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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Coord. of Liturgical Music mkolstad@charter.net 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  



 

    Message from Fr. Tom 

Hi Everyone, and Happy Pentecost! In last week’s homily, I mentioned that I read an article that said “We 

would all prefer five minutes with Jesus to an entire lifetime with the Holy Spirit.” Happily, I received more 

than a couple reactions from people who said “No way!” I’m glad, and hope that we can all grow in our appreciation that 

the Holy Spirit is not a consolation prize for us who did not have the opportunity to know Jesus while he walked the 

earth. God is Love. The Holy Spirit is the presence of Love in our hearts and between us and others when we give and 

receive love. Let’s celebrate that—and indeed worship it—when it happens in our lives and in our world. It’s not “just 

love,” but the very essence of God, when there is mercy, service, forgiveness, generosity, inspiration to love God, 

appreciation of the love you are receiving and desire to give the love you have to others.  

 

Maybe some of you know the Taize chant “Ubi Caritas, et amor, ubi caritas, Deus ibi est.” Translated, “Where there is 

charity and love, there is God.”  

 

I’m sorry we won’t have a big full church this Pentecost weekend, but such are our times as we return to public worship 

with necessary safety measure that limit attendance. Whether you’re in church or in your homes watching mass on a 

screen, I hope that most famous of Pentecost prayers rises from the deepest region of our souls, “Come, Holy 

Spirit!” My favorite teacher taught us that the one thing God always gives us, the one thing that God never 

withholds, is God’s own self. Our chief symbols of this are the crib and the cross, God chooses to share our lot as a 

human being and then pouring out his life on a cross for the life of the world, that we might know nothing will ever stop 

God from loving us. And so, this prayer, “Come, Holy Spirit,” is always answered. We might not know what form this 

gift will take, but it will come. It could be in the form of mercy, or courage, or wisdom, the strength to resist temptation, 

or the rising desire to do something good for others, or in many other ways. My advice to you is my advice to myself: 

Learn to thirst for the Holy Spirit’s action in your life and to celebrate it with glad thanksgiving when you see evidence 

of it. 

 

Hey, this is the final hour, your last chance to join our Parish Virtual Retreat with Fr. Mark Thibodeaux, SJ. As of 

Tuesday night, I have about 80 people, most but not all from St. James, committed to this retreat. Briefly, by joining you 

would commit yourself to watching a 10-20 minute video by Fr. Mark every day, starting this Pentecost Sunday, for 30 

days, as well as prayer/reflection for an additional 15 minutes each day. Unfortunately, you will need internet access to 

participate. Fr. Mark roughly follows the flow of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, a time-proven tool for growth in 

the Christian life. You’ll need to email me, tom4664@aol.com by Sunday if you want to take part. My advice: DO IT!! 

 

We have nailed down dates for our First Communions and Confirmations. First Communion will on Saturday, June 27 

at a separate liturgy just for the immediate families of the children, and then Confirmation will be on July 17. Our 

Confirmation student’s won’t have the benefit of Bishop Callahan’s presence this time around, but I’ll do my best to give 

a rousing message and it will be my privilege to communicate the Sacrament to them.  

 

Communication with the parish has been quite a challenge during these days of physical separation. We have many 

new ways of communicating that have been effective for some but has never landed on the eyes and ears of many of our 

people. Kelly Beaudrie has prepared and sent a weekly email with faith enrichment opportunities for young and old, 

and has been very well received by those who have seen these emails and read them. With many people, however, the 

emails get lost in a spam folder or are just not opened. We have also been having two videos uploaded onto our YouTube 

channel, primarily the weekend mass that Don Byrne and Landon Cerny have been live streaming and posting, and also 

my “midweek chat” that I record and post myself. Happily, a lot of people have seen these and found them helpful to stay 

in touch during these days of separation. Still, after making a few phone calls each day to parishioners, I’m finding that 

only about half of them are receiving these communications. 

 

I don’t say this to wag my finger at people, but just to emphasize that the challenge to communicate is great. For 

example, many people found out that we will be celebrating public weekend again this weekend, but I fear that many 

of these people have not heard our explanations that a sign-up is required and that face masks are required for the 

safety of all who come.  
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24 May 2020, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Anticipating this Feast of the Lord’s Ascension into heaven, a friend sent me a cartoon of sorts that said, “Today is the 

Feast of the Ascension. For those who don’t know what it’s about, it’s the day that Jesus started working from 

home.” A rather timely, joke, yes? Plus, the truth in it is that  It’s not that Jesus is gone; it’s not “see ya later, been nice 

knowin’ ya.” As the preface prayer to our Eucharistic Prayer says so well, he leaves “not to distance himself from us, 

but that give us confidence that where he has gone we will follow.” And he’ll send his Holy Spirit to help us join him.  

 

Throughout John’s Gospel account, chapter 16-17, Jesus says to them that it is better for them if he leaves them because 

he’ll send the Holy Spirit to be with them. This might be a case, though, where our intellectual explanation of why the 

Ascension is a good thing doesn’t add up to our own preference. I tend to agree with a statement I read last week, that, 

given a choice, we would all prefer just five minutes with Jesus to a whole lifetime with the Holy Spirit. Imagining 

Jesus ascending out of the Apostles sight tends to fill us not with joy but grief in empathy for the Apostles. Will it really be 

better that he is out of our sight?? 

 

Here’s why it’s better: Because, with the help of his Holy Spirit, his physical absence allows us to move from knowing 

Jesus to being Jesus. I realize that’s a bold statement. But what if Jesus’ goal all along was not to take care of us but to 

change us, to transform us so that we could be his presence on earth? 

 

I think there’s a lot in the Bible to support that, and a lot in our Church tradition. In the Acts of the Apostles there is one 

story after the next of the Apostles doing the very same things Jesus did, teaching, healing, forming community. Our 

church teachings that the main point of the sacraments is to form us more into the image of Jesus. In Baptism we die 

to an old self and rise anew to live for God; In Eucharist we become what we eat; in Reconciliation we let God take away 

sins that keep us from shining in his light; in marriage we receive strength to lay down our lives for our spouses as Jesus 

laid down his life for us (Holy Orders, too); in Confirmation we receive Courage and Wisdom and other gifts that enable 

us to live as Jesus lived; in our anointing of the sick and dying we entrust our bodies to the merciful love of God just as 

Jesus did on the Cross.  

 

Being changed is not as easy as being taken care of, and so this can be a challenging vision. And to be clear, Jesus, our 

Good Shepherd, continues to take care of us with gentle love, but it’s so that we will be healed and strengthened to be his 

presence on earth. So that we will be able to love like him. 

 

I think I mentioned in the past that after college I lived in Seattle and was a member of St. Mary’s Parish. I loved it. 

Great preaching, friendly people, good music. I’d leave mass and go to the fellowship hall and chat with people and then, 

as a bonus, grab a loaf of bread from the commercial bakery that was next door, free for the taking on a big table near the 

door.  

 

After about four months of enjoying this weekly Sunday morning experience, Sr. Mary Hughes, affectionately but asser-

tively put her arm around me and basically said, “I see you’ve been coming here and enjoying yourself—that’s good! 

How about you help us out now. We need someone to lead the Children’s Liturgy of the Word every other Sunday. Will 

you do that for us?”  

 

Let me just say, I didn’t want to. I like being more of a consumer than a giver. I liked being taken care of and wasn’t 

sure I was up to taking care of others. But I did it. It was hard, honestly. But after mass, in the fellowship hall, I felt more 

connected to the folks. I was caring for the children of some of them; I was an active part of the mission of the parish. 

And the bread I took home, you know, it really tasted better… 

 

…Like Eucharist, when it is connected to the previous week’s activity of service to family, friends, or parish or community…

always has a richer flavor to us, for we are tasting what we are becoming.   

 

While you cannot taste that flavor from our altar at this time of distance, I invite you to nonetheless savor your commun-

ion with him whose presence we are when we love one another.  
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Truly Living, Joyfully Catholic 

St. James the Greater 4 www.stjameseauclaire.org 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

(Fr. Tom is saying mass every day privately. While we can’t gather 

publically, we can all hold these intentions in our hearts.) 

 

Sat. May 30 Ralph Danzinger 

Sun.  May 31 Seminarians of the Diocese of La Crosse 

  People of St. James 

Mon. Jun. 01 Healing of Gambling Addiction 

Tue. Jun. 02 Joe Connolly 

Wed. Jun. 03 John T. Miller 

Thu:  Jun. 04 Weinfurtner Family 

Fri. Jun. 05 Larry Hagens 

Sat. Jun. 06 Devin Bien 

Sun.  Jun. 07 People of St. James 

  Bud and Lolly Gilboy 

Pastoral Ministry  

Please contact Christine, Jacky or Fr. Tom if you want to 

talk, or be on the prayer tree, or if you need anything dur-

ing these crazy times.  

Jacky and Christine both have their personal cell numbers 

on their office voicemail—please feel free to call.  

We miss seeing you so much! And pray for you regularly.  

Sermon on the Amount May 17, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (175) $18,496.50 

 2019 same week (219) $15,397.50 

Students $0.00 

Plate $0.00 

Total  $18,496.50 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Apr. 30, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Apr. 30) $530,204.12 

 Budgeted (July 1-Mar. 31) $528,000.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for May 17 was 

$1,115.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $59,647.36. 

Funds needed for Immigrants 

Many of our local immigrant brothers and sisters have lost 

their jobs. They are not privy to unemployment or the 

stimulus packages. Most of them have lived in our com-

munity for years and are hardworking people contributing 

to our communities in many ways. Our JONAH Immigra-

tion Task Force along with a few other organizations have 

started a fund for them. St. Mary’s, Altoona will be the 

money holder designated “Neighbor to Neighbor for our 

Immigrants” in their Charitable Works Account. Immi-

grants requesting need will meet with an interview team 

from our task force to see what help is possible. If you 

have the means to contribute to this most needed cause, 

any amount would be very much appreciated. A check 

with the memo marked with the fund name above can be 

mailed to: 

St. Mary Parish, 1812 Lynn Ave, Altoona, Wi 54720 

Fr. Tom’s Column, continued: 

Another very important piece of communication for all of us comes not from me or our staff but from Bishop Callahan, 

who wrote a beautiful and caring letter to all the people of the diocese a couple weeks ago. Many people told me that 

they appreciated his letter and their main conclusion after reading it was that “He loves us.” The gist of the letter is that 

churches would be allowed to open for public worship in the Diocese of La Crosse starting May 30/31, but only if pastors 

could guarantee that safety procedures are in place to minimize the risk of catching the coronavirus. He was clear that 

there is still no obligation to attend mass, and highly encouraged people over 65 not to come, because of they are at a 

higher risk to die if they contract the virus. He was direct! He also wrote of his disappointment at how protesters in front 

of the cathedral in La Crosse, who were protesting lack of access to Mass, were not observing physical distance and were 

not masked. This made him realize that it would take a lot of work and preparation to make a “safe return” happen in our 

parishes.  

 

Many of our parishioners also noted with sadness what the Bishop said in his last paragraph—that he has been receiving 

many calls and letters criticizing him for being a puppet of the government because he follows public health guidelines 

and did not open the churches sooner. It’s so sad that this has been politicized so much! No one loves the Church and 

its people more than our Bishop, I’d say, and it is in deep pastoral care for all of us that he wants to give access to 

mass, but only if it can be done safely. It would be a nightmare for all of us with some authority in this matter if our 

churches became a point of outbreak for the virus, as has been the case elsewhere in the country. So, please, let us love one 

another well by staying home if you’re ill and observing safe practices if you come to mass.  

 

Though it is difficult to celebrate community these days, please let’s try. We have a wonderful array of God’s People here 

at St. James and let’s double down in our efforts to pray for each other and reach out as we are able so that the Spirit 

might use us all to renew the face of the earth. God bless you. Peace.  

Attention Parishioners: 

Several circular cement forms to put around trees to give 

away. If interested, contact Lou Hein (715-514-1148). 
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Summer Fest News! 

The social aspects of Summer Fest must be cancelled due to this time of social distancing.  

No car show, no band, no gathering of any kind. We are all so disappointed, but the safety of everyone comes first. 

We will still be doing the raffle!!  

You should receive your raffle tickets in the next month or so. PLEASE do not feel any obligation to buy them; we know 

some people are really hurting financially in this time. Just return them if you don’t want them. Others may want to buy 

more, since they won’t be spending money like usual on food, drinks, or games at the festival.  

This does not mean we can't find other ways to both build community and raise funds!! 

We’re sure some of you have creative alternatives to Summer Fest.  

A few ideas that staff has tossed around:  

•Maybe a harvest meal in October, or  

•a drive in movie with a food truck, or  

•an online auction, or  

•sponsor rake leafing in the fall, or all of the above,  

•or .....  

Please share your ideas!! Let Christine know if you would participate in any of those ideas, or if you have some of your 

own! Email christine@stjameseauclaire.org, or call 715-579-1523 (personal cell, she isn’t good about checking voicemail at the 

office since working from home). 

A Parish Virtual Retreat: “Pentecost +30” 

 

How well are you using your time during these days of physical distancing? It can be an opportunity 

to deepen our spiritual lives and our relationship with Christ, but while everyone at St. James surely 

wants that, it can be hard without a little guidance. Here’s some good news: That guidance is availa-

ble! 

 

One priest told another priest, who told another priest, who told ME, about a Jesuit priest who is 

offering a thirty-day retreat based on writing of St. Ignatius Loyola, called “Ascending with Ignatius.” He showed this via 

YouTube to his people in Louisiana starting at Easter and ending 30 days later on the Feast of the Ascension. Well, we’re 

too late to fit that timeline, but we can start on Pentecost, May 31, and end on the Feast of SS. Peter and Paul on June 29. 

 

Here’s what it will involve: Daily watching a video that is 10-20 minutes long and then reflecting at least fifteen minutes 

afterward. Two times a week, we will have OPTIONAL Zoom meetings for anyone who wants to check in with others do-

ing this retreat. Actually, there will be four meetings a week, since Christine will host two morning meetings for morning 

people and I, Fr. Tom, will host 8:30 PM meetings for more reasonable people (that’s a joke).  

 

You can search on YouTube for Fr. Mark Thibodeaux SJ to watch some samples of his talks. Then, if you would like to reg-

ister, we need to hear from you so we can send out reminders and such. Please email me at tom4664@aol.com and let me 

know you are “in” and whether the evening debriefings or the morning ones are more attractive to you, knowing that you 

can go to either, both, or neither.  

 

The retreat begins with a strong emphasis on God’s great love for us and then follows themes based on the life of Jesus, 

from his Birth to his Resurrection. Many Catholic priests and spiritually-motivated people have experienced some form of 

this Ignatian-style retreat, and I would love to have a good number of our people at St. James experience it. I think it could 

really help us grow as a Christ-centered community. And, it might just be the best thing to happen to you during these 

strange times. Peace, Fr. Tom 

RUN, WALK, VOLUNTEER, OR DONATE TO END HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND EXPLOITATION. 

Join us for the Just Us for Justice Run/Walk on Wednesday, July 22. This year’s theme is “Stop the Traffick!” 

6:00 PM - 1/2 mile kids run/walk; 6:30 PM -2 mile AND  5-mile runs/walks begin 

Pre-event Packet Pickup will be Tuesday, July 21 at the Fierce Freedom office, 2519 N. Hillcrest Pkwy Ste 200, Altoona, 

WI,  54720, from 5:00 -7:00 PM. Day-of-Race Packet Pickup begins at Carson Park at 4:30 PM. 

Due to the ongoing situation with COVID-19, this year we have a VIRTUAL RACE OPTION which will also serve as our 

Plan B plan should we not be able to hold the event in person in July. More about the virtual option can be found on our 

website. The efforts of the Just Us for Justice Run/Walk go to support Fierce Freedom, a Chippewa Valley organization 

working to abolish domestic human trafficking and exploitation through education, advocacy and victim support. For 

more about Fierce Freedom see: fiercefreedom.org. Registration for the Justice Run/Walk opens May 15 

at:  www.cvjusticerun.org. To guarantee your t-shirt, postmark paper registration by June 29 or register online by July 1. 
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For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire 

(715) 839-4943 
Tour Available 

(715) 839-8602

901 S. Farwell St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Subsidized Housing 
One Bedroom Apartments

Call for program requirements & amenities
HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income  

Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Your Locally Owned 
Office Products Company

www.northwestofficeproducts.com
Phone: 715.855.7823 Fax: 715.514.0283

For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire

(715) 839-4943

Tour Available 
(715) 839-8602

300 William St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Call for program 
requirements & 
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HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income 
Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 


