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    Message from Fr. Tom 

The Parish Pastoral Council met on Tuesday. We have been reading a book called Start With Jesus, by Julianne 

Stanz. It has been good for our discussions, with its major theme that Love and Knowledge of Jesus needs to be the 

foundation of any parish that’s doing what it’s supposed to be doing. The author goes as far to say that if any parish 

activity is not serving the mission of connecting people to Jesus, it should be abandoned. I like the book. I asked the 

author if she would come for our Lenten Mission in 2022, but she never responded. Maybe if our Pastoral Council Chair, 

Paula Winter, tries to contact her then she will respond. In any event, I’m very happy that the council members have 

welcomed this call to a heightened and deepened relationship with Jesus as the foundation of our parish life.  

 

For many of us, this “relationship with Jesus” stuff might sound unfamiliar. It certainly was for me until my 20’s. Until 

then, my Catholicism was pretty much about going to mass, and learning ABOUT Jesus. I was always more comfortable 

praying to “God” than to “Jesus,” maybe because I associated praying to Jesus with a form of Evangelical Christianity 

that seemed intolerant of other and not so humble. Gratefully, I’ve met some tolerant and humble Evangelicals since that 

time, but more important have grown steadily in approaching God through Jesus. It is now much more comfortable for 

me to pray right to Jesus and have grown more and more confident that he is the Way, the Truth and the Life. No longer 

do I just know ABOUT Jesus, but have grown to love and lean on Jesus. I appreciate the leap of faith that it requires to 

believe that Jesus is God, but once that leap is made, what a gift our relationship with Jesus turns out to be.  

 

Maybe one thing I’ve resisted about having a “personal relationship with Jesus” is that it risks reducing one’s spirituality 

to a “Me and Jesus” kind of thing. I know it cannot end there, but that relationship with Jesus leads us to relationship 

with others, perhaps most joyfully experienced in a parish setting. But even here, it’s not supposed to stop there. I was 

heartened at our Pastoral Council meeting when Rachel Krusell said that one thing she likes about St. James is that it 

reaches out to serve the wider community. Indeed, it must be so if we are to remain in Him and He remains in us.  

 

I’ve spent a good deal of my energy in recent weeks trying to arrange a possible rescheduling of the Holy Land 

Pilgrimage, now planned for this coming November. A lot of it is “wait and see,” but I have some non-refundable 

deposits coming due, so need to get serious if I want to reschedule this for early 2021. About half of our group expressed 

a desire to stay with the pilgrimage as conditions allow, so we’ll see.  

 

I’m sad to see that wearing face masks has become a political statement of sorts. I’m still going on the assumption that I 

could have this virus and do not want to infect anyone, so I always wear one in public places. I was feeling feverish this 

week, but I knew it was the predictable side effect of my Round Two Shingles shot. I had taken the first shot in 

January, and there’s only a three-month window for the second one (as many of you know), and I decided not to waste 

the first shot. I actually got shingles when I was only 34 years old and living at the Newman Parish in Eau Claire. Strange 

story: I loved to look through the Shopko flyer in the Sunday paper and look for great bargains. That week, Mitchum 

deodorant was on sale. I had never used it before, but knew it had a reputation among many for being “the best.” So, I 

bought some. One day after I first applied the Mitchum to my underarms, a strange rash appeared on my left armpit. My 

conclusion, I think was reasonable: I’m allergic to Mitchum. So, I let it go for five days until I just started feeling worse 

and worse. Then, an urgent care doctor took a look at it and in less than a second said, “You’ve got shingles.” Sometimes, 

he said, if you take an anti-viral drug pronto then it can help heal, but I was beyond that point because of my Mitchum 

misdiagnosis. There’s a moral of the story somewhere but I’m not sure what it is.  

 

I’ve been hosting a Scripture Meditation open to anyone who can use Zoom on their computers. I’m not sure if it’s at 

the best time, but through May anyway we will meet on Thursdays at 2:00 PM. You can find the Zoom link through our 

parish Facebook page. Some people have had trouble connecting with this, so I posted again an invitation on Facebook 

and made a note for you to find the password. I’m sorry it’s complicated for some of you! 

 

I saw Mike Henry of Chippewa Valley Street Ministry last week. He lamented that donations have not increased even 

as the need as increased these recent weeks. This Street Ministry provides very basic things like food and clothing to the 

poorest people in our community. If this is a service you’d like to support financially, you can do so through the website 

www.chippewavalleystreetministry.org. 

 

Let’s keep praying for each other, closer to each other than we realized in these days of distance. Peace.  
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10 May 2020m, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12 

 

Sometimes this Gospel text gets translated, “In my Father’s House there are many mansions,” and this reference to 

mansions has formed some Christian imaginations like the one who thought up this joke: So, there’s this fellow who 

was a great fan of the Minnesota Vikings and who, sadly, died. At the pearly gates, St. Peter welcomed him and es-

corted him to his mansion which was decorated in Purple, white and yellow and had horns coming out the side win-

dows. The Viking fan was thrilled. St. Peter then invited him on a walk through the neighborhood to see all the 

beautiful mansions. About three blocks away, he saw a house about the same size as his but decorated in green and 

gold with a big Packer G on the garage door. “Who lives here,” the man asked. “Jesus,” St. Peter said. 

 

However, scholars tell us that the Gospel text doesn’t actually refer to mansions or big houses but rather tells us 

generally that there are many places to dwell, to abide, to stay, with God. I’ve often been touched by the language 

of Psalm 27 that speaks of the longing to dwell in the house of God, so to hear the language of many places instead of 

one place challenges my imagination (which is good).  

 

It made me think of the many dwelling places, many places where I can be, where I can be and abide in God, confi-

dent in God’s presence, and knowing that all places have this potential because God is everywhere. I thought of this 

church, for sure, but also of mountain trails with views of glacial peaks. I thought of my prayer corner at the rectory 

where I have been celebrating mass during these days of physical distance.  

 

Then I thought about you. You celebrating this mass with me from your many dwelling places. From your 

homes you seek to abide with God and God’s People in this new way of celebrating mass. You’ve invited the 

Lord into your home. Can you see it as a place where he dwells? One thing the Church has been teaching for years is 

that the homelife of families is meant to be Church on a small scale; we call it the “domestic church.” For Christians, 

the home is meant to be the place where God is honored in prayer and also in the love and support, and frequent for-

giveness that can happen in a home.  

 

I had a lovely conversation with a family while looking over the young boy’s workbook to earn a religious scouting 

award. He was supposed to give an example of a time he was obedient and listened well to his parents. But what he 

wrote was something like “I tried to listen and obey, but I didn’t and I felt real bad. So, I tried again, and I just 

couldn’t do it.” So, in one sense, not a success story, but in another sense a wonderful success story at attempt after 

attempt to love well and forgiveness for failings. That’s a domestic church. And for people like me who live alone, we 

can still make our homes places where God lives and we abide with God because we pray there and we desire there 

to be good. These are good days to claim and remember that Where you are is Holy, because that’s where you are. 

The Church in its deepest sense isn’t these bricks and mortar—it’s you, as we heard in the Second Reading, who are 

the “Living Stones.” --“Let yourself be built up into a spiritual house.”  

 

God dwells with us and we are called to dwell with God. One reason Jesus emphasizes this so much is so that we 

will not be afraid of whatever life brings. In the words of today’s Gospel, that our heart might not be troubled. 

“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me.” You know when he says this? It’s the 

night he will be betrayed and arrested and the eve of his crucifixion and death. It’s not just everyday wisdom he’s 

trying to pass on here, but something they will need when their world falls apart in the very near future. Does that 

sound maybe super appropriate for our times? He’s trying to give them a way to stay peaceful and confident in the 

midst of things falling apart and change they do not welcome. –to stay close to him.  

 

I talked to one of our parishioners, Bill, on the phone recent. I knew when I called that he is dying of cancer. I said, 

“So, Bill, how are you doing?” He said rather gleefully, “Well Father, there’s no hope, but that’s OK!” Man, I thought, 

that’s faith. I want that. How do we get that untroubled heart that Jesus wants us to have?  

 

Continues on next page…. 



Mission Statement 

We, the people of St. James the Greater Parish in Eau 

Claire, are a community of Catholic believers. We 

nurture our relationship with God and others through 

prayer, worship, Scripture, evangelization and 

education. We are committed to spiritual growth, 

service and stewardship. We embrace the diversity of 

gifts and needs of all people. 
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Farmer Hotline for Help & Hope 

There is a current crisis is farming: historic low margins 

and high rates of suicide. There is help and hope! The 

Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protec-

tion’s Wisconsin Farm Center offers a hotline for farm-

ers looking for advice – everything from financial to suc-

cession planning for the future. The hotline is available 

weekdays from 7:45 AM to 4:30 PM at 1-800-942-2474 

How can you help the farmers? 

Show that you care through prayer for our farmers. For 

more information on the rural crisis, check out the Na-

tional Catholic Rural Life Conference website 

at www.ncrlc.com. For information on the Green Rib-

bon Campaign resource materials, call the Office of Min-

istries and Social Concerns at (608) 791-2667. 

St. Joseph – We need his intercession! 

Bishop Callahan is inviting all to celebrate a “Year of St. 

Joseph” in the Diocese of La Crosse beginning May 1, 

2020 on the Feast of St. Joseph the Workman. This year 

marks the 150

th

 anniversary of Blessed Pius IX’s decree 

naming St. Joseph Patron and Protector of the Universal 

Church. Bishop Callahan will opened this important 

“Year” with Mass live-streamed from the Cathedral. 

Learn more at diolc.org/year-of-st-joseph 

“Devotion to St. Joseph is one of the choicest graces that 

God can give to a soul, for it is tantamount to revealing 

the entire treasury of our Lord’s graces. When God wishes 

to raise a soul to greater heights, he unites the person to 

St. Joseph by giving him/her a strong love for the good 

saint.” St. Peter Julian Eymard  

Scholarship! 

The Parish Council of Catholic Women will award a $300 

scholarship to each 8

th

 grade student of St. James Parish 

who will be entering Regis High School in the fall of 2020. 

Since we already have the list of Regis Middle School stu-

dents, we are looking for any 8

th

 grade students from the 

Public School System who would be entering Regis as a 

Freshman. Please leave a message with Anne at the Parish 

Office by May 28 if you are such a student or email: 

stjameseac@aol.com. 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

(Fr. Tom is saying mass every day privately. While we can’t gather 

publically, we can all hold these intentions in our hearts.) 

 

Sat. May 16 Ruth Schaff 

Sun. May 17 Tom Bye 

Mon. May 18 Ruth Hollern 

Tue. May 19 Loraine, Adam, & Romelle Stuckert 

Wed. May 20 Deb Halaychik 

Thu:  May 21 Bill Keegan 

Fri. May 22 Francis & Rosalie Schilling 

Sat. May 23 Jerome Krieg 

Sun.  May 24 Eddie Barnett 

Pastoral Ministry  

Please contact Christine, Jacky or Fr. Tom if you want to 

talk, or be on the prayer tree, or if you need anything dur-

ing these crazy times.  

Jacky and Christine both have their personal cell numbers 

on their office voicemail—please feel free to call.  

We miss seeing you so much! And pray for you regularly.  

Sermon on the Amount May 3, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (95) $10,058.50 

 2019 same week (207) $13,351.50 

Students $0.00 

Plate $0.00 

Total  $10,058.50 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Apr. 30, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Apr. 30) $530,204.12 

 Budgeted (July 1-Mar. 31) $528,000.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for May 3 was 

$1,225.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $56,357.36. 

Scrap metal drive 

Because of the virus there is no market for scrap metal. 

The drive will be postponed until the price goes up.  

Fr. Tom’s Homily Continued: 

People have their own strategies, I suppose, and for many it’s a grace prepared for by years of faithful habits. It takes 

practice. One thing I do, one practice I have, when there is a troubling circumstance is to ask myself, “What’s the worst 

case scenario?” And there can be some pretty scary scenarios that we can dream up. Maybe with this virus, getting it or 

having a loved one get it, perhaps dying. Losing work, financial stress beyond belief. Try to imagine that, and then realize 

that God is still there with you. Even when your world is falling apart, God won’t let you fall apart. Even in the worst case 

scenario, God will raise you up…that’s what we just celebrated at Easter.  

Moving forward 

Parish Staff is paying close attention both to the bishop 

and the health department on what re-opening might look 

like. We will  keep you all informed as best we can when 

there is something resembling clarity.  
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Wedding Anniversaries within the Parish: 

 

70

th

 

Roger & Mary Risen April 22 

Tom & Doreen BaDour May 13 

 

60

th

 

Dick & Mary Piltz May 7 

Wayne & Pat Laufenberg Aug. 13 

Jerry & Bonnie Olson Aug 20 

Larry & Sue Johnson Sept. 10 

 

50

th

 (Dinners with the Bishop are cancelled this year) 

Fred & Pat DesForge Feb. 7 

Jim & Mary Whiteside May 2 

Mike & Carol Murray May 16 

Jane & Orville Kloke June 13 

Gerald & Sharon Wickham July 11 

Louis & JoAnne Hein Aug 1 

Michael & Barbara Ries Aug 15 

Ted & Barbara Westerberg Sept 5 

Jim & Sally Julson Oct 17 

Robert & Shirley Luther Oct 17 

Dennis & Sylvia Rau Dec 26 

Thor & Cathy Thorson  

Should be Confirmation Weekend...  

Keep the St. James 10

th

 grade students in your 

prayers as they should be celebrating their 

Confirmation this weekend. 

St. James Confirmation Students 

Laci Kitelinger 

Elena Wood 

Austin Billig 

Andrew Milner 

Shalom Raehl 

CJ Willert 

Brandon Sommers 

Andrew Krzysik 

Alicia Schwartz 

Elizabeth Bristol 

Tyler Bridges 

Molly Brickner 

Jonah Steinmetz 

Sarah Geffe 

Alex Pryse 

Connor Reinart 

Jackson Koller 

Lauren Bauer 

Elaine Fuerst 

Gus Theisen 

Morgan Stewart 

Reed Lokken 

Keegan Berlin 

Andrew Moseler 

Nichole Gilbertson 

Summer Fest News! 

 

The social aspects of Summer Fest must be cancelled due to this time of social distancing.  

No car show, no band, no gathering of any kind. We are all so disappointed, but the safety of everyone comes first. 

 

We will still be doing the raffle!!  

You should receive your raffle tickets in the next month or so. PLEASE do not feel any obligation to buy them; we 

know some people are really hurting financially in this time. Just return them if you don’t want them. Others may 

want to buy more, since they won’t be spending money like usual on food, drinks, or games at the festival.  

 

This does not mean we can't find other ways to both build community and raise funds!! 

We’re sure some of you have creative alternatives to Summer Fest.  

 

A few ideas that staff has tossed around:  

• Maybe a harvest meal in October, or  

• a drive in movie with a food truck, or  

• an online auction, or  

• sponsor rake leafing in the fall, or all of the above,  

• or .....  

Please share your ideas!! 

Let Christine know if you would participate in any of those ideas, or if you have some of your own!  

Email christine@stjameseauclaire.org, or call 715-579-1523 (personal cell, she isn’t good about checking voicemail at the 

office since working from home). 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. James the Greater, Eau Claire, WI A 4C 02-0712

For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire 

(715) 839-4943 
Tour Available 

(715) 839-8602

901 S. Farwell St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Subsidized Housing 
One Bedroom Apartments

Call for program requirements & amenities
HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income  

Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Your Locally Owned 
Office Products Company

www.northwestofficeproducts.com
Phone: 715.855.7823 Fax: 715.514.0283

For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire

(715) 839-4943

Tour Available 
(715) 839-8602

300 William St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Call for program 
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HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income 
Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader

4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701
(715) 855-9220 • Dr. Emily Hehli

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com


