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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Fr. Bob Streveler died two weeks ago. I don’t know how many of you knew him. In the last thirty years he 

served mostly in central Wisconsin. He was a great diocesan priest, a child of the land, from a farm in Halder, which is 

my dad’s home town. Fr. Streveler was buried last week in the same cemetery where my grandparents’ graves are, just 

a stone’s throw away from the front doors of St. Patrick’s Church. Halder, if you don’t know, is the first town you 

come across if you drive due south of Marathon, which is eleven miles west of Wausau. Anyway, I always admired Fr. 

Streveler’s humility, sense of duty, sense of humor and dedication to the people of the Diocese of La Crosse. One of 

these people was my grandmother on my mother’s side, whom he used to visit at length when she was in the Catholic 

nursing home on Wausau’s north side. He would play cards, shoskopf (sheephead) or cribbage, with her. It was a 

lovely image of ministry for me—nothing flashy, just simple sharing of time and laughter. May he rest in peace and 

enjoy the reward of his labors. 

 

Just an update on this year’s Diocesan Annual Appeal. As of today, 240 donors have given $62,370.00. Last year we 

had 292 donors, so I’m not sure where those other 52 people went. This leaves us $25,170 short of our target due by 

June 30. I get that this isn’t a great time to ask for donations, but this is quite a shortfall and the parish will have to 

cover any shortfall out of our operating budget. So, if you’re prone to help us in this year’s Diocesan Appeal, you can 

mark an envelope for this purpose. We’ve never made our target since my arrival in 2014, but this year is the worst 

we’ve done. Was it, perhaps, because of the clergy sexual abuse scandal and the release of names of priest offenders 

last Fall? Was it, perhaps, because I was gone on sabbatical last Fall and could not promote it myself in church? 

Whatever the cause, signing the check to cough up that amount from parish funds will not be a happy moment, 

certainly.  

 

Happy news is the enthusiasm with which so many in our parish have embraced the online retreat with Fr. Mark 

Thibodeaux, “Ascending with Ignatius.” Roughly 100 parishioners are taking part and another 25 people from 

other parts of the diocese and world. I imagine that it will be on YouTube for years to come, so you can always check 

it out and do the retreat on your own time. It is a 30-day retreat and consists of watching a different video each day 

for 30 days and also reflecting privately each day. You can access these videos by going to Youtube.com and searching 

for “Fr. Mark Thibodeaux Ascending with Ignatius.” I suspect I will return to these videos often in my days remaining 

on this earth, and we can always try another parish-wide participation again. It’s just such good, sensible and deep 

spiritual food. 

 

The Parish Pastoral Council this past week. After a shared meditation on this coming weekend’s second reading, we 

started a full agenda for discussion. First, the council discussed the proposal to purchase our own equipment for 

the livestreaming and/or taping of parish celebrations in church, particularly our weekend masses. Currently, lots 

of people tune in to our YouTube channel to celebrate mass (1200 views for Pentecost on May 31 and 700 for Trinity 

Sunday, June 7). Surely this number will go down after more people return to church, but advocates for this project 

believe that keeping the livestream going even after a return is a great ministry to our homebound parishioners as well 

as to others who might not be ready to cross the threshold of our church but will tune in at home and benefit. After a 

good deal of discussion of pros and cons, the council’s consensus was to recommend pursuing our own video system. 

So far, by the way, we have been blessed with Don Byrne’s generosity as he has been using his own equipment, and it 

would be much appreciated if anyone sees this as a worthy cause to support financially.  

 

There was a vibrant discussion about how the COVID experience has been affecting our parish. One expressed 

genuine concern that things will be irreparably damaged by this gap in having a full church with music. People 

have been hearing that some of our awesome over 65 members are very unhappy that diocesan policy is keeping 

them from serving in the in-person liturgies. I asked the council if they thought it would be a good idea to ask 

diocesan authority for exceptions (as we can do per diocesan policy), or if this would endanger the health of our 

people of that age, who would be at risk for more severe, even fatal, illness if they caught the virus. There was vocal 

support to leave this choice up to the people themselves, so we’ll discuss that as a staff and come to a decision.  

 

Fr. Tom’s column continued on Page Four….   
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7 June 2020, Fr. Tom’s Homily, Trinity Sunday 

John 3:16-18 

 

Our disc golf course that I like to call All Saints, sort of like St. Andrew’s, because it was officially opened on November 1, 

2016, needed a little maintenance. So, I bought some wood chips to refresh the bases under the hole targets. Near hold 

number seven, some of the neighborhood youth and have hanging out and chilling with a hammock attached to two of our 

white pines. As I was spreading the wood chips, I overhead one of the three or four, a male let’s call him Zack, giving 

his opinions about a few things. This I heard clearly: “You know, when you see someone who looks kind of sad, you 

should definitely not ask them how their doing because then, they’ll reflect for a few seconds and start crying.” His com-

panions didn’t respond right away, so I jumped in. “Well,” I said, “if you don’t ask them, they’ll probably think you 

don’t care.” Then one of his female pals said, “Yeah, Zack, some social worker you’d be.”  

  

Today’s Gospel passage, if it’s trying to say one thing, it’s that we do NOT have a God who doesn’t care. God sent 

his Son into the world on a rescue mission, not to condemn but to save. To save us from our fears, from our sense of sepa-

ration, from our guilt…God so loved the world and God came to be with us. God took flesh in our world as Light in the 

midst of Darkness, to show us the Way the Truth and the Life as the Way of Love. As nonviolent Love, God encoun-

tered violent sinful humanity and was nailed to a cross and died. As evidence, however, that might does not make 

right and that Love is the most powerful force in the universe, God raised Jesus from death to life. And for we who 

accept this belief, we are given power to live as children of God; we are saved.  

  

God so loved the world. Many of us at St. James and beyond are in the midst of an online retreat, on YouTube, led by Jesuit 

priest, Fr. Mark Thibodeaux. It is excellent. In his first talk, he wanted to communicate the way God loves us and he 

told a story from his own life. 

  

He said that during his days in rural Louisiana directing Jesuit novices, he would jog almost daily. And two constants 

on these outings were his encounters with Sammy and Smokey, two dogs who anticipated his approach and reveled in his 

affectionate petting. Sammy was an old dog, and when Mark approached he would start leaning to his right where 

Mark’s leg would soon be, and then lean it against Mark while he petting his neck and behind his ears. A few miles farther 

along, he would come across Smokey, a young more energetic dog, waiting eagerly. When Mark was next to him, he 

would wriggle around on his back with all four leg up and his private parts for all to see, and Mark rewarded his vulner-

ability by rubbing his chest and belly. This went on for years in that temperate climate. 

  

One morning in prayer, Mark was trying to listen to the voice of God, and was rewarded with a clear message in his heart. 

God said, “You know how you love Sammy and Smokey? When you are going to let me love you like that?” And the 

Light went on! God so loved the world…He came not to condemn but to save. Can you imagine God loving you like that? It 

would be a grace and it would be based on what the Bible tells us is true about God who is love. Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, a Trinity of Love. The Father loving the Son, the Son Loving the Father, and the Love flowing between them as Spir-

it, St. Augustine posited.  

  

How does this relate to our times with our culture going through what I hope are growing pains as we move toward a 

more just society and an end to racism? It might seem a little trite. Is a tickling God the God we need right now? Tick-

ling or not, I think a tender and loving God is exactly what we need right now. Does God have fun with us when his chil-

dren are either hurting his other children or being hurt by them? Of course not. God grieves where sin is so active, and 

tries to activate his Holy Spirit in us to pursue the way of Love, and fairness and peace.  

  

But we need the tender, playful, love of God more than ever now, because I’ll wager that is precisely what is lacking 

in the hearts of those causing so much harm in our world. When you don’t know that at the ground of your very being 

you are loved, that you are worth the life and death of God in Jesus, you’ll scramble to find other ways to make yourself 

feel strong and important—often by making yourself feel stronger and better than others.  

 

And so we pray: Loving God, you so loved the world that over 2000 years ago you sent your only Son to show us the way 

of love. We need your Holy Spirit now to show us the way. Touch our hearts when we hate, that we might know your 

tenderness. Touch our hearts when we fear that we might be strong in your love that is eternal and victorious, and to con-

tinue to touch the hearts of all of your people to increase our desire to live as you do, O God, a community of Love. If You, 

Trinity God, can live in community and harmony, human beings can also do likewise. Save us again and again, O Loving 

God.  
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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Coord. of Liturgical Music mkolstad@charter.net 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Notre Dame is seeking a Director/Coordinator of 

Religious Education (DRE/CRE). 

The DRE/CRE, in this up-to-full-time position, is respon-

sible for the planning, organizing, coordinating, and im-

plementation of all the religious education programs for 

the parish households, from infancy through adult educa-

tion, including sacramental preparation. Through these 

duties and his or her presence in the parish, the DRE/

CRE works to carry out the parish’s core value of inviting 

all people to encounter Christ and inspiring them to be-

come saints. Please send a resume with references to Fr. 

Burish at pastor@thechurchofnotredame.org by July 1. 

Fr. Tom’s column, continued: 

 

At the same time, many have embraced “Mass at home” through YouTube, and some even prefer it because there is 

singing and they can sing along. A member asked what the plan for the future weeks/months is, and unfortunately 

we are in a holding pattern until infection rates allow for more easing. It seems in Eau Claire that no parishes are 

allowing singing, and it’s about half and half as far as allowing Communion on the tongue. We have taken a conserva-

tive approach, choosing to err on the side of preventing infection, so we are asking all people to wear masks, not sing, 

and receive Communion on the tongue. Several people left church last weekend more frustrated than joyful, I think 

more angry at the situation than at me, and very irritated that the spirited and fulfilling worship experience they 

are used to having here just isn’t happening with all the masks and no singing. I appreciate their honesty, and com-

miserate with them, even as I hope that upon reflection they can also find some gratitude for the hours of work that 

our staff has put into making the public worship we are offering available.  

 

The council also approved of the concept presented by Mike Kolstad of extending forward 42 inches the ambo 

stand from which our readings are proclaimed. The idea is to bring the Word of God closer to the assembly and 

mark off this place of proclamation as a more special place in church. Mike has a design which uses the old com-

munion rail that indeed uses the old rail to hold up the ambo. The council approved of the concept but not an immedi-

ate timeline, concerned that people might object to having this work done while most of the folks are not coming to 

mass. I would love to hear any feedback from the parish at large about whether this would be good or bad timing for 

this ambo project. It would be free to the parish, by the way.  

 

So, those are the highlights. Because of all these weighty topics, we didn’t get to discuss our book, Start with Jesus, nor 

were we able to approved the budget as approved by the Finance Council at their May meeting. Budget highlights—no 

raises for staff, which they graciously accepted, and heavy reliance on federal dollars through the Payroll Protection 

Plan to make ends meet this coming year.  

 

Thank you for your continued participation, interest, and dedication to the well-being of St. James in these most 

strange times. To quote my favorite Taize song of the week, “Come and fill our hearts with Your peace; You alone, O 

Lord, are holy. Come and fill our hearts with Your peace; Alleluia.”  

Funds needed for Immigrants 

Many of our local immigrant brothers and sisters have lost 

their jobs. They are not privy to unemployment or the 

stimulus packages. Most of them have lived in our com-

munity for years and are hardworking people contributing 

to our communities in many ways. Our JONAH Immigra-

tion Task Force along with a few other organizations have 

started a fund for them. St. Mary’s, Altoona will be the 

money holder designated “Neighbor to Neighbor for our 

Immigrants” in their Charitable Works Account. Immi-

grants requesting need will meet with an interview team 

from our task force to see what help is possible. If you 

have the means to contribute to this most needed cause, 

any amount would be very much appreciated. A check 

with the memo marked with the fund name above can be 

mailed to: 

St. Mary Parish, 1812 Lynn Ave, Altoona, Wi 54720 
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Sites around St. James  

Fully Loving 

Faithfully Teaching 

Compassionately Serving 

Truly Living 

Joyfully Catholic 

COLLECTION TO ASSIST WITH NEEDS IN 

DAMAGED AREAS OF THE TWIN CITIES�

A local group of individuals from Eau Claire are 

coordinating a collection for the hardest hit areas of 

Minneapolis, where residents lost local grocery and 

convenience stores. They are working with similar 

grassroots groups in Menomonie and La Crosse. 

Needs are primarily hygiene products, paper products, and 

cleaning supplies. More detail on needs can be found on 

the Twin Cities Mutual Aid website: https://twin-cities-

mutual-aid.org/ 

Donations can be brought to the Lismore Hotel banquet 

halls on Tuesdays-Saturdays from 2-8 PM at the Lismore 

banquet halls.  

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

 

Sat. Jun. 13 Gratitude 

Sun.  Jun. 14 Ed Rubesch 

Mon. Jun. 15 Linus Miller 

Tue. Jun. 16 Romelle King 

Wed. Jun. 17 Teresa Kunferman 

Thu:  Jun. 18 Eddie Barnett 

Fri. Jun. 19 Bernice and Harold Kassing 

Sat. Jun. 20 Arthur L. Anderson 

Sun.  Jun. 21 Vernon Peak and Roberta Kattar 

Sermon on the Amount May 31, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (107) $10,313.00 

 2019 same week (201) $11,827.50 

Students $24.20 

Plate $79.00 

Total  $10,416.20 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through May 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-May 31) $584,328.12 

 Budgeted (July 1-May 31) $589,400.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for May 31 was 

$20.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $59,882.36. 

Moving forward!! Public Masses 

Starting this weekend, we are going to try moving to 

two masses a weekend, Saturday at 4:30 PM and 

Sunday at 9 AM.  

Attendance thus far has been low, and volunteers also low, 

so this seems to make most sense. We’ll try it, and if 

attendance grows, we can always go back to three masses 

a weekend plus the live-stream mass.  

We continue to require social distancing and wearing a 

mask. Thank you to everyone who has graciously complied 

with our efforts to mitigate risk. 

We also require people to sign up for mass, so that we 

know who is there for potential contact tracing.  

You can sign up online at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/4090F4DA4A82AA3FD0-mass  

or by calling Christine at 715-579-1523.  

Attention Parishioners: 

Several circular cement forms to put around trees to give 

away. If interested, contact Lou Hein (715-514-1148). 

Skid Steer Needed 

Looking for someone with a skid steer that could help move 

and level some dirt in the backyard of the parish rectory. 

Estimated time, about an hour. Please contact Jim Forster 

(715-456-6690). 

Ordination to the Priesthood, Diocese of La Crosse 

Saturday, June 27 at 10:00 AM 

View this celebration live online at diolc.org/live 

Men being ordained (please keep in your prayers): 

Samuel Conner McCarty 

Joseph Michael Richards 

Levi John Michael Schmitt 

Daniel Rexford Williams III 

Music Ministry 

Just as the words of the readings, the 

Psalms and Gospel bring your faith 

alive; let the MUSIC also lift you up. 

Even though the words cannot be 

sung, please listen to each song, you 

know the melodies since they have 

been sung often. As you listen to the “music” in your mind 

try to remember refrains or pieces. Let them vibrate in 

your heart to help sustain you as you move through the 

days and weeks.  

 

This Sunday, Corpus Christi, the closing song is: “Come 

Follow Me and Live – do not be afraid….. For I will be your 

guide…”   

 

May you LIVE every day of your LIFE with JOY!  

Submitted by Mary Kolstad  
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For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire 

(715) 839-4943 
Tour Available 

(715) 839-8602

901 S. Farwell St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Subsidized Housing 
One Bedroom Apartments

Call for program requirements & amenities
HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income  

Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Your Locally Owned 
Office Products Company

www.northwestofficeproducts.com
Phone: 715.855.7823 Fax: 715.514.0283

For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire

(715) 839-4943

Tour Available 
(715) 839-8602

300 William St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Call for program 
requirements & 

amenities

HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income 
Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


