Contact Bob Lightfoot bjb2ttl@gmail.com  for 

more information. The men would love to have you sing!!! 

FUNERAL Choir – rehearses 45 minutes prior to the 

Mass. Notified via email. 



St. James the Greater 4 www.stjameseauclaire.org 

Counters 

Mon.  1/20 J. Mirr, A. Schuelke, G. Seidling, C. Arthur,  

  G. Bluem 

Mon. 1/27 D. Gartzke, S. Bussard, R. Conlin, S. Crisp,  

  K. Fandel 

Envelope Recorder & Office Helper 

Tue 1/21 A. Perner, K. Brunstad 

Tue. 1/28 R. Conlin, K. Notham 

Liturgical Ministers 1/25-26 

Saturday, 4:30:  

Greeters: Volunteer Needed (School), A. Carroll (11

th

 St.) 

Hospitality: G. Swatzina. SCRIP: R. Revak 

 

Sunday 8 AM:  

Greeters: D/J Schwartz (School), E/I Valk (11

th

)  

Hospitality: M. Whiteside. SCRIP: J. Schwartz 

 

Sunday 10 AM:  

Greeters: C/C Geissler (School), P. Taft (11

th

) 

Hospitality: J. Crow. SCRIP: P. Taft 

SCRIP sellers this weekend:  

Saturday 4:30 PM: M. Seyer 

Sunday 8 AM: J. Anibas, 10 AM: S. Rossano 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Jan. 18/19 

Sat 4:30 PM Larry Verdegan 

Sun. 8:00 AM People of St. James 

 10:00 AM Eddie Barnett 

Jan. 21-24 

Tue. 5:30 PM Marvin and Betty Abts 

Wed. 9:00 AM Susann Rohrer 

Thu:  9:45 AM Lorraine Gilles (at DoveWest) 

Fri. 8:00 AM Randy Crocker and David Crocker 

Jan. 25/26 

Sat 4:30 PM Mary Mayer and daughter Mary 

Sun. 8:00 AM People of St. James 

 10:00 AM Grace and McKenna Steward 

PARISH EVENTS: 

Mon. 1/20 St. Anne’s Yarners (knitters), 10 AM GS 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Event, 6 PM 

1/23-31  Book Fair, GS 

Sun. 1/26 KC Breakfast 

  RCIA, 9 AM 

  WI Rite to Life Rally, 1-4 PM, Church 

  Pool Tournament, 1-3 PM, Parish Center 

Sermon on the Amount January 5, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (212) $15,275.50 

 2019 same week (228) $14,948.50 

Students $12.75 

Plate $662.79 

Total  $15,951.04 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Dec. 31, 2019: 

 Actual (July 1-Dec. 31) $305,409.07 

 Budgeted (July 1-Dec. 31) $319,240.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Jan. 5 was 

$525.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $42,142.60. 

Religious Education Events 

Date Group Grade Event 

1/19  9/10 Community Table  

1/22 B 1-8 Class 

  9/10 Teaching Mass Parents & Students 

1/24  6-8 Action City Teen Rally, 6 PM 

1/29 A 1-8 Class 

Sacrament of Baptism: A required Pre-Baptism class is 

offered once a month at 9:00 AM in the small room off the 

Gathering Space. Next class: Jan. 26.. Sacrament of 

Marriage: By Diocesan regulation, all couples are required 

to begin the preparation and instruction at least six 

months in advance of a desired date. Please contact Fr. 

Tom before setting a date. Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturdays 3:30-4:00 PM or by appointment. 

Volunteer Board Member Positions 

The Regis Catholic Schools Foundation will be holding 

elections in February for additional volunteer Board Mem-

ber positions. Board members will provide leadership and 

on-going vision for all Regis Catholic Schools Foundation 

and Advancement efforts. To apply, please email a brief 

biography and details on how your skills will help the 

RCS Foundation generate continued or enhanced financial 

support to Foundation@RegisCatholicSchools.com. Ap-

plications will be accepted through January 24. 

St. James School Events 

Jan. 20 – NO SCHOOL 

 21 – Jeans for Jesus – Autism Society 

 22 – School Mass KG Leading 

 23 – Report Cards Home 

 25 – Bloomer Jump Rope Contest 

 27-31 Catholic Schools Week 

 27 – Family Night at Chippewa Valley Museum 5-7 PM 

 28 – Books and Breakfast G.S. 7:30-8:30 AM G.S.  

 Author Robert Reid Visits St. James Elementary School.  

 29 – 10:00 a.m. Mass at Regis High School,  

  Parent Lunch at 11:45. 

 30 – Sports Day:  

 Regis High School Basketball players visit school 2 PM.  

 31 – Free Dress Day with silly socks.  

 Movies, board games, and bingo in the afternoon. 

New Parishioners/Pastoral Visitations/Prayer Tree: 

Please contact Christine if you would like to join the par-

ish, be visited at home or at the hospital, or have a prayer 

request.  

Elizabeth Ministry: If you or someone you know is ex-

pecting, contact Christine to be connected with support-

ive volunteers. 
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Sites around St. James  

The St. James The Greater K of C Roundtable will be serving their 

Winter Breakfast Sunday Jan. 26 from 8:30 to 11:30 AM in the Parish 

Hall. Menu: scrambled eggs, ham, hashbrowns, biscuits & sausage 

gravy, cinnamon rolls, and more. Cost: $7.00 adults, $3.00 children 

6-12, (5 & under are free). A continental breakfast is offered at 

$1.50. Family price (parents and more than 2 children) is $20.00. 

St. James will be participating in the Action City Teen Rally on Friday, Jan. 24 from 6:00-9:30. Cost is $20 per student if 

you sign up ahead of time or $25 at the door. Bring a friend if you’d like. There will be two hours of Action City play, pizza 

dinner and a Catholic speaker to motivate you!! If you have any questions, contact Kelly at beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com. 

Sign up on parish website stjameseauclaire.org 

You’re invited: Be a part of our new photo directory! 

Our last directory was printed in 2017. As you look 

around you during mass, you will see that we have new 

families, there have been weddings, and babies, and kids 

who are young adults now. We’re changing, and a new 

photo directory will help us capture these changes. 

 

If you didn’t have a photo in the last directory, or your 

family has changed, or you just don’t like the old photo, 

come get a new one! If you had a photo in the old directo-

ry and are content with it, it will carry over to the new 

directory so you don’t need to do anything. 

Everyone who has a photo in the directory, whether 

the 2017 one or a new one, will get a new directory.  

If you don't have a photo in the directory we will have some available for purchase. 

 

We currently have FOUR dates open!! We may add more due to great turnout! 

Current dates/times: Tuesday, Feb. 11, Tuesday Feb. 18, Wednesday Feb. 19, each from 2-9 PM, and Wednesday Feb. 

26 (Ash Wednesday) from noon to 7 PM. In the Gathering Space. 

If you can’t make any of the dates, you can submit a photo for a small fee, or you can get a visitor form from Christine and 

go to Unitarian Universalist church Feb. 13-15. 

 

Sign up online: https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b6bbzgbs/ or by calling the parish office and 

asking Anne or Christine to do it for you. 

 

Appointments take about an hour. You will receive a free copy of your photo. In addition, Lifetouch will donate $2 for each 

family photographed to help support meals in the community. Also, if you donate to the St. Francis Food Pantry, you’ll get a 

coupon for $5 off your order if you purchase any photos (no pressure to buy anything though)! 

 

We will have in person sign up after all the masses January 18/19 and 25/26. 

We need ALL of you to sign up to make our directory complete. The directory is a great resource tool to help us connect 

names with faces! Our directory will showcase your family portrait and have contact information in it. Sign up today!  

WANTED: 

SOMEONE 

TO PLAY ME!  

Burrachos is teaming up with 

JONAH (Joining Our Neigh-

bors Advancing Hope)  

for a community fundraising 

event. Join us on Tuesday, 

Feb.4, 4:00 to 8:00 PM. 

Burrachos located across from Kohl’s,  5314 PRILL 

ROAD. Up to 25% of all sales will go to JONAH.   

St James Social Concerns Committee is meeting 

on Thursday, Jan. 23 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM in the Gather-

ing Space. We will be brainstorming what our priorities 

should be: join us!! Bring your ideas!! 
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of Eau Claire 

(715) 839-4943 
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(715) 839-8602

901 S. Farwell St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available
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Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled
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1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  
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715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Your Locally Owned 
Office Products Company

www.northwestofficeproducts.com
Phone: 715.855.7823 Fax: 715.514.0283
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of Eau Claire

(715) 839-4943
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www.pbmbank.com
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All Insurance Estimates Given
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Furniture 
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Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader

4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701
(715) 855-9220 • Dr. Emily Hehli

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

Serving the 
Chippewa Valley 

Since 1993

715.839.0906

ArthurAccounting@gmail.com

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com
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715.579.1418 *Call or Text


