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DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 

2020-2021 PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, together in humility, we thank you for 

the gifts of our time, our talents, and for the treasures 

that you so generously bestow upon one and all. 

We pray Lord for you to strengthen our love of 

neighbor, so we may serve as a contagion of hope for 

those who are weakened by a world of sadness and 

discouragement. 

Holy St. Joseph, our patron, we implore you, in your 

example of faithful stewardship, to guide us as we care 

for what has been lovingly entrusted to us for the good 

of the other. We ask that you intercede for us, raising 

our needs before our Lord Jesus Christ to bolster our 

hope, strengthen our faith, as we unite 

in the charity of neighbor. 

We make our prayer through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen 

Religious Education in Action! 

Top: The Munsinger family doing religious edu-

cation at home. 

Bottom Two: Set up for last Sunday’s Reconcili-

ation Stations.  



    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

The Fall colors around us are still so beautiful, if maybe a little “past peak.” I’m a little “past peak” myself, so I 

can’t complain about trees. It makes me wonder when we are “at peak.” Physically, I think they say mid-twenties is our 

peak. I do remember with both joy and sadness those days when I could run, even leap, down mountain trails. Now it is 

only with measured pacing and the support of walking poles that I descend such paths. I wonder…Was that really me 

who could hustle down a mountain like a deer, or was it really me in a gymnasium who could jump up at a basketball 

hoop and grab the rim? I probably no molecules in common with that “peak performer,” and yet it was “me,” the same 

soul animating a markedly different body.  

 

Pretty soon we will be celebrating All Souls Day (Nov. 2). I see that All Saints Day will be on a Sunday, so I’m sure we 

will be celebrating with that beautiful Litany of the Saints that I love to sing, and people tend to enjoy—at least, in their 

kindness, they tell me that they do. For All Hallows Eve we will be hosting a “Trunk or Treat” event on our big lawn 

behind church. We have a lovely group of young families with parents who both love St. James and want their children 

to experience a lot of joy. They put together this event for us, to allow for children getting candy in a safe environment 

with physical distancing.  

 

Our Diocesan Annual Appeal kicks off this weekend, so all parish members will be receiving a mailing from La 

Crosse (with a letter from me included). This is an important fund drive for both the diocese and the parish. Please look 

over the information you receive and be as generous as you can. Also, we will post a video from Bishop Callahan on our 

website, Facebook page and in the weekly Faith Enrichment email...it is only five minutes long, quite good, and I think 

it will make you feel even better about giving to this cause. 

 

I hope to go and vote this week, early but in-person. I hope you will vote as well. As I’ve mentioned on my YouTube 

chats, the Church has a lot to say about many moral issues that are part of this year’s election, but our leaders should not 

tell us how to vote. The Church teaches that voting is a matter of each individual’s conscience. While they can speak 

about individual issues Church leaders cannot weigh them in your conscience for you. I know that there are priests, and 

even some bishops, who will go ahead and say you have to vote for one party or another. I take my lead from the whole 

body of U.S. Bishops who have said in their document “Faithful Citizenship”:  

 

In this statement, we bishops do not intend to tell Catholics for whom or against whom to vote. Our purpose is to help Catholics form their 

consciences in accordance with God’s truth. We recognize that the responsibility to make choices in political life rests with each individual in 

light of a properly formed conscience. … 

 

[from paragraph 34 and forward:] Catholics often face difficult choices about how to vote. This is why it is so important to vote according to a 

well-formed conscience that perceives the proper relationship among moral goods. A Catholic cannot vote for a candidate who favors a policy 

promoting an intrinsically evil act, such as abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately subjecting workers or the poor to subhuman 

living conditions, redefining marriage in ways that violate its essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the voter’s intent is to support that 

position. In such cases, a Catholic would be guilty of formal cooperation in grave evil. At the same time, a voter should not use a candidate’s 

opposition to an intrinsic evil to justify indifference or inattentiveness to other important moral issues involving human life and dignity.  

 

There may be times when a Catholic who rejects a candidate’s unacceptable position even on policies promoting an intrinsically evil act may 

reasonably decide to vote for that candidate for other morally grave reasons. Voting in this way would be permissible only for truly grave 

moral reasons, not to advance narrow interests or partisan preferences or to ignore a fundamental moral evil.  

 

In making these decisions, it is essential for Catholics to be guided by a well-formed conscience that recognizes that all issues do not carry the 

same moral weight and that the moral obligation to oppose policies promoting intrinsically evil acts has a special claim on our consciences and 

our actions. These decisions should take into account a candidate’s commitments, character, integrity, and ability to influence a given issue. In 

the end, this is a decision to be made by each Catholic guided by a conscience formed by Catholic moral teaching. 

 

The entire document and more is easily accessible off of the home page of usccb.org. May Mary “Seat of Wisdom” pray 

for us, and may the Lord help us be instruments of his peace.  
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11 October 2020, Twenty-Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Isaiah 25:6-10; Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 

 

Like last week’s Gospel story, this one also has the historical setting of the frustrations the early Christians, who were 

Jewish, had with their fellow Jews who would not accept Jesus as the promised Messiah. They are like the invited 

guests who refused to come. Maybe Matthew emphasizes the “wailing and grinding of teeth” to shock people into giv-

ing Jesus a second look. In any event, it is clear that the King is choosing against the elite of his day and welcoming the 

outcast. One commentary I read stated that in making this choice to associate with the lowly of society, the king 

was effectively cutting his ties with the elite—a bold move—but an encouraging one for all of us who limp 

through life in our lowliness and need God. We are invited into the family of God. 

 

Hearers of this parable are often troubled by the way the king treated the one fellow who was almost forced to come 

in and then violently tossed out for not wearing the wedding garment. That whole conundrum was solved for me 

when I learned that typically at a wedding of such prominence, wedding garments would be provided for every-

one. So, the man’s offense was refusing to wear one, refusing to enter the spirit of the celebration. As the moral of 

the story goes, All are invited but few are chosen—not everyone responds with love and gratitude to the invitation. 

WE are all invited to partake of the Kingdom of God, basing our lives on Faith, Hope and Love. Do we? Or does 

selfishness get the better of us. “Nah, I don’t feel like putting that garment on—what’s wrong with my jeans in t-shirt?”  

 

The other readings are really important. The first is among the most common chosen for funerals, and the second con-

tains one of the most quoted of St. Paul’s words. 

 

I was at a funeral visitation on Thursday for Deacon Larry Agema, and ran into our Bishop, Bishop Callahan. I was so 

glad to see him because I had been wanting to thank him for some courageous and, in my estimation, wise decisions he 

has made. The coronavirus and the presidential election have been major stressors in his life. And so I acknowledged 

that these were not easy days for him and I thanked him for his leadership and before departing I said, “I’m confi-

dent in you, because I know how much you lean on the Lord.” He nodded and said, “That’s true, I do do that.”  

 

Leaning on the Lord, leaning on God, leaning on Jesus, is what is affirmed in the first two readings today. Isaiah envi-

sions a people of faith who have gone through years and years, generations and generations of hard times, oppression, 

hunger and weakness. And on this one great day they are stream to God’s holy mountain and rejoice that they are 

healed and everything has been made right and they say a beautiful thing: Behold our God to whom we looked to save 

us. Let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us.” Friends what a joy it is to celebrate a funeral for someone for whom 

that statement rings true. I am continually inspired by people who look to God to save them—not in some passive way 

but by living in the expectation that love will win the day and so they join the fight.  

 

Which brings us to St. Paul’s most quotable words: “I can do all things in him who strengthens me.” It’s a quotable 

phrase because we all have times of great weakness and need the strength of God. In these times we have our sick and 

those who have lost jobs, and worry about paying rent next month.  We have among us our seniors who weaken 

and grow old and many husbands and wives for whom fun days in the sun are distant memories in the face of 

their new role of caretaker. We have parents of children with special needs coming to accept this unanticipated 

role. …to name just a few among us who need God’s strength.  

 

You who have suffered more than I have could offer greater wisdom. I will just say that in observing people, it is the 

ones who can affirm that God loves them and that God calls them to respond with love each day to these challenges, 

that fare the best. They look to God to save them, to encourage them, to guide them.  In my own little sufferings, when 

for example I’m feeling a lot of grief or fear, it helps me to ask the basic question “Why am I here?” As much as I like to 

be happy, that’s not why I’m here. As much as I like to be comfortable, secure and cared for, that’s not why I’m here. I’m 

here to serve God and deepen my relationship with God. Knowing this, I can better live one day at a time, knowing 

that in my joy or in my pain I can serve God by loving others.   

 

I think this is what St. Paul knew and what we need to learn and remember: That there is a power that is ever greater 

than our pain, stronger than our weakness, and braver than our fear. And we are invited to come to that power, 

to the table of God, to grow strong on him so we can live for him.   
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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

For Sale: 

45”x20” window with frame, 1x4’s and 2x4’s, 3/8” ply-

wood various sizes. Call Lou Hein 715-514-1148 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM. Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9 AM and 11 

AM (outdoors while we can). Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Oct. 17 4:30 Elliott Campbell 

Sun.  Oct. 18 9:00 Jim & Sally Julson (50

th

 Anniv.) 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Tue. Oct. 20 Gary Cripe 

Wed. Oct. 21 Marjorie Weinfurtner  

Thu:  Oct. 22 Tom BaDour 

Fri. Oct. 23 Anna McLeod 

Sat. Oct. 24 4:30 Daryl Rihn and Aurelia Alama 

Sun.  Oct. 25 9:00 Eddie Barnett 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Mass Help Needed: 

In order to add more masses, we need more people to be 

Ushers. We also need people to be Joyful Greeters at the 

indoor masses. Please consider serving in this critical role, 

and contact Christine if you are interested.  

Sermon on the Amount October 4, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (157) $12,836.50 

 2019 same week (210) $14,918.50 

Students $10.00 

Plate $38.00 

Total  $12,884.50 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Sept. 30, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Sept. 30) $147,030.00 

 Budgeted (July 1-Sept. 30) $154,810.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Oct. 4 was 

$710.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $21,838.84. 

Eau Claire Catholic Women’s Club 

AUTUMN SPIRITUAL EVENING 

On Monday, Oct. 19, the Eau Claire Catholic Women's 

Club will host a Spiritual Evening at the Eagles Club. 

Social starts at 5:00 PM, dinner at 5:30. Our featured 

speaker will be Tina Morning presenting 'Why Female 

Friendships Are Important'. Cost for the evening is $18 

which includes baked chicken, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, rolls, beverage and dessert. Please send payment to 

Judy St. Arnault, 3718 Gables Ct, Eau Claire, WI 54701 by 

Monday, Oct. 12. For additional information call Renee 

Liming at (715) 832-4085. 

Calling all stay at home parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, neigh-

bors and friends! Are you or someone 

you know looking for a flexible job opportunity within our 

schools? Our Regis Catholic Schools Food Service program 

is looking for kind and dependable people who are willing 

to fill in for our Food Service employees when they need to 

take time off. Like Substitute Teachers, our schools are 

also in need of Substitute Cooks to fill in on an as-needed 

basis. If you, or anyone you know is interested, please con-

tact Teresa Culbert, Director of Food Service at (715) 832-

4623 or at tculbert@RegisCatholicSchools.com.  

Hunters Stag  

The Chippewa Falls Knights of Columbus Goldsmith 

Council #974 will be holding their annual Knights of Co-

lumbus Hunters Stag Wed. Nov. 4 at the Chippewa Falls 

KC Hall 236 Pumphouse Rd. serving delicious Hunter's 

Stew with Cole slaw, Deacon Dan Ryder’s bread. 5 PM till 

gone. (300 meals) Carryout Only. Tickets are $10.00 at the 

door. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! This is a nonprofit 

community fund raiser. Log into Facebook https://

www.facebook.com/ChippewaKC974/ 

Saint James will be serving at the Beacon House the 

week of Oct. 25 through 31. If anybody would like to 

furnish a meal please contact Jan Legge at jan.l@att.net  

The Foot and Nail Clinics are cancelled for the 

foreseeable future. The fall clinic was not scheduled due to 

COVID. We will most likely not be able to schedule any 

clinics for 2021 as ensuring the safety of our nurses and 

community members is our number one priority. We are 

currently directing all inquiries for foot care to the Aging 

and Disability Resource Center for assistance. 

The St Olaf Men's Club welcomes you to their Drive-Up 

Take-Out Fish Frys, beginning Friday Nov. 6. Enjoy three 

pieces of beer-battered Alaskan pollock, your choice of 

French fries or baked potato, plus cole slaw. Price is only 

$10 for all meals--all ages. Mark your calendar for Fridays 

4 to 7 pm on Nov. 6, Dec. 4 and Jan. 8, with updates to 

follow. St Olaf Catholic Church, located at 3220 Monroe 

Street, on Eau Claire's north side. 
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Sites around St. James  

Good Shepherd is also doing Trunk 

or Treat! 

Saturday Oct. 31 from 2-4 PM in the Good 

Shepherd parking lot!  

Go there first then come to St. James!! 

Double the fun! If you are interested in 

decorating your trunk please let Anne 

Weber annecyf18@gmail.com or call the 

Good Shepherd church office.  

Italian TAKE OUT Dinner 

October 25   

LAST WEEKEND TO ORDER 

Pick up from 12-1:30 

$15 a plate 

Tour of Italy  

each plate includes 

5 blend cheese Ravioli 

Lasagna 

Cavatelli  

Italian Sausage 

Tiramisu  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561
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