
St. James the Greater 
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time � September 20, 2020 

Baptisms!! Welcome to the church Sawyer Beaudrie, August Dayton, and Abram Erlandson !! 



    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

 

Hello. My bicycle rides in the country have been especially scenic, with the beginning of some color on maple trees 

and lots of crops ready for harvest. Speaking of harvest time, a friend of mine from Menomonie, who is a farmer, and 

I had a really interesting conversation last week. His name is Larry. I had heard that he had an accident on the farm 

a few weeks ago and so I gave him a call. He sure did have an accident, one that almost cost him his life.  

 

Apparently he walked into a grain bin on his farm that had a lot of corn grains in it. He noticed that a lot of the corn 

was caked together along the inside wall of the round bin. Then, before he knew what hit him, that corn let loose 

and buried him alive, with both of his feet stuck in the gear box on the floor and his body at a slant completely 

covered with the corn kernels. He kept pushing the grains away from his face so that he could breathe, but he 

never knew if his current breath would be his last. For over an hour he kept pushing the grain away from his face, 

not knowing if he would live or die. He told me that he asked God to forgive all his sins. He knew no one would be 

checking on his for a couple hours yet, and tried mightily to get at his cell phone in his pocket—shirt pocket, I 

think—and was finally able to get the phone in front of his face. It was not easy to dial. He first dialed 9-4-1, had to 

erase it and then managed, while still clearing his breathing area of corn, to dial 9-1-1. He said that when he heard a 

woman’s voice answering “9-1-1, what’s your emergency?” those were the most beautiful words he ever heard in his 

life. Firefighters came, and it still took a long time to free him from the corn, but he made it out. Larry is 79 years old, 

by the way, and will be extra grateful to see 80 later this year, God willing. A person looks at life differently after an 

experience like that. 

 

So, this has been a strange week for me because of the good ol’ colonoscopy I had on Tuesday afternoon. I’m actually 

typing this column on Monday afternoon because I’m not sure I’ll feel much like doing it tomorrow. Right now, I’m 

mainly wishing that I had eaten a bigger breakfast, and that I put away all my rectory food in cupboards rather than 

on tables and countertops where I’ve been constantly grabbing for it before remembering that I can eat none of it. I 

should have gotten good at this from all the Ash Wednesday and Good Friday fasts over the years, but I guess in 

those cases I tend to take full advantage of the “eat as necessary to maintain strength” clause in the rules. 

 

Pope Francis spoke to pilgrims last week in St. Peter’s Square about the protests throughout the world. 

Predictably, he said that these protests must be nonviolent, but he also said that it is the duty of those who 

govern to listen to the substance of the protestors’ message. We have our own protests going on in our country, 

hopefully helping move along the cause of racial justice, and I know from my friend Sze in Hong Kong that things 

are really dire there as the protestors calling for basic freedoms are being squelched by Chinese military. He is very 

worried. Lebanon and Belarus are also experiencing much protest of what so many believe to be oppressive 

governments. There is so much to pray for! 

 

While praying for and working for social justice that will hopefully one day take away the reasons for protests, it’s 

so important to pray for our peacekeepers, many of whom are police. We have a good many of retired and current 

officers here at St. James and I know that they feel the stress of these times. I also met an active officer from Illinois a 

couple weeks ago after Sunday mass. He and his wife had been on vacation on a Minnesota lake and were on their 

way back home but were able to stop and pray with us. It was right after the Kenosha violence and he heard me tell 

the story about my friend Fr. Bob wanting to throw away his Brian Urlacher jersey. The officer expressed 

appreciation for the homily and the whole experience of praying with our parish. When I asked him how he was 

experiencing these days as an active police officer, he started to speak and then had to stop because of his tears and 

emotion. I don’t remember exactly what he eventually said, but it was something like “We are bending over 

backwards to try to accommodate everyone. It’s just so hard because we’re caught in the middle of all these forces.” 

His name is Anthony, so pray for him and all who are trying to be good Christians in the middle of so much 

difficulty. There’s no reason we cannot support both peaceful protestors and police at the same time.  

 

And, as much as we are able, let’s add some loving action into the mix of things this week to help balance out the un

-loving junk out there. Peace.  
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Forgiveness is a tricky subject. We all know we should be a forgiving people. But it’s hard to forgive people who hurt us, 

especially those who do it again and again. I always think it’s important to remember that forgiving someone doesn’t 

mean that what he or she did is ok—just that it’s not going to get in the way of wishing them well, healing even, and that 

you’re not going to hold on to it so that it eats your up. Lily Tomlin said that withholding forgiveness is like eating rat poi-

son hoping the rat will die. I don’t know what granting forgiveness is like in this analogy. Maybe keeping your home safe 

from the rat but being content to let the rat be, in the hopes of it becoming a better rat. 

 

The different between Peter and Jesus seems to be that Peter sees forgiving his brother a real chore, a burden. How 

many times do I HAVE TO forgive? For Jesus, forgiving is a way of life. Their conversation reminds me of a story from 

the desert fathers tradition where a monk goes to his abbot and says “Holy Father, as I am able I keep my little rule, and my little 

fast, my prayer, meditation and contemplative silence; and, according as I am able, I strive to cleanse my heart of thoughts: now what more 

should I do? The elder rose up in reply and stretched out his hands to heaven, and his fingers became like ten lamps of fire. He said, Why not be-

come fire?” I hear that as saying, Why not become so excited about loving like God loves that we stop being calculat-

ing and simply love as God loves. 

 

The parable Jesus tells about the forgiven but then unforgiving man suggests to strategies to learn in order to love more 

like God loves. 1. Take to heart God’s mercy for you, God’s blessing and unconditional love. You might just pass it on. I 

grew up with this song in church: “It only takes a spark to get a fire glowing. And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing. That’s 

how it is with God’s love, once you experience it. You’ll spread his love, to everyone. You’ll want to pass it on!”  

 

Except, that’s not the way it worked for this fellow in the story. He was unmoved apparently for the mercy shown to 

him; nothing sparked in his soul. It can be like that with us, too. It is so easy to get self-absorbed so that we have neither 

awareness of God’s love for us nor compassion for others. Compassion and mercy for others is the second ingredient in 

being more able to love as God loves.  

 

I was biking up the hill on the downtown side of the river up to the high bridge. Almost to the bridge, I was straining at 

the pedals when a car pulled up toward the road from a parking lot on my left, wanting to turn left in front of me. He eye-

balled me and indeed turned right in front of me. He didn’t brush me or anything, but I think 99 out of 100 drivers would 

have waited for me to mass. Then, just at the bridge, I heard someone lay on the horn where that car would have been. 

Apparently he had made another inconsiderate move. So, of course my first reaction was to judge him as a jerk, and usual-

ly I stop there. But I had the grace that day to recall that I am often totally self-absorbed on the road, perhaps in a hurry, or 

perhaps in a bad mood or whatever. What I realized was that he could have been me; I’ve been like that. I could see myself 

in the jerk, and I stopped judging and sought mercy for both of us. 

 

The unforgiving servant could not see himself in the servant below him that owed him money, even though he used 

the very same words in begging for mercy that had worked for him earlier with the king.  

 

So, those are two dangers to avoid, the patterns of behavior to be vigilant about falling into: being insensitive to the love 

and mercy of God all around you and being unable to see yourself in your brother. Knowing the mercy of God and seeing 

ourselves in our brother, however, will make us burn like fire. 

 

P.S. Our need to forgive others is so often tied together in the Scriptures with God forgiving us. It was in the first reading 

today that “If you forgive your brother his sins, then God will forgive you yours.” In Matthew’s Gospel account, after the 

Lord’s Prayer, which includes “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,” the next line is “If 

you forgive your brother then your heavenly Father will forgive you, but if you don’t forgive your brother, neither 

will your heavenly Father forgive you.” Yikes! That’s doesn’t sound like the unconditional love I’ve come to understand 

and lean on daily! What’s going on? I make sense of this by thinking that while God is always loving us and extend-

ing mercy, if we do not extend it to others, then this divine power within us dries us. So “Pass it on!” --it’s good for 

those you love and also for you. 
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School Year Scrip Sale Hours  

The Regis Catholic Schools Central Office is now open 

for Scrip sales during the following hours. 

Tuesday | 8 AM to 4 PM 

Wednesday | 8 AM to 4 PM 

Thursday | 8 AM to 4 PM 

Friday | 8 AM to 12 PM 

St. Mary's Catholic Church Fall Festivities  

Mark your calendars! 

Join St. Mary's Catholic Church in Altoona for a 6 week 

community event! Events begin on Sunday, Sept. 27 and 

runs through Sunday, Nov. 1. More information here: 

http://www.stmarys-altoona.com/fall-festivities/ 

The annual raffle drawing features a top prize of $1,500! 

Sermon on the Amount September 6, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (131) $10,492.50 

 2019 same week (180) $14,372.50 

Students $49.00 

Plate $41.54 

Total  $10,583.04 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Aug. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Aug. 31) $90,666.50 

 Budgeted (July 1-Aug. 31) $107,6210.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Sept. 6 was 

$685.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $20,193.84. 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9 AM: NOTE: WEEKEND MASS TIMES MAY 

BE CHANGING SOON—PLEASE WATCH THE BULLETIN ETC.  

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Sept. 19 Tom Bye 

Sun.  Sept. 20 Bud & Lolly Gilboy 

Tue. Sept. 22 George Hanson 

Wed. Sept. 23 William, Balbina and Willy Kuster  

Thu:  Sept. 24 Donald Gutsch 

Fri. Sept. 25 Deb Halaychik 

Sat. Sept. 26 4:30 Rick Weiszenegger 

  6:00 People of St. James 

Sun.  Sept. 27 Adam & Loraine Stuckert  

Notre Dame Pick-It-Up-Picnic 

Sept. 27 – 11 AM-2 PM 

It is called the “Pick It Up Picnic” – a drive-through boxed 

lunch loaded with goodness. The menu: hand cut, brined, 

herb-roasted ¼ chicken, baked potato, and a great 

seasonal vegetable with a whole wheat bun and a fabulous 

dessert. Order ahead by Sept. 21 or order at the drive thru. 

$15 includes meal and raffle drawing. For questions or to 

place your order, call Edie at (715) 379-3456. 

Come one, come all to the Holy Ghost Parish Taste 

of Oktoberfest! If you're bummed that the Chippewa 

Falls Oktoberfest has been cancelled, or if you just want 

to support the parish, please come to the Taste of 

Oktoberfest, where we will be serving our famous 

Cuckoo's Nests ($6.00) and Oktoberfest Brats ($4.00) on 

Friday, Sept. 18 and Saturday, Sept. 19 from 5 to 7 PM. 

This is a drive up only event. Come and enjoy a little bit 

of Oktoberfest with us! 

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE GUIDELINES FOR REPORTING INSTANCES OF CHILD ABUSE The Diocese of La Crosse, 

through its policies and procedures, seeks to provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to reporters of 

sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (bishop, priest, deacon, employee, religious, vendor or volunteer). Anyone 

wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse should send that report to Mrs. Karen Becker, Complaint Intake 

Agent, at the Diocese of La Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. Alternatively, you can contact Mrs. Becker 

at 608.791.0179 or intakeagent@diolc.org. The reporting form is available through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of Safe 

Environment or on the diocesan website at: diolc.org/safeenvironment/reporting. Individuals are also encouraged to take 

their reports directly to civil authorities. Copies of the diocesan policy are available through your local parish and on the 

diocesan website. If you have any questions about the Diocese of La Crosse and the implementation of the Charter for the 

Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at 608.791.2679; or 

tbrown@diolc.org. 
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Sites 

around 

St. 

James  

Mass and Prayer: 

Things are in a bit of  flux at the moment— 

We may be changing weekend mass times; nothing is 

decided as of the printing of this bulletin. 

In order to add more masses, we 

would need more people to be 

Ushers.  

Please consider serving in this  

critical role, and contact Christine 

if you are interested.  

 

Private Prayer:  

The church will still be open for pri-

vate prayer 9-5  

Monday-Thursday, but for security 

the Gathering Space and church 

doors will remain locked.  

Please enter through the parish 

office (door #8 near the  

Last Supper statue).  

Spouse Loss Support Group 

Since the onset of the pandemic with its restrictions on 

gatherings, those who have experienced the loss of a 

loved partner or spouse have not been able to deal with 

grief in traditional ways. For years, The Healing Place 

was able to offer support for the past twenty years. Un-

fortunately, that resource is now closed. 

We at St. James, using the model of The Healing Place, 

would like to reach out to those in the community who 

are seeking a safe place to process their grief. Beginning 

Friday, Oct. 9, we will gather- using approved social dis-

tancing practices and masks- and journey through the 

grieving process over a period of six weeks 

The Spouse Loss Support group will be facilitated by 

Moira Kneer, retired hospital Chaplain, and Pat Hanson, 

parish member. Materials will be provided. 

For more information please call the parish office. Moira 

or Pat will contact you with time and place. 

And we ask all parish members to remember in prayer 

those who are grieving. 

Spouse Loss Support Group Team 

Calling with Care 

The PCCW organization has always been very active and 

visible with in the parish, so in these uncertain times, 

they will be using that energy to touch base with some of 

the parishioners through a new avenue. They will start 

out with sending cards to some people and then follow 

up with a telephone call. The purpose of this is to check 

and see how people are doing and let them know that we 

are thinking of them.  

Book Group! 

Led by Christine, our 

first meeting will be 

Sept. 22 at 6:30 PM.  

We’ll discuss the first 

two chapters then.  

If you want to join us but 

that isn’t enough time to get 

much less read the book, no 

worries, come anyway!!  

Just let Christine know you 

want to attend.  

 

This is a wonderful 

summation of Catholic 

Social Teaching, written by 

one of the countries leading 

experts.  

 

From the intro:  

Lazarus at the Tale is the fruit of more than two decades of 

instructing students in the social teachings of the 

Catholic Church. For most of these years Bernard Evans 

has taught graduate students. Lately he also teaches lay 

Catholics engaged in parish ministry and enrolled in 

diocesan ministry formation programs. This book is 

written specifically for the latter group. 

Evans agrees with the bishops of the United States who 

insist that any Catholic education that does not include 

Catholic social teaching is not fully Catholic. And so he 

writes clearly, concisely, and convincingly about how 

Catholic social teaching addresses such contemporary 

issues as human dignity, abortion, assisted suicide and 

euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research, the death 

penalty, war, family, marriage, poverty, superfluous 

income, just wages, unions, peace, solidarity, and many 

more. Excerpts from the church's official teachings in 

papal documents abound throughout the book. 
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


