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    Message from Fr. Tom 

What a challenging time to be alive! It seems to me that the election and COVID have double-teamed us to 

heighten the stress both within ourselves and in our relationships. It seems to me that our faith really comes 

into play in two powerful ways. 1. To assure us of the Good News: that Jesus Christ came from heaven to show us the 

way to eternal life, and that he is with us on this journey. 2. Our faith not only assures us but also compels us—to love 

one another and to see all these challenges as opportunities to respond faithfully and generously, being God’s light with 

a confident heart instead of throwing more stress logs on the fire. With the Good News in our hearts, even worst case 

scenarios aren’t the end of things.   

 

Speaking of Good News and eternal life, Happy All Saints Day! I wonder if our 4

th

 graders will be able to have any 

“Show and Tell” this year when each one learns about a saint, dresses the part, and tells visitors all about his or her saint. 

I suppose that will be another casualty of COVID.  

 

There really is a nice rhythm to our days in church these days. Starting with the possibility of great holiness and eternal 

life, we celebrate “All Saints.” Quickly then, the next day, we turn to the day of “All Souls,” remembering all who have 

died, trusting that our prayers can aid their salvation. Many non-Catholic Christians reject the idea that our prayers 

have any influence on the salvation of others. This is a common-sense reaction, which I respect. The Catholic 

approach is what I would call “mystical,” in that it comes from an appreciation that none of us lives as an island but 

rather that we are essentially connected to one another. It’s easy to slip into a way of thinking that we are each 

responsible only for ourselves, but I am most inspired when I realize that we are all walking each other home, needing at 

different times to lift or be lifted by one another.  

 

Happily, the kindergartners all just passed by my office window for their end of the day walk. I was happy to show off 

my little plot of Pampas grass, which they enjoyed touching and listening to as the wind moved through its stalks and 

“feathers.” Right now they are spending time with Jesus at the Last Supper sculpture. What a treasure that is.  

 

It was a great day of food and fun on Sunday for our Italian home-made pasta take-out dinner. I think our Chief Chef, 

Beth Cerny, might have wondered at times if she bit more off than she could chew by planning to prepare 250 meals. 

Well, she and her sous-chefs, including the rest of her family, the Ebert and Beaudrie families and several 

Confirmation students pulled it off in grand fashion! We had more than a couple calls from people, who, after taking 

their meals home and eating them, called the office asking if there were any leftover that they could buy. There were not. 

For my part, I had so much fun saying “Buon Giorno” to drivers who came for their pick-ups and “Buono appetito” after 

their food was delivered. There are just so many of our people that I haven’t seen for so long, making it a real join to 

connect with many of them, however briefly, during this event.   

 

I talked to one of our Regis High School students today who came to St. James to pick up her little sister after school. 

For her and her classmates this was the first week of “All Virtual” as Regis stopped in-person instruction for at least two 

weeks. Her main comment was that the days feel a lot longer when receiving instruction online. I really hope people get 

on board with the recommendations of the health department and the overall good advice of keeping distance, wearing a 

mask, and washing our hands, and ABOVE ALL, STAY HOME IF YOU ARE FEELING SICK. As I mentioned at mass 

last weekend, we had a case of someone who was feeling ill with what turned out to be the coronavirus, and 

during this time he continued to come to our public mass. That was very disappointing to hear as it put all our 

people at risk. I am grateful for all the great care and precaution that we put in place here, especially due to the work of 

Christine Warloski and Brian Schwechel, for without this work I would be even more worried that the virus could 

have spread here.  

 

Last, be aware that our Office Manager, Anne Henriksen, though testing negative, had some exposure to the virus 

among her contacts, and so she will be quarantining for 14 days, starting last Monday. So, many of the things she does 

for us might be delayed, such as CPL reminder letters (for donations), and of course a host of other things. So, please 

pray for her and all those who live with such uncertainty and limitations during this strange time. And in the midst of 

all the bad news, don’t forget the Good News!  
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25 October 2020, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 22: 20-26; Matthew 22:34-40 

 

My dad used to take us kids each summer to see a Cubs game. He was attached to the Cubs from his childhood when 

there were no teams in Milwaukee or Minneapolis. My first year to go along was 1972, so I just missed seeing Ernie 

Banks. We parked several blocks west of Wrigley Field and during that walk I saw a lot of human life I had never seen 

before. Until that day I had never seen people with skin other than white. More impacting on my young brain and 

heart was seeing really poor people for the first time. It’s now quite a ritzy neighborhood, but not then. The houses 

looked more beat up than any I’d seen the yards were all dirt no grass, and looking in at basement apartments I saw 

children barefoot on their dirt floors. I was shaken, and it stuck with me for many days. I remember lying around in 

my brother’s room one day pondering all this and asking him, “Glenn, why are there poor people?” It was very dis-

turbing to me that I could lead such a comfortable life while others did not.  

 

Years later, also in Chicago, a priest at my seminary, Fr. Tom Hickey, was telling us why he become a priest, and part 

of his story was remembering as a young adult on a Chicago bus looking out at a public housing development where 

those among Chicago’s poorest lived. He said “Something swelled in my heart, and I knew I wanted to be with them.” 

A grace. 

 

Some people who are not poor have that sensitivity. I call it a grace because I know it is from God. I know it is 

from God because of readings like our first reading today. God is basically saying, “I know when people are 

hurting and I listen to their cries. And if you’re part of causing their pain, you’re gonna get in trouble with me.” 

Do not wrong the widow and the orphan. If someone owes you money and you hold on to his cloak as collateral, give 

it back by sunset because he needs it to stay warm. It’s telling us to prize mercy over what is just.  

 

And he says to them that they should welcome strangers and aliens who weren’t born there. And the reason he gives is 

interesting. It’s not “just because it’s right (which it is)”; rather, it’s because they were once aliens in a new land 

themselves. Remember your identity as a people I led out of slavery of Egypt to the land I promised for you. You’re 

established now, but it wasn’t always so. As I provided for you, now you provide for others. Our charity is not sup-

posed to be as from a people above to those pitiful people below; rather, it is given in solidarity with the suffer-

ing because we are all vulnerable and all on the journey to heaven together. It’s because of readings like this one 

that the US Bishops consistently call on our government to establish a generous immigration policy.  

 

Even though this first readings comes way earlier than the Gospel reading to love God with all our heart, mind and 

soul and our neighbor as ourselves, the first reading really puts flesh on what it means to follow this commandment. 

 

I had a funny conversation with a friend talking about this first reading this week. She said, That reminds me that my 

parish is having “Sock-tober when we bring in socks that go to the homeless shelters in the city.” Feeling generous, I 

said, “I should get some socks to you!” She knows that I like these socks made in Vermont called “Darn Tough,” and 

that they are expensive, typically over $20 a pair if you don’t get ‘em on sale. So, after offering socks, she said, “Will 

they be Darn Tough?” “Well, no, those are too expensive,” I said. Then she quoted Jesus, “Love your neighbor as your-

self.” If you’re willing to buy them for yourself, you should be willing to buy them for another. So there’s the dilemma. 

Just how seriously do we want to take the words of Jesus? 

 

It’s one thing to feel compassion for the poor. It’s another thing to change something in your life for the sake of the 

poor. And if you’re poor yourself, you’re not off the hook! There’s still a world of hurt out there in other way for you to 

lend your energy in loving action. The Christian vision is solidarity with one another—we are not above anyone with 

our charity, but all together in this world making our way to eternal life. It’s way too easy to get distracted by our own 

pursuit of comfort and security and we forget, in St. Paul’s words, that “We are many parts of one Body. When one 

part of the Body is hurting the whole Body hurts,” or so it should when God reigns in our hearts.  

 



St. James the Greater 4 www.stjameseauclaire.org 

Fully Loving, Faithfully Teaching 

Compassionately Serving 

Truly Living, Joyfully Catholic 

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Shanna Donkers, Administrative Assistant, 

 sdonkers@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY ARE SCHOOL MASSES ONLY.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 AM indoors, and NOON 

outdoors while we can. Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Oct. 31 4:30 Barb Vinck 

Sun.  Nov. 1 8:30 People of St. James  

  10:30 Eddie Barnett 

  Noon People of St. James (outdoor) 

Tue. Nov. 3 Tom BaDour 

Wed. Nov. 4 Barbara Vinck  

Thu:  Nov. 5 Bob Krumenauer 

Fri. Nov. 6 George Hanson 

Sat. Nov. 7 4:30 Jim and LaVonne Kelley 

Sun.  Nov. 8 8:30 Deceased Members of the PCCW 

  10:30 People of St. James  

  Noon People of St. James (outdoor) 

Sermon on the Amount October 18, 2020 

Sunday Adult Envelopes () $18,024.50 

 2019 same week (197) $13,046.50 

Students $2.00 

Plate $72.00 

Total  $18,098.50 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Sept. 30, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Sept. 30) $147,030.00 

 Budgeted (July 1-Sept. 30) $154,810.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Oct. 18 was 

$1,732.92 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $23,641.76. 

Help with Mass Critically Needed: 

More people are coming to mass, which is wonderful.  

But we REALLY need more people to be Ushers. Some 

people are having to serve every week.  

And Staff can’t handle all of the fill in that is needed.  

We also need people to be Joyful Greeters. 

Tech Team Needed: 

Our new Audio/Visual equipment is in, so we can start 

live-streaming the 4:30 mass. 

We need a team of people who will do the streaming.  

We are assured by the experts that anyone can do it, it 

doesn’t require heavy tech skills.  

Please please please—if you are coming to mass, consider 

helping out. Let’s do this together.  

Contact Christine if you are willing.  

Note from Anne 

People have been telling me for years that I need to take 

more time off...not even childbirth kept me away from my 

office for more than a week in the 20 years I have worked 

for all of you. I will be out of the office for at least the next 

2 weeks. I will do my best to keep things as current as 

possible from home but some things, like the monthly 

CPL reminders, will be a little late for November. Please 

be sure to contact me by email if you have questions or 

concerns. ~~Anne 
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Sites around St. James  

Music Ministry 

 

WHY AREN’T WE SINGING AT MASS?  From the beginning of the Covid-19 

precautions experts have warned about the risks of singing. When we sing we 

emit more particles than when talking that might carry, and spread, the virus. It 

was determined that singing with masks offered a good degree of safety, but as 

cases in our area have increased it seemed prudent to discontinue singing in 

church, at least for the time being.  

 

WHAT TO DO? We can listen, pray, participate in the Word with our mind 

and heart. We encourage participation. To help, download and print from the 

St. James Website the “Worship Aid” used for the Masses.  

 

We are fortunate enough to have a few musicians willing to share their 

strengths in song. We hope this helps you find some comfort as we move through this time. Also, you may have heard in the 

open Masses, additional instruments such as the bells, upright bass, and percussion. Hopefully soon to hear the flute again. 

This adds so much to the worship!  

 

The Prelude song is “Becoming What We Pray” and one of the lines that resonate so beautifully is: “When believers truly 

practice what we pray then the kingdom of God will be near!”   

 

Submitted by Mary Kolstad  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A
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