
St. James the Greater 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2020 



Message from Fr. Tom-- 

 

Hello everyone. I hope everyone is hanging in there. I’ve been doing fine, but am finding that things that were initially 

kind of fun about these days of isolation, such as sleeping in, are starting to get a bit old, and I need to challenge 

myself toward more self-discipline and take my own advice about making the best of this time. I’m glad to hear that 

our video masses and my mid-week messages on YouTube continue to be helpful to many people. Still, as I know and 

have heard from you, “It’s not the same.” It will be fascinating how our parish life plays out as restrictions are lifted 

gradually. What will we do when it becomes possible to gather in groups of fifty? I really don’t know, but will be 

pondering with the rest of the Church.  

 

I read a good article by an Italian priest and Vatican official, Fr. Frederico Lombardi, about “Spiritual Communion.” 

He wrote that “’Spiritual communion’ was a religious practice [in my youth] that aimed at making us feel 

continuously united to Jesus, not only when we received Communion during Mass, but also at other times and 

places. It was not an alternative to sacramental Communion, but in a certain sense continued and prepared for it…. 

To come to understand anew that the Eucharist is a gratuitous and surprising gift of the Lord Jesus, neither trivial 

nor banal… to desire it with all one’s heart… continually… Can this also be a consequence of these disturbing times?” 

 

That would be a great spiritual outcome of these days of Eucharistic deprivation, as would a keener sense among all 

of us of what it feels like to be in communion with Jesus during our time outside of church.  

 

Lou Hein and Roy Ashbeck have been hard at work, thick as thieves in a good way, making the land around the 

rectory very well groomed, indeed. They've had help from others for sure, including Lou's wife Joanne, but these were 

the two I saw on Monday afternoon after they had cleared several pick-up beds full of brush and hauled it away. 

Louise Roach purchased a dumping permit for our yard waste, and apparently it has paid for itself five times over 

already. One Saturday morning while I was drifting in and out of sleep while trying to read a book, I thought I was 

dreaming when I heard voices. One voice in particular was offering a passionate description of the differences 

between jackrabbits and hares. An odd dream that would be, so my groggy mind thought maybe my radio alarm 

which is set to the public station came on. That's the kind of thing they talk about on public radio. Upon gaining 

greater consciousness, however, I realized it was none other than our retried veterinarian Lou Hein sharing his 

knowledge, probably with Roy. I hope everyone gets to meet Lou and Joanne, and Roy, too. Really good folks.  

 

Speaking of our grounds, we have the happy circumstance of having Jim Forster continuing to oversee our mowing 

and overall lawn maintenance. He's really great because, in addition to mowing well, he helps maintain the machines 

and follows up on problems like broken sprinkler heads. He even got a good deal for us on new gutters for the rectory 

last year. He does all this when he's not leading us in song with his "master singers" voice. Oh, he helped with the 

gutter project while with the Master Singers touring Paris, France last year. That's some dedication. Further good 

news is that fellow parishioner and friend of Jim’s, Steve Kassing, will be assisting Jim in the lawn work this year. 

Again I would venture to say that they will be "thick as thieves," except for the fact that they are both retired police 

officers, so that analogy doesn't work so well with them.  

 

It seems that the Leader-Telegram has stopped publishing a religion page each week, unless I'm not seeing it in a new 

place. My friend Fr. Tom Lindner, who used to work at the Leader-Telegram, thinks that it was probably a cost 

saving measure, maybe just in the short-term. It used to publish my writing from time to time, which was a nice form 

of community outreach for me. So, we'll see. In the meantime, in case you didn't know, I do have a blog of written 

reflections if you ever want to check it out. If you subscribe, you will get a notice when I post something. You can 

find it at: chasingdoubt.wordpress.com.  

 

On Monday night, I read a news article that really cheered me up. It reported some very promising research toward a 

vaccine for COVID-19. There are lots of places working like crazy to develop a vaccine, seven of them funded by 

Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates and his wife Melinda, but this one is out of Oxford University in England. 

Apparently they're just starting to do human trials after it was very successful on rhesus monkeys. A dozen of these 

monkeys were inoculated first and then given a dose of COVID-19 that made all other monkeys sick when they 

received it. None of the inoculated monkeys got sick. I love how smart we humans can be; sometimes it almost 

balances out how stupid we can be--sorry for that small dose of cynicism.  

 

The Lord is near. He is the Good Shepherd. Peace.  
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Fr. Tom’s Homily, 26 April 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Luke 24:13-35 

 

One of my favorite folk tales is about the fox and the tiger, and the man, who walks into the deep jungle and sees a poor 

fox without any legs sitting under a tree, unable to move. The man wonders how he’ll survive the day, so he watches until 

sunset when he sees a tiger come into the clearing and approach the fox with a slab of meat which the fox eats to live an-

other day. The man is astounded. He wonders what will happen the next day, so he returns to observe the same thing hap-

pen again. “See how the Lord provides!” he said, and then had a thought to do the same thing so that the Lord might pro-

vide for him. So, he found another clearing and just sat there with no food or water from noon onward, expecting the Lord 

to send a Tiger or a hyena or something to bring him food and drink. Sunset comes and goes, the man is distraught that no 

one brought him anything. He even voices a prayer of complaint, “God why did you leave me all alone to go hungry?” The 

Lord answered, “You need to learn, my foolish one, to not imitate the fox, but imitate the tiger.” 

 

I’ve had a theme in my mind since Holy Week, that in these days when we cannot receive Eucharist, receive the host 

and drink from the cup, we can nonetheless BE the Eucharist, much like BEING the tiger in that story. One of the most 

memorable homilies I ever heard was on TV back in the early 90’s when a priest named Henri Nouwen was speaking about 

the Eucharist. Whether it is today’s Gospel account of the Road to Emmaus, or the stories of multiplication of loaves, or of 

the last supper, there are usually four verbs involved. Jesus TAKES, BLESSES, BREAKS AND GIVEN. And Henri Nouwen’s 

point (spelled out beautifully in his short book Life of the Beloved) is that it’s not just the bread that is taken, blessed, bro-

ken and given, but our very selves, if we are walking the way of Jesus or call it a “Eucharistic lifestyle.”  

 

We are all “Taken,” we are chosen. Before we even have a thought of God, God has thought of us and has loved us 

into life. We are all blessed by God’s sustaining and unconditional love.  We wouldn’t be here if God didn’t love us; 

nothing would be. We are all broken, incomplete, prone to selfishness, wanting more than we can or ought to have, 

frustrated, prone to illness, suffering loss on a regular basis. Yet, even broken, we are called to be given and pour our 

lives out for the life of the world. That’s the pattern of Jesus’ life, so it’s the pattern of us who would follow him. It’s the 

pattern of the Eucharist.  

 

It’s just a beautiful way to live, knowing you’re blessed and turning to bless others. It touches us so much when we see it 

in Jesus, which is why we repeat the story at the altar every time we gather: He took break, blessed it and broke it and said 

“This is my Body, given for you.’ It’s not just so we can admire Jesus but so it sinks into our hearts and minds. It’s why 

we’re inspired by the “new heroes” of our day. Our heroes are no longer people who throw touchdowns and hit home 

runs. Rather, they are people who help feed us, who take care of the sick, who protect us from harm, at some risk to 

themselves. They are taken, blessed, broken and given.  

 

Given our time of pandemic right now, I want to say a little bit more about being broken. I think it’s the key to BEING Eu-

charist. I tend to think of Jesus in the act of giving—giving his life, healing, feeding. But he’s also the broken one, on the 

cross and in the broken ones now. He’s the person fighting for their lives on ventilators, in others suffering from loneliness 

and fear. And to be able to give and serve like he does, we need to know like he did, what it is to be broken. I, for ex-

ample, am best at hearing the sins of others when I’m well aware of my own sins. I serve the grieving best, when I 

share my own sadness with the Lord. When we serve each other with a sense of common brokenness and need for love, 

then our service is in communion with people and not from above them.  

 

These times give us an opportunity to get in touch with and embrace our brokenness, as the truth of our lives and as an 

avenue to lean on God more and be Eucharist for others. From a new awareness of our common fragility, new and deep-

er community can be born.  

 

I had a dream last week. I didn’t remember the dream much, but I remember that when I awoke I had the feeling of deep 

grief in my gut. Lying there in bed I wondered from where the sadness came. My first association was superficial but point-

ed to something deeper. I have been playing these word games on the computer that are quite challenging to me. You get 

scored. As you put together more correct answers you’re rated as a “on your way,” to “nice,” to “solid,” to “great,” to 

“amazing,” and finally, to “genius.” Now, I don’t hit “genius” often, but I did the day before, with a lot of help from some 

friends. And I think the sadness of the morning was this: that the success of the day before was nothing I could hang onto.  

 

(continued on the next page) 
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Mission Statement 

We, the people of St. James the Greater Parish in Eau 

Claire, are a community of Catholic believers. We 

nurture our relationship with God and others through 

prayer, worship, Scripture, evangelization and 

education. We are committed to spiritual growth, 

service and stewardship. We embrace the diversity of 

gifts and needs of all people. 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

(Fr. Tom is saying mass every day privately, for each intention.  

He is even adding a mass on Mondays.  

While we can’t gather publically,  

we can all hold these intentions in our hearts.) 

Sat. May 02 Marie Zurbuchen 

Sun.  May 03 Living Members of the PCCW 

Mon. May 04 Ruth Bridges 

Tue. May 05 Susan Rohrer 

Wed. May 06 George Hanson 

Thu:  May 07 Vic Robertson 

Fri. May 08 Bill Keegan 

Sat. May 09 Jim and LaVerne Kelley 

Sun.  May 10 Francis Koller 

Pastoral Ministry  

Please contact Christine, Jacky or Fr. Tom if you want to 

talk, or be on the prayer tree, or if you need anything dur-

ing these crazy times.  

Jacky and Christine both have their personal cell numbers 

on their office voicemail—please feel free to call.  

We miss seeing you so much! And pray for you regularly.  

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Coord. of Liturgical Music mkolstad@charter.net 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Sermon on the Amount April 19, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (158) $18,706.50 

 2019 same week (209) $16,287.50 

Students $0.00 

Plate $0.00 

Total  $18,706.50 

 

Easter $9,088.00 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Mar. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Mar. 31) $468,459.12 

 Budgeted (July 1-Mar. 31) $478,880.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Apr. 19 was 

$165.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $55,047.36. 

Fr. Tom’s Homily continued: 

The new day meant a new puzzle and new challenges and I probably wouldn’t score as well as I did yesterday.  

 

And I connected that thought to these times. There’s a lot we don’t control. We can’t hang on to the success of yester-

day as a guarantee of today. The security of yesterday might or might not be the security of tomorrow. We can’t bot-

tle our security and put it on the shelf for it to last forever. The political divisions in our society are suffocating. There is so 

much loss and grief and more to come. We are broken.  

 

There is a fear response to brokenness that is not of God in which we scramble to feel secure again, fight with others to 

get what’s mine, build walls to protect ourselves. 

 

There’s also a love response that is from God. It comes from situating our brokenness in the wider story of being Taken, 

blessed, broken and given. Accepting our brokenness, seeing Christ in it, and from our brokenness experiencing compas-

sion and love for others who are also broken.  

 

That’s somber, but I hope you can also here the joy in it. Toward that I’d like to close with a couple verses from a song I 

wrote some years ago about being Eucharist. 

 

Refrain: You come to us and you bless us, give us strength to be broken. Now lead us to the joy of giving ourselves away. 

Verse 1 You are the Life and Resurrection. Where you have gone, we hope to follow. May we who partake of you become what we eat. 

Verse 4 When you saw your people hungry, you took five loaves, their humble offering. Now Take us, Break us, Give us, as your life for the world.  
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For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire 

(715) 839-4943 
Tour Available 

(715) 839-8602

901 S. Farwell St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Subsidized Housing 
One Bedroom Apartments

Call for program requirements & amenities
HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income  

Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Your Locally Owned 
Office Products Company

www.northwestofficeproducts.com
Phone: 715.855.7823 Fax: 715.514.0283

For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire

(715) 839-4943

Tour Available 
(715) 839-8602

300 William St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Call for program 
requirements & 

amenities

HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income 
Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader

4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701
(715) 855-9220 • Dr. Emily Hehli

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com


