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Waiting in Exile 



 

    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Happy Advent to All. The Season of Advent marks the beginning of the Church year, and hopefully a new beginning for 

ourselves as we cope with the challenges around us with renewed spirits. The strategy of the Church is to begin our 

hope for the future by looking backward and uniting ourselves with the suffering people of Israel who dreamed for a 

better day. Who among us now cannot relate to that experience? 

 

As you will probably hear and read from me a lot in the coming days, I have centered my heart on the Biblical theme of 

“Exile” to frame this year’s Advent. When the people of Israel lost a war in 597 BC, they were forced to leave them 

homes and move over 500 miles east to Babylon. Not only was this a great hardship enforced against their will; not only 

did they miss their homes; they also had the experience of missing intimacy with God because, for them, God 

dwelled in his Holy City, Jerusalem. “By the waters of Babylon, we sat and wept,” the Psalmist writes.  

 

Worse still, they did not know when it would end, or if they would ever go home. By tradition, the “Babylonian Exile” 

lasted 70 years, though historical record shows it lasting 50-60 years, until the day when the Persian King Cyrus 

defeated the Babylonians and allowed the people from Jerusalem to go back home in 537 BC. Can you imagine how that 

good news spread like wildfire among the people? “Did you here??? We can go home!!!” It’s a little bit like the good news 

of a vaccine and how word will spread when it becomes widely available in Eau Claire.  

 

One lesson for us during this most challenging of years is to keep hope alive by remembering the goodness of things like 

a full church, full-throated singing, gatherings of friends and family, and hugs for goodness sakes. –and to pray for the 

strength to endure our current times, buoyed by our hopes and memories.  

 

Speaking of these challenging times, I wanted to share with you an email that brought happiness to our staff this 

week. After filling out the online survey, one parishioner wrote to one of us: 

I filled out my survey regarding COVID and mass this morning. I would like to add one more comment... 

I haven't felt comfortable being in large groups, so I haven't attended mass. But, my parents have during the pandemic. They've attended mass at 

a few different churches in the Chippewa Valley. They said St. James was by far the best in terms of safety. They thought the spacing out of the 

seating and closing off the aisle seats was very safe. Online mass sign-up was easy and allowed them to choose the mass with lower attendance. 

They also appreciated the hand sanitizer being available and, most of all, everyone wore a mask. This comment isn't to criticize the other 

parishes, obviously everyone is doing the best they can, but, to them, St. James stood out as being especially safe. … You are awesome problem 

solvers, have great tech skills, and make St. James such a warm and welcoming place of worship. Thank you!  

 

It's good to challenge each other with constructive negative feedback sometimes as well, but I think we all know that it 

helps any one of us to hear the good things that we do and that hardly any of us, myself included, tell people that 

often enough. 

 

Advent Book Club! The core group seems excited about our new book study for Advent, Advent of the Heart: 

Seasonal Sermons and Prison Writings, 1941-1944, by Alfred Delp, SJ, Priest and Martyr. I have only read short 

selections of his writings so will be glad to dig deeper. Fr. Delp was a priest in Germany during World War II and was 

an outspoken critic of Hitler and the Nazi regime. He was arrested in 1944, tortured, imprisoned and then executed on 

February 2, 1945. As described by the publisher, “His approach to Advent was more than just preparing for Christmas, it 

is a spiritual program, a way of life. He proclaimed that our personal, social and historical circumstances, even suffering, 

offer us entry into the true Advent, our personal journey toward a meeting and dialogue with God.” Our Zoom meetings 

will be two Wednesdays, December 9 and 16 at 6:30 PM. Would love to see some fresh faces—male faces desperately 

needed! 

 

I look forward again to our hour of Advent prayer and meditation on December 17, our “Word and Music for Days of 

Holy Darkness,” which will be open to the public as well as live-streamed and available thereafter. While the area 

parishes are not offering communal penance service because of the virus, I will continue to hear confessions at the Last 

Supper sculpture at 3:30 on Saturdays. In this Advent like no other, may God bless our days. Come, Lord Jesus! 
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Fr. Tom’s homily 

[This homily is from six years ago, shortly after Fr. Tom returned from a Holy Land Pilgrimage. Bulletin deadline was 

too early to procure the current year’s reflection.] 

 

 Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Mark 13:33-37 

 

Two lines from that great voice of Advent, Isaiah, stand out from the first reading: "Oh that you would rend the heav-

ens and come down, with the mountains quaking before you while you wrought awesome deeds such as no one could 

hope for." The other, "We have become like unclean people, yet, O Lord, you are our father; we are the clay and you the 

potter: we are all the work of your hands."  

 

These two lines are in the same reading, yet strike a very different tone. The first comes from a position of desperation. 

I was going to say "impatience," but that might suggest to us something minor like waiting in line at the post office. 

The prophet speaks of impatience but it's an impatience borne of years of hope that God would act, that God would 

return and his people would feel his closeness and power again. It's the prayer of a mother with a child who has gone 

astray for years, despite all her prayers. It is the prayer of an addict who cries for freedom regularly but the freedom 

still eludes him. It is the prayer for peace in so many areas of our world where peace never comes and people live in 

fear. "Would that you would rend the heavens and come down!" Would that you would DO something!  

 

This prayer might seem a little lacking in humility before the Lord, but if it comes from the heart and is borne of a long 

time of waiting and frustration, it is a very good Advent prayer. More than anything, Advent is an honest season. We 

await a fuller experience of God in our world. Jesus was born already, and Advent is not just a quaint recollection of 

how the Jewish people waited for a Messiah and then he came--hooray! Even with Jesus at our side, we can relate to 

the hopes for a Messiah because they are hopes for what we still wait for: greater peace, greater freedom, greater love 

and greater cause for joy. We can still say quite genuinely, "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."  

 

And then there's that other line, "We have become like unclean people, yet, O Lord, you are our father; we are the clay 

and you the potter: we are all the work of your hands." It shifts the focus from what we want God to do, to ourselves 

and how we can either thwart God's work or help it.  

 

I didn't think I would ride a camel this month, but after watching many of our pilgrims ascend ten feet in the air on 

their camels, the tour guide informed me that since I was the group leaders he would give me a camel ride "on the 

house." Because I didn't plan on it initially, I was not listening to the instructions about how to get on the camel or 

how to ride it. The camel starts on its belly, then, after, you get on, it climbs to its feet. After climbing on the saddle I 

couldn't remember if I should lean forward or backward as the camel got up. I screamed to my fellow pilgrims--

"Should I lean back or forward?" Just in time I heard the advice to lean back, and honestly if I had leaned forward I 

think I would have flipped over the beast's head. During the ride itself I was tense and stiff as a board, hanging on for 

dear life. Fortunately, a parishioner was behind me, noticing my lack of ease. How she became an expert in camel rid-

ing, I'll never know, but she said, "Fr. Tom, just loosen your back and shoulders and go with the flow--just let your 

back move with the camel." I tried that, and instantly, it was a whole new ride. I took a deep breath, with my new re-

laxed body turned to the right and so the Great Pyramid of Giza.  

 

We are the clay and God is the potter. So much of the spiritual life is about yielding. Like relaxing on the camel, our 

ride through life with God goes much more smoothly when we let God lead and shape us in our present circumstanc-

es. We can rail against God for things being the way they are--in the spirit of the first part of the reading today--or we 

can accept that things are as they are and ask God to help us be as courageous and loving as possible in coping with 

what is before us.  

 

So, it's two prayers for Advent that Isaiah offers us: "Lord, I need you to come down and change things!" and “Lord, I 

need you to change me." Through God's help and our own increasingly willingness to let God lead us, may our Advent 

be marked by God drawing closer to us and us drawing closer to God.  
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Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00 AM.  

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Nov. 28 4:30 Deceased Members of  

              Berg/Flynn Families 

Sun.  Nov. 29 8:00  Bill McSorley  

  10:00 People of St. James 

Tue. Dec. 1 Mary Eva “Meg” Johnson 

Wed. Dec. 2 Cotsy Jones 

Thu. Dec. 3 Gleisner Family 

Fri. Dec. 4 Tom BaDour 

Sat. Dec. 5 4:30 George Hanson 

Sun.  Dec. 6 8:00  People of St. James 

  10:00 Jane Norrish 

Sermon on the Amount November 15, 2020 

 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (170) $17,591.50 

 2019 same week (206) $16,135.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $178.00 

Total  $17,769.50 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Oct. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Oct. 31) $200,794.00 

 Budgeted (July 1-Oct. 31) $202,500.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Nov. 15 was 

$1,592.92 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $27,084.68. 

St. James Blood Drive! 

St. James got an Outstanding 

Service Award from the Red 

Cross for our blood drives! 

Let’s keep it up.  

Blood Drive Dec. 14 from 

NOON to 6. Sign ups are open. 

Go to RedCross.org or call 

Anne at the Parish Office. 

Free drive-up COVID-19 at Memorial High 

School 

In partnership with the University of Wisconsin-Eau 

Claire, Memorial High School in Eau Claire is hosting a 

free drive-up rapid testing site for community members 

who aren’t experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. 

WHEN:  noon to 8 PM on Saturdays, Sundays, and 

Wednesdays 

WHERE: in the parking lot at Memorial High School, 

2225 Keith St. The entrance for the testing site is on 

Keith Street where UW-Eau Claire staff and signs will 

direct people to the testing location. 

You need to pre-register for the test: https://

www.doineedacovid19test.com. 

WHY: The testing is intended to identify asymptomatic          

individuals who are positive for COVID-19 and are at risk 

of spreading the virus unknowingly. 

WHAT: antigen testing is a rapid way to screen for 

Covid. A positive result may mean you need to take a PCS 

test to confirm the result.  

The community testing is available through a partnership 

between the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services and the UW System, including UW-Eau Claire, 

because of a surge of COVID-19 cases in Wisconsin. UW-

Eau Claire has expanded its antigen testing to off-campus 

students, faculty, staff and their dependents. The 

university has tested students living in on-campus 

dormitories since September. 

The Eau Claire City-County Health Department said the 

antigen testing site is a good option for people who live 

or work in a group setting, interact with vulnerable 

populations, travel frequently for work or have been in 

Parish Directories are (finally) in! 

If your photo is in there, you can pick your copy up at the 

parish office Monday-Thursday 9:00-5:00, or after mass 

on the weekends.  

Church open for prayer 

Just a reminder that the church is open for private prayer 

Monday-Thursday 9:00-5:00. Enter through parish office.  

SCRIP available 

Contact Anne during the week, or go to Regis Central 

Office. This is a no-cost fundraiser for the Parish. If you 

are giving gift cards for Christmas, why not check out 

what is available through Scrip to benefit the Parish also? 

Message from a Parishioner 

Let 's put out a word of "Thanks " to all those who 

worked so hard to keep our Church grounds looking so 

nice this summer. They did a great job. 

Calvary Cemetery 

Calvary Cemetery is having its annual meeting on 

Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2020, at 10:00 AM. It will be a virtual 

meeting. If you have any requests for the agenda, please 

notify our pastor or our representative (Sue Crisp).  If you 

are interested in attending, please contact the Vice-

President (Fr. Derek Sakowski) at frsakowski@gmail.com  

Mission Coop 

We are still accepting donations for the Mission Coop to 

help the Diocese of Kumbakoman, India. Clearly mark the 

donation for Mission Coop. 
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Christmas Sale in Gathering Space 

Christmas Items from L’Arche 

in Bethlehem, 

 some of which are made from 

wool. Also ceramic and olive 

wood items from a shop in 

Bethlehem. 

Sales staff will be available after weekend Masses from 

November 14  to December 20 or until we sell out.  

Sales items will also be available in Parish Office during the 

week from November 12 to December 21 

Scandinavian Bake Sale 

Because of Covid, PCCW members have not be able to hold their wonderful fundraising bake sale 

we normally hold at Christmas time. Instead members are going to hold a virtual bake sale of 

Scandinavian treats, with a limited selection available for pre-order. We will be taking orders for 

rosettes, krumkake, sandbakkels, and pizzelles. Prices are $11 a dozen or $1 for individual cookies. 

 

All orders must be placed by Sunday, November 29—TODAY!!!! 

Pick up day is Sunday, December 6, under the canopy by the Gathering 

Space between 11 and 2. 

The dozen can be a mixture of the 4 choices or just one kind. We will 

package in dozens unless other instructions are given. We can also make gift packages. 

  

Order forms are available online, at the parish office, and in the back of church. Payment should be 

made at the time of ordering. Make checks out to St. James PCCW. Orders can be returned to the 

parish office. Any questions, please call Connie Bushman, co-chair of the bake sale. 715-429-0703. 

Advent Drives: 

•Socks for Sojourner (warm new winter socks) 

•Snow Gloves for school kids (waterproof only) 

•Winter Coats (drive organized by Regis National Honor 

Society Student)  

Bins will be at the entrances.  

 

We are also doing our annual drive for the St. Francis 

Food Pantry. As of publishing this bulletin we haven't 

decided yet where donations will go but will keep you 

posted.  

Advent Virtual Mission with the Diocese 

“Preparing for the Birth of the Christ Child through the Eyes of St. Joseph” 

There will be four presentations, one for each week of Advent. The length of the talks will be roughly 30-40 minutes 

with discussion questions available at the end of each presentation and available to print from the diocesan website.  

The purpose of this mission is to bring people together to prepare for Christmas and strengthen the community in 

light of so much isolation. Parishioners participate by watching at home.  

St. James will have regular Zoom discussions on the retreat. Watch the bulletin and Facebook for dates and times.  

The title and presenter for each of the four weeks of Advent.  

Week 1 St. Joseph: The Man Selected by God to be Closest to Mary and to Jesus. – Msgr. Joseph Diermeier  

Week 2 Joseph and Mary: A Holy Love Story – Msgr. Joseph Hirsch  

Week 3 That Holy Night, through Joseph’s Eyes – Fr. Woodrow Pace  

Week 4 “Joseph, Son of David…You are to Give Him the Name Jesus” – Bishop William Patrick Callahan  

Christmas Mass Times: 

Christmas Eve:1, 3, 9 PM, Midnight 

Christmas Day: 9 AM 

 

Please sign up for the mass you 

will attend (signup is available on 

our website stjameseauclaire.org). 

Accommodating walk ins with 

Covid precautions will be very 

difficult.   

If mass times fill up, we may add 

another mass or two as needed.  

 

We will have two streamed 

masses: one for children and one 

for adults.  

Word and Music for Days of Holy Darkness 

Our annual Advent service 

with readings, songs, and 

periods of silence to celebrate 

the days of holy darkness will 

be live streamed this year. 

Dec. 17 at 7 PM.  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519
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