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  Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Hello! Hopefully by now, everyone has received our newsletter via US Mail or email, and so you know about mass being 

celebrated with more people next weekend, but on a very limited basis. Following the instructions of the diocese, we 

have safe practices in place and can welcome 80 people per mass during the weekends of May 30/31 and June 6/7. After 

trying out those numbers for these weeks, we will see if we can confidently increase those numbers, given our pew 

configurations. It is an exciting time, but also a tad nerve-wracking. We will ask everyone who comes to wear a mask, 

for the safety of all, so I beg for your cooperation with this—bring you own if you have one, otherwise we’ll provide. In 

all things, may we never lost track of love. 

 

A friend who works in another parish wrote a reflection for their bulletin about Jesus’ great command to “Love one 

another,” and concluded with this: “We all miss celebrating Mass in church as a community, and we all miss receiving 

Jesus in the Eucharist. But when love allows us to celebrate Mass together once again, the new normal is not going to 

look normal. There will be restrictions and guidelines, masks and sanitizer. We may not get to sit in our normal seat. We 

may still be safer celebrating Mass at home via technology. My selfish side, says, ‘No, I want it to look like it did before,’ 

but I pray I can love as the Father loves, and return rejoicing, putting my selfish desires aside. I pray I will remember why 

I missed Mass so much. I pray my heart will be filled with Jesus. I pray that I will love and be loved.” That’s a good 

prayer! 

 

I never in my life thought I would worry about TOO MANY people coming to mass, but such are our times. When 

church opens, one of the things we are NOT looking forward to is turning people away if more come than have signed up 

and there is no room for safe distancing. Of course, it will be good to see whoever comes, but please know that I will 

continue to hold in my heart all those who choose to stay home for cautionary reasons. As Bishop Callahan said in his 

letter, people who come to worship at church do carry a risk of catching this virus, and so he encourages people over 65 

to continue to pray outside of church. This is not a rule to be enforced, but fatherly advice. I want you to know that I 

do not see your decision whether or not to sign up for mass as a “test of faith,” as though those who come have 

greater faith than those who do not. Not so. A lot of different factors will go into your decision, but I’m sure lack of 

faith is not one of them!  

 

There is still no obligation to attend Sunday mass, and this dispensation will continue indefinitely. I know these 

words of mine are not an exuberant “Welcome Back!” but I hope they convey our current reality to you from a pastor’s 

perspective; these days call for both joy and caution.  

 

Our parish pastoral and finance councils both met on Tuesday, the pastoral council for a quick informational meeting 

about the opening of the church on weekends. The finance council had its usual monthly meeting that featured the 

approval of next year’s July through June budget. I have to say that Rob Sorensen, Anne Henriksen and I did not have 

an easy time of coming to a balanced budget proposal. Not wanting to increase our expectation for adult envelope giving 

during these uncertain times, we were left with quite a deficit in our first try. This we reconciled only with the help of 

the PPP loan that you might have heard about on the news, through the Small Business Association. The diocese asked 

all its parishes to apply for this loan which covers the payroll of all employees for eight weeks and then can be forgiven 

by the federal government as part of its aid package. Because of this, we were not forced to furlough or lower anyone’s 

compensation. Last, I’m happy to report that all on the council were so in awe of the generosity of parishioners in April 

that kept us on target for this year. Thank you! 

 

Hey, did you know it was Jacky Miller’s birthday last week, May 18? For a good long while, ten years or more I think, 

Jacky has loved the people of St. James in her role as pastoral minister. She coordinates our liturgy committee, works 

weekly with our RCIA candidates exploring the Catholic faith, and takes special joy in visiting “her people,” who are 

homebound and with whom she shares communion. Jacky loves the Church, the sacraments, and has a great 

understanding of the lives of priests and their unique joys and challenges, which has been helpful to me. She is a vibrant 

part of our parish staff meetings, encouraging our growth in the Spirit through prayer, and also, through her involvement 

in JONAH, is instrumental in keeping St. James connected to activities that promote social justice. Happy birthday, 

Jacky!  

 

Peace.  
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17 May 2020, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:16-21 

 

When I saw “The Gospel of the Lord,” you’ve probably heard, I’m saying, “This is the Good News that Jesus has for us.” 

Gospel means good news. It comes from a Greek practice of a public announcement in the town’s square of victory for 

that city in a battle, for example. For us it might be hearing that Emily had a baby! Word gets out fast. We all look for-

ward to the day these day of hearing that a vaccine has been discovered. Jesus message is meant to be good news like that.  

 

We heard in the second reading today a clear command to followers of Jesus. Peter writes that we need to “Always be 

ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.” All our pastoral council members 

are reading a book these weeks that challenges us to be people in touch with the Good News of Jesus and to be able to 

articulate, first to ourselves and then for others when the time is ripe, what’s so great about Jesus and the Church, and 

why we believe. Theologian Karl Rahner gave a clear if uninspiring answer in an interview once. As I recall, he said, “I 

was born Christian, and since that time haven’t found anything better.” I liked that response because it shows the im-

portance of what we grow up with and an openness to what is good and true in other traditions. But, it’s not very helpful 

for anyone seeking a reason for the hope and joy in his faith.  

 

Knowing that everyone’s different, I’d like to share what I came up with last week as a reason for my hope, as a rea-

son why I believe in Jesus and am invested in my Catholic faith. The short answer is, “Because it helps.” The slightly long-

er answer is that there was a time as a young adult when I experienced an incredible amount of emotional pain—very 

minor suffering compared to many of you, just being rejected in a relationship, but for me it felt painful and hopeless—

and after hurting in a vacuum for several weeks, actually embarrassed to turn to God for help, I sensed God wanting me 

to use him for comfort. I found in God a voice that said “I love you, you are good, this suffering won’t be forever, and I 

have plans for you.” I had a newfound sense of importance not in the affection of a woman but that I had a place in the 

plan of God.  

 

I found this love of God credible in the cross of Jesus who knew all about suffering, and I found this love powerful be-

cause this crucified one was raised, carried through death to life.  

 

And, as I moved forward, healed and more whole, I found that everything I had learned about God and Church at home, 

school and from going to mass were like books on the shelf that I could take off one by one and suddenly they meant a 

whole lot more to me. Love God and Love your Neighbor, Love even your enemies—there’s a life project that’s part of 

God’s plan. Be Merciful and Forgiving to others as God is Merciful and Forgiving to you. The Eucharist as a source of 

strength and patter for life of being broken and given. Our Christian and Catholic tradition has so much to help us and to 

help us help others. And at the core of it all is God who loves us, and, as today’s Gospel accounts says clearly, commands 

us to love one another. That’s Good News to me.  

 

Like I did last week, I’d like to pause for you all at home to reflect, and maybe if you’re with someone, to discuss your rea-

son for hope. Why is Christianity “good news” for you? 

 

Last thing: I saw a news story about a University of Chicago poll that said two-thirds of Christians in the US see in our 

pandemic crisis a call for humanity to change the way it lives. It wasn’t very specific but echoed something that Pope 

Francis said very early on—that this virus time is a time of judgement—not God’s judgment on us but a call for us to 

judge what is important to focus on in this life and what is not. 

 

In the section of John’s Gospel from which our reading came, Jesus is trying to do two things, one more obvious than 

the other. The clear thing is that he is trying to prepare them for his departure…we hear last week—don’t worry I’m 

going to prepare a place for you and today that he will send the Advocate, Holy Spirit. But he also says that the world will 

not accept this Holy Spirit, and will in fact not even “see” or have a sense of the Holy Spirit. A little later in the same dis-

course he will tell them that the world will hate them. He is preparing them for his departure and also telling them that 

because they have been changed by their time with him, they will no longer feel at home in their culture. Their mes-

sage of love and mercy, and the priority of loving one another will not fit easily into a world of greed and power politics.  

 

What do we do when we feel at odds with the world around us? To quote Jesus, “Remain in me as I remain in 

you.” Sometimes that will lead us to the cross; it will always lead us to eternal life.  
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Mission Statement 

We, the people of St. James the Greater Parish in Eau 

Claire, are a community of Catholic believers. We 

nurture our relationship with God and others through 

prayer, worship, Scripture, evangelization and 

education. We are committed to spiritual growth, 

service and stewardship. We embrace the diversity of 

gifts and needs of all people. 

Scholarship! 

The Parish Council of Catholic Women will award a $300 

scholarship to each 8

th

 grade student of St. James Parish 

who will be entering Regis High School in the fall of 2020. 

Since we already have the list of Regis Middle School stu-

dents, we are looking for any 8

th

 grade students from the 

Public School System who would be entering Regis as a 

Freshman. Please leave a message with Anne at the Parish 

Office by May 28 if you are such a student or email: 

stjameseac@aol.com. 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

(Fr. Tom is saying mass every day privately. While we can’t gather 

publically, we can all hold these intentions in our hearts.) 

 

Sat. May 23 Jerome Krieg 

Sun.  May 24 Eddie Barnett 

Mon. May 25 Erwin Zurbuchan 

Tue. May 26 Francis, John, and Marcie Maenner 

Wed. May 27 BaDour Family 

Thu:  May 28 Mary and Harry Bechel 

Fri. May 29 Harold Streveler 

Sat. May 30 Ralph Danzinger 

Sun.  May 31 Seminarians of the Diocese of LaCrosse 

Pastoral Ministry  

Please contact Christine, Jacky or Fr. Tom if you want to 

talk, or be on the prayer tree, or if you need anything dur-

ing these crazy times.  

Jacky and Christine both have their personal cell numbers 

on their office voicemail—please feel free to call.  

We miss seeing you so much! And pray for you regularly.  

Sermon on the Amount May 10, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (147) $16,241.00 

 2019 same week (210) $15,899.05 

Students $0.00 

Plate $0.00 

Total  $16,241.00 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Apr. 30, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Apr. 30) $530,204.12 

 Budgeted (July 1-Mar. 31) $528,000.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for May 10 was 

$2,175.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $58,532.36. 

Scrap metal drive 

Because of the virus there is no market for scrap metal. 

The drive will be postponed until the price goes up.  

Moving forward!! 

You will soon be receiving a copy of the Bishop’s letter 

outlining steps for parishes to take to re-open, as well as a 

newsletter outlining what we at St. James will be doing. 

We will be emailing both to those for whom we have 

email addresses, and sending by snail mail to those for 

whom we don’t have an email address. Please check your 

mailboxes!! 

Here is a short summary: we will be opening up again the 

last weekend of May, but to keep everyone as safe as possi-

ble will be limiting attendance to 80 people, requiring 

masks and physical distancing, and taking other precau-

tions as recommended by the health department and the 

bishop. Everyone will be required to sign up to attend 

mass using SignUp Genius or by calling Christine at 715-

579-1523. We will be needing volunteers to help ensure 

each mass is as safe as possible.  

Deaths in the Parish since our last public mass: 

Mary Ann Rude (March 28) 

Mary Jo Ganong (March 31) 

Don Gutsch (April 6) 

Douglas Roecker (April 11) 

Derrick Martin (April 15) 

Sally LaRose (May 5) 

Barb Vinck (May 8) 

Darlene Falkner (May 9) 

Alice Gilchrist (May 11) 

Lottie Nelson (May 11) 

Teresa Kunferman (May 18) 

Funds needed for Immigrants 

Many of our local immigrant brothers and sisters have lost 

their jobs. They are not privy to unemployment or the 

stimulus packages. Most of them have lived in our com-

munity for years and are hardworking people contributing 

to our communities in many ways. Our JONAH Immigra-

tion Task Force along with a few other organizations have 

started a fund for them. St. Mary’s, Altoona will be the 

money holder designated “Neighbor to Neighbor for our 

Immigrants” in their Charitable Works Account. Immi-

grants requesting need will meet with an interview team 

from our task force to see what help is possible. If you 

have the means to contribute to this most needed cause, 

any amount would be very much appreciated. A check 

with the memo marked with the fund name above can be 

mailed to: 

St. Mary Parish 

1812 Lynn Ave 

Altoona, Wi 54720 
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Summer Fest News! 

 

The social aspects of Summer Fest must be cancelled due to this time of social distancing.  

No car show, no band, no gathering of any kind. We are all so disappointed, but the safety of everyone comes first. 

 

We will still be doing the raffle!!  

You should receive your raffle tickets in the next month or so. PLEASE do not feel any obligation to buy them; we 

know some people are really hurting financially in this time. Just return them if you don’t want them. Others may 

want to buy more, since they won’t be spending money like usual on food, drinks, or games at the festival.  

 

This does not mean we can't find other ways to both build community and raise funds!! 

We’re sure some of you have creative alternatives to Summer Fest.  

 

A few ideas that staff has tossed around:  

•Maybe a harvest meal in October, or  

•a drive in movie with a food truck, or  

•an online auction, or  

•sponsor rake leafing in the fall, or all of the above,  

•or .....  

Please share your ideas!! 

Let Christine know if you would participate in any of those ideas, or if you have some of your own!  

Email christine@stjameseauclaire.org, or call 715-579-1523 (personal cell, she isn’t good about checking voicemail at the 

office since working from home). 

A Parish Virtual Retreat: “Pentecost +30” 

  

How well are you using your time during these days of physical distancing? It can be an op-

portunity to deepen our spiritual lives and our relationship with Christ, 

but while everyone at St. James surely wants that, it can be hard without 

a little guidance. Here’s some good news: That guidance is available! 

 

One priest told another priest, who told another priest, who told ME, 

about a Jesuit priest who is offering a thirty-day retreat based on writing of St. Ignatius Loyola, 

called “Ascending with Ignatius.” He showed this via YouTube to his people in Louisiana starting at 

Easter and ending 30 days later on the Feast of the Ascension. Well, we’re too late to fit that time-

line, but we can start on Pentecost, May 31, and end on the Feast of SS. Peter and Paul on June 29. 

 

Here’s what it will involve: Daily watching a video that is 10-20 minutes long and then reflecting at 

least fifteen minutes afterward. Two times a week, we will have OPTIONAL Zoom meetings for 

anyone who wants to check in with others doing this retreat. Actually, there will be four meetings a week, since 

Christine will host two morning meetings for morning people and I, Fr. Tom, will host 8:30 PM meetings for more 

reasonable people (that’s a joke).  

 

You can search on YouTube for Fr. Mark Thibodeaux SJ to watch some samples of his talks. Then, if you would like to 

register, we need to hear from you so we can send out reminders and such. Please email me at 

tom4664@aol.com and let me know you are “in” and whether the evening debriefings or the morn-

ing ones are more attractive to you, knowing that you can go to either, both, or neither.  

 

The retreat begins with a strong emphasis on God’s great love for us and then follows themes based 

on the life of Jesus, from his Birth to his Resurrection. Many Catholic priests and spiritually-

motivated people have experienced some form of this Ignatian-style retreat, and I would love 

to have a good number of our people at St. James experience it. I think it could really help us 

grow as a Christ-centered community. And, it might just be the best thing to happen to you 

during these strange times. Peace, Fr. Tom 
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