
St. James the Greater 

Where All are Welcome 

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time � January 31, 2021 

Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Sandy Makuck, Administrative Assistant, 

 smakuck@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  



    Message from Fr. Tom 

Welcome Fr. Corradi! If you read last week’s bulletin you know that I’m down on the beaches of 

Oconomowoc from a super long weekend of retreat with the Redemptorist Fathers. While I’m sleeping, 

eating, watching movies and praying (not in that order of priority!), Fr. Corradi is here presiding at our 

Eucharist. He was eager to come back and be with you and I know everyone will benefit from having a fresh 

voice to hear. If you don’t recognize his name, you might recognize him from the Fall of 2019 when he filled in for me for 

fourteen straight weeks, so I could spend that time in the Holy Land. 

 

Happy Catholic Schools Week! Every year at the end of January, throughout the U.S., parishes with schools set aside 

this week to reaffirm the goodness of Catholic education and have some good clean fun. This week, our students will be 

back in our hallways and classrooms after two weeks of virtual learning. Though I won’t be back until Wednesday, I 

hope to catch some of the joyful spirit. I know when I was in Catholic elementary school in the mid-late 20

th

 Century, I 

stood up at a Sunday mass and said something or another. I also wrote a couple things that were printed in the church 

bulletin. Remarkably, I remember word for one of the things I wrote: “Catholic schools provide a good solid education 

with a little bit of God mixed in.” I cringe that I stressed just a “little bit” of God, but I guess it wasn’t bad for a ten-year-

old.  

 

This year, you will hear some brief testimonies from parents about the good that they see in our school. I think most of 

you know, but in case you don’t, the school here at St. James in not technically a “Parish School.” It is one of three 

elementary schools that are part of Regis Catholic Schools, which also includes one middle school and one high school. 

The other elementary school sites are at Immaculate Conception and St. Mary’s Altoona. St. Mary’s and St. James have 

one classroom per grade, while IC has two classrooms per grade. These three parishes, along with St. Olaf, Sacred Heart/

St. Patrick, and Newman, all contribute heavily to subsidize the mission of Regis Catholic Schools.  

 

I have to say that it’s a real joy to celebrate mass with our school children every week, and I know that the school 

mass is the only mass that a lot of them will celebrate during the week. That’s sad to me, but also heightens the 

importance of it. I also enjoy rubbing shoulders with our dedicated teachers, making the rounds among the children 

during recess, and weekly classroom visits. The teachers do a great job in preparing their students to be excited about 

my visits. I hope that my contact with them is creating a positive impression of church and religion and Catholicism that 

will endure in their lifetimes. Special thanks to our principal, Jackie Lutz, and all our staff including the classroom 

teachers Cindy Sarazen, Kelly Wirz, Ashley DeVroy, Jamie Rosene, Kristin Kersten, Stephanie (Oates) Welke, and 

Amanda Bell. We have an equal number of excellent specialized teachers, including our own parishioners Laura 

Ripienski (aide), Emily Gehling (cook), and Heather Mecikalski who teaches the love of God through her music 

classes, and mass preparation. I pray that other staff know how appreciated they are.  

 

And of course I never want to ignore the important contribution that our public school teachers are making for the 

good of so many of our children. Six come right to mind, but I fear naming them because of the ones I would leave out. 

These six are supremely dedicated to their students and do so much good with their lives. Our parish ministry to these 

students in our parish religious education program that is so ably and spiritually led by Kelly Beaudrie and Beth 

Cerny, who love their students with compassion and creativity, and who are ever so grateful for their generous and 

competent volunteer teachers.  

 

Last, Ken White called me last week to let me know that his aunt, Dale Wollum, died. Some of you might know her as 

“Sister Dale,” one of the Benedictine Sisters from St. Bede Priory in Eau Claire, now closed. I knew Sr. Dale from my 

earliest days as a priest because she was on staff at St. Pat’s Onalaska where I was first assigned. We taught RCIA and 

Baptism class together. She used to tell parents not to name their children after movie stars or choose a name just for its 

novelty, but rather to choose the name of a Saint or virtuous family member. I took her point, but knew she was skating 

on thin ice telling parents what to do, and especially thin ice since she was talking to them AFTER their children were 

born. Clearly, she had a boldness to accompany her gentle love for which she is remembered.   

 

Sr. Dale’s spirit came out most fully in her poetry, including this excerpt from “Remembering,” that is fittingly for us 

this week because it is about her first day of teaching 7

th

 grade in 1945: “I see you then, the place you sat*The work you did*The 

indulgence you had*As you wondered about the teacher before you*It was obvious—You knew I was new!**I pray your life has been a 

blessing*With many things worth remembering*Among them a teacher who has remembered you*when you were young and I was new!” 

 

May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 

St. James the Greater 2 2502 11

th

 Street, Eau Claire, WI 54703 



3 Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time � January 31, 2021 

24 January 2021, Fr. Tom’s Homily 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mark 1:14-20 

 

My favorite part of a wedding ceremony the way I do them at St James is at the very beginning. The wedding 

party processes up and the groom’s parents escort him up to the front and they turn and stand together as the bride 

and her parents come up the aisle. Then, and this is my favorite part, the families do three things: the families greet 

each other, the parents hug or kiss their children good-bye, and then the bride and groom leave their parents and 

walk up to the altar alone. And so it is that a man and woman shall leave their mothers and fathers and become one 

flesh. It’s the good-bye to the parents that always touches my heart so much. There is a new family, a new center of 

their lives. To get to this current place of excitement on top of the steps, there has to be a farewell at the bot-

tom of the steps.  

 

I think of that with the Gospel account of our parish patron saint, James, and his brother John, leaving their 

father Zebedee behind in the boat. They are moving toward something exciting. They will be fishers of men, help-

ing Jesus spread the Good News to people that they are loved by God, called to serve one another, and look forward 

to eternal life. Sometimes, to move forward into something very exciting, with God at the center of it all, we 

have to let go of the old.  

 

The origin of the word “Decide” is from the Latin “Decidere,” which means “To cut off.” Decisions make us go in 

one direction but they also cut off other directions. That was never as clear to me as when I was ordained a deacon 

in Chicago in 1991. There’s a part of the ritual when my classmates and I had to promise to never marry anyone. And 

in the rite, probably because it’s such a big deal, we didn’t simply say “Yes,” or “I will,” or “I won’t,” but had had to 

physically step forward. That was a big step because it was moving me toward something but also cutting off 

something.  

 

I spent one year in 1995 in California finishing up some studies and I lived at a parish where I connected with some 

people. I still exchange Christmas cards with a few of them. After having been gone for a year, I went back to visit. 

Jim and Phyllis invited another priest and me to their home for food at to watch the Super Bowl. By happy coinci-

dence that was the year the Packers beat the Patriots. But what I remember most was Jim and Phyllis telling me 

about their expectation for continuing friendships. They said something like this: “We’re not Christmas card 

people. If people want to stay in touch in a meaningful way and actually call and visit, we value that im-

mensely, but we’re not interested in staying in touch just for the sake of staying in touch.” I’m no longer in 

touch with them, and haven’t been since that happy afternoon. I’m not really like that—you might or might not be 

like that. But the Gospel of Mark is kind of like that, actually--harsh.  

 

Mark’s Gospel account is a hard account. This year is the “Year of Mark” and so we will be hearing often his call 

to follow Jesus. We hear that Peter and Andrew, and James and John, leave a lot behind to follow Jesus. What fol-

lows in the Gospel is what following involves, and what it involves is taking up your cross, accepting the suf-

fering that comes from a life of commitment and the full embrace of a life of service. The consensus of scholars is 

that Mark is writing to early Christians who are persecuted and martyred, and so hearing that they will follow Je-

sus, who will suffer and die, ties directly into their experience. It is not a cuddly Gospel account, and bids us to 

take seriously the cost of making Christ, the crucified one, the center of our lives.  

 

What will following Jesus mean for you in the next week, month, or years? Is there a decision you have to 

make to leave something—people, activities, comforts—behind in order to let nothing stand between you and 

your journey of faith? Try this meditation: If you can imagine yourself in a boat of familiarity, and physically get-

ting out of that boat and walking to Jesus who beckons you forward—try that in prayer tonight!—perhaps the 

Lord will reveal to you what the boat you’re leaving represents and give you a taste of what exciting adventure with 

Christ lies ahead of you.  
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Fully Loving, Faithfully Teaching 

Compassionately Serving 

Truly Living, Joyfully Catholic 

THANK YOU to all of you who donated to the recent 

Knights of Columbus Lifesaver Fundraiser, it was a huge 

success! With your generous gifts, the Knights can do 

much to further a Culture of Life wherever the precious gift 

of life is threatened. Thanks again for your participation!  

Knights of Columbus  

JFK Council 1257” 

Weekly interfaith Prayer with music, prayers, and 

conversation about racial justice. The Baha'is will be 

hosting. The first 20 minutes will be for music and 

prayers, followed by meaningful conversation to build 

understanding. We hope to create ongoing dialogue 

among people of all faiths and backgrounds about 

eliminating racism, which Baha'is consider to be our 

country's most vital and challenging issue.  

> Join by going to this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82114633244?

pwd=NWF4SHQxR21BN2pVUHA1OGVrME8xUT09 

Meeting ID: 821 1463 3244, Password: 1844 

> OR Join Zoom meeting by phone: 

Dial: 1 312 626 6799  

Meeting ID: 821 1463 3244 Passcode: 1844 

Sermon on the Amount January 17, 2021 

 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (149) $16,672.50 

 2020 same week (208) $14,318.50 

Students $0.00 

Plate $83.00 

Total  $16,755.50 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Dec. 31, 2020: 

 Actual (July 1-Dec. 31) $322,891.00 

 Budgeted (July 1-Nov. 30) $310,891.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Jan. 17 was 

$2,187.92 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $43,715.52. 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  

Wednesday and Friday are School Only while school is in session.  

Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00 AM.  

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. Jan. 30 4:30 Steven R Tomeshek 

Sun Jan. 31 8:00 People of St. James 

  10:00 Julson Family 

Tue. Feb. 2 Liturgy of the Word 

Wed. Feb. 3 Anna McLeod 

Thu. Feb. 4 Steve Alf 

Fri. Feb. 5 Erwin Zurbuchan 

Sat. Feb. 6 4:30 Jack Flynn 

Sun Feb. 7 8:00 Mildred Pittman 

  10:00 People of St. James 

Famous IC Fish Boil Dinner “Drive-Up/Carry-Out” 

Coming Soon! 

The 37

th

 Annual Immaculate Conception Parish New 

England Style Fish Boil Dinners are fast approaching! The 

dinners will be conducted by Drive-Up/Carry-out only on 

the following Fridays: Jan. 29, Feb. 26 and Mar. 26. 

Menu: Alaskan Pollock, Red Potatoes, Carrots, Onions, 

Cole Slaw, and Mac & Cheese (if desired).  

All dinners are $11.00. Extra 8 oz. sides of Mac & Cheese 

are available for $1.00.  

The ST OLAF MEN'S CLUB FISH FRIES are 

back. We will be serving a Drive-up Pick-up Fish Fry on 

Friday, Feb. 5 serving from 4 to 7 PM. This is a drive -up 

take - out only. A reduced menu will be offered consisting 

of 3 pieces of beer battered or baked fish or, baked potato 

or french fries and coleslaw, condiments will be provided. 

Cost is $10.00 per carry-out. The St Olaf Men's Club will 

also be hosting a Drive-up Pick-up Fish Fry (no need to 

leave your car) on the following dates: Feb. 19, Mar 5. & 

19, Apr. 9 & 23 

St James School Events 

Feb. 16: Jeans for Jesus (Catholic Charities) 

Feb. 24: Early Release at 1:30 PM 

Feb. 25: Parent/Teacher conferences 4-8 PM 

Feb. 26: No School-Parent/Teacher Conferences 8 AM-12 PM 

Madison Action Day–How You Can Participate 

Madison Action Day 2021 is April 15, 2021. Please mark 

your calendars. 

Typically there is a bus load of folks from JONAH, along 

with buses from all over WI from WISDOM affiliates, 

heading down to the capitol to meet legislators and share 

their personal stories and concerns on the state budget. 

This year, due to COVID, will look different. JONAH 

needs YOUR input to shape how you can be involved in 

this important day! If you have participated in Madison 

Action Day in the past and would like to again, or if you 

are interested this year–please complete this form: https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/15_5pRr-

kT8Nt8S_w0SnIAnERDlza2w0TDhWT3o6XshE/edit?

usp=sharing  
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Sites around St. James  

Lent at St. James 

The Liturgy Committee chose “All Will Be 

Well” as our Lenten theme this year, 

considering life these days. There will be 

cards with that quote (from Julian of 

Norwich) available. 

 

Pope Francis’ newest encyclical offers us a 

path to consider how all can be well. 

We will be offering a Zoom group reading 

guide to Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti (On 

Fraternity and Social Friendship). In this 

encyclical, Pope Francis acknowledges the 

perils of both our divisions and our isolation 

and urges us to build and rebuild 

relationships, not just in our homes and 

neighborhoods, but between nations all over 

the world. 

This is a plain English study guide, makes Pope Francis’ message even more 

accessible by paraphrasing summaries of each numbered section with prayerful 

discussion and reflection questions that can help us see how Francis’ words 

apply to our own lives. It is a 40 page reading guide. The name of the book is 

“On Fraternity and Social Friendship Group Reading Guide by Bill Huebsch. 

The cost is $3.50 and can be ordered from Amazon or Twenty-Third 

Publications.com. We hope many of you will join us. Please contact Jacky Miller 

at jacchuck@yahoo.com or 715-404-7006 for questions and to register.  

Intro to JONAH Training - Feb 15, 6-8 PM 

Do you wish you knew more about how JONAH works?  

Do you want your congregation more involved in JONAH?  

Are you not sure how to get started in JONAH?  

Are you not part of a congregation and not sure how you fit in?  

Then come to this once-a-year virtual training and learn 

about all things JONAH and an introduction to community 

grassroots organizing. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSdXA4Uz0SoTgN1o8DurWTv_aqC-

Yj9qP0jT0Tdm8KKNHLT4eQ/viewform?usp=sf_link  

Welcome to the Church, Ian Patrick!  

Celebrate the service our youth provided to Eau Claire’s Community Table last week!!  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


