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Waiting in Exile 

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 
Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 
Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 
Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 
Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 
Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 
Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 
Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 
Jackie Lutz Principal, 
 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 
Shanna Donkers, Administrative Assistant, 
 sdonkers@regiscatholicschools.com 
Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 
 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  



    Message from Fr. Tom 
 

Hurry the Lord in near! That’s a line from a church song that rings out in my head as Christmas approaches. 
When I was a child, the idea of Christmas getting close made me really really, really, excited. Now it gets me really 
stressed—but in a good way, so no sympathy required! This year’s main stress that the staff and I are feeling has to do 
with scheduling for mass attendance at Christmas. As I announced at masses last weekend, it’s really important that you 
make an effort to sign up IN ADVANCE if you plan on coming to church. (As always, we welcome your participation 
online as well, and we will be streaming both a children’s mass and one more for adults.) My fear is that many will come 
to church without having signed up and we might have to turn people away. Who wants to turn away people on 
Christmas Eve when Mary and Joseph could find no room at the inn? But if the only other option is to put people 
closer than is safe for our COVID protocols, that is the sad choice we will have to make. I mean, if you come to church 
expecting safe distancing, and would not have come if there were not sure safe distancing, how would you feel if suddenly 
others came and sat right next to you? Plus, there is our pro-life desire to do everything we can to keep people healthy. 
We will use our Gathering Space as needed, but even that space will not be able to hold nearly as many people as before.  
 

I’m so sorry that this is our situation. I never in a million years ever thought that I’d have to worry about too many 
people coming to church. I want to see you all, but I don’t want to see you all at once! Please use our online sign up 
procedure, or call Kelly Beaudrie if that is hard for you to access. Again, I urge us all to be as charitable and light-
hearted as we are able. There are worse things, you know.  
 

As Advent draws to a close, I’d like to thank Bob Lightfoot who came to every weekend mass to play his arrangement of 
“Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord.” I bet you can hear that song in your head right now! 
 

I was so sad this week to hear of the death of Bob Martin. I think it was Lent 2016 or 2017 that he came to be our 
Parish Mission speaker. He lived in Arizona for the last several years of his life, but the bulk of his career was spent in 
Rochester, Minnesota, where he served as an addiction counselor specifically for priests struggling with alcoholism. I 
met him at a conference on alcoholism and addiction around 2007. He gave a great talk, and upon learning that he gave 
parish missions, I introduced myself to him. Two years later he gave a mission to St. Joe’s in Menomonie and then maybe 
seven years later he came he to St. James.  
 

His obituary closed by noting that he so often said to groups, “If no one today has told you ‘I love you,’ I’m telling you 
now that I love you.” Maybe that sounds a little corny but it was 100% sincere. Living with him for those two weeks, I 
can tell you that I was SO IMPRESSED by his receptiveness to people calling him on his phone looking for emotional 
support. I would say that any given day when I was with him he must have received about seven calls from people 
struggling with sobriety, and he never said “Can I call you back?” or “I gotta get going.” He just gently offered 
encouragement and love. That’s why I’m so sad that he died. How many people are like that in our world? I’m 
afraid it’s very few and now it’s one fewer. I take some comfort in his new power from heaven to intercede for us.  
 

Some sad news in our pro-life world is that efforts in the US to execute people on death row have accelerated in an 
attempt to kill them before the new president, an opponent of the death penalty, takes office. Most everyone knows that 
the Catholic Church opposes abortion; not as many know that the Church also opposes the death penalty. During his 26 
years as leader of the Roman Catholic Church, the late Pope John Paul II frequently called for an end to the death 
penalty. Among his statements, in 1999 he wrote, “A sign of hope is the increasing recognition that the dignity of human 
life must never be taken away, even in the case of someone who has done great evil. Modern society has the means of 
protecting itself, without definitively denying criminals the chance to reform. I renew the appeal I made most recently at 
Christmas for a consensus to end the death penalty, which is both cruel and unnecessary.” Pope Francis continues to 
stress this viewpoint and has called for the abolition of the death penalty worldwide. Our US Bishops, while 
acknowledging the pain caused by those who receive life sentences, insist that to “teach that murder is wrong by 
allowing the government to commit murder is not only wrong, but irrational.” Last week, the Bishops’ Committee 
chairman on Pro-Life Activities, Archbishop Joseph Naumann, called for an end to the executions, highlighting the 
resumption of federal executions was at odds with this season of anticipated redemption – Advent.  
 

Wow, that’s a lot of talk about death for this Fourth Sunday of Advent. If nothing else, it accentuates our need for 
someone to save us and deliver us from death. O Come, Emmanuel. Peace.  

 

St. James the Greater 2 2502 11th Street, Eau Claire, WI 54703 



3 Fourth Sunday of Advent 9 December 20, 2020 

13 December 2020, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday 
Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8; 19-28 
 
A friend forwarded an animated short film to me with the title “Joy Story.” Since today is Gaudete or Joy Sunday, I 
thought I’d give it a look. It was wordless, but I’ll give it words. There’s this enthusiastic puppy waiting on the dock for 
his master to come and go fishing. He comes, and off they go and soon the master is fishing from the front of the boat 
looking forward. He doesn’t notice a stork fly onto the side of the boat and take a night crawler and fly away, but the dog 
does and he barks like crazy, angry at the stork for taking his master’s live bait. The master just hears the dog barking and 
scolds him for being loud. This happens a second time with the same result. Poor dog is just trying to help his master and 
ends up getting scolded by him. So, a third time when the stork comes to steal a night crawler, the dog resists more quiet-
ly and a tug of war ensues with the stork and the dog each pulling on one end of the large worm. The dog wins the tug of 
war, and the stork flies away empty-beaked. The dog is happy…until he sees the stork on the shore with its three hungry 
children, open-mouthed, unable to feed her children. Moved with compassion, the dog sets up a pile of night crawlers on 
the edge of the boat which the stork sees and comes and gets. The dog watches as the mama stork feeds her children. The 
master is doesn’t see any of this going on, and we’re left wondering if he’ll again be mad at the dog because his bait is 
gone. However, what happens is that a big fish falls into the boat from above, and the dog looks up to see the stork’s beak 
full of trout dropping its load before it flies away. The master turns around, sees all the fish and gives the dog an approv-
ing pat on the head. A good day. (If you want to watch the film, click here.) 
 
Why do I take the time to tell that story? It tells us something about joy. Joy involves a conversion. The dog changed 
from just trying to protect its territory to acting with compassion and love. Did you notice in the first reading that Isaiah 
says “I rejoice heartily in the Lord,” AFTER he states his agenda and bringing “good news to the poor, liberty to 
captives, and a year of favor from the Lord”? It just accentuates the point that joy comes from a life of compassion, a life in 
synch with the values of God who comes to save his people.  
 
I’ve spent a good many hours listening to recorded lectures while driving. Probably the most valuable minute of all those 
hours was when a Jewish scholar said this: “Happiness is a byproduct.” I’ve mentioned this before here and will again, 
because it is a very important truth. It means that when we seek happiness, and especially when we seek joy, as our pri-
mary goal, it will always elude us. Maybe because it’s essentially a self-centered drive, and there is no joy in being 
self-centered. However, if our aim is to be good and order our lives toward that goodness—in our Christian terms, to 
be in communion with God and with one another—then joy results. It is a byproduct of being good. If you want to be 
joyful, focus not on your lack of joy but on your desire to be good.  
 
These middle weeks of our Advent feature John the Baptist and his call to conversion. He preaches a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins, we heard last week. That is a call to conversion to put aside selfishness and live for God, 
dedicated to doing what’s right, to being good.  
 
This week, we hear an interesting detail about John’s baptisms that we only here in this reading. It has to do with the 
location, and it’s very significant. The author tells us that these baptisms are taking place in Bethany-Beyond-the-
Jordan. So, when you go to the Holy Land you see that if people are going to get baptized from Jerusalem and all Judea 
they are coming from the west, like from Menomonie to Elk Mound to Eau Claire—about that distance and direction. 
And so while Israel tries to cash in on a pilgrim site on its side of the Jordan River, most people take the clue from today’s 
Gospel that John set up on the other side of the river to do his baptisms, which is in the modern country of Jordan. This 
is important because when people came for their baptism, they entered from the east, came up out of the waters 
and then crossed the Jordan river heading west to Jerusalem. Important why? Important because that’s the direc-
tion and place that the Nation of Israel walked during the Exodus when it left the slavery of Egypt and finally en-
tered the Promised Land.  
 
So with us. While Advent is most often described as a time for Jesus to come to us, it is very much also a time for us 
to come to Jesus. It’s about making that joyful encounter happen. When we make that choice, and live out that choice to 
be good, to be compassionate, to walk humbly with our God, we are the ones walking with God’s favor, leaving our old 
selves in the water that flows away to the Dead Sea, and rising we walk to the Promised Land, where our Lord awaits us 
even as we await him. Joy follows.  
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Mass Intentions & Schedule 
Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  
Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00 AM.  
Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Dec. 19 4:30 Elliott Campbell 
Sun.  Dec. 20 8:00  People of St. James 
  10:00 Adeline Maguire 
Tue. Dec. 22 Gary, Loraine & Adam Stuckert 
Wed. Dec. 23 Rita Bauer 
Thu. Dec. 24 All Christmas Eve Masses are for 
Fri. Dec. 25 the People of St. James 
Sat. Dec. 26 4:30  Charlie Notham 
Sun.  Dec. 27 8:00  People of St. James 
  10:00  Eddie Barnett 

Sermon on the Amount December 6, 2020 
 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (148) $14,059.50 
 2019 same week (232) $14,663.50 
Students $2.00 
Plate $71.00 
Total  $14,132.50 
 
 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Oct. 31, 2020: 
 Actual (July 1-Oct. 31) $200,794.00 
 Budgeted (July 1-Oct. 31) $202,500.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 
and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for  Dec. 6 was 

$6,457.92 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $39,352.60. 

Christmas Masses: 
PLEASE sign up for the mass you will attend—signup is 
available on our website stjameseauclaire.org or by calling 
Anne at 715-835-5887 or Kelly Beaudrie at 715-828-8313.  
When you sign up you will get to choose your seat 
ahead of time, so that’s fun. 
  
Accommodating walk ins with Covid precautions will be 
very difficult. We REALLY don’t want to have to turn 
people away, but we will if we can’t keep everyone safely 
distanced.  
  
If mass times fill up, we may add another mass or two as 
needed so stay tuned 
to the bulletin and 
website.  
 
Mass Times: 
Christmas Eve:  
1:00 PM,  
3:00 PM (this mass is 
completely full, 
sorry),  
9:00 PM,  
Midnight 
Christmas Day: 9:00 
AM 
 

We will have two 
streamed masses: 
one for children and 
one for adults.  

Advent Drive Results 
As usual, St James blew away expectations on our drives! 
Madalyn Ott, the Regis High School student,  who  
organized the coat drive. picked up a very full car load on 
December 10, saying “wow” the whole time we loaded her 
car.  
Meanwhile we have full bins of socks and gloves and food 
to distribute.  
Thanks all for your generosity.  
As an FYI,  Christine has a friendly competition going with 
a local protestant church about whose church is more 
generous….  Christine has been on a lot of local committees, 
and when it came to a question of resources—time and 
donations—she could always say “don’t worry about that, 
people in Eau Claire are generous and want to help” based 
on her experience with St. James. And she has never been 
proven wrong.  
Did you know we have a team from St. James going to 
Sojourner house on Christmas Day, bringing a meal and 
volunteering? This is who we are as a Catholic community.  
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Congratulations Mr. and Mrs. Maenner (Michael and McKayla)!  

Our new outdoor nativity scene is up and running—all 
accounted for except Jesus! Thanks Chuck and Jacky for 
getting this set up. Tk  

Our great Parish council of Catholic women members (plus Dan) getting ready to deliver poinsettias around town!  
If you happen to run into a member of our PCCW, please thank them for everything they are doing to keep this parish alive and 
connected. They delivered poinsettias to a lot of people, and are also running the “Calling with Care” ministry to make sure people 
feel connected in these crazy times.  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.
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Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.
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Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
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C
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Real results.
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Member FDIC 
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