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    Message from Fr. Tom 
Hello. Amid everything else, Happy Mother’s Day! In just a couple months my own mother will turn 90, God willing. I 
sent her some chocolate on Monday, and it’s supposed to arrive on Friday, which seems like a long time. Fortunately, the 
cool temperatures this should make the chocolate arrive intact and not in a molten mass. I hope she can enjoy the treat 
and eat with without guilt and calorie counting. In any event, I hope that those of you whose mothers have died can 
appreciate some moments of gratitude and communion, and those whose mothers are still quite alive on earth can 
express your love for your moms. 
 

All of us pastors and of course you as well are getting anxious to see what the “next step” will be like when public 
masses are again allowed in our diocese. This is one time when I’m very glad not to be “on our own” to make our own 
rules. Different dioceses are making different choices about how open the churches should be, but it seems very likely 
that at some time in the next couple months there will be public masses, but in a very limited way.  Milwaukee and St. 
Paul/Minneapolis are saying that in a few more weeks public masses can be held but with no more than 25% or 30% of 
the church’s capacity. I think on a typical Saturday 4:30 mass or Sunday 10:00 Mass we’re at about 70% capacity. So, if a 
rule like that comes out, what will we do? Honestly, I couldn’t tell you. I’d for sure like to get First Communion mass 
celebrated first, and then Confirmation. Beyond that, it will take a lot of discussion about how to follow the guidelines 
that will come to us from La Crosse (our diocese).  
 

Speaking of the lack of people in church these days, Laurie Osberg, who seems to have a source for the best churchy 
cartoons, shared a cartoon that showed several people, prim and proper, seated in the front pews of church on both sides 
of the aisle, and one woman walking up the center aisle with frizzled hair, a steaming cup of coffee in her left hand, and 
wearing a bath robe around her body and oversized bunny rabbit slippers on her feet. The caption reads, “Mrs. Jones got 
a little too used watching online mass at home.”  
 

With all this uncertainty and change in the air, we first need to be compassionate for those who are hurting, supportive 
of those who are helping, and patient with everyone, including ourselves and God. Our moral character is being tested 
these days, so we need to ask for the grace to respond with grace. 
 

I have heard several people say that during this time of fasting from Eucharist, we should take the opportunity to 
“Feast on the Word.” This would mean taking more time with the readings at mass and discussing or reflecting on 
them or the homily. Additionally, you could use any extra unstructured time to actually read the Bible. If you’re like me, 
most of your knowledge of the Bible comes through years of hearing it at mass. It can be very enlightening to actually 
read an entire Gospel account in one setting (Mark is the shortest if you’re looking to save time). And toward that end, I 
would be happy to give you a brand spankin’ new Bible as I ordered forty of them for a local charity. By the time 
they arrived, the charity had gotten some elsewhere, so they are ours to enjoy. They’re in small print but an excellent 
translation with all the deutero-canonical books and helpful footnotes. Just let me know. Also, Anne Henriksen hand-
made several beautiful rosary ropes, and would be delighted to give them away.  
 

The St. Francis Food Pantry on Truax Blvd is open to give out food three times in May: May 18 & 20 from 9 AM-1 PM, 
and May 22, from 9 AM to 12 PM. Feed My People Food Bank takes its show on the road throughout the Chippewa 
Valley, including two sites in Eau Claire. Every Friday from 2:30-3:30 PM you can go to Lakeshore Elementary 
School for free groceries and they are at the Brewing Projekt on N. Oxford Ave every third Wednesday from 2:00-
3:00. No ID is required and you can even pick up groceries for someone else, in addition to yourself. You can also donate 
to the Feed My People Food Bank (which is s partner of St. Francis Food Pantry) through its website 
fmpfoodbank.org. 
 

Speaking of money or lack of it, Rob Sorensen, Anne Henriksen and I hammered out a balanced budget with more 
effort than usual. Sadly, we were not able to offer our excellent staff any raise this year, given the instability of the 
economy. I do so appreciate people who have been able to give to St. James during these days of uncertainty, 
including those who have shared their stimulus check with us. At the same time, I realize many are unable to give 
at this time—I understand completely! 
 

I have heard lot of stories of Neighbors helping Neighbors in recent weeks, younger ones checking in on older ones and 
getting groceries for them. Families are helping Families, too. I talked to one parishioner last week who said that she lost 
her job in March and is living off Social Security alone these days, but that she received great news last week! Her niece 
and her husband are moving to Eau Claire and asked her to move in with them, rent free. How many nieces and nephews
-in-law would do that? Inspiring. I hope we can all do something inspiring this week, or, in other words, something 
that would make God smile. Peace.  
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Fr. Tom’s Homily 3 May 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a,36-41; John 10:10 
  
That’s a verse to commit to memory, friends.  The last line of today’s Gospel account:  I have come that they might have life, 
and have it abundantly.  The old translation I like even better:  I came so that they might have life, and have it to the full.  
Whenever you’re making a decision and seeking God’s will, whenever you are in the midst of change, whenever you might 
doubt the Lord’s goodness and care for you, call it to mind.  In fact, commit the citation to memory—it’s an easy one:  John 
10:10.  Jesus wants you to have an abundant life.  Not a dull one, not a miserable one, not a petty one; a full one.  
 
The catch is, in the Christian calculus of life, getting to fullness often needs to be preceded by emptiness and some suffer-
ing.  If we’d gain ourselves, we have to lose ourselves, Jesus said in various ways, often and consistently.  If we want to be 
filled with Spirit, with the life-giving love of God, we have to make room for it and empty ourselves of pride, anger, 
greed…all those things that are not of God.  
 
We see that in the first reading very clearly.  It ends joyfully with three thousand people receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit 
and being added to the People of God, the Church. But if you noticed they didn’t get there by just saying, “Yes I’d like 
the gift of the spirit and to be baptized.”  First they were, in the words of the account, “cut to the heart.”  Before they 
were exalted into the joy of being baptized, living in the light of God’s love and forgiveness, they had to feel the pain of their 
sins in their hearts.  They were cut to the cut, when they heard Peter’s accusation that they were complicit in the crucifix-
ion of Jesus.  Even though it said 3000 were converted that day I’m sure many more heard and did not have the courage, in-
sight, and, mostly, humility, to admit they needed to repent.  It’s not easy to let yourself be cut to the heart. 
 
I was remembering part of King David’s story, I think, because of this.  Last fall while away on sabbatical, I walked a cer-
tain path through the city of Bethlehem often.  One day I told a resident where I had walked and he said, “You walked right 
by David’s wells!”  I had no idea what he was talking about.  But I went back, and sure enough there was a sign marking 
three wells that unattractively had rubber hoses coming out of them, but the sign told the story of Second Samuel, chapter 
23, when King David told people he was thirsty and longed to drink of the wells of Bethlehem, his home town. Though he 
was very near Bethlehem, he could not go there because he was old and because the Philistines controlled the area.  Want-
ing to please their king, however, some soldiers broke enemy lines, at the risk of their lives, and brought back water from 
those wells.  When David heard the story, he poured the water on the ground, refusing to drink it.  “Could I drink the blood 
of these men who got this water at the risk of their lives?” He put the lives of his men at a higher value than his thirst.  
He was a Good Shepherd to them. 
 
But how did he get that way?  He wasn’t always that way.  Early on, he put one of his soldiers in a position of certain 
death so that he could have that man’s wife, Bathsheba.  But over time and with the forceful confrontation of the prophet 
Nathan, he was cut to the heart, humbled, acknowledged his sin and had a new beginning of loving people more than 
his own needs, greeds and ambition.   
 
It's not easy getting to that place where we can be Good Shepherds to others.  Even those we are closest to we can of-
ten use to our selfish ends.  Do we have friends because we truly care for them and want them to thrive or because 
without them we would be lonely?  Falling in love, the first stage, is typically being in love with someone else because 
they make us feel good.  It takes a lot of living, and learning and sacrificing to purify our love as really for the other person.  
I suppose as humans it’s always a little of both—we are fulfilled when we love another person well.  But it’s a different kind 
of fulfillment than just getting our selfish needs, greeds and ambitions satisfied, right?  
 
…which leads us to Jesus.  He is the one presence who is pure love in our lives.  He calls us by name; he will lay down his life 
for us.  He loves us without condition and seek us out when we are lost.  It is his love we imitate though we can never 
reach, very few of us, anyhow.   
 
On this Good Shepherd Sunday, I want to close with a song written just a month ago by Michael Joncas for these days of 
coronavirus.  He sees it as a song of tenderness to give us hope even when we’re not feeling the love of the Good Shepherd.  
It’s in three parts:  past consolations, current trouble, and hope rooted in future deliverance.  Beyond that, I’ll let it speak 
for itself:   
Song on next page….. 
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Regis Controller 
Regis Catholic Schools is pleased to announce that Eric 
Nelson has been promoted internally from interim con-
troller to controller effective July 1.  
Eric’s experience with Regis Catholic Schools began in 
2001 when he was hired as a teacher at Regis Middle 
School. He holds a certification in school business man-
agement, along with a Bachelor’s Degree in business 
administration and a Master’s Degree in history. 
At the start of the 2019-20 academic year, Eric was split 
between his teaching duties and a new role as the assis-
tant to the controller. In November, Eric assumed the 
role of an interim capacity. 
Over the last several months, Eric has worked closely 
with our Regis Catholic Schools Finance Council. Eric’s 
work ethic, along with his collaboration with other 
controllers and business professionals, has helped him 
gain the requisite knowledge to handle the position in a 
professional manner. We are impressed with his atten-
tion to detail, compassion for future financial planning, 
and stability.  
(Eric and family belong to St. James!!) 

Scholarship! 
The Parish Council of Catholic Women will award a $300 
scholarship to each 8th grade student of St. James Parish 
who will be entering Regis High School in the fall of 2020. 
Since we already have the list of Regis Middle School stu-
dents, we are looking for any 8th grade students from the 
Public School System who would be entering Regis as a 
Freshman. Please call Anne at the Parish Office by May 28 
if you are such a student or email: stjameseac@aol.com. 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 
(Fr. Tom is saying mass every day privately. While we can’t gather 

publically, we can all hold these intentions in our hearts.) 
 

Sat. May 09 Jim and LaVonne Kelley 
Sun. May 10 Francis Koller 
Mon. May 11 Wilma Wittig 
Tue. May 12 Bernard and Grace Candelle 
Wed. May 13 Tom & Doreen BaDour 70th Anniversary 
Thu:  May 14 Ed “Bud” Rubesch 
Fri. May 15 Deceased Family of Albert Kamrowski 
Sat. May 16 Ruth Schaff 
Sun.  May 17 Tom Bye 

Pastoral Ministry  
Please contact Christine, Jacky or Fr. Tom if you want to 
talk, or be on the prayer tree, or if you need anything dur-
ing these crazy times.  
Jacky and Christine both have their personal cell numbers 
on their office voicemail—please feel free to call.  
We miss seeing you so much! And pray for you regularly.  

Sermon on the Amount April 26, 2020 
Sunday Adult Envelopes (84) $6,824.00 
 2019 same week (162) $8,372.50 
Students $0.00 
Plate $0.00 
Total  $6,824.00 
 
 
 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Mar. 31, 2020: 
 Actual (July 1-Mar. 31) $468,459.12 
 Budgeted (July 1-Mar. 31) $478,880.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 
and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Apr. 26 was 

$85.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $55,132.36. 

Scrap metal drive 
Because of the virus there is no market for scrap metal. 
The drive will be postponed until the price goes up.  

Fr. Tom’s Homily continued: 
Shepherd and sheep, my God and I: 

to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone 
by. 
You gave me rest by quiet springs 
and filled my soul with peace your loving presence 
brings. 
 
Chorus: 
O shelter me, O shelter me: 
the way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 
O shelter me, O shelter me: 
all will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 
2. Yet now I tread a diff’rent way; 
death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day 
to day. 
I cannot find your peaceful place 
but dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your 
face. 
 
3. I will look back in days to come 
and realize your faithfulness has led me home. 
Within your house I’ll find my peace, 
trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me. 

 
Copyright 2020.  The Jan Michael Joncas Trust/GIA, Inc.  All rights 
reserved. 

Music Ministry 
This message is for ALL of the parish-
ioners and viewers of the Live Streamed 
Masses on Saturdays @ 4:30. The 
Choirs, Directors, and Musicians, MISS 
all of your faces and voices raised in 
song!! All of you are in our prayers and I 

hope that the READINGS, Fr. Tom’s Homilies and the 
SONGS sung in the Mass give you something to hold on to 
for the week. Know that you are in our hearts and we 
hope to be singing with all of you soon.  
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For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire 

(715) 839-4943 
Tour Available 

(715) 839-8602

901 S. Farwell St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Subsidized Housing 
One Bedroom Apartments

Call for program requirements & amenities
HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income  

Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Your Locally Owned 
Office Products Company

www.northwestofficeproducts.com
Phone: 715.855.7823 Fax: 715.514.0283

For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire

(715) 839-4943

Tour Available 
(715) 839-8602

300 William St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Call for program 
requirements & 

amenities

HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income 
Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader

4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701
(715) 855-9220 • Dr. Emily Hehli

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com


