
St. James the Greater 

Where All are Welcome 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time � October 4, 2020 

Catechetical Sunday! Blessings on our catechists and students who just got new bibles!  



    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Hello! The word of the week is “Peak.” I’m hearing that word a lot as it refers to Fall colors. Are we at peak 

now? Past peak? Nearing the peak? I bet by the weekend we’ll be at peak. My favorite Fall color this year is definitely 

orange. Maybe for our outdoor mass (Sunday 11AM) we can be facing north or west so we can see some of the best trees 

in the neighborhood. I have so many happy memories of Fall, chief among them driving on Saturday afternoons with my 

dad to any old woods with a Badger Football game on the car radio, and spending a good deal of time just walking 

among the falling leaves. I wonder if he ever knew how much I enjoyed that. He does now (from heaven)! 

 

It’s a happy coincidence that the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi falls during these days of natural beauty. He is the patron 

saint of ecology and famously wrote the poem, “Canticle of the Sun,” upon which the famous church song is based (“The 

heavens are telling the Glory of God…”). St. Francis died on October 4, 1226, and so that’s when his feast day falls. 

Franciscan priests, brothers, sisters, and Third Order members often celebrate a beautiful ceremony called the 

“Transitus,” a Latin phrase meaning the passage from death to life, on the night of October 3. I tried celebrating this 

ritual with students and UW—Stout once and honestly it fell flat. Maybe one of these years we can try to pull it off here 

at St. James.   

 

You might recall that Fr. Klimek always had Blessing of Pets at Sacred Heart Hospital, which is a Franciscan institution. 

Perhaps Fr. Schultz is offering it there still. At St. James I will be offering a Pet Blessing on Tuesday, October 6 in 

two phases. From 3:15-:3:30 with our school families at the end of the school day on the lawn just north of the 11

th

 St. 

parking lot, and then again for everyone else from 3:45-4:00 on the lawn next to our Last Supper sculpture on the 

corner of 11

th

 St. and Marshall. Bring your dogs and parakeets—no cats please—just kidding, you can bring cats, too! 

 

As the spread of the coronavirus continues at a high rate in Wisconsin—among the highest in the nation—I am again 

grateful that Bishop Callahan bucked the trend of the other four Wisconsin bishops who reinstated the rule of Sunday 

obligation. Here that rule will continue to be relaxed, though of course we still need to find a way to keep that day holy, 

primarily by video masses (check out our YouTube Channel—St. James Parish Eau Claire—or by reading the 

scriptures of the day or some creative way that connects you to the saving power of God and communion with God’s 

People.   

 

One issue on which the Wisconsin bishops agree unanimously regards their opposition to the President’s 

administration’s recent efforts to deport to Laos Hmong people who have committed crimes. I thought their letter to the 

President, dated September 18 was well written. After affirming the Hmong support for American forces in the Vietnam 

War, the bishops continue: We greatly admire how the Hmong have made Wisconsin their home—a home so very different from the one 

they were forced to flee. They have shown astonishing resiliency, vibrancy, and family cohesion all across our state, after having suffered 

unspeakable brutality and trauma. They are leaders, teachers, business owners, farmers, friends, and neighbors. We stand with the Hmong 

community that despairs once again of being separated from family members. The vast majority of those facing deportation have 

paid their debt to society. Some are parents with children. We must do everything in our power to avoid 

traumatizing yet another generation. While it is true that individuals bear responsibility for their actions, governments do as well. 

Our nation has a responsibility to make certain that our allies and their families are protected and not abandoned. We therefore urge you to 

rescind current efforts to deport Hmong and other Lao. While we are concerned about all those who flee persecution and violence, those from 

Laos deserve special recognition for their service, sacrifices, and many contributions to our nation. 

 

And please remember to treat yourself to our Italian Dinner Take-Out Dinner on Sunday, October 25. It’s all 

homemade by someone who knows what she’s doing!! Beth Cerny will be serving up Lasagna, Ravioli, some thin pasta 

called Cevelle or something close to that, as well as homemade sausage and her inimitable dessert, TIRAMISU! It will be 

available for pickup MIDDAY, not evening, and each dinner is a bargain $15 each. You can call in your order, and maybe 

through our website as well. I ordered four so the feast can last a few days, or hours as the case may be.  

 

Arrivederci, and pace/peace.  
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Fr. Tom’s Homily 

27 September 2020 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Philippians 2:1-11 

 

[Pouring water from a pitcher into a bucket, then saying] “though in the form of God, he did not deem equality with 

God something to be grasped, but instead chose to empty himself, taking the form of a slave.” St. Paul beautifully de-

scribes Jesus’ total gift of self, most fully seen to us on the cross. Nothing held back and nothing wasted.  

 

We’re his followers. We are Christians. And while clearly Paul tells us to bend a knee at the name of Jesus for his life 

poured out for us, we are also to imitate him. “Have in you,” Paul says, “the same attitude that is also in Christ Je-

sus….” So, how does it feel to imagine now that the water in the pitcher is YOU being poured out [empty another pitcher 

into the bucket]?  

 

Just speaking for myself, I feel pretty excited about it. I like to think of myself as someone who would pour out his life 

for others. However, that doesn’t mean I do it consistently. Pouring out yourself for others is one of those things that 

sounds good, but more rare to see in action. We can be like the son in the Gospel account who says, “Yes, sir, I will 

pour myself out for others,” but then not do it.  

  

When is the last time you gave yourself away? Maybe you do it often—parents do it all the time—but maybe you’ll 

locked in a self-centered way of life just seeking your own pleasure and security. If so, St. Paul gives us a strategy to help 

us break loose: “Consider others as more important that yourself.” 

 

OK, so first, this is a strategy, not a statement that others ARE more important than yourself. We indeed are equally 

loved by God and equally as important as each other. However, it can work as a strategy. I was pondering this scripture 

verse some years ago when I was supposed to go to a family’s house for dinner. As I was driving over I was listening to 

the Garrison Keillor radio show, which I really liked, especially when he told storied from the fictional town of Lake 

Wobegon. I hadn’t heard it in a while and he started the “news from Lake Wobegon” when I was just a few minutes 

from the family’s home, and it was really interesting! He was talking about religion! I could get a homily story out of this 

maybe! As I parked my car, I absolutely did not want to turn off the radio and get out. Then I thought, “Consider others 

as more important than yourself.” I felt the short-term pain of self-sacrifice when I chose to get out of the car. But 

honestly, I felt lifted, joyful even, when I entered that house, knowing I had loved them well and did what God 

would have me do. 

 

Sometimes it does feel real good to love well and do God’s will. Other times, not so much. I prayed this text with a group 

that included our elementary school principal. We each chose a word or phrase to chew on and she picked “emptied 

himself,” and she said how at the end of the school day during this taxing COVID times, she sees how depleted, how 

empty, how used up, our teachers are. When pouring yourself out doesn’t make you feel good but just makes you 

tired, then what? 

 

Then we pray. This is the kind of prayer that helps me. I remember that every day is a gift and that I’m supposed to use 

every day to serve and glorify God with Christ at my side. Then I recollect my day and the things that made my tired, and 

if I can see them as pouring myself out in service to others and Jesus poured himself out in service to us, then I 

take strength in our communion. Maybe you’ve heard these words before. It’s Jesus offer at Mass, and whenever we 

call upon him in prayer. These words: “Take this all of you and drink from it, for this is the chalice of my blood, the blood 

of the new and eternal covenant that would be poured out for you…. [pour water from a chalice into our pitcher]. Doing 

“This” in memory of him is not only celebrated mass together; it is also pour out our own lives for others--

through, with and in him.  

 

We can, after all, only empty ourselves after he fills us.  
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Spouse Loss Support Group 

Since the onset of the pandemic with its restrictions on 

gatherings, those who have experienced the loss of a loved 

partner or spouse have not been able to deal with grief in 

traditional ways. The Healing Place was able to offer sup-

port for the past twenty years. Unfortunately, that re-

source is now closed. 

We at St. James, using the model of The Healing Place, 

would like to reach out to those in the community who 

are seeking a safe place to process their grief. Beginning 

Friday, Oct. 9, we will gather- using approved social dis-

tancing practices and masks- and journey through the 

grieving process over a period of six weeks 

The Spouse Loss Support group will be facilitated by 

Moira Kneer, retired hospital Chaplain, and Pat Hanson, 

parish member. Materials will be provided. 

For more information please call the parish office. Moira 

or Pat will contact you with time and place. 

And we ask all parish members to remember in prayer 

those who are grieving. 

Spouse Loss Support Group Team 

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

For Sale: 

45”x20” window with frame 

1x4’s and 2x4’s 

3/8” plywood various sizes 

Call Lou Hein 715-514-1148 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9 AM and 11 AM (outdoors while we can).  

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Oct. 03 4:30 Francis Koller 

Sun.  Oct. 04 9:00 Robert Sires 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Tue. Oct. 06 Barbara Burr 

Wed. Oct. 07 George Hanson  

Thu:  Oct. 08 Bob Krumenauer 

Fri. Oct. 09 Larry Hagens (no school) 

Sat. Oct. 10 4:30 Ed & Gert Menard 

Sun.  Oct. 11 9:00 Tom Bye 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Mass Help Needed: 

In order to add more masses, we need more people to be 

Ushers. We also need people to be Joyful Greeters at the 

indoor masses. Please consider serving in this critical 

role, and contact Christine if you are interested.  

Sermon on the Amount September 20, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (157) $14,415.50 

 2019 same week (146) $7,263.57 

Students $2.00 

Plate $78.00 

Total  $14,495.50 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Aug. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Aug. 31) $90,666.50 

 Budgeted (July 1-Aug. 31) $107,210.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Sept. 20 was 

$295.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $20,646.84. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Tilden is hosting a 

Pork Steak, Sauerkraut and Dumpling Dinner on 

Wednesday, Oct. 14, from 4-7 or until gone. The cost is 

$10. This event is DRIVE-THRU only. The event is spon-

sored by the Catholic Order of Foresters/court 2034. 

THIS WEEKEND!! Holy Ghost Parish is hosting their 

Fabulous Grilled Chicken Meal on Sunday, Oct. 4 from 11 

AM until 1:30 PM. This meal will be a drive-up, carry out 

only event. The menu includes grilled chicken, dressing, 

mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, dinner roll and dessert. The 

cost is $10.00 for Adults and $7.00 for children aged 10 and 

younger. We hope to see you there! 

Eau Claire Catholic Women’s Club 

AUTUMN SPIRITUAL EVENING 

On Monday, Oct. 19, the Eau Claire Catholic Women's 

Club will host a Spiritual Evening at the Eagles Club. 

Social starts at 5:00 PM, dinner at 5:30. Our featured 

speaker will be Tina Morning presenting 'Why Female 

Friendships Are Important'. Cost for the evening is $18 

which includes baked chicken, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, rolls, beverage and dessert. Please send payment to 

Judy St. Arnault, 3718 Gables Ct, Eau Claire, WI 54701 by 

Monday, Oct. 12. For additional information call Renee 

Liming at (715) 832-4085. 

Book Group:  

Our discussion of Lazarus at the Table, a great introduction to 

Catholic Social Teaching, continues on Wednesday Oct. 7 

at 6:30 PM. Contact Christine if you want to join us! 
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Sites around St. James  

 

Italian TAKE OUT Dinner 

October 25   

Pick up from 12-1:30 

$15 a plate 

Tour of Italy  

each plate includes 

5 blend cheese Ravioli 

Lasagna 

Cavatelli  

Italian Sausage 

Tiramisu  

Love On St. James Teachers 

This is a difficult year for teachers, 

as they have to adapt to an entirely 

new way of doing things. 

Let’s love them on! Show them they 

are not alone, and they are so 

appreciated!  

Let’s support them with prayer, 

supportive notes, chocolate, 

flowers, whatever you want.  

We hope that parishioners will 

want to “adopt” a teacher, and 

support him/her throughout this 

difficult year with kind words and 

prayers, maybe chocolate, maybe 

flowers, whatever you want to do. 

The goal is that each teacher 

regularly gets a little pick me up.  

Are you interested? Willing?  

Let Christine know. 

christine@stjameseauclaire.org. 

St. James the Greater has 

worked hard to keep our  

parishioners safe during this 

COVID time.  

We've had a few questions 

about how Trunk or Treating 

will look, keeping safety in 

mind.  

Here are safety precautions that 

will be followed as the children 

experience the walk thru Trunk 

or Treat:  

• outside environment,  

• sign ups are required on 

website to limit number of 

participants at one time,  

• hand sanitizer and safety 

slips will be given out when 

families arrive,  

• masks are required,  

• trunks will be expertly 

placed throughout our disk 

golf course to allow for safe 

distancing,  

• one family per trunk at a 

time,  

• only pre packaged treats, 

and  

• trunkers will give out candy 

instead of children taking 

treats from the same bowl.  

Hope this answers a few ques-

tions and may everyone stay 

healthy!  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


