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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

 

Hello! So, I’m writing this on December 17 because of an early bulletin deadline. I’m sorry if I miss some hot news in the 

parish or beyond. I think some of you read this online when it’s published, so maybe are seeing this on December 18 

already, even though the hard copies won’t be distributed at church until December 26/27.  

 

So, I don’t know if I can say “We had a great celebration of the Lord’s birth a couple days ago!” but I am confident that we 

did. I’m also confident that we relied on the goodwill of our ushers, our staff and all who came to church to understand 

with charity our need to limit the number of people who could enter the church. Believe me, I long for the day when we 

can walk around in church on a crowded Christmas Eve and tell people they have to scrunch together to make more room 

for people! But that day is not yet in this our exile from that Promised Land.  

 

This afternoon I am doing an interview with Fr. Tom Lindner in Wausau about the modern city of Bethlehem and my 

experience living just outside its wall from three months last year. I love talking about Bethlehem because I love the city 

and I love the people I met there. I’m happy to report that we were able to send to Bethlehem over $4000 from the 

Christmas items were we able to sell over the past few months to help them is this time of economic shutdown. The lion’s 

share of it goes to support the L’Arche Community there who provide daily work and deep community to about 40 people 

with intellectual disabilities. Some of it went to a gift shop owner I met who has had zero business in the last ten months. 

They sent me a notes of deep appreciation. I’m grateful to Sharon Bussard, Shirley Rosanno, and Anne Henriksen for 

helping to make all this happen. And I’m happy to say that I am booked to stay with a group of pilgrims next February for 

one night at the Gabriel Hotel in Bethlehem as part of our two-pilgrimage! (Room available since I’ve had many 

cancellations from our originally scheduled trip. 

 

Last week I wrote a bit about the Catholic teaching opposing the death penalty as part of our consistent pro-life ethic, 

and mentioned that the incoming president now opposes the death penalty. It occurs to me that perhaps everyone is not 

aware of the Consistent Ethic of Life, and how the two political parties in the US both fail to live up to this teaching. 

Typically, Republicans match church positions on church teachings on human sexuality, unborn life, and euthanasia 

while Democrats line up better on issues of war and peace, the environment, capital punishment, and poverty. I know this 

isn't true of all democrats and republicans. A major voice articulating the Consistent Ethic of Life was Cardinal Bernardin 

of Chicago, who happened to be the one who ordained me a deacon! He noticed that many advocates for the poor and for 

nuclear disarmament were also in favor of abortion rights, while many who sought legal protection of unborn life were 

also quite hawkish on the use of military force, opposed poverty relief legislation and supported the death penalty. He 

sought to link all these issues by their common interest in protecting the dignity of human life. The Consistent Ethic of 

Life holds that issues such as abortion, capital punishment, militarism, euthanasia, social injustice, and economic injustice 

all demand a consistent application of moral principles that value the sacredness of human life.  

 

When I first learned of the Consistent Ethic of Life, I was so excited because it seemed so obviously true and prophetic. 

Every human being bears the image of God and is due respect and reverence, including the unborn from the moment of 

conception, to the homeless person on our street, to the person who is a shell of her old self lying unaware in a nursing 

home with Alzheimer’s Disease, to the violent offender on death row—even the clearly guilty ones who might or might 

not be repentant. Our sacred duty is to never directly attack any human life, and further to encourage its flourishing. 

The Church invites us to protect the gift of life in all these situations and more and to consider none of them beyond the 

reach of a merciful God.  

 

I understand that while this teaching excites some of us, it disturbs others. I just hold it out to you as something that I 

have felt for years is very prophetic, counter-cultural, and true. I remember writing to my Congressman asking him if he 

was aware of it and if others in Congress were. He told that they did, though I have seen little evidence of that. Of course, 

the rub is that there is no Consistent Ethic Party, but rather two parties, neither of which use Catholic Social Teaching as 

their standard. And so you’ll hear our bishops sometimes supporting initiatives on one side of the aisle and the next day 

supporting initiatives from the other side. This is why, based on the many conversations I’ve had with people over the 

years, so many Catholics struggle so much with voting. Love life, value every manifestation of it, and be at peace.  

 

Happy Feast of the Holy Family to you All! Families are those people God has given us. We choose our friends, but 

not our families. Families are the laboratory where we learn to love…or where we fail to love. Let’s all take a breath this 

weekend, recognizing the importance of our family members, praying for each one, and resolving to do something  

St. James the Greater 2 2502 11

th

 Street, Eau Claire, WI 54703 



3 Feast of the Holy Family � December 27, 2020 

[Here’s a Holy Family homily from 2018…bulletin deadline too early for this 

year’s which will be posted on our website after Dec. 27] 

 

Sirach touches a tender spot in a lot of us when he tells us to respect and care for our parents when they grow old and 

weak.   

 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians—this passage a very popular choice for church weddings. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven 

you; above all, put on love. The first letter of Peter speaks similarly, that “Love covers a multitude of sins.” In families 

there is always a multitude of sins and so we need to provide an abundance of love as well. 

Luke’s account of Jesus aggravating his parents by not telling them he would be staying behind in Jerusalem reminds us 

that even the Holy Family had its trials as they sought God together.   

 

Here’s a little success story that took place outside of a family context. So I went up to Caribou 

Coffee to sip a cup while thinking about a Christmas message to share. Maybe you know that at this 

coffee shop on a blackboard behind the counter is a “Question of the Day.” If you get it right, you get 

10 cents off your order. The question was “Over how many days is Hanukkah celebrated?” That’s my 

field! I knew the answer. The only problem was that by the time I shouted out the answer (8) she 

had already rung up my order. She assured me that on my next order they would give me the ten 

cents if I let them know what had happened.   

 

So, while I’m sitting by the window, I see a man walk in using heavy duty crutches that appeared to be 

lifelong companions. It took him a full minute easily to maneuver his hardware and his body into one of 

the stores electric scooters. Once secure, his first stop was the coffee shop. The workers knew him and 

greeted him in a friendly matter. “What’s today’s question? Hanukkah? What’s that?” “It’s a Jewish holi-

day this time of year.” “Well,” he said exasperatedly, “I’m not Jewish. I’m Christian!” I smiled, and then 

instead of sitting there passively like I did when he was struggling to get into his scooter, I spoke up. 

“You can give him my ten cents from earlier.” She agreed and his eyes lit up like it was as good a 

Christmas present as any he would receive. Later, after coffee and during grocery shopping, we crossed 

paths again and he greeted me with a hearty hello. I was struck by how easy it is to strike a bond with someone with an 

act of caring.    

 

If we can strike a bond with someone so easily…2 things:  Why don’t I or we do it more often?  And, more importantly for 

today’s Feast….how much deeper the bonds with those with whom we live every day, who taught us how to tie our 

shoes, how to drive and how to pray?  …with whom we discover the importance of caring and being cared for, for-

giveness and simple presence?  

  

Families are not perfect, we know 

that.  People with live with irritate us 

more than just about anyone.  Around 

people with whom we feel safe, we 

often show our worst side.  Mom 

would say, “Well, I guess you can’t act 

like that in front of people, so you have 

to do it here.”  Still, let’s not forget the 

deep and lasting gift we can give to our 

families by being good to them.  The 

love we receive from a stranger’s 

random act of kindness lasts an af-

ternoon. The love families give and 

receive from each other lasts a life-

time.  
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Everyday Stewardship Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

 

The Gift of Family 

 

What a year it has been! How will we speak of these times a decade from now? As time goes by, our impressions of this 

past year will certainly change. How we feel today about dealing with a killer virus and all the chaos surrounding that is 

still fresh for all. I would assume that most of us right now are also holding those we love a little closer and hugging 

them a little harder. Hopefully, even if the fears and concerns of 2020 dissipate in the future, the way we feel toward our 

family should never leave us. 

 

Stewardship is certainly about everything. God has given us so much, great and small, profound and common. One of the 

greatest gifts that all have received is family. Families take all shapes and sizes and some look very different than others. 

For some, family is a caretaker or temporary guardian. For others it is a friend when everyone else seems to have van-

ished. The bottom line is that, to quote a song from many years ago, “people need people.”  

 

When God gave the world His only Son, the Incarnation did not come on a cloud or with a flash of light. He was born 

into a family. Jesus understood the gift of family all his life. Do you think that if having a family wasn’t important God 

would have still included this in the plan of salvation? 

As this year draws to a close, remember your stewardship many days begins and ends with the people closest to you. 

Don’t misuse or take for granted this precious gift. God gives us gifts on purpose, even to His only begotten Son. 

 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi 

Thanks for giving to the  

Retirement Fund for Religious 

“We are conscious of the great generosity of the many 

benefactors who support the Retirement Fund for 

Religious each year,” says a Catholic sister. “Support from 

the fund has been a tremendous blessing to our retired 

sisters.” Thank you for donating. 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00 AM.  

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Dec. 26 4:30 Charlie Notham 

Sun.  Dec. 27 8:00  People of St. James 

  10:00 Eddie Barnett 

Tue. Dec. 29 Tom BaDour 

Wed. Dec. 30 Becky Sweeney 

Thu. Dec. 31 Steven Patrick Nowak 

Fri. Jan. 1 Wilma Wittig 

Sat. Jan. 2 4:30  Steven R. Tomashek 

Sun.  Jan. 3 8:00  People of St. James 

  10:00  Devin Bien 

Sermon on the Amount December 13, 2020 

 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (128) $20,611.00 

 2019 same week (214) $17,763.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $145.00 

Total  $20,756.00 

 

Mission Coop $1,244.00 

Retirement for Religious $961.00 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Nov. 30, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Nov. 30) $257,364.00 

 Budgeted (July 1-Nov. 30) $263,515.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for  Dec. 13 was 

$150.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $39,502.60. 

Thank you to all who worked 

or donated at the Blood Drive 

on Dec. 14. We surpasses our 

goal by 13 Units! Amazing! A 

total of 36 units of blood will be used to save lives in 

the next couple months! The next Blood Drive we host 

at St. James will be March  

Mary, Mother of God 

January 1 is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. This 

year the obligation to attend Mass is removed but there 

will be Mass at 9:00 AM.  

Scrip 

A limited amount of Scrip will be available at the Parish 

Office during Christmas Break (Dec. 28-31). 

Church Open for Prayer 

The Church will continue to be open for private prayer 

Monday-Thursday. Please enter through the Parish Office 

door (#8) near the Last Supper Statue. 
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • IRRIGATION 
LIGHTING • MAINTENANCE 

715-832-0800 •  1403 122nd St., Chippewa Falls, WI

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

(425) 753-0748
 befitwithmi@gmail.com

 befitwithmi.com

Personal training in the 
comfort of your home.

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


