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This weekend should have been First Eucharist for the children of St. James.  

Please keep these students in your prayers as they wait to receive Jesus for the first time. 

 

First Eucharist Students at St. James the Greater 2020 



    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Hello again. I’m not sure how many people are reading the bulletin these days, but we are trying to keep as much 

communication going out from our offices as possible in these days of physical separation.  

 

We are getting a very good response from people who tune in and pray the mass with us from our YouTube 

channel. Still, every day I hear of a very active parishioner who has no idea that our weekend masses are online. You 

can search our YouTube channel, “St. James Parish Eau Claire.” If you hit “subscribe” you will be notified or reminded 

when an event is coming up. Last weekend, about 200 people tuned in for our “Live Stream” celebration which is 

every Saturday at 4:30. These videos and then also available until the Second Coming up in the internet and can be 

accessed via our YouTube channel or through our Facebook page. Last I checked, last weekend’s mass, which had 

200 “live” viewers now has had just shy of 1500 total views, so people watch it Sunday morning or whenever they can. 

Our Good Friday service has been viewed over 2500 times. So, it has been a great form of outreach. We are checking 

about the possibility of upgrading our equipment so it can be streamed better and more easily. One parishioners 

offered to help pay for this, and if anyone else might be interested please let us know. And thanks to Don Byrne and 

Landon Cerny who stay committed to bringing these masses to your homes, as well as to all our musicians and 

readers who offer their time.  

 

Besides our weekend masses, I’m offering a “mid-week chat” that ends up on our YouTube channel and our 

Facebook page. It there are any topics you’d like me to address, let me know. This week I also tried “Zoom” meeting 

to pray with Scripture. If that goes well, I might make that a weekly event. Check our FB page to see about upcoming 

sessions.  

 

Our staff and parish councils have been using Zoom to meet, and it has gone very well, except for not being able to 

get John Guettinger on board for our last finance meeting.  

 

At the same time, we know that approximately 300 of our parish households do not have internet access (We 

assume because they have no email addresses). Our school families are getting hard copy lessons from their teachers, 

and all parishioners are so very welcome to receive these bulletins in the mail. So, if you are reading this online and 

know someone who could benefit from receiving it in the mail, please let us know.  

 

THANK YOU to everyone who has so conscientiously and generously remembered St. James with financial 

gifts. In these very uncertain times, I can feel the love and commitment in these gifts as people want to help make 

sure we stay afloat. The parish finance council met last week and was very happy to see the parish income, which had 

fallen the second half of March, come back very strong in the first weeks of April.  

 

Among the staff whom I named and thanked for their extra efforts during this time of physical separation, I forgot to 

mention our music director, Mary Kolstad. It was heartening in a way to hear from several people that they thought 

it was wrong not to name her—it means we’re looking out for one another and that people love Mary! Rest assured, 

that it was a simple act mind lapse on my part as I realize how hard she labors for the good of St. James and how 

important that labor is.  

 

Mary’s husband, Mike, by the way has been crazy busy at our church as well. As I pointed out at the end of last 

weekend’s video mass, he has beautifully repurposed the decorative steel from our old communion rail in about 

seven places in our sanctuary, in front the reading stands and under the hand railings and under the shelves that are 

attached to the wall on either side of the altar. They are classy and make a lovely connection to the altar rail of happy 

memory. Mike’s next project is looking at a new ambo (stand from which our Scriptures are proclaimed), that will be 

larger and protrude toward the pews more. This project will of course need to be passed by our liturgy committee, 

parish councils and the diocesan office of worship.  

 

I’ll leave you with a quote that I came upon last week and really like. It is from Adel Bestavros, an Egyptian man, a 

lawyer and active Christian (Coptic) who lived from 1924-2005, and was often persecuted by the government 

because of his faith. He wrote: Patience with others is Love; patience with self is Hope; patience with God is 

Faith. These are good words to keep in mind during these very challenging days. Keep the faith and be good to 

one another. Peace.  
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Mission Statement 

We, the people of St. James the Greater Parish in Eau 

Claire, are a community of Catholic believers. We 

nurture our relationship with God and others through 

prayer, worship, Scripture, evangelization and 

education. We are committed to spiritual growth, 

service and stewardship. We embrace the diversity of 

gifts and needs of all people. 
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Mass Intentions & Schedule 

(Fr. Tom is saying mass every day privately, for each intention.  

He is even adding a mass on Mondays.  

While we can’t gather publically,  

we can all hold these intentions in our hearts.) 

Sat. Apr. 25 Leo Schaff 

Sun.  Apr. 26 Eddie Barnett 

Mon. Apr. 27 Marvin and Betty Abts 

Tue. Apr. 28 Special Intention 

Wed. Apr. 29 Michelle Hardy 

Thu:  Apr. 30 Richard Robelia and John 

Fri. May 01 Rosalie Schilling 

Sat. May 02 Marie Zurbuchen 

Sun.  May 03 Living Members of the PCCW 

Pastoral Ministry  

Please contact Christine, Jacky or Fr. Tom if you want to 

talk, or be on the prayer tree, or if you need anything dur-

ing these crazy times.  

Jacky and Christine both have their personal cell numbers 

on their office voicemail—please feel free to call.  

We miss seeing you so much! And pray for you regularly.  

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Coord. of Liturgical Music mkolstad@charter.net 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Sermon on the Amount April 12, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (111) $14,804.00 

 2019 same week (222) $13,901.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $20.36 

Total  $14,824.36 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Mar. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Mar. 31) $468,459.12 

 Budgeted (July 1-Mar. 31) $478,880.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Apr. 12 was 

$420.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $54,882.36. 

COVID-19: A PRAYER OF SOLIDARITY 

 (from the US Conference of Catholic Bishops) 

For all who have contracted coronavirus, 

     We pray for care and healing. 

For those who are particularly vulnerable, 

     We pray for safety and protection. 

For all who experience fear or anxiety, 

     We pray for peace of mind and spirit. 

For affected families who are facing difficult decisions between food on the table or public safety, 

     We pray for policies that recognize their plight. 

For those who do not have adequate health insurance, 

     We pray that no family will face financial burdens alone. 

For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration status, 

     We pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of all. 

For our brothers and sisters around the world, 

     We pray for shared solidarity. 

For public officials and decisionmakers, 

     We pray for wisdom and guidance. 

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all. 

     Grant peace. 

     Grant comfort. 

     Grant healing. 

     Be with us, Lord. 

Amen. 

OUR CORE VALUES 

Fully Loving, Faithfully 

Teaching, Compassionate-

ly Serving, Truly Living, 

Joyfully Catholic  
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Second Sunday of Easter 

Act 2:42-47; John 20:19-31 

  

Someone sent me this joke years ago and I uncovered it while uncluttering last week.  So, as a new bride, Edna moved into 

the small home on her husband Jack’s ranch.  She put a shoe box on a shelf in her closet and asked him never to touch 

it.  For fifty years Jack left the box alone, until Edna was old and dying.  One day when he was putting their affairs in order, 

he remembered the box and thought it might hold something important.  Opening it, he found two lace doilies, along with 

$82,500.  Jack took the box to Edna and asked her about the contents.  “My mother gave me that box the day we were mar-

ried,” she said.  “She told me to make a doily to help ease my frustrations every time I got mad at you.”  Forgetting about the 

money, Jack was touched that in all of fifty years, Edna had only been mad at him twice.  But then he saw the money and 

asked, “But what’s the $82,500 for?”  “Oh,” she said, “that’s the money I made selling the doilies.”  

  

Edna shows us a constructive way to deal with hard feelings without rupturing relationships.  Bill learned, after perhaps some 

embarrassment, about the merciful love of his beloved, who loved him through thick and thin. 

  

That merciful love is like the love of Jesus.  Jesus predicted that his Apostles would abandon him on the day of his 

death.  He would have had every reason to come back at them angry.  But that’s not was Risen Life is like.  Risen Life, 

seen in the Risen Jesus is all merciful.  He wishes them “Peace.”   What a relief they must have felt! The lesson for 

us:  Never ever, ever, feel embarrassed coming to the Lord in prayer.  He will always wish you peace. Maybe you’ve been 

away from Church, maybe you’ve been inattentive to Jesus, maybe you’ve done some things in your life that make 

you ashamed.  Jesus comes to you.  Do not be afraid; he wishes you peace.  

  

So much of living in the light of Christ’s Resurrection, living as a new creation, has to do with our relationships.  With Jesus, 

of course, learning to trust his love and learning to invite his sometimes challenging voice that moves us along the way of 

salvation.  But it’s also our relationships with one another that are key to living risen life.  We hear that obviously in the first 

reading that describes how the first Christians put aside selfishness and greed and shared everything in common.  I also 

hear it in the Gospel account.  

  

It is really significant that “Thomas was not with them when the Lord appeared.”  Because Thomas is my patron saint, 

I often project my own experiences onto him, and because I have sometimes felt at odds with a group, or excluded and left 

out, I feel a lot of tension in that simple sentence about Thomas not being with them.  Maybe he didn’t get his way on a 

group decision, or felt unheard, unvalued, and so he took off and sulked. Whatever the case, he would have seen the Lord if 

he were with them.  

  

I remember one evening as a young adult.  I think it was a Friday because I was looking forward to doing something fun 

with a group of friends.  And honestly I don’t remember how it all transpired, but I know I soured on the group, felt hurt, and 

went home, alone.  What I do most vividly remember is that while I was lying on my bed, trying to read but distracted by my 

sulking.  One of my friends approached, though the doors were locked, by yelling up to my bedroom window.  Leaving no 

room for my embarrassment at my immaturity, the friend just said, “I hope you’re OK, come one down and let’s join the par-

ty.”  It was a beautiful gift to me; it was healing.  

  

We might consider in prayer this week people who have come through your locked doors, sought you out and 

healed you.  If you can think of one, that person was Christ to you.  Also, you might consider in prayer someone 

whom you could seek out and include.  You have the opportunity to be Christ to that person.  

  

So often, we make the idea of coming to faith about a mental decision to believe.  We focus on Thomas needing proof.  He 

also needed to be with his brothers.  A large part of faith is about belonging, being together so that we can see the Lord.  

  

I thirst, as do most of you, I’m sure, for the day we’re all together in this space again.  I suppose you could read the Gospel 

account today as the Lord coming to us in Eucharist but you missed him because you’re not here within these walls.  I hope 

we know better.  I hope we know that whenever two or more are gathered in his name, he is present among us.  Let us allow 

ourselves to both seek and be found, by the Lord Jesus and by one another. 
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Easter Prayer 

 

Halleluia! 

Jesus is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

 

May this declaration 

resound not only in these walls 

but touch the lives 

of all we meet 

and forever be 

the truth of which we speak. 

Your love, 

once sown within a garden, 

tended for your own people, 

neglected and rejected, 

now spreads its sweet perfume 

in this place 

and wherever it is shown. 

 

Halleluia! 

Jesus is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  

What Does Easter Mean to You? 

 

When I think of Easter at St James church, I remember coming to Easter Mass with the church being full of 

people, all dressed up. The little children, especially the little girls would be so happy to be finally wearing their new pret-

ty clothes. The Sanctuary would be decorated so beautifully by Liturgy Committee. Spring flowers donated in memory of  

their families would on the floor of the Sanctuary. The Mass would begin and the organ would begin playing and everyone 

would join withe Choir singing JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY ALLELUIA! 

Wishing everyone a Happy Easter, ALLELUIA!! 

Kathy - Parishioner 

 

Easter is such a special time for family....I vividly remember my grandma....she would take such pains to help all of her 

grandkids decorate eggs, take old wool socks and make them into dap brushes...making sure we were on point! Her love 

her compassion her joy in celebrating new birth with the eggs was....memorable! She made the most beautiful egg designs 

but she always told us how beautiful each of ours were (not so much). Her spirit her joy her love her desire to let each of 

us know how special we were. That is what Easter is to me...The celebrating of life of family and of God how he peeks 

into our lives and shares his heart.  

Terri - Parishioner  
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