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May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace 



    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

First, you should know that I’m writing this before our bulletin deadline, and before any election reporting. 

So, I have no idea at this point how the election is turning out. Our church is open for people to pray but when I glanced 

inside I saw no one there. I did stand in vigil prayer with some Quakers yesterday while biking home from Altoona on 

Monday. I saw some people standing with a sign and a lit candle and I just pedaled by, mainly because I’m shy. Then the 

Holy Spirit nudged me to double back and talk to the people, and introduce myself. It was a non-partisan vigil for peace 

and for the good of the country. You can always count on the Quakers to do their best to be peacemakers. 

 

I had the sober ministry on election day of preparing the funeral for Cotsy Jones with her three daughters. It was a 

warm day, and we sat at the Last Supper sculpture and talked about Cotsy’s life and her faith, both of which were 

remarkable. I had called Fr. John Parr the day before to tell him about Cotsy’s death, because I know Cotsy had spoken 

so highly of him—and all the pastors here at St. James like Fr. Rorke and Fr. Schultz. Fr. Parr is such a gracious man 

and good writer. I’d like to share what he wrote back to me: 

 

Tom, Thank you for your kind phone call and letting me know about the death of Cotsy Jones. I know you know her and recognize what a 

remarkable person she is. It is ironic that she suffered so much from a heart problem and yet her heart was so strong in the things that truly 

matter. Her kindness, gracious spirit, and loving concern for so many made God's love believable. I will keep her in prayer especially at Mass 

and thank the Lord for her and her Gospel witness. She was a blessing for me and for many. If you get the chance please give my condolences to 

the family. 

 

Isn’t that a lovely thought about our love making God’s love believable? Cotsy had called Christine to put some loved 

ones on our prayer list less than a week before she herself died. I remember thinking that I should call her to follow up. I 

never did, and regret it. When we get those ideas to reach out to someone, we should do it. 

 

Not this weekend, but next we will be celebrating our Mission Appeal. Because of Covid, we are not hosting the 

missionary here at St. James. However, we are still promoting this appeal, so I hope you can watch the videos we post, 

review his information in next weekend’s bulletins, and be as generous as you can. He is seeking funds to support the 

ministries in the Diocese of Kumbkonam, India, which include a school for deaf children, orphanage/schools for 4600 

children, rural medical clinics, construction of low-cost houses ($6000) for families, and establishing ten more parishes 

with schools. Clearly, your money will not be wasted. 

 

Also, if you’re up for some gift-buying in the coming weeks, I have an opportunity for you! You might recall that, 

during my sabbatical last Fall in the Holy Land, I spent a lot of time volunteering at L’Arche Bethlehem which is a 

community of intellectually disabled people working and celebrating life alongside people without these disabilities. 

Every minute I spent there was a joy. Well, they sustain themselves by making holiday decorations out of felted 

wool from Bethlehem sheep—descendants, no doubt, of the sheep whose breath warmed the infant Jesus. So, since 

they have had no business because no pilgrims are coming to Bethlehem these months, I ordered a bunch of their 

products to sell here at St. James. I have pictures I’ll put up on our FB page. We sold some of these products last year as 

well, you might recall. We will have them at the parish office, so you can get in touch with me or Anne and let you know. 

We also hope to offer a viewing of the products in the Gathering Space after masses, with distancing required, of course. 

Anne, by the way, will still be in self-quarantine as least through this Wednesday, so the office will be open about half 

the time.  

 

Whenever I mention fundraising events, please know that I’m acutely aware that these Covid days have taken aware 

financial security from many people. I completely understand when donations are not something many people cannot 

make right now.  

 

Well, I am sure these days are tense. By the time you read this we might know who will be serving as our next 

President or maybe we won’t. Whether we do or not, one thing remains certain: we will have opportunities every day to 

serve our God, which is why we are here. Peace.  
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1 November 2020, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Feast of All Saints 

Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 John 3:1=3; Matthew 5:1-12 (The Beatitudes) 

 

If I ever feel disconnected from God, from life, from my very soul, the best thing I can do is read and pray over the Beati-

tudes.  I can keep the Ten Commandments and still feel so lacking.  I understand that I’m not supposed to kill, commit 

adultery, lie and covet, but I can get out of touch with the deeper communion I can have with God and God’s People.  

The Eight Beatitudes call me home. 

 

The Beatitudes remind us that God is first and foremost a God of blessing, who loves us always but maybe especially 

in our weakness when we need it most.   When we lack Spirit, when we are in deep grief, when we lack confidence, and 

when we yearn for a righteousness that we keep failing to achieve… these times when we are tempted to think that God 

is far away, God comes to us and blesses us with compassionate love.   

 

The Beatitudes remind us of what is most important for us to do when we get our strength back.  They tell us that 

nothing is more important than showing mercy, being a peacemaker, loving with a pure heart only what is good for oth-

ers, and having the courage with withstand rejection when we know we are doing and saying what is right.   

 

The Beatitudes remind us that God values not our triumphant selves or our worldly success, but our selves that know 

our need to receive love and blessing and to offer love and blessing.  It’s a heady and thrilling experience to win and to 

achieve, and to accumulate but these experiences are not what leads to God as much as accepting consolation in our 

weakness and extending that consolation to the world in our strength.   

 

On this Feast of All Saints, let’s recall that it’s holiness that we’re after.  So often it gets equated with being perfect, 

or being “holier than thou,” disconnected from others.  If so, who could be or who would want to be holy? 

 

But here’s what I think holiness is.  It’s not being perfect; it is thirsting for God.  I love the line from Psalm 27 “One 

thing I ask of the Lord; this I seek: to dwell in the Lord’s house all the days of my life.  Be grounded in that desire every 

day and it will lead you to be more like Jesus whose communion with the Father never ceased.   

 

And keeping this thirst alive requires efforts, not necessarily successes, but efforts to serve God by loving one another.   

 

For some saints this thirst for God led to lives in service to the poor.  Others were great scholars.  Some were great 

preachers, some were simple doorkeepers or prison guards known for their kindness and wisdom.  Others showed cour-

age in their beliefs at the cost of their lives.  What they had in common was wanting nothing more than to dwell in the 

house of the Lord all the days of their lives.   

 

I see holiness at St. James all the time, truly.  Older couples caring for one another, some of us so devoted to serving at the 

homeless shelter.  Some parents do incredible things under very challenging circumstances.  

 

One example of holiness comes to me, and I bet the person has no idea how saintly she was.  She had volunteered to 

teach religious education to elementary school students.  She had never done it but there was a need, and after being 

asked agreed.  Her first night was super difficult, quasi traumatic even, with not being confident in teaching while also 

trying to deal with misbehaving students.  (I’ve volunteered in this role and know the feeling!).  No one would have 

faulted her for calling it quits or accepting a lesser role.  Truly, no one would have.  However, she decided to persevere 

and try again.  With some added wisdom, it went much better the next time.   

 

Now, I’m not sure how she would describe where she found her strength to keep at it.  But I see in her story, the story 

from the Book of Revelation.  She is among those standing in the white robes at the end of days.  “Who are they?” “They 

are the ones who survived the time of great distress and have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the lamb.”   

 

I suspect that none of that went through out volunteers head, who was just trying to do the right thing.  But I be-

lieve that underneath our simple desires to do the right thing is a deep thirst for God and desire to live in God’s 

house all the days of our life, and that this desire will lead us, as it led All of the Saints, to lead holy lives.   
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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Shanna Donkers, Administrative Assistant, 

 sdonkers@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY ARE SCHOOL MASSES ONLY.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 AM indoors, and NOON 

outdoors while we can. Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Nov. 7 4:30 Jim & LaVonne Kelley 

Sun.  Nov. 8 8:30 Deceased Member of the PCCW  

  10:30 People of St. James 

  Noon People of St. James (outdoor) 

Tue. Nov. 10 Frank Maenner 

Wed. Nov. 11 Edward “Bud” Rubesch 

Thu. Nov. 12 Fr. Varkey V. Joseph 

Fri. Nov. 13 Albert & Mary Bauer 

Sat. Nov. 14 4:30 Lucian & Anton Bauer 

Sun.  Nov. 15 8:30 People of St. James  

  10:30 Bud & Lolly Golboy 

  Noon People of St. James (outdoor) 

Sermon on the Amount October 25, 2020 

 

Reminder that CPL reminders will be sent out late for the month of 

November. 

 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (87) $6,778.00 

 2019 same week (144) $8,637.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $33.00 

Total  $6,811.00 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Oct. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Oct. 31) $198,086.00 

 Budgeted (July 1-Oct. 31) $198,086.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Oct. 25 was 

$30.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $23,671.76. 

Note from Anne 

People have been telling me for years that I need to take 

more time off...not even childbirth kept me away from my 

office for more than a week in the 20 years I have worked 

for all of you. I will be out of the office for at least the next 

2 weeks. I will do my best to keep things as current as 

possible from home but some things, like the monthly 

CPL reminders, will be a little late for November. Please 

be sure to contact me by email if you have questions or 

concerns. ~~Anne 

Prayer after an election from the USCCB 

God of all nations, 

Father of the human family, 

we give you thanks for the freedom we exercise 

and the many blessings of democracy we enjoy 

in these United States of America. 

 

We ask for your protection and guidance 

for all who devote themselves to the common good, 

working for justice and peace at home and around the 

world. 

We lift up all our duly elected leaders and public serv-

ants, 

those who will serve us as president, as legislators and 

judges, 

those in the military and law enforcement. 

Heal us from our differences and unite us, O Lord, 

with a common purpose, dedication, and commitment to 

achieve liberty and justice 

in the years ahead for all people, 

and especially those who are most vulnerable in our 

midst. 

Amen. 

Prayer on Covid from the USCCB 

For all who have contracted coronavirus, we pray for care 

and healing. 

For those who are particularly vulnerable, we pray for 

safety and protection. 

For all who experience fear or anxiety, we pray for peace of 

mind and spirit. 

For affected families who are facing difficult decisions be-

tween food on the table or public safety, we pray for poli-

cies that recognize their plight. 

For those who do not have adequate health insurance, we 

pray that no family will face financial burdens alone. 

For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration 

status, we pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of 

all. 

For our brothers and sisters around the world, we pray for 

shared solidarity. 

For public officials and decisionmakers, we pray for wis-

dom and guidance. 

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of 

hope, comfort and love to all. Grant peace. Grant comfort. 

Grant healing. Be with us, Lord. Amen. 
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Sites around St. James  

Trunk or Treat! 

Costumes and decorated trunks.  

Photos of kids costumes next week.  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561
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