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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

 

Wow, I’ve had some beautiful bicycle rides in the past week. There is a line of maple trees north of Mondovi that 

turned brilliant red over two weeks ago already. This week the orange of the sumac was eye-popping, and more is 

sure to come. Honestly, I sometimes hear of people traveling somewhere to see the Fall colors and I just don’t 

understand why anyone would need to leave Eau Claire county for that. Is it true, as I’ve heard, that the leaves on 

these trees are always red or orange or yellow but that during the summer the deep green chlorophyll 

overpowers and masks the leaves’ true colors? If so, that’s a bit like how people look more or less the same when 

you don’t know them, but after you know them you see their greater beauty or their “true colors.” St. Augustine gets 

credited with the idea that if you truly knew someone you would love them. I like that a lot.  

 

We had two funerals this past week, on Tuesday for Tom BaDour and on Friday for Margaret Johnson, who was 

formerly Margaret Haller. I’m glad to have Jim Bauer helping out again with these liturgies. He is really good 

company, and also is gracious enough to switch his Chicago Cubs face mask for a solid color one before mass begins. 

As I type, Margaret’s funeral is still ahead, but I can say that it was lovely to celebrate Tom’s funeral because he was 

so connected to St. James and because he did all the planning himself! He chose the music, including a Christian 

cowboy song that Mike Kolstad was good enough to learn and play, and he chose the readings as well—and did a 

very fine job. I encourage everyone to do the same, and I have a guide available upon request that has summaries 

of the funeral readings as well as other tips for planning your own funeral. Tom actually went “outside the box,” 

choosing a first reading that the church does not offer as an option. He chose the one from Sirach 26 about how 

blessed is the man who has a good wife…a smile is ever on his face. His last tribute to Doreen.  

 

I am supposed to be part of our “Parish Corporation’s Annual Board Meeting” this week. If you didn’t know, some 

years ago when Jerome Listecki was our bishop, all the parishes in our diocese incorporated. The idea was that if we 

did that, then if the diocese ever was sued parish funds would be protected. So, once a year we have a teleconference 

with the bishop, the chancellor, myself and our two parish trustees. Who are our two parish trustees? Kelly Simon 

and Dave Adler! How long do these meetings take, you might wonder? Average time: five minutes…but we do cover 

all the substantial financial matters at hand—basically how much money we have and in which accounts, any debt, 

any alienation or acquisition of property. Anyway, I think Dave and Kelley for their service to us as our trustees.  

 

We have another wedding of sorts this weekend, Blake Bauer and Julie Bauer. They have the same name because 

they were married at St. James back in April! No, they’re not getting remarried but having another prayer service 

with more people allowed to come than back in April. Because COVID-19 is still very much with us, attendance is 

still limited and masks and distancing are required. They, like a lot of people, thought we’d be out of the woods 

with this virus by now. John and Mary Snyder’s daughter Sarah and her husband Peter did the same thing, 

marrying in June and having a mass of thanksgiving a couple weeks ago. I have to say, liturgically, the hardest part 

of these virus times have been weddings and funerals because we don’t have the volunteer support to make things 

like communion go smoothly and safely. At funerals, when we offer communion, many people who come are older 

and seemingly do not hear the directions about spacing, sanitizing and receiving Jesus in the hand, and so things can 

get awkward fast.  

 

These precautions are important. Here’s a true story from my mom’s life. She frustrated me by choosing to go to a 

different parish than her own parish in Wausau because this other parish did not require reservations, just letting 

people walk in and sit wherever. A friend of hers from her same residence goes there every week and has been taking 

Mom. Fortunately, mom did not go with her these past two weekends because now this woman either has COVID 

or is in lockdown for some other reason. There’s no telling how or when her friend came into risk, but it puts my 

mind at ease to know Mom didn’t go with her to the unregulated mass for at least three weeks. Oh, and if you didn’t 

hear, Bishop Callahan decided to NOT reinstate the Sunday obligation on October 4, so the dispensation continues 

indefinitely. I love that he has our safety in his heart and mind. 

 

I hope you are well and able to enjoy the great beauty of our city and county is the days and weeks ahead. Peace. 

Outdoor Mass this and every Sunday until it gets cold—11:00 Sundays!! 

St. James the Greater 2 2502 11

th

 Street, Eau Claire, WI 54703 



3 Twenty-Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time � September 27, 2020 

Fr. Tom’s Homily 

20 September 2020 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20-24; Matthew 20:1-16 

 

I prayed this Gospel parable with our Pastoral Council, our Finance Council and our Pastoral Staff in the past days.  It 

aggravated nearly all of them who identify with the workers who were at it all day and got the same wage as the 

ones who worked on hour.  One woman said that it reminded her of “Tomato canning day” at her mom and dad’s place 

when all her sisters and she go to help her mom can pounds and pounds of tomatoes.  Typically, she said, she is the only 

one who works all of Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the other siblings showing up, some on Saturday, and some just 

Sunday afternoon, and darn it all but upon leaving everyone gets the same number of tomato jars!!  Clearly, she deserved 

more—or at least the others deserved less!    

 

The tomato woman got over her resentment a while back, when the thought came to her, “Hey, maybe I work more 

than my siblings who get the same number of tomato jars as I do, but they miss out all the beautiful time that I get to 

spend with my mom, working side by side.”  It made me wonder if we could always see the hard work we do as part 

of God’s will, and spending more time with Christ, “working side by side.”  That would ease the burden of resentment, 

for sure. 

 

It also made me think of a conversation or two that I’ve had over the years with people who are generous financial giv-

ers to their parish.  Sometimes they’ll say something like, “If everybody just gave a hundred bucks a year to the parish, 

we would have no financial worries, but they don’t so that’s why I give way over a thousand.”  And I wonder and some-

times say, “Well, who would you rather be, someone unaware of this responsibility, someone aware but unwilling, 

someone aware and willing but unable, or someone like you, aware, willing and able?”  It’s not a curse to bear the bur-

den of sacrificial life; with the eyes of faith, it is a blessing. 

 

So, that’s one way of scratching at this story to make peace with it—to try and see the benefits, the silver lining of 

working all day without getting more pay than others.  Maybe the best strategy, though, is to try and empathize not 

with the ones who worked all day but with a “communion mentality” to empathize with the ones who worked 

just an hour.  What a blessing for them to be able to bring home a day’s pay.   

 

When I was in fourth or fifth grade, I was in scouts, and we had this city-wide track meet that my pack and many 

others participated in. Johnny Neppl and I were in the same pack and we lived two house down from each other.  John-

ny was wiry, strong and thin, and most of all her was fast.  I was not that way.  I was a little, let’s say, chunky.  Not over-

ly so, but enough to slow me down, so to speak.  So, the races began and I didn’t do so well.  Johnny, out of the hundred 

or so competitors, won two bronze medals-really quite an accomplishment.  So, I thought our walk home would involve 

me admiring his medals.   

 

Then they announced that everyone who hadn’t won any medals should go to the start line, and so there was a big 

group of us whom they split into groups of three to run a race.  I ran against two other losers…and won!  They put a 

gold medal around my neck.   

 

So, on the walk home with Johnny, it was my old medal I was admiring.  Johnny was, and continues to be, a big hearted 

and kind person, but that day I guess he just couldn’t help himself.   As his two bronze medals clinked against each oth-

er, he saw me admiring mine, and said, “You know your medal doesn’t really count.”   

 

But I was too happy to be bothered by that little dig.  I was happy to be part of a universe where mercy is shown to 

the slow, and while most often it is the swift who win the race, occasionally the heavens open and the last end up 

the first.   
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School Year Scrip Sale Hours  

The Regis Catholic Schools Central Office is now open for 

Scrip sales during the following hours. 

Monday | 8 AM to 4 PM 

Tuesday | 8 AM to 4 PM 

Wednesday | 8 AM to 4 PM 

Thursday | 8 AM to 4 PM 

Friday | 8 AM to 12 PM 

St. Mary's Catholic Church Fall Festivities  

Mark your calendars! 

Join St. Mary's Catholic Church in Altoona for a 6 week 

community event! Events begin on Sunday, Sept. 27 and 

runs through Sunday, Nov. 1. More information here: 

http://www.stmarys-altoona.com/fall-festivities/ 

The annual raffle drawing features a top prize of $1,500! 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9 AM: .  

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Sept. 26 4:30-Rick Weiszenegger 

Sun.  Sept. 27 9:00 Adam & Loraine Stucker 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Tue. Sept. 29 Carol Porn 

Wed. Sept. 30 Dorothy Rader  

Thu:  Oct. 01 Steve Alf 

Fri. Oct. 02 Erwin Zurbuchen 

Sat. Oct. 03 4:30 Francis Koller 

Sun.  Oct. 04 9:00 Robert Sires 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Mass and Prayer: 

For October we are adding one more mass per weekend, 

Sundays at 11 AM, outdoors (weather permitting) 

In order to add more masses, we would need more peo-

ple to be Ushers. Please consider serving in this critical 

role, and contact Christine if you are interested.  

 

Private Prayer:  

The church is still open for private prayer 9-5 Monday-

Thursday, but for security the Gathering Space and 

church doors will remain locked. Please enter through the 

parish office (#8 near the statue).  

Spouse Loss Support Group 

Since the onset of the pandemic with its restrictions on 

gatherings, those who have experienced the loss of a loved 

partner or spouse have not been able to deal with grief in 

traditional ways. For years, The Healing Place was able to 

offer support for the past twenty years. Unfortunately, 

that resource is now closed. We at St. James, using the 

model of The Healing Place, would like to reach out to 

those in the community who are seeking a safe place to 

process their grief. Beginning Friday, Oct. 9, we will 

gather- using approved social distancing practices and 

masks- and journey through the grieving process over a 

period of six weeks. The Spouse Loss Support group will 

be facilitated by Moira Kneer, retired hospital Chaplain, 

and Pat Hanson, parish member. Materials will be 

provided. 

For more information please call the parish office. Moira 

or Pat will contact you with time and place. And we ask 

all parish members to remember in prayer those who are 

grieving. 

Spouse Loss Support Group Team 

The Eau Claire County Chapter of Wisconsin 

Right to Life is sponsoring the annual Life Chain on 

Sunday, Oct. 4, from 2:30-4:00 PM. Life Chain is a 

peaceful witness and prayer vigil on behalf of unborn 

children whose lives are threatened by abortion. Get your 

pro-life sign at the Regis High School parking lot, and 

then stand with us along South Hastings Way as we pray 

for an end to abortion. All participants should wear a 

mask and practice social distancing.  

Calling with Care 

The PCCW organization has always been very active and 

visible with in the parish, so in these uncertain times, they 

will be using that energy to touch base with some of the 

parishioners through a new avenue. They will start out 

with sending cards to some people and then follow up 

with a telephone call. The purpose of this is to check and 

see how people are doing and let them know that we are 

thinking of them.  

Sermon on the Amount September 13, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (135) $11,882.00 

 2019 same week (200) $12,881.50 

Students $2.00 

Plate $103.20 

Total  $11,987.20 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Aug. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Aug. 31) $90,666.50 

 Budgeted (July 1-Aug. 31) $107,6210.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Sept. 13 was 

$158.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $20,351.84. 

The US Bishops have released Faithful Citizenship 

again, which “represents our guidance for Catholics in the 

exercise of their rights and duties as participants in our 

democracy.” https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-

development/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship 

They have also “launched a campaign inviting Catholics to 

model civility and love for neighbor throughout the 

year. Civilize It: Dignity Beyond the Debate will ask Catholics to 

pledge civility, clarity, and compassion in their families, 

communities, and parishes, and call on others to do so as 

well.” https://www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it 
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Sites around St. James  

Book Group! Lazarus at the Table by Bernard Evans 

Led by Christine, our first meeting was Sept. 22 at 6:30 PM. We discussed the first two 

chapters then. It’s not too late to join us!! The book is short, so it will be easy to catch up. 

Contact Christine or watch Facebook for the next time.  

 

This book is a wonderful summation of Catholic Social Teaching, written by one of the 

countries leading experts.  

 

From the intro:  

Lazarus at the Tale is the fruit of more than two decades of instructing students in the 

social teachings of the Catholic Church. For most of these years Bernard Evans has 

taught graduate students. Lately he also teaches lay Catholics engaged in parish ministry 

and enrolled in diocesan ministry formation programs. This book is written specifically 

for the latter group. 

Evans agrees with the bishops of the United States who insist that any Catholic 

education that does not include Catholic social teaching is not fully Catholic. And so he 

writes clearly, concisely, and convincingly about how Catholic social teaching addresses 

such contemporary issues as human dignity, abortion, assisted suicide and euthanasia, 

embryonic stem cell research, the death penalty, war, family, marriage, poverty, 

superfluous income, just wages, unions, peace, solidarity, and many more. Excerpts from the church's official teachings in 

papal documents abound throughout the book. 

Love On St. James Teachers 

This is a difficult year for teachers, as they have to 

adapt to an entirely new way of doing things. 

Let’s love them on! Show them they are not alone, 

and they are so appreciated!  

Let’s support them with prayer, supportive notes, 

chocolate, flowers, etc.  

We hope that parishioners will want to “adopt” a 

teacher, and support him/her throughout this 

difficult year with kind words and prayers, maybe 

chocolate, maybe flowers, whatever you want to do. 

The goal is that each teacher regularly gets a little 

pick me up.  

Are you interested? Willing?  

Let Christine know. christine@stjameseauclaire.org. 
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


