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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Oh my, it’s the summer solstice already this weekend. I’d really love to have a bonfire and play kubb with 

people from St. James as we honor this time of year and the feast of the Baptist’s birth (June 24). But, as with so 

many things right now, this is not to be. I’ll have to content myself with endless opportunities for balmy bike rides that can 

last until 9:30 PM as the sunshine lingers from its farthest setting point to the north. I went to Grand Marais, Minnesota 

once at solstice time and reveled in skipping stones flat and round across its glass lagoon—anything less than ten skips 

was a disappointment—at 10:30 PM.   

 

I saw some lightning bugs on Folsom Street as I walked on the north side downward pointing west. I love those bugs. I 

have some return address stickers with lightning bugs in a jar. I don’t capture them anymore, but I cannot think of a better 

way to spend fifteen minutes than looking over a grassy meadow in late June an hour after sunset, with those bugs flashing 

like paparazzi while floating like fairy dust. Precious, is all I can say. 

 

Maybe these bugs will still be out when my friend Jim and his son come to visit this week. They live in Seattle, but his 

mom is aging and in need of a visit in Chicago, so he will be stopping for an overnight in Eau Claire on their drive back 

home. We agreed it would be a “socially distant” visit, since in my role as Communion distributor I’m being very careful 

about exposure. If you know a good place for view lightning bugs, please let me know.  

 

Have you been feeling the sadness of social distance? From time to time as a single person I have envied the family life of 

others, but it seems especially so during these days of distance. Joan Gutsch and I exchanged a hug at her husband Don’s 

burial, but other than that it’s been just one hand scratching the other for me—and I know for a lot of you. You might 

recall that I have a special friend with an intellectual disability whom I used to see at least a couple times per month, and 

she gives the best hugs on earth! Well, it’s been since the first week in March since I’ve been able to visit her. We had a 

Zoom computer video visit the other day and before saying good-bye I held out my arms like I was offering a hug and 

suddenly the picture on the screen went blank. “What’s happening?” I asked. “She’s hugging the computer,” her mom said. 

That was a pretty nice hug, I have to say.  

 

From the sublime to the mundane, we had a Parish Finance Council meeting last Tuesday. Thanks to the continued 

AWESOME giving by YOU, we are maintaining a strong financial position through these uncertain days, though of 

course concerned with what the future might bring. Anne showed us the amount of parish income from online giving, and 

Rob Sorensen quickly calculated that about 30%-35% of our income comes from people giving online through authorized 

withdrawals from their bank accounts or using their credit cards to donate. So, however you’re giving, keep up the good 

work! 

 

If anyone is looking for an extra project toward which to donate, you might consider sponsoring the painting of a 

classroom in our school. We were going to use money raised from the annual Walk for Virtues, but we’re not having 

that, and so far direct appeals to school families have not yielded close to what the project will cost. When I find out the 

total cost, I can figure out what it would cost to sponsor a room, in anyone is interested. We also decided, with some 

enthusiastic support in the parish, to invest in a video system to livestream or record events in our church, primarily 

our weekend mass. That costs a pretty penny, also, like $21,500 or so.  

 

I don’t mean to be a huckster trying to squeeze your pockets, but did want to let you know a few things that are going on 

that cost dollars. My main concern is that our parishioners maintain a sense of connection to St. James during this 

time when we hardly see each other. Weekend mass attendance has been low, a little over a hundred people per weekend 

now. Someone said to me, “Father, you must be disappointed at how few people are coming to church!” Actually, not. 

I think it’s a fine choice for many to come and a fine choice for many to stay home and celebrate with us on YouTube or on 

our website.  

 

I would only be concerned about low mass attendance if it is an indication that our parishioners no longer feel 

engaged with the St. James Community. As of Tuesday night midnight (now), we have just under 700 views of our 

video Mass, either the recorded or the livestreamed version. So, many of us are staying connected that way, and about 375 

people have tuned into my mid-week video chat, so that’s good also. Still, I’m sure a lot people are not feeling very 

connected, so let’s pray for one another and do what we can to reach out. 

 

I hope you all take the time to read a parishioner's reflection in this bulletin, which is a lovely and heartfelt look at this 

odd experience we are now sharing.  

 

Peace, enjoy these longest of days! 
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14 June 2020, Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

I Corinthians 10:16-17; John 6:51-58 

 

A little context will help us make better sense of today’s Gospel reading. The Jewish leaders confront Jesus, saying, “Hey, 

you are making some pretty big claims for yourself. We don’t know if you’re the real thing or not. We know that Moses 

was the real thing, and that when our people were wandering in the desert and were hungry, he gave them manna for 

them to eat bread from heaven. That’s what Moses did, so what can YOU do?”  

 

Jesus says, “Well, first, it wasn’t Moses who gave the manna but God in heaven gave it. And this God who sent manna to 

the people in the wilderness, this God is my Father, and instead of manna he has now sent….me. I am the bread the heav-

en. Your ancestors ate manna and then were hungry again. Whoever feeds on me will never hunger. The bread I give is 

my life for the life of the world.” He himself is the miracle.  

 

That’s very deep, mystical material to digest. When we say “Give us this day our daily bread,” we are saying, “Give us, 

YOU, Jesus.” In our weakness, be our strength, O Jesus. In our sins, show us mercy, O Jesus. In our pain and emptiness, 

walk with us, O Jesus. In our joy, pop the cork and celebrate with us, O Jesus. Give us yourself as our daily bread. 

 

That’s pretty deep, but you know I think St. Paul’s words in the second reading go even deeper. Is not the cup we 

share a participation in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread we break a participation in the Body of Christ? What is it 

to “participate in the Blood of Christ”?  

 

In a recent pastoral letter to us, Bishop Callahan said that in these days of caution against the coronavirus, priests should 

assure even those present in church for mass that they need not come to communion in order to be in Communion with 

Jesus. He specifically said that being united with the assembly, God’s People, unites us to Jesus, and that we are united 

to Jesus when we join him in his offering to the Father in the Eucharistic Prayer. It’s a huge point that must be appreciat-

ed. When I articulate our prayer, “Through him, with him and in him, O God Almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all glory and honor are yours forever and ever,” we are saying that we participate in the Body and Blood of 

Christ when we, like Jesus, offer our lives to God.  

 

Greek author Nikos Kazantzakis said there are three types of disciples of Jesus. One says, “I’m a bow in your hands, 

Lord, bend me, use me for your glory.” A second says that but adds, “But don’t bend me too far, for I might break.” Instead 

of that, the third says, “Bend me as far as you want, Lord, and who cares if I break!” Can you feel the freedom in that? I’m 

definitely more of a level 2 disciple, to be honest, but I strive for the freedom of level 3. To participate in the Blood of 

Christ is to offer ourselves in service to God as Jesus offered himself to his Father on the Cross, freely and wholly and not 

counting the cost.  

 

In 2 Corinthian chapter 4, St. Paul says, “We are always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of 

Jesus may also be manifested in our body.” That’s beautiful but abstract. This story from the life of St. Francis makes it 

more concrete. Francis and Brother Leo were looking for shelter on a cold and rainy night. They knocked on monastery 

door and the porter monk, opened it, insulted them as beggars and sent them reeling with a slam of the door. Brother Leo 

was really angry and upset, spewing all sort of insults against the porter. Then he saw Francis on the ground laughing 

and smiling. “What are you laughing about? Why are you so happy? Aren’t you upset by what that jerk the porter did to 

us?” Francis replied, “We should thank the porter, for he has allowed us to share in the passion and suffering of our 

Lord.” That’s freedom.  

 

I read an article by opinion columnist Charles Blow last week, entitled “The Civil Rights Act of 2020,” that reflected on 

the needed changes to bring right relationship among the races and ethnicities in our country. He quoted Martin Luther 

King saying in 1967, “The practical cost of change from the nation up to this point has been cheap. The limited reforms 

have been obtained at bargain rates. There are no expenses, no taxes are required for Negroes to share lunch counters, 

libraries, parks, hotels and other facilities with whites.” But he knew that the next steps toward righting past wrongs 

would cost something. Things like ensuring quality education, decent good-paying jobs, fair housing—these things that 

would allow equal access to possibility, success and safety, would cost money.  

 

Is that what has kept racism and an underclass alive in our country—fear of it costing us something? 

 

Is that what keeps Christians immature—a fear that following Jesus more intensely will cost us something? Do we tame 

the Eucharist, turning into a thing we merely consume to console us? Or is it in fact, as St. Paul says, a participa-

tion in the Blood of Christ and a source of strength for us to offer our lives daily to God, even some days at some 

cost? 
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COLLECTION TO ASSIST WITH NEEDS IN 

DAMAGED AREAS OF THE TWIN CITIES�

A local group of individuals from Eau Claire are 

coordinating a collection for the hardest hit areas of 

Minneapolis, where residents lost local grocery and 

convenience stores. They are working with similar 

grassroots groups in Menomonie and La Crosse. 

Needs are primarily hygiene products, paper products, and 

cleaning supplies. More detail on needs can be found on 

the Twin Cities Mutual Aid website: https://twin-cities-

mutual-aid.org/ 

They also need camping gear and sleeping bags for a large 

group of homeless who had been housed in a hotel but 

now have to leave.  

Donations can be brought to the Lismore Hotel banquet 

halls on Tuesdays-Saturdays from 2-8 PM at the Lismore 

banquet halls.  

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

 

Sat. Jun. 20 Arthur L. Anderson 

Sun.  Jun. 21 Vernon Peak and Roberta Kattar 

Mon. Jun. 22 Marvin and Betty Abts 

Tue. Jun. 23 Daniel Young Schultz (new job) 

Wed. Jun. 24 Peter Brindle 

Thu:  Jun. 25 Ray Falkner 

Fri. Jun. 26 Susan Rohrer 

Sat. Jun. 27 George Hanson 

Sun.  Jun. 28 Larry Hagens 

Sermon on the Amount June 7, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (128) $17,025.50 

 2019 same week (201) $11,827.50 

Students $4.00 

Plate $18.00 

Total  $17,047.50 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through May 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-May 31) $584,328.12 

 Budgeted (July 1-May 31) $589,400.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for June 7 was 

$1,380.00 for a total since July 1, 2019 of $61,262.36. 

Moving forward!! Public Masses 

We will continue having two masses a weekend, 

Saturday at 4:30 PM and Sunday at 9 AM.  

Attendance thus far has been low so this seems to make 

most sense. We’ll try it, and if attendance grows, we can 

always go back to three masses a weekend plus the live-

stream mass.  

We continue to require social distancing and wearing a 

mask. Thank you to everyone who has graciously complied 

with our efforts to mitigate risk. 

We also require people to sign up for mass, so that we 

know who is there for potential contact tracing.  

You can sign up online at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4DA4A82AA3FD0-

mass or by calling Christine at 715-579-1523.  

Skid Steer Needed 

Looking for someone with a skid steer that could help 

move and level some dirt in the backyard of the parish rec-

tory. Estimated time, about an hour. Please contact Jim 

Forster (715-456-6690). 

School Painting Project 

St. James School needs to paint the classrooms. We al-

ready have some donations (thanks PCCW and KCs!!) to 

offset the costs, but not enough. If anyone would like to 

contribute, contact Anne at the parish office or send a 

check that is clearly marked for the ’painting project’ 

Thanks! 

Raffle tickets 

If you are not planning on buying or selling your raffle 

tickets, please return them to the parish office, as others 

want to buy more than usual and we are going to run out! 

You can put them in the drop box to the right of the parish 

office door. Thanks so much! 

Free for the taking 

Two wooden loading ramps, 2”x8”x8’. Found in the new 

rectory shed. Call Lou Hein at 715-514-1148. 
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Sites around St. James  

Reflection on this time from a parishioner: 

 

.....Who do we become when we can't be who we were? 

In many ways it is the question I had to ask myself after my husband died. But as I reflect I remem-

ber that first there was the grief as in, denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance. It was-

n't until I could come to acceptance that I could gradually become the new person who was a widow. 

and continue to evolve.  

 

So now when I reflect on St James in this time of Covid 19 ...I realize that I personally am in one of 

the grief stages. I want it all to be normal again. I want the greetings before Mass, the peace greet-

ing, the nine Eucharistic ministers, the singing, and hospitality. 

 

I can't help but wonder if many  of St James aren't experiencing grief as a dominant emotion. I won-

der if it needs to be tended to before we as a parish can decide "Who do we become when we 

can't be who we were? 

If the above reflection hits home with you, and you 

realize you are grieving the loss of how we as a parish 

used to be or how we all used to be socially, please feel 

free to call Christine (715-579-1523 or Jacky or Fr. 

Tom for a listening and sympathetic ear. Here are 

some tips: 

How to deal with the grieving process 

While grieving a loss is an inevitable part of life, there 

are ways to help cope with the pain, come to terms 

with your grief, and eventually, find a way to pick up 

the pieces and move on with your life. 

• Acknowledge your pain. 

• Accept that grief can trigger many different and 

unexpected emotions. 

• Understand that your grieving process will be 

unique to you. 

• Seek out support from people who care about you. 

• Support yourself emotionally by taking care of 

yourself physically. 

Emotional symptoms of grief 

Shock and disbelief. Right after a loss, it can be hard 

to accept what happened. You may feel numb, have 

trouble believing that the loss really happened, or 

even deny the truth.  

Sadness. Profound sadness is probably the most uni-

versally experienced symptom of grief. You may have 

feelings of emptiness, despair, yearning, or deep lone-

liness. You may also cry a lot or feel emotionally un-

stable. 

Guilt. You may regret or feel guilty about things you 

did or didn’t say or do. You may also feel guilty about 

certain feelings (e.g. feeling relieved when the person 

died after a long, difficult illness).  

Anger. Even if the loss was nobody’s fault, you may 

feel angry and resentful. You may feel the need to 

blame someone for the injustice that was done to you. 

Fear. A significant loss can trigger a host of worries 

and fears. You may feel anxious, helpless, or insecure.  

On another note: some guidance on wearing your face covering properly.  
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For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire 

(715) 839-4943 
Tour Available 

(715) 839-8602

901 S. Farwell St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Subsidized Housing 
One Bedroom Apartments

Call for program requirements & amenities
HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income  

Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Your Locally Owned 
Office Products Company

www.northwestofficeproducts.com
Phone: 715.855.7823 Fax: 715.514.0283

For Applications, Contact the 
Housing Authority of the City 

of Eau Claire

(715) 839-4943

Tour Available 
(715) 839-8602

300 William St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

Call for program 
requirements & 

amenities

HUD Subsidized Rent for Low Income 
Persons 55 or Over OR Disabled

Handicapped Accessible Apartments Available

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


