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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

I’m writing this on Tuesday afternoon, with substantial snowflakes still coming down beyond my office 

window. It looks to me like three inches of snow, between two and three anyway, covers the tabletop and benches of our 

Last Supper sculpture, and, sadly, my favorite patch of pampas grass lies defeated like a beached whale between the 

sculpture and me. What is going on? 

 

Happily, I voted in-person by absentee ballot late this morning, thus avoiding driving in slush. I actually bicycled there, 

which turned out to be a very good thing. After pedaling up to the back of the long line of cars, I heard a voice from 

heaven say, “Father, you don’t have to wait in the car line if you’re on a bike—come right up to the front!” So, that’s a tip 

for you, if you plan to vote early in-person at the drive-through—take your bike and save some time. That voice from 

heaven, by the way, was John Guettinger, who was serving as traffic flow volunteer for the drive-through voting when 

he spotted me. There were so many yellow-vested volunteers making sure everything flowed smoothly. We owe 

them all a debt of thanks. I was impressed not just by the time and effort they offered but by the genuine spirit of pride 

they seemed to be taking in this act of community service. They were all so pleased, as was I, to see such a steady stream 

of people exercising their democratic right to have their voice heard by voting.  

 

As so many of you and others over the time of my priesthood have told me, “It’s not easy to decide who to vote 

for when neither candidate stands completely for what I believe!” I thought the Archbishop Rozanski 

summed it the tension a lot of Catholics feel at the voting booth. He said recently, “First: If you don’t hold that 

abortion is the preeminent moral issue of our time, and if you don’t struggle to justify voting for a candidate 

whose record or policy would favor or even expand abortion, then you probably aren’t forming a Catholic 

conscience in preparation to vote.  Second: If you think that other serious issues like race, immigration, health 

care, and the environment can be dismissed or ignored, and if you don’t struggle to justify voting for a 

candidate whose record or policy would be contrary to Catholic teaching on these matters, then you probably 

aren’t forming a Catholic conscience in preparation to vote.” I guess the key word here is “struggle.”  

 

Speaking of things that aren’t easy, Fr. Kurzynski from St. Olaf could use our prayers because he is our new 

dean. What’s a dean? Well, a diocese is divided up into different deaneries—I think our diocese has fourteen 

deaneries. Each deanery has a dean, who is like the “head priest.” If, for example, you have a complaint against 

me, you should of course contact me first, but if I can’t help you resolve your grievance, you go to the dean. 

That sort of thing doesn’t happy very often, but here in Eau Claire the dean has the heavy burden of being the 

highest local authority of our Regis Catholic Schools System. It never seemed fair to me to make a local pastor 

the head of the schools on top of everything else, but so it is in the Diocese of La Crosse. That’s why he could 

use all of our prayers—it’s a big job! And by the way, we could not have been served better than we were by 

our previous dean, Fr. Sakowski, who just completed a three-year term in that position. Fr. Sakowski is truly 

a prayerful man, a man who strives for justice with courage and who is smart as a whip. He served us very well, 

indeed, through some really challenging situations at Regis Schools. We owe him a debt of gratitude.  

 

One of the happy outcomes of having our mass online is that I hear from people far away about how much they 

appreciate what we are doing. One couple from Rochester, New York wrote to tell me about what she and her 

husband do to enhance their prayer time with us. Since their parish does not offer a video mass, she tunes into St. James 

on YouTube, and, as she describes, “Here are the logistics of our mass at home, in case you are interested. We transform 

our family room into our church by moving the furniture a bit and fashioning a kneeler with a folded towel in front of an 

ottoman. We have a big white candle that we light (that is from our advent wreath and has a picture of the nativity on 

it) during mass. And so it becomes a sacred space for us.”  

 

By the way, our new video system should be up and running very soon. We might switch over to live-streaming our 

Saturday 4:30 mass instead of pre-recording it. Stay tuned! Also, stay tuned about the times and locations of Sunday 

masses. Due to weather, we might be moving our outdoor mass inside, but November is actually looking warmer than 

the end of October, so we’ll see. All of us appreciate your openness to changes as they occur and appreciate your trust 

that we are trying our best to serve you! Peace.  
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18 October 2020, Fr. Tom’s Homily, Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 22:15-21 

 

I googled “Jokes on taxes” and liked this one: A couple of weeks after going to mass and becoming aware of his sin of dis-

honesty regarding his taxes, a man wrote the following letter to the IRS: 

"I have been unable to sleep, knowing that I have cheated on my income tax. I understated my taxable income, and have 

enclosed a check for $150. If I still can't sleep, I will send the rest." 

 

I lived in Seattle in the mid-80’s. It was shortly after the US Bishop had published a pastoral letter about the morality or 

immorality of war. It allowed for a nation to possess nuclear weapons, but only as a deterrent—if we have ‘em then an-

other country dare not use ‘em against us, but it declared that it was absolutely immoral to possess nuclear weapons that 

were geared exclusively to strike first, and not in self-defense. Well, when I moved out to Seattle for those years, I quick-

ly became aware of Archbishop Hunthausen, who frequently protested across Puget Sound on the Olympic Peninsula 

where they made and maintained submarines and missile systems with first strike capability. As you might imagine, he 

was a controversial archbishop! Why I bring it up today is that he also figured out how much those nuclear weapons 

cost as a percentage of the federal budget and he refused to pay that percentage of his taxes owed. As far as I know, he 

was never sent to jail and I’m sure that in one way or another, the government got his money. This was controversial, but 

hardly something he would be embarrassed about telling Jesus on Judgment Day. 

 

You might have heard of the Hyde amendment in Congress. It’s similar, to Hunthausen’s ploy but different because it 

was written into law. No money that we send to the federal treasury will be used for elective abortions. Another exam-

ple of Taxation and Morality. 

 

For the most part, though, we don’t get a menu of items where we’d like our tax dollars to go or not go. As part of 

a wider society with have to compromise and put into the common kitty. We vote in part so that we elect people 

that share our values and will spend money and things we deem good.  

 

But in Jesus’ time, this tax the Gospel account talks about was especially irksome and disgusting to the people. All 

of it went to Rome to support and Emperor they resented and maintained the army that oppressed them and even cruci-

fied people who agitated for independence. And so when a large crowd gathered for Passover—this reading takes place 

right between Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and the day of the Last Supper, or Holy Tuesday—

the Pharisees try to entrap Jesus into saying something that will get him in trouble. If he says “Yes, of course it’s allowed 

to pay the tax,” then to the proud independent Jews he will seem like a weak collaborator with the Roman Empire, but if 

he says “No, don’t pay the tax,” then while exciting the crowd with his courage he could be reported to the Governor for 

treason and arrested. I suspect that rather than compromise his courage, his heart was pulled toward not cooperating 

with the Romans. However, he seized the opportunity to make a larger point.  

 

He asked for a Roman coin, which, interestingly, the Pharisee had. Apparently he had made his choice. And as we hear, 

Jesus held it up as asked him whose image was on the coin. Hearing it was Caesar’s, the emperor’s, he told them to give 

to Caesar what was Caesar’s and to God what was God’s. Intriguing! He won’t get arresting for tax evasion, but neither 

can he be accused of watering down our call to love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength. After all, what is 

God’s? What part of our lives or our world does not belong to God? (Ps 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s and all it 

holds.”) 

 

I hear in Jesus’ clever response an invitation. In this world where so often we have to compromise for the sake of getting 

along or the common good, we are invited to cultivate that freedom of heart, mind and soul, where we hold nothing back 

from God, where we know that God alone fills and we want nothing more than to empty ourselves, give all of our lives 

back to God, by our devotion to God and by how we love one another.  

 

I’ve been trying to teach our school children to give a loud “Amen” after the Eucharistic Prayer because what we are 

saying is so important. As Jesus expressed his great freedom of heart by offering his life to the Father for all of us, at the 

end of the Eucharistic Prayer we are all invited to join ourselves today to his ONE TOTAL OFFERING. We are saying, 

“Just as Jesus offered his life totally to God, so we do as also, in through, with and in him. No wonder the poet An-

nie Dillard said that if we really knew what we were doing when we prayed the Eucharistic Prayer we would all wear 

crash helmets.  
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Fully Loving, Faithfully Teaching 

Compassionately Serving 

Truly Living, Joyfully Catholic 

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

For Sale: 

45”x20” window with frame,  

1x4’s and 2x4’s,  

3/8” plywood various sizes.  

Call Lou Hein 715-514-1148 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY ARE SCHOOL MASSES ONLY.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9 AM and 11 AM (outdoors while we can). 

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Oct. 24 4:30 Daryl Rihn and Aurelia Alama 

Sun.  Oct. 25 9:00 Eddie Barnett 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Tue. Oct. 27 Ed “Bud” Rubesch 

Wed. Oct. 28 George Hanson  

Thu:  Oct. 29 Erwin Zurbuchen 

Fri. Oct. 30 Jerome Krieg 

Sat. Oct. 31 4:30 Barb Vinck 

Sun.  Nov. 1 9:00 Eddie Barnett 

  11:00 People of St. James (outdoor) 

Sermon on the Amount October 11, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (133) $9,895.00 

 2019 same week (184) $10,218.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $87.00 

Total  $9,982.00 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Sept. 30, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Sept. 30) $147,030.00 

 Budgeted (July 1-Sept. 30) $154,810.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Oct. 11 was 

$70.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $21,908.84. 

 

 

 

 

Calling all stay at home parents, grandparents, aunts, 

uncles, neighbors and friends!  

Are you or someone you know looking for a flexible job 

opportunity within our schools?  

Our Regis Catholic Schools Food Service program is 

looking for kind and dependable people who are willing to 

fill in for our Food Service employees when they need to 

take time off.  

Like Substitute Teachers, our schools are also in need of 

Substitute Cooks to fill in on an as-needed basis.  

If you, or anyone you know is interested, please contact 

Teresa Culbert, Director of Food Service at (715) 832-4623 

or tculbert@RegisCatholicSchools.com.  

Hunters Stag  

The Chippewa Falls Knights of Columbus Goldsmith 

Council #974 will be holding their annual Knights of Co-

lumbus Hunters Stag Wed. Nov. 4 at the Chippewa Falls 

KC Hall 236 Pumphouse Rd. serving delicious Hunter's 

Stew with Cole slaw, Deacon Dan Ryder’s bread. 5 PM till 

gone. (300 meals) Carryout Only. Tickets are $10.00 at the 

door. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! This is a nonprofit 

community fund raiser. Log into Facebook https://

www.facebook.com/ChippewaKC974/ 

Saint James will be serving at the Beacon House the 

week of Oct. 25 through 31. If anybody would like to 

furnish a meal please contact Jan Legge at jan.l@att.net  

The Foot and Nail Clinics are cancelled for the 

foreseeable future. The fall clinic was not scheduled due to 

COVID. We will most likely not be able to schedule any 

clinics for 2021 as ensuring the safety of our nurses and 

community members is our number one priority. We are 

currently directing all inquiries for foot care to the Aging 

and Disability Resource Center for assistance. 

The St Olaf Men's Club welcomes you to their Drive-Up 

Take-Out Fish Frys, beginning Friday Nov. 6. Enjoy three 

pieces of beer-battered Alaskan pollock, your choice of 

French fries or baked potato, plus cole slaw. Price is only 

$10 for all meals--all ages. Mark your calendar for Fridays 

4 to 7 PM on Nov. 6, Dec. 4 and Jan. 8, with updates to fol-

low. St Olaf Catholic Church, located at 3220 Monroe 

Street, on Eau Claire's north side. 
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Sites around St. James  

Ushers Critically Needed: 

More people are coming to mass, which is wonderful.  

But we  REALLY need more people to be Ushers. Some 

people are having to serve every week.  

And Staff can’t handle all of the fill in that is needed.  

Please consider serving in this critical role, and contact 

Christine if you are interested.  

We also need people to be Joyful Greeters at the indoor 

masses. 

Good Shepherd is also doing 

Trunk or Treat! 

Saturday Oct. 31 from 2-4 PM in the 

Good Shepherd parking lot!  

Go there first then come to St. 

James!! Double the fun! If you are 

interested in decorating your trunk 

please let Anne Weber anne-

Tech Team Needed: 

Our new Audio/Visual equipment is in, so we can start 

live-streaming the 4:30 mass. 

We need a team of people who will do the streaming.  

We are assured by the experts that anyone can do it, it 

doesn’t require heavy tech skills.  

Please please please consider helping out.  

Note from Christine: these are crazy times, and we are all doing the 

best we can. Staff really needs help from the parishioners who are 

attending mass, with ushering or the tech team—it is becoming in-

creasingly difficult to pull everything off without help. 
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519
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