
St. James the Greater 

Where All are Welcome 

Thirty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time � November 15, 2020 

St. James’ Death’s from November 1, 2019- October 31, 2020 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace 

 

We are so sorry that Tom BaDour’s and Luther Lambrecht’s names were inadvertently 

omitted from last week’s list of the names of those who have died this past year. They were both 

such a faithful part of St. James and we to acknowledge that with our apologies.   

 

Tom BaDour 

Luther Lambrecht 

The St. James Parish Council of Catholic Women 

praying the rosary for Cotsy Jones’ funeral.  



    Message from Fr. Tom 

The weather changed! I’m grateful that I forced myself to get out on the road for one last long bicycle ride in 

the country on Monday, because by Tuesday it was clear that I might not get to do that again until maybe 

April.  

 

Along with the change in weather comes the growing and now drastic infection rate of the coronavirus in our city, 

county, state and country. While we will continue to offer mass to the public, I am certainly not urging people to 

come. It clearly is no longer the novelty it was some months ago to meet someone who had contracted the virus or who 

has been or is in quarantine. Tragically, I have been ministering to three families because their loved ones have died 

from this virus. We continue to be “pro-life” in regard to this virus and are doing all we can to mitigate its spread here 

at St. James. While we do hear grumbling from time to time, I will say that I think our parishioners have been very 

cooperative about wearing masks and keeping distance, particularly when I hear stories from other pastors. So, 

THANK YOU for that. We are looking at starting a new system of signing up for mass starting with Advent, where you 

will sing up online and actually choose your seat. This is partly to ease the job of our ushers and partly to be more 

worshiper-friendly for people who do not like to be told where to sit. Again, I urge charity and kindness above all. 

 

Some good news is that our friend and target of our hundreds and hundreds of prayers, Bob Mathews, was able to 

breath on his own at Sacred Heart Hospital after 16 days on a ventilator. I spoke with his beloved, Mona, on Tuesday 

and she reported that he is getting stronger and was able to walk on his own that day for a brief stretch. Maybe not a 

miracle, but he’s beating the odds, for sure.  

 

The Parish Pastoral Council met on Tuesday for prayer and discussion about how to help our people during these days 

of separation. The PCCW, our women’s group, will be delivering poinsettias to its older membership in mid-December, 

and the parish staff might piggy-back on that worthy project since we have the opportunity for some free delivery! Great 

news: We will have a worthy Christmas tree again this year—thanks Mack family!! We will continue to reach out 

with our video ministry, with weekend masses and the my “Mid-Week Chat.” (I just became aware that a lot of NFL 

coaches have “Mid-Week Chats,” so they’re either copying my idea or that phrase was somewhere swimming in my 

unconscious back in March when I used the tag.) What to do about Christmas masses?? This is a high priority 

question in parishes everywhere. If there is a demand, and if we can drum up enough volunteers to help, I’m not opposed 

to having a flurry of several masses. Hopefully, people will fill out their email surveys and we will get a sense of how 

many people plan on coming in person. The plan now is to tape two Christmas masses, one a “children’s mass,” and the 

other and “adult mass.” Maybe I can talk one of our videographers into livestreaming Mass at Midnight. A lot is up in the 

air right now.  

 

Again, I am not urging people to come to church, odd as that sounds. For our parishioners who plan on celebrating 

masses through video at home, the Council suggested having “grab and go” kits of some kind that families or individuals 

could use to enhance their experience of our celebration of Jesus’ birth.  

 

During these days of transition from one President to another, our prayers and peaceful action are clearly needed. I’ll 

close by quoting a letter to us all from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  

As Catholics and Americans, our priorities and mission are clear. We are here to follow Jesus Christ, to bear 

witness to His love in our lives, and to build His Kingdom on earth. I believe that at this moment in American 

history, Catholics have a special duty to be peacemakers, to promote fraternity and mutual trust, and to pray for a 

renewed spirit of true patriotism in our country.  

Democracy requires that all of us conduct ourselves as people of virtue and self-discipline. It requires that we 

respect the free expression of opinions and that we treat one another with charity and civility, even as we might 

disagree deeply in our debates on matters of law and public policy.  

As we do this, we recognize that Joseph R. Biden, Jr., has received enough votes to be elected the 46

th

 President of 

the United States. We congratulate Mr. Biden and acknowledge that he joins the late President John F. Kennedy 

as the second United States president to profess the Catholic faith. We also congratulate Sen. Kamala D. Harris of 

California, who becomes the first woman ever elected as vice president.  

 

Continued on page four…   
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Fr. Tom’s Homily 

8 November 2020 

Thirty-Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Matthew 25:1-13 

 

The meaning of parables can be a little hard to nail down, and we can go down the wrong road if we, for example, 

say that this character is just like God, or like in this parable we think that the wise ones in the story are perfect in 

every respect. My favorite comment after praying over this account with our staff was one who said, “I thought 

we were supposed to share!” So, I would say, right, the apparent stinginess of the maidens who wouldn’t share 

their oil doesn’t square with the weightier words of Jesus about loving our neighbor as ourselves and the greatest 

love being shown by those who lay down their lives for others.  

 

I think the parable is trying to get us to be prepared to meet God, perhaps even at our own death, which 

could come at an unexpected hour. With the shocking imagery of doors being locked and the master not know-

ing us, we are meant to be shocked into hearing the message: “Get your lives in order!” As one of our staff said, 

“Sometimes we really need to hear that.” Indeed, many of the saints whom we celebrated last week advise to daily 

remember that we will die as a way of making sure we are living these day of being alive rightly.  

 

More than just being prepared for our own death, then, this parable is also about the need to live rightly, and how 

we can deceive ourselves about that. The symbol for not living life rightly, is not having enough oil in our lamps. I 

heard an interesting analogy the other day about this. Say that someone has always dreamed of being in an ex-

clusive relationship. I just feel better when I walking down the street with someone else, or if I have Face-

book posts showing that I have this boyfriend or girlfriend, that I am not single but have a heart emoji next to 

my relationship status, I have someone to celebrate Thanksgiving with and that I can take to my family’s house. All 

good things, but kind of like a shiny lamp with no oil in it.  

 

And then a letter or a phone call or a hard conversation over coffee when the one he or she loves being with says, 

“You’re nice and all but this really isn’t working out.” Why? Why? Why? You ask, suddenly feeling very inse-

cure and vulnerable and alone. And the heartbreaking response that brings you to your knees when you hear it: 

Our relationship just doesn’t seem very substantial. It’s like we do stuff together, but after all this time I don’t real-

ly think you know me very well, or even want to know me very well, and honestly I don’t know you very well, ei-

ther. We look good on the outside but it’s sort just an empty lamp with no oil in it.” Protesting, you nonetheless 

recognize the truth of what was said to you.  

 

It’s a little like what I was suggesting last week when I said keeping the Ten Commandments is scratching the sur-

face of what our life in Christ can be like with the Eight Beatitudes with our guide. Our lamps are full when we 

share our weakness and need with God and hear his blessing, and when we join the Lord in showing mercy, mak-

ing peace, cultivating a clean heart and courageously persevering in the way of love.  That’s a substantial life.  

 

I don’t mean to suggest that it’s all up to us that we get to heaven. No one gets there without a lot of mercy from 

God who is so rich in mercy. But how do we live our lives so that we know God as much as God knows us? At the 

end of each day can we sit with God and recall at least one thing we are proud to tell God that we did? That simple 

exercise will help us prepare to meet God face to face, so that, as we say in our Baptism Rite, “When the Lord 

comes, we may go out to meet him with all the saints in heaven.”  
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Fully Loving,  

Faithfully Teaching 

Compassionately Serving 

Truly Living, Joyfully Catholic 

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Shanna Donkers, Administrative Assistant, 

 sdonkers@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 AM.  

WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY ARE SCHOOL MASSES ONLY.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 AM indoors, and NOON 

outdoors while we can. Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Nov. 14 4:30 Lucian & Anton Bauer 

Sun.  Nov. 15 8:30 People of St. James  

  10:30 Bud & Lolly Golboy 

  Noon People of St. James (outdoor) 

Tue. Nov. 17 Francis & Rosalie Schilling 

Wed. Nov. 18 Tom BaDour 

Thu. Nov. 19 Harry Bechel 

Fri. Nov. 20 Connie Pavelski 

Sat. Nov. 21 4:30 Steven R. Tomachek 

Sun.  Nov. 15 8:30 People of St. James  

  10:30 Leticia Gonzalez Newman 

  Noon People of St. James (outdoor) 

Sermon on the Amount November 1, 2020 

 

Reminder that CPL reminders will be sent out late for the month of 

November. 

 

Sunday Adult Envelopes12387) $9,937.50 

 2019 same week (144) $8,637.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $79.00 

Total  $10,016.50 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Oct. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Oct. 31) $198,086.00 

 Budgeted (July 1-Oct. 31) $198,086.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Nov. 1 was 

$470.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $24,141.76. 

Parish Events 

Thanksgiving Mass at 9:00 AM on Nov. 26. 

 

Blood Drive Dec. 14 from noon to 6. Sign ups are open. 

 

Due to Covid we will not have a communal reconciliation 

service this Advent.  

Fr. Tom’s Column continued: 

We ask the Blessed Virgin Mary, patroness of this great nation, to intercede for us. May she help us to work to-

gether to fulfill the beautiful vision of America’s missionaries and founders — one nation under God, where the 

sanctity of every human life is defended and freedom of conscience and religion are guaranteed. 

Oh, and this is the weekend during which, in normal times, we would have a missionary, Fr. Selva Raj, come 

and preach and ask for donations. I spelled out his worthy causes in last week’s bulletin. In lieu of him being 

here, we have videos of him on our website and the ability to donate online. You can also donate to the par-

ish directly, checks made out to St. James but labeled for the mission appeal, and they will help the efforts of 

his diocese in India promoting spiritual and physical health and education.  Thank you.  

Parish Survey 

We sent out an email with an electronic survey asking 

questions about parish life and Christmas. Please call 

Christine at 715-579-1523 if you did not receive it. 

Thanks for responding.  
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Sites around St. James  

Birthday!! 

Jean Fandel will celebrate 80 years Nov 25, 2020 

with a birthday card party!  

She was active at St James before moving to The 

Classic in 2016.  

Join us in sending her birthday greetings, we'd 

like to see if she can receive 80 cards. 

Send to :  

Jean Fandel Room  #39,  The Classic at Hillcrest 

Greens, 2455 Sawgrass Place, Altoona WI 54720 

Christmas Sale in Gathering Space 

Christmas Items from L’Arche in Bethlehem, 

 some of which are made from wool. Also ceramic and olive 

wood items from a shop in Bethlehem. 

Sales staff will be available after weekend Masses from 

November 14  to December 20 

Sales items will also be available in Parish Office during the 

week from November 12 to  December 21 

We are so sorry we missed a few phone calls asking 

for candles to be lit in last weekend’s remembrance 

ceremony.  

We remember these people now: 

Jim Bauer’s sister-in-law, Kathy Bauer 

Steph Deziel’s mother, Jan Molinari 

Anne Henriksen’s aunt, Dorothy Caspersen 

Bruce Henriksen’s father, Renald Henriksen 

And 

much 

more….!! 

Bake Sale 

Because of Covid, PCCW members have not be able to hold their won-

derful fundraising bake sale we normally hold at Christmas time. In-

stead members are going to hold a virtual bake sale with a limited selec-

tion available for pre-order. We will be taking orders for rosettes, 

krumkake, sandbakkels, and pizzelles.  Prices are $11 a dozen or $1 for 

individual cookies. 

 

All orders must be placed by Sunday, November 29. 

Pick up day is Sunday, December 6, under the canopy by the Gathering 

Space. 

The dozen can be a mixture of the 4 choices or just one kind. We will package in dozens unless other instructions 

are given. We can also make gift packages. 

  

Order forms are available online, at the parish office, and in the back of church. Payment should be made at the time 

of ordering.  Make checks out to St. James PCCW. Orders can be returned to the parish office. 

Any questions, please call Connie Bushman, co-chair of the bake sale. 715.429.0703 
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561
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