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Italian TAKE OUT Dinner 

October 25   

Pick up from 12-1:30 

$15 a plate 

Tour of Italy  

each plate includes 

5 blend cheese Ravioli 

Lasagna 

Cavatelli  

Italian Sausage 

Tiramisu  

Confirmation small group 

meeting! Way to find ways 

to make it work! 



    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

 

Maybe you heard that Deacon Larry Agema died. His funeral was at St. Patrick’s with Bishop Callahan and Fr. Dhein 

scheduled to be the main celebrants. Larry was a police officer in Eau Claire, and responsible for assembling computers 

and installing them in the police vehicles. The first time I met him, he was on the floor installing a hard drive on Fr. 

Szews’ computer at the Newman parish. Friendly and low key, Larry was a good and humble servant of God’s People, all 

his life really, but as a deacon since 1987. He served the Newman Parish initially, and then mostly at Sacred Heart-St. 

Patrick’s, while also being assigned to St. Raymond’s. A good deacon, most often, stands alongside a very good wife, who 

attends classes with him and is supportive through the years. Jude has certainly been that, and so we pray for her and all 

the good women out there who grieve the loss of their good husbands.  

 

Last week’s pet blessing was a happy time last, in the wake of St. Francis Day. One school family brought their 

Maltese/Poodle, “Beeker,” for a blessing, and then at the Last Supper Sculpture a dozen more pets came—all dogs! From 

Messing’s Australian Shepherd to Kegel’s miniature dachshund they came to soak up the goodness of God’s love. I was 

grateful that Carissa Bach was able to keep her big dog close to her, because I got the feeling he didn’t like me much! It 

was a nice way to spend a few minutes on a beautiful Fall day. 

 

Monday is the fifth anniversary of the death of one of my great priest mentors, Fr. Bob Ferrigan. A Chicago priest, Bob 

was on staff at my seminary and we seemed to hit it off right from the start. He was part of my admissions interview, and 

he said he liked the way I talked openly about my family’s experience of grief when my sister died. I always felt 

comfortable talking to him about whatever was going on inside of me. He was a tad eccentric, and comfortable in his 

own skin, which made me feel comfortable just being myself around him without fear of judgment. Maybe we should 

all strive to be that kind of friend to others.  

 

Next weekend will be “Kick-Off Weekend” for our Diocesan Annual Appeal. I’m not sure yet how we will promote 

it. Perhaps I will just give an extended announcement before masses. The promotional video is actually quite good, with 

Bishop Callahan delivering a strong message of hope in the midst of our pandemic. Probably, though, we will just post 

this on our website, weekly emails and our Facebook page. We’ll discuss it at our next staff meeting. Our “target” over 

$96,000 is actually an assessment in that if we fail to raise the targeted amount through donations, we have to write 

a check from our own bank account. Hopefully, people are “feeling the love” of the bishop with his smart and 

courageous stand not to follow the other Wisconsin bishops who have reinstated the Sunday obligation rule. 

Actually, Green Bay’s bishop, just this week, reinstated the dispensation because COVID cases are very high in Green 

Bay. Here, too, things are very serious with infection rates. I found out my sixth grade teacher has been in Sacred Heart 

Hospital for three weeks with COVID, and really needs to go to a specialized lung unit, but she’s not allowed to cross 

the state border into Minnesota and all the beds in Madison are full. So, all she can do is wait and pray things don’t get 

worse.  

 

Regarding the Sunday obligation rule, I notice that it is striking a lot of Catholics as a little insulting to be told when 

they have to start physically going back to church. How many people do you know who go to church because it’s a rule 

that they have to? When I look around at the people coming to our public masses now, I see people who deeply respect 

the institutional Church and its rules, and they are coming even though the rules allow them not to come. I know many 

others who love coming to church in normal times, but simply do not want to put their families at risk of catching the 

virus. If they lived in Milwaukee, they’d be told that this was a serious sin. I think these sort of situations erode the 

authority of the Church in people’s minds, an authority already greatly diminished because of the sexual abuse scandal 

in the Church.  

 

I understand the Church’s propensity to make a law out of things that are good for us, and see the Sunday 

Obligation rule in this light. Is it good for people to take time out of their week and go to mass on Sunday? Of course 

(under normal circumstances), so let’s make it a rule! Is it good for people to come to grips with sin in their life and 

openly confess their sins to a representative of Christ’s mercy and the Church? Of course, so let’s make it a rule you have 

to do that once a year! I would much rather present the case that these practices are good for us, than that we commit 

serious sin if we do not meet the standard. I guess it’s just a different approach. Stay tuned  
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4 October 2020 Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Isaiah 21:33-43 

 

There’s another parable I read once that shines some light on Jesus’s parable that we hear today about the vineyard. 

This other parable is about the Water of Life that wanted to make itself known to the world, and so it bubbled up from 

deep in the earth; it flowed without effort or limit. People who came to drink from it were refreshed and nourished, 

since the water was so clean and invigorating. However, people were not satisfied with this free-flowing paradise. 

They wanted to control it. They put a fence around it, started to charge admission, claimed ownership of the property 

around it, made decisions about who could come in and who couldn’t, and eventually put a lock on its gates. This made 

the water of life angry, and so it stopped flowing within those gates, and so it bubbled up in another place. The people 

in that first place, however, were so engrossed in their power systems and ownership that they did not even notice that 

the water had moved! They continued selling the non-existent water, and few people noticed that the true power was 

gone. Some more sensitive and adventurous souls did notice and ventured out to find the new spring, but it wasn’t long 

before they built a fence, limited who could drink, and so on, and the Water of Life moved on again. And so it has been 

since the beginning of time. 

 

I say that sheds light on the Gospel reading, because in its historical context, Jesus’ parable of the vineyard is about 

the relationship of the Jewish religion to the new Christian Church. There was a lot of hostility, sadly, between the 

early Christians who said Jesus was the promised Messiah of the Jewish people and those Jews who disagreed. So, sto-

ries like today’s Gospel were employed to make the argument that the Water of Life, that once flowed so freely among 

the Jewish people, had dried up because of the closed-mindedness of their leaders—and moved on to be the Water of 

Life for Christians. Gladly, I will say, our Church no longer has this hostility toward Jewish people. Much the op-

posite, we honor them as the first recipients of the covenant, continuing their identity as God’s chosen ones and our 

ancestors in faith.  

 

Here’s another way to look at the parable, the truth of which speaks to all times and seasons: There was a time in my 

life when I felt like the vineyard was taken away from me. I was very fortunate as a young man to have lots of high mo-

ments of feeling very close to God. Learning to pray in different ways, sensing God’s call in my life in small ways that I 

could understand and which directed me to do different things. I really felt that I was following God, and it was excit-

ing. I truly felt that I was, like I believe you are, a Beloved Child of God. 

 

Then, it wasn’t really anything bad that I did but I think I just started getting comfortable with things and stopped 

pushing myself to continue praying in new ways, with intensity, and gradually stopped being on the edge of 

God’s will, asking regularly for him to show me the way. I never would have said this, but it was like I already knew 

the way. I had a great resume of history with God, and so I relied on past experiences to assure myself that I was doing 

really well with God. But I had stopped building. 

 

I became aware of all this one day when I was praying with some intensity and realized I hadn’t felt close to God in 

quite some time. And becoming aware, I felt really sad, and my prayer quickly followed as I spoke to God: “Aren’t I 

your beloved son anymore?” It was a scary thought, and a wake-up call.  

 

I realized that more than anything I wanted to be God’s beloved son again, and I realized that in order to experience 

this I would have to recommit myself to praying and seeking his will every day. I couldn’t just remember the past. 

My renewed action would not cause God to love me again, but it would open my heart to receive the love that is 

always there. 

 

This sort of story is true for us as individuals. I imagine it’s very true for marriages also, and in family life. Not to simp-

ly remember good times past but to actively create more good times by your effort to love one another, to communicate 

that love, and to do things that express that love in action.  

 

Just because we were great vineyard workers once upon a time doesn’t put grapes on the table today.  
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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

For Sale: 

45”x20” window with frame, 1x4’s and 2x4’s 

3/8” plywood various sizes 

Call Lou Hein 715-514-1148 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9 AM and 11 AM (outdoors while we can).  

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Oct. 10 4:30 Ed & Gert Menard 

Sun.  Oct. 11 9:00 Tom Bye 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Tue. Oct. 13 Special Intention 

Wed. Oct. 14 Frank Maenner  

Thu:  Oct. 15 Jack Flynn 

Fri. Oct. 16 Edwin Sweeney Family 

Sat. Oct. 17 4:30 Elliott Campbell 

Sun.  Oct. 18 9:00 Jim & Sally Julson (50

th

 Anniv.) 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Mass Help Needed: 

In order to add more masses, we need more people to be 

Ushers. We also need people to be Joyful Greeters at the 

indoor masses. Please consider serving in this critical role, 

and contact Christine if you are interested.  

Sermon on the Amount September 27, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (96) $6,189.00 

 2019 same week (139) $8,288.50 

Students $0.00 

Plate $50.00 

Total  $6,239.00 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Aug. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Aug. 31) $90,666.50 

 Budgeted (July 1-Aug. 31) $107,210.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Sept. 27 was 

$480.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $21,128.84. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Tilden is hosting a 

Pork Steak, Sauerkraut and Dumpling Dinner on 

Wednesday, Oct. 14, from 4-7 or until gone. The cost is 

$10. This event is DRIVE-THRU only. The event is spon-

sored by the Catholic Order of Foresters/court 2034. 

Eau Claire Catholic Women’s Club 

AUTUMN SPIRITUAL EVENING 

On Monday, Oct. 19, the Eau Claire Catholic Women's 

Club will host a Spiritual Evening at the Eagles Club. 

Social starts at 5:00 PM, dinner at 5:30. Our featured 

speaker will be Tina Morning presenting 'Why Female 

Friendships Are Important'. Cost for the evening is $18 

which includes baked chicken, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, rolls, beverage and dessert. Please send payment to 

Judy St. Arnault, 3718 Gables Ct, Eau Claire, WI 54701 by 

Monday, Oct. 12. For additional information call Renee 

Liming at (715) 832-4085. 

Calling all stay at home parents, grand-

parents, aunts, uncles, neighbors and 

friends! Are you or someone you know 

looking for a flexible job opportunity within our schools? 

Our Regis Catholic Schools Food Service program is look-

ing for kind and dependable people who are willing to fill 

in for our Food Service employees when they need to take 

time off. Like Substitute Teachers, our schools are also in 

need of Substitute Cooks to fill in on an as-needed basis. If 

you, or anyone you know is interested, please contact Te-

resa Culbert, Director of Food Service at (715) 832-4623 or 

at tculbert@RegisCatholicSchools.com.  

St. Olaf Men’s Club Fish Fries: 

The St Olaf Men's Club will be hosting a Drive-up Pick-

up fish fry ( no need to leave your car ) on the following 

dates. Nov. 6, Dec. 4, and Jan. 8, additional dates will be 

announced. We will be serving from 4 to 7 PM. A limited 

menu will be offered, 3 piece beer battered fish, baked po-

tato or french fries, and coleslaw. Condiments will be pro-

vided. Cost is $10.00 per carryout all ages. Please save the 

dates. Updated information will be available on our St 

Olaf Men's Club Facebook site. 

Hunters Stag  

The Chippewa Falls Knights of Columbus Goldsmith 

Council #974 will be holding their annual Knights of Co-

lumbus Hunters Stag Wed. Nov. 4 at the Chippewa Falls 

KC Hall 236 Pumphouse Rd. serving delicious Hunter's 

Stew with Cole slaw, Deacon Dan Ryder’s bread. 5 PM till 

gone. (300 meals) Carryout Only. Tickets are $10.00 at the 

door. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! This is a nonprofit 

community fund raiser. Log into Facebook https://

www.facebook.com/ChippewaKC974/ 

Saint James will be serving at the Beacon House the 

week of Oct. 25 through 31. If anybody would like to 

furnish a meal please contact Jan Legge at jan.l@att.net  
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Sites around St. James  

Love On St. James Teachers 

This is a difficult year for teachers, as they have to 

adapt to an entirely new way of doing things. 

Let’s love them on! Show them they are not alone, 

and they are so appreciated!  

Let’s support them with prayer, supportive notes, 

chocolate, flowers, whatever you want.  

We hope that parishioners will want to “adopt” a 

teacher, and support him/her throughout this 

difficult year with kind words and prayers, maybe 

chocolate, maybe flowers, whatever you want to do.  

The goal is that each teacher regularly gets a little 

pick me up.  

Are you interested? Willing?  

Let Christine know. christine@stjameseauclaire.org. 

 

SUNDAY AT 4 PM – 5:30 PM 

Listen, Learn and Speak: JONAH Public Meeting and 

Fundraiser 

REGISTER HERE! https://secure.everyaction.com/

XbuIULSTh0GPYc45QfczVg2 

Come join a Zoom room full of folks from the Chippewa 

Valley who stand alongside JONAH's values of equity and 

ending oppression for all. 

We will share updates on all of JONAH's current work, 

hear from local speaker and UW faculty member David 

Shih (title: "Asian American Is Not a Culture."), have 

breakout groups to learn more about our various issues, 

and give you the opportunity to speak out as well. 

Here are the breakout groups, everyone will get to attend 

two: 

- An Immigrant's Journey: Connections via Relationship 

- Environmental: Healthy Lawns 

- Environmental: Single-Use Plastics 

- Eviction Reflections: Real or Imagined 

- How Could City Staff Create More Affordable Housing? 

- WI 2020 Alice Report 

- WI K-12 Education Budget 

- Constant Reliable Public Transit 

- Equitable Access to Transit: Para Transit 

- Criminal Justice Reform 

Fundraising will be done throughout to help JONAH get 

through a tough year and ensure we can tackle injustice 

thoroughly in 2021. Fun is planned as well! 

REGISTER HERE https://secure.everyaction.com/

XbuIULSTh0GPYc45QfczVg2 

(register before October 10 - contact us at 715-497-8732 if 

you are registering after that) 

Everyone who registers will be automatically be entered 

for our door prize drawings! These items come from busi-

nesses run by people of color and JONAH merchandise.  

JONAH Forum on Environment Justice 

Tuesday, October 6, 6:30-8:00 PM, via Zoom 

Representatives from the 

JONAH Environmental Task Force 

Eau Claire Sustainability Commission 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby and First Congregational 

UCC’s Creation Justice Taskforce will share information 

about their organizations and the work they are doing to 

address the climate crisis in the Eau Claire area. 

Presented via Zoom, the forum will consist of brief presen-

tations from each organization, followed by breakout ses-

sions for questions and to make plans of action to address 

local environmental concerns and the climate crisis. 

To register for the forum, please go to this link: 

https://forms.gle/iptTSg8srHNUFPZz6 or visit the  

JONAH website at jonahjustice.org. 

Take action with climate leaders in our community! 

Music Ministry 

Because of Covid and taking 

care to wear masks, distance 

each other and follow guide-

lines, we are THANKFUL we 

can at least hum and listen to 

others.  

Let them vibrate in your heart 

to help sustain you as you 

move through the days and weeks ahead. To help with the 

Words, you can download and print from the St. James Web-

site the “Worship Aid” used for the Masses.  

The Prelude song is “Becoming What We Pray” and one of the 

lines that resonate so beautifully is: “When believers truly prac-

tice what we pray then the kingdom of God will be near!”  

ALL of you be blessed and May the JOY of music fill your heart 

and soul to sustain you as we move through this difficult time.   

Submitted by Mary Kolstad  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

Mark P. Seyer
Vice President Commercial Lending 

Parishioner

4251 Southtowne Dr.
(715) 832-8333

www.pbmbank.com

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


