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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Hello, everyone. Oh my, what a horrific week we had and might still be having. Very justified anger at the 

racism and killing of George Floyd by a police officer, and nonviolent protests turning violent with looting, many at 

the instigation of non-protestors seeking to cause division and chaos. Fires, destruction, threats. All in the wake of 

Pentecost, the great feast of miraculous unity. We could use some of that miracle now.  

 

I was glad to see our nation’s Bishops speak quickly and eloquently in support of the outrage felt by all of us who are 

sad and angered by the continuing scourge of racism in our country.  

 

Seven Bishops who are chairman of committees in the Bishops’ Conference penned together that, “Racism is not a 

thing of the past or simply a throwaway political issue to be bandied about when convenient. It is a real and present 

danger that must be met head on. As members of the Church, we must stand for the more difficult right and just 

actions instead of the easy wrongs of indifference. We cannot turn a blind eye to these atrocities and yet still try to 

profess to respect every human life. We serve a God of love, mercy, and justice. 

“While it is expected that we will plead for peaceful non-violent protests, and we certainly do, we also stand in 

passionate support of communities that are understandably outraged. Too many communities around this country 

feel their voices are not being heard, their complaints about racist treatment are unheeded, and we are not doing 

enough to point out that this deadly treatment is antithetical to the Gospel of Life.” 

 

A couple days later, on Pentecost, the Conference President, Archbishop Gomez wrote, “The killing of George Floyd 

was senseless and brutal, a sin that cries out to heaven for justice. How is it possible that in America, a black man’s life 

can be taken from him while calls for help are not answered, and his killing is recorded as it happens? 

….We should all understand that the protests we are seeing in our cities reflect the justified frustration and anger of 

millions of our brothers and sisters who even today experience humiliation, indignity, and unequal opportunity 

only because of their race or the color of their skin. It should not be this way in America. Racism has been tolerated 

for far too long in our way of life. 

It is true what Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, that riots are the language of the unheard. We should be doing a lot 

of listening right now. This time, we should not fail to hear what people are saying through their pain. We need to 

finally root out the racial injustice that still infects too many areas of American society. 

But the violence of recent nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence and so much is 

lost. Let us keep our eyes on the prize of true and lasting change….” 

 

And of course, we are still in the midst of a pandemic. One of my best pals’ niece is COVID positive. Apparently, she 

had a fight with her parents about wanting to go to her college town out of state to celebrate her 21

st

 birthday, got her 

way and went. The bartender at the bar, who also attended the after-hours party, got sick and so she was contacted to 

be tested. That’s all I know, but I wonder how many stories there are like that…and what if the story continues that her 

grandmother whom she visited recently catches the virus from her and dies. Doesn’t that make the decision to party 

out of state tragic indeed. 

 

It’s with stories like this in mind that we continue to be very careful as we open St. James to public worship on 

weekends. Last weekend, we have about 60 people at each the 4:30 and 8:00 masses and about 25 at the 10:00. In 

addition, we had about 1100 “views” of this liturgy on our YouTube channel. This makes it seem smart to invest in 

our own equipment (right now we are using Don’s Byrne’s) that can be simply operated. The only problem is that this 

will cost over $21,000. Perhaps this is a cause to which some people would like to donate? We have two people who 

have offered gifts for this purpose already, so only $19,000 to go! 

 

Back to the in-person mass experience: the staff so appreciated how cooperative everyone was with wearing masks 

throughout the service, which I know was easier for some than others. I am grateful especially for the humility of those 

for whom it was hard to do. Because there is no singing at the in-person masses, we are live-recording mass earlier 

on Saturday with music for our on-line celebrants.  

 

Continued on page four….. 
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31 May 2020, Fr. Tom’s Homily, Pentecost Sunday 

Acts 2:1-11; John 20:19-23 

 

“He breathed on them…Receive the Holy Spirit,” said Jesus to his Apostles to free them. 

  

“I can’t breathe,” said George Floyd on a Minneapolis street with a police officer’s knee on his throat. 

  

“Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire…and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” They were empowered to 

preach and love and heal. Though they were different and spoke different languages, all could hear them speaking in their 

own language. They were united. 

  

Then, fires were lit in south Minneapolis, burning police stations, stores and other buildings. Chaos and destruction 

reigned. 

  

I’ve never experienced a sadder Pentecost. For every powerful image of God and Love and Peace, there is something from 

our news in recent days that shows just the opposite. 

  

Hearing the news of a Black man, George Floyd, killed by a white officer, one of our own parishioners who is African 

American asked her mom, “Will this happen to me?” THAT should be a wake-up call to all of us in calm Eau Claire. Come 

Holy Spirit. We have children afraid that they will be physically assaulted because of the color of their skin. A national 

sports reporter who is Black said on the news “It’s hard to be Black in America. Honestly, I wake up every day and won-

der if today might be the day I get pulled over, harassed, attacked.” Come Holy Spirit. 

  

What of the riots? The mayor of Atlanta, Keisha Lance Bottoms, pleaded with the rioters in her city, “Go home! You are 

not honoring the life of George Lloyd with your violence. You are not honoring but betraying the legacy of MLK and the 

civil rights movement with your looting and violence. If you want change, vote! Right now you’re resembling what you 

oppose. Go home!” Another commentator, Van Jones, commented that Mayor Bottoms gave an important message calling 

people to their better selves. She didn’t call them “thugs” and put them down but reminded them of who their heroes 

were and who they can be.” Then he also said that the riots are not surprising. When people speak and are not heard, they 

shout. When people shout and are not heard, they scream. When people scream and are not heard, they throw things.”  

  

Rev. Al Sharpton came to Minneapolis and said that while we should want peace, a lot of people just want quiet, which is 

different from peace. Quiet is just when rioting stops. Peace is the result of underlying justice so that people feel no need 

to protest. An army can make things quiet, but only justice can bring peace. He was basically quoting Pope Paul VI who 

said as much in 1972 on the World Day of Peace.  

  

Is there an underlying culture of racism in the Minneapolis Police Dept that would allow for three of the offending of-

ficer’s colleagues to stand and watch and not stop their colleague after hearing “I can’t breathe”? Come Holy Spirit. I don’t 

know but I believe it’s likely. I believe it’s likely because I see in our own church hierarchy a culture of priestly privilege 

and protecting our own that covered up and so allowed the abuse of children for so many years. Come Holy Spirit. Heal 

them, heal us, renew the face of the earth. 

  

When I was a kid I used to think I was selfish singing the lyrics to that song “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin 

with me.” Why begin with me—like I get the first piece of cake? No, not like that. Like when there so much unfairness 

and hurt in the world, come Holy Spirit and if I can’t change the world at least change me, to celebrate instead of fear dif-

ference, to be wise enough to detect racism and other social evils when I see them, and courageous enough to do some-

thing about it. Use me, use us, your People, to renew the face of the earth.  

  

Scholars think that the story of Pentecost we heard in the first reading would have been written the way it was if the sto-

ry of the Tower of Babel were not written the way it was. You might recall that story where the people originally all spoke 

one language and wanted to build a great city with a tower that reached to the sky, which could be interpreted as heaven. 

God was displeased at human pride and a desire to rise up to heaven and so made it so they all spoke different languages 

and could no longer cooperate to build this tower. The moral: When we become alienated from God, we become alienated 

from one another.  

  

This Pentecost, let us thirst for the healing presence of the Holy Spirit, that breath from the mouth of God that offers us 

mercy, that we might be reconciled with God and equipped to be peacemakers in our world.  
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Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Sat. Jun. 06 Devin Bien 

Sun.  Jun. 07 People of St. James 

  Bud and Lolly Gilboy 

Mon. Jun. 08 JoAnn Poppe 

Tue. Jun. 09 Barbara Hagens 

Wed. Jun. 10 Barbara Vinck 

Thu:  Jun. 11 Lottie Nelson 

Fri. Jun. 12 Darlene Falkner 

Sat. Jun. 13 Gratitude 

Sun.  Jun. 14 Ed Rubesch 

  People of St. James 

Sermon on the Amount May 24, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (77) $9,098.00 

 2019 same week (147) $6,967.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $0.00 

Total  $9,098.00 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Apr. 30, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Apr. 30) $530,204.12 

 Budgeted (July 1-Mar. 31) $528,000.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for May 24 was 

$195.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $59,842.36. 

Funds needed for Immigrants 

Many of our local immigrant brothers and sisters have lost 

their jobs. They are not privy to unemployment or the 

stimulus packages. Most of them have lived in our com-

munity for years and are hardworking people contributing 

to our communities in many ways. Our JONAH Immigra-

tion Task Force along with a few other organizations have 

started a fund for them. St. Mary’s, Altoona will be the 

money holder designated “Neighbor to Neighbor for our 

Immigrants” in their Charitable Works Account. Immi-

grants requesting need will meet with an interview team 

from our task force to see what help is possible. If you 

have the means to contribute to this most needed cause, 

any amount would be very much appreciated. A check 

with the memo marked with the fund name above can be 

mailed to: 

St. Mary Parish, 1812 Lynn Ave, Altoona, Wi 54720 

Notre Dame is seeking a Director/Coordinator of 

Religious Education (DRE/CRE). 

The DRE/CRE, in this up-to-full-time position, is respon-

sible for the planning, organizing, coordinating, and im-

plementation of all the religious education programs for 

the parish households, from infancy through adult educa-

tion, including sacramental preparation. Through these 

duties and his or her presence in the parish, the DRE/

CRE works to carry out the parish’s core value of inviting 

all people to encounter Christ and inspiring them to be-

come saints. Please send a resume with references to Fr. 

Burish at pastor@thechurchofnotredame.org by July 1. 

Fr. Tom’s column, continued: 

Last, I thought everyone should see our list of graduating high school seniors. Congratulations to them and sorrow for 

not being able to go to any parties! Here’s the list (please call to correct any mistakes): Riley Bauer, Joseph Berg, Kaylie 

Brenizer, Riley Ericson, Evan Flak, Mackenzie Goss, Emma Knobloch, Joseph Koller, Gabriel Martin, Brent Martin, Kel-

lan Miller, Monica Miranda, Jacob Moore, Moseler Daniel Moseler, Lilly Niese, Kendall Nigon, Nicholas Oberding, Bran-

ton Paulsrud, Noelle Pawelski, Sophia Picco, Jalyn Ruppelt, Nathan Stremcha, Fletcher Theisen, Henry Theisen, Maria 

Venne, Ryan Whiteside. 

 

Blessing and Peace.  

God grant that violence be overcome by the power of love, 

that opposition give way to reconciliation 

and that the desire to oppress be transformed 

into the desire for forgiveness, justice and peace… 

May peace be in our hearts 

so that they are open to the action of God’s grace… 

May all members of the family community, 

especially children, the elderly, the weakest, 

feel the warmth of this feast, 

and may it extend subsequently to all the days in the year. 

Amen. 

Pope Benedict XVI 

Message from the Pope, from Vatican News 

In his greetings to the English-speaking faithful at the weekly 

General Audience, Pope Francis addressed the people of the 

United States, as protests continue throughout the nation. 

“I have witnessed with great concern the disturbing social un-

rest in your nation in these past days, following the tragic 

death of Mr. George Floyd,” he said. “We cannot tolerate or 

turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form and yet 

claim to defend the sacredness of every human life...” 

“Let us pray for the consolation of their grieving families and 

friends and let us implore the national reconciliation and peace 

for which we yearn,” he said. “May Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

Mother of America, intercede for all those who work for peace 

and justice in your land and throughout the world.” 

Note from Christine: 

I have been hearing about donations being collected in 

Eau Claire to go to the hardest hit neighborhoods in 

Minneapolis, where residents are in need of food and 

other supplies. Will update on Facebook when I get 

more info on what is needed and where it is going.  
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Fully Loving 

Faithfully Teaching 

Compassionately Serving 

Truly Living 

Joyfully Catholic 

Sites around St. James  

Pastoral Ministry  

Please contact Christine, Jacky or Fr. Tom if you want to 

talk, or be on the prayer tree, or if you need anything 

during these crazy times.  

Jacky and Christine both have their personal cell numbers 

on their office voicemail—please feel free to call.  

We miss seeing you so much! And pray for you regularly.  

Moving forward!! 

Our first weekend with public masses went well. Thanks 

to all who willingly kept social distance and wore a mask. 

Thanks to those of you who chose to not come, which is 

the safest choice. 

 

We will continue to limit attendance, require social 

distancing, wearing a mask, and ask everyone to sign up 

for mass, so that we know how many are coming, and so 

we have contact information in case of an outbreak. Here 

is the link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4da4a82aa3fd0-mass 

or you can call Christine: 715-579-1523. 

 

To continue to be open, we NEED MORE 

VOLUNTEERS to Usher and Sanitize. If you are under 

65 please consider helping. If we don’t have enough 

people to help, we can’t be open to the public!!  

Attention Parishioners: 

Several circular cement forms to put around trees to give 

away. If interested, contact Lou Hein (715-514-1148). 

Summer Fest News! 

The social aspects of Summer Fest must be cancelled due to this time of social distancing.  

No car show, no band, no gathering of any kind. We are all so disappointed, but the safety of everyone comes first. 

We will still be doing the raffle!!  

You should receive your raffle tickets in the next week or so. PLEASE do not feel any obligation to buy them; we know 

some people are really hurting financially in this time. Just return them if you don’t want them. Others may want to buy 

more, since they won’t be spending money like usual on food, drinks, or games at the festival.  

This does not mean we can't find other ways to both build community and raise funds!! 

We’re sure some of you have creative alternatives to Summer Fest.  

A few ideas that staff has tossed around:  

•Maybe a harvest meal in October, or  

•a drive in movie with a food truck, or  

•an online auction, or  

•sponsor rake leafing in the fall, or all of the above,  

•or .....  

Please share your ideas!! Let Christine know if you would participate in any of those ideas, or if you have some of your 

own! Email christine@stjameseauclaire.org, or call 715-579-1523 (personal cell, she isn’t good about checking voicemail at the 

office since working from home). 

RUN, WALK, VOLUNTEER, OR DONATE TO END HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND EXPLOITATION. 

Join us for the Just Us for Justice Run/Walk on Wednesday, July 22. This year’s theme is “Stop the Traffick!” 

6:00 PM - 1/2 mile kids run/walk; 6:30 PM -2 mile AND  5-mile runs/walks begin 

Pre-event Packet Pickup will be Tuesday, July 21 at the Fierce Freedom office, 2519 N. Hillcrest Pkwy Ste 200, Altoona, 

WI,  54720, from 5:00 -7:00 PM. Day-of-Race Packet Pickup begins at Carson Park at 4:30 PM. 

Due to the ongoing situation with COVID-19, this year we have a VIRTUAL RACE OPTION which will also serve as our 

Plan B plan should we not be able to hold the event in person in July. More about the virtual option can be found on our 

website. The efforts of the Just Us for Justice Run/Walk go to support Fierce Freedom, a Chippewa Valley organization 

working to abolish domestic human trafficking and exploitation through education, advocacy and victim support. For 

more about Fierce Freedom see: fiercefreedom.org. Registration for the Justice Run/Walk opens May 15 

at:  www.cvjusticerun.org. To guarantee your t-shirt, postmark paper registration by June 29 or register online by July 1. 

Skid Steer Needed 

Looking for someone with a skid steer that could help move 

and level some dirt in the backyard of the parish rectory. 

Estimated time, about an hour. Please contact Jim Forster 

(715-456-6690). 
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For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire 

(715) 839-4943 
Tour Available 

(715) 839-8602

901 S. Farwell St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Subsidized Housing 
One Bedroom Apartments

Call for program requirements & amenities
HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income  

Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Your Locally Owned 
Office Products Company

www.northwestofficeproducts.com
Phone: 715.855.7823 Fax: 715.514.0283

For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire

(715) 839-4943

Tour Available 
(715) 839-8602

300 William St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Call for program 
requirements & 

amenities

HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income 
Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 


