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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Hi everybody. Wow, we got a taste of November with this week’s weather. I’m not sure I’ve ever experienced 

such an abrupt need to change from A/C to heat. It keeps life interesting, I guess.  

 

With the end of summer, the NFL season is also upon us, with a Packer-Viking game no less. One casualty of this fact is 

that the once re-scheduled parish golf outing is canceled. It was my fault for starting this project too late and then 

having to cancel August 30 because of a 60

th

 birthday party that was rescheduled to that day. So, perhaps we’ll try again, 

but it seems like Sundays are spoken for now because our most avid golfers are also avid football fans. I’ll keep you 

posted if things change. 

 

Speaking of golf, it’s been such a pleasure for me to hear the clanging of chains on our campus all summer with disc 

golfers coming to play on our course. There has been a good mix of families and groups of young adults who play. I 

take pride in being able to offering this wholesome entertainment to people in our community. We’ll see if our course is 

used this year by our school’s physical education classes. I remember when the course was brand new Mr. Niese got 

Frisbees in the children’s hands and they learned how to keep a golf scorecard. And they need a lot of math skills that 

day because it was very windy and hard to get “the biscuit in the basket” as they say. I think the average score on a par 3 

hole was about 11.  

 

You might notice next to the 7

th

 tee, on the right as you pull into the north driveway, some minor construction. Scott 

and Patty Campbell have donated a bench in memory of their son Elliot (Memorial, Class of 2010) who dies almost 

seven years ago. Since their son was a disc golf enthusiast, they thought this would be an apt memorial, and something 

good for the church and neighborhood. It will be all of the above.  

 

The Parish Pastoral Council met on Tuesday. We discussed a lot of this and that and had a lovely time sharing our 

reflections on next Sunday’s Gospel reading about the workers who worked for one hour getting the same wage as those 

who worked for twelve hours, “and bore the burden of the heat.” That’s always a fun one! There were not any decisions 

made while sharing ideas about how to best keep parishioners engaged in parish life despite our physical distancing. We 

all continue to hear stories of dissatisfaction among people regarding our in-person masses in church. Some are keenly 

aware of their need to stay as clear as possible from the virus and are wary of things like singing even in “soft voice,” and 

others believe we are being too cautious and need to loosen up. As I have stressed, we are trying to walk the line of 

responsible practices that also enable as many people as possible to worship happily. While there is no definite plan to 

restart two masses on Sunday, this will probably be happening this Fall sometime. 

 

I asked the council for feedback about the possibility of changing our mass times from 8:00 and 10:00 to 8:30 and 

10:30. The council was neutral, neither seeing great advantage nor disadvantage. I’d sort of like to change just to ensure 

that the presider would have more energy at the early mass, but also to even out attendance. Under –pre-Covid 

conditions, the 8:00 was our least attended mass while the 10:00 was often crowded (how I long for those days!). So, if 

any of you would also like to offer feedback, please feel free to contact one of the staff or me. 

 

I also apprised the staff about the possibility of Sunday mass becoming obligatory once again. To review, back in 

March, because of the pandemic, all public masses were canceled and the obligation to go to church and pray with the 

community each week was relaxed/dispensed. Well, a couple weeks ago our former bishop and current archbishop of 

Milwaukee, decided to reinstate the rule of obligation in his archdiocese (not ours) starting September 14, 2020. His 

logic is 1.: That it’s super important to go to mass, and 2: That we have demonstrated that we can return to public mass 

safely and so it’s time for people to get that extra push to go back. (People with high-risk conditions would still be 

dispensed from attending, but he said that the mere desire not to be infected wasn’t reason enough.) The problem I see 

with his logic is that we demonstrated we can go back safely because of physical distancing, and this distancing would 

not be possible if our attendance doubled, for example. I can tell you that none of the Eau Claire Deanery pastors think 

it’s a great idea, and I do believe that our Bishop Callahan listens to the people and pastors before making final decisions 

like that. Tentatively, however, he has written a letter saying that October 4 might be a good date to re-start the 

obligation, even as he was careful to note that this would be pending the progress of the virus and other factors of safety.  

Continued on page four…   
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Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

I remember being in Carson Park a couple years ago. I think I was cross country skiing there. I passed a man who was 

walking toward me. I was absorbed in my technique and exercise and so I did not hear him say hello. How do I know I 

did not hear him? Because shorty after I passed him by he yelled loudly and angrily, “I said ‘Hi’ to you!!” So, I threw a 

hello over my shoulder. Evidently this man was emotionally fragile, perhaps with a mental illness. Sometimes 

such ones are in better touch with what is really going on in the world and between people than the rest of us. 

He, for example, knew that he was somebody that should be acknowledged, that he needed relationship with other 

people, and that it is wrong, a sin, for one person to ignore another person.  

  

God has a similar passion for us to acknowledge one another and be at peace with each other. The prime analogy is 

that God is a parent and we God’s children. What parent’s heart would not grieve deeply when his or her children 

hate each other or won’t talk to each other?  

 

Today’s Gospel account shows us that God has a passion for reconciliation. It goes to great lengths to show us 

how to heal after we’ve been hurt by someone. Basically it’s a lot of work! If you’re the one who was hurt, you need 

to have the courage to confront the person who hurt you directly as a first step. It’s so much easier not! (as we all 

know). I bet every one of us wouldn’t have to think too hard before coming up with an example of a time when we 

went to a third party to complain about someone instead of humbly and vulnerably approaching that person directly. 

“Say, do you know the other day when you took my idea and presented it to the boss like it was yours…or when you 

called me immature in front of others…or when….well, that really hurt, it seems unfair, and I need that to stop.” And 

then on the part of the one who did the hurting it takes a lot of humility to listen before getting defensive. That’s 

so hard, but good Christians who have grown accustomed to repenting of their sins should have not such a hard time 

admitting fault.  

 

As people of faith, we believe that we are most ourselves when we are in communion with each other. This is because 

we know that beneath our superficial differences is a unity of being children of God together, brothers and sisters. 

More powerful than our sins which divide us is the love that unites us. What makes it a LOT easier is knowing that 

this is what God wants. God loves it when we get along in the midst of our differences we recognize and celebrate our 

deeper unity. To quote our Second Eucharistic Prayer for Reconciliation, God’s Spirit is at work (i.e. God love it!) 

when enemies begin to speak to one another, when hatred is quenched by mercy and vengeance gives way to for-

giveness.”  

 

We don’t confront someone’s sins in order to nail him or her to the wall, but to make the relationship right again.  

 

Maybe you’ve heard of the film The Straight Story based on the true story of Alvin Straight, from Iowa, who knew he 

was coming to the end of his life before long, whose driver’s license was taken from him, but who was haunted by a 

years-long divide between him and his brother Lyle. He snuck away from the house where he lived with his daughter 

and took off on a John Deere riding mower, with a small trailer in tow and proceeded on a journey of 240 miles from 

Laurens, Iowa to Blue River, Wisconsin. Through many danger, toils and snares, as they say, he arrived at his brother’s 

house. 

 

When he arrived and saw the porch and a rocking chair empty, you could hear the growing fear in his fear as he called 

out for his brother—“Lyle!”—and the relief when his brother emerged from the house onto the porch. “Alvin?” his 

brother asked before inviting him onto the porch. The film ends with the two of them seated on the porch and ex-

changing one line each. Lyle asks, “Did you ride that thing all the way out here to see me?” “I did, Lyle,” Alvin says, be-

fore the camera move upward toward heaven. 

 

We never hear what they say after that. In fact, we never hear what their conflict was about in the first place. But in 

the silence of that porch, we realize that they both came to know that nothing is more important than being in good 

relationship with each other.  

 

Continued on page four….. 
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Sermon on the Amount August 30, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (98) $6,308.00 

 2019 same week (144) $6,797.00 

Students $10.00 

Plate $84.91 

Total  $6,402.91 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Aug. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Aug. 31) $90,666.50 

 Budgeted (July 1-Aug. 31) $107,6210.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Aug. 30 was 

$1,155.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $19,508.84. 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9 AM: NOTE: WEEKEND MASS TIMES MAY 

BE CHANGING SOON—PLEASE WATCH THE BULLETIN ETC.  

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Sept. 12 4:30 Tom and Lois Biesterveld 

  6:00 People of St. James 

Sun.  Sept. 13 Eddie Barnett 

Tue. Sept. 15 S. Marion Bauer 

Wed. Sept. 16 Wayne Polden   

Thu:  Sept. 17 Pat McBride 

Fri. Sept. 18 Bob & Marcy Schoettle 

Sat. Sept. 19 Tom Bye 

Sun.  Sept. 20 Bud & Lolly Gilboy 

Notre Dame Pick-It-Up-Picnic 

Sept. 27 – 11 AM-2 PM 

It is called the “Pick It Up Picnic” – a drive-through boxed 

lunch loaded with goodness. The menu: hand cut, brined, 

herb-roasted ¼ chicken, baked potato, and a great season-

al vegetable with a whole wheat bun and a fabulous des-

sert. Order ahead by Sept. 21 or order at the drive thru. $15 

includes meal and raffle drawing. For questions or to 

place your order, call Edie at (715) 379-3456. 

Come one, come all to the Holy Ghost Parish Taste 

of Oktoberfest! If you're bummed that the Chippewa 

Falls Oktoberfest has been cancelled, or if you just want 

to support the parish, please come to the Taste of Ok-

toberfest, where we will be serving our famous Cuckoo's 

Nests ($6.00) and Oktoberfest Brats ($4.00) on Friday, 

September 18 and Saturday, September 19 from 5 to 7 PM. 

This is a drive up only event. Come and enjoy a little bit 

of Oktoberfest with us! 

Fr. Tom’s column, continued…   

 

Apparently, the only other diocese in the US that has re-instated Sunday obligation, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, has not 

noticed a marked increase in mass attendance as a result of it. People are learning to trust their consciences more than 

they did a couple hundred years ago, apparently, and that’s not a bad thing. Anyway, it’s all very interesting, and as your 

pastor I am pleased to offer you as safe a worship experience as we can muster, and I am also so pleased to hear 

people making the effort to tune in every week to our video masses on YouTube and see great fidelity to the 

Church and God in that practice.  

Fr. Tom’s Homily, continued…. 

 

Our lives don’t always feature such story-book endings. Often we are forced to lives with relationships unreconciled 

and accept what we cannot change. But we should never forget that we are never more ourselves than when we all par-

take of the one loaf, the Eucharist which call us to be at peace with each other.  

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  
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Fully Loving 

Faithfully Teaching 

Compassionately Serving 

Truly Living 

Joyfully Catholic 

Sites around St. James  

Mass and Prayer: 

Things are in flux at the moment— 

We may be changing weekend mass times; nothing is 

decided as of the printing of this bulletin. 

 

In order to add more masses, we would need more people 

to volunteer to be Ushers.  

Please consider serving in this critical role, and contact 

Christine if you are interested.  

 

Meanwhile for daily masses, the Wednesday and Friday 

masses will be school masses, but there may be room at 

each for parishioners/parents. We are still figuring this 

out, particularly for the Wednesday mass, so stay tuned.  

 

Private Prayer:  

The church will still be open for private prayer 9-5  

Monday-Thursday, but for security the Gathering Space 

and church doors will remain locked.  

Please enter through the parish office (door #8 near 

the Last Supper statue.  

On-line Religious Education and Confirmation 

registration is open now! Students in grades 1-10 can be 

enrolled on the parish website stjameseauclaire.org 

during the month of August.  

We'll also be interviewing people interested in teaching 

for our program this coming month. Contact Kelly 

Beaudrie beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com or call 715-828-8313 if 

you have any questions.   

Attention all kindergartners!!   

If you would like to receive materials to provide religious 

education at home for your kindergartner, please contact 

Kelly Beaudrie beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com or call 715-828-8313. 

We'll be ordering the curriculum in August. 

Spouse Loss Support Group 

Since the onset of the pandemic with its restrictions on 

gatherings, those who have experienced the loss of a 

loved partner or spouse have not been able to deal with 

grief in traditional ways. For years, The Healing Place 

was able to offer support for the past twenty years. Un-

fortunately, that resource is now closed. 

We at St. James, using the model of The Healing Place, 

would like to reach out to those in the community who 

are seeking a safe place to process their grief. Beginning 

Friday, Oct. 9, we will gather- using approved social dis-

tancing practices and masks- and journey through the 

grieving process over a period of six weeks 

The Spouse Loss Support group will be facilitated by 

Moira Kneer, retired hospital Chaplain, and Pat Hanson, 

parish member. Materials will be provided. 

For more information please call the parish office. Moira 

or Pat will contact you with time and place. 

And we ask all parish members to remember in prayer 

those who are grieving. 

Spouse Loss Support Group Team 

Calling with Care 

The PCCW organization has always been very active and 

visible with in the parish, so in these uncertain times, 

they will be using that energy to touch base with some of 

the parishioners through a new avenue. They will start 

out with sending cards to some people and then follow 

up with a telephone call. The purpose of this is to check 

and see how people are doing and let them know that we 

are thinking of them.  



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. James the Greater, Eau Claire, WI A 4C 02-0712

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


