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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

This cycle of Easter Gospel readings has really been great. We had Peter and the Beloved Disciple’s race to 

see the empty tomb, Thomas’ great declaration of faith after seeing the wounds of the Risen Christ, The Risen Christ 

eating a piece of baked fish to show them he was not a ghost, then last week the Good Shepherd who lays down his life 

for his sheep. This week it is the beautiful image of Jesus the vine and we the branches. Next week it’s the 

commandment to love one another as he loved us, followed by the Lord’s Ascension, and, finally, Pentecost! I think 

Easter is becoming my favorite liturgical season, perhaps because I think I under-appreciated it.  

 

Part of what feeds my enthusiasm for these 50 days of Easter is the devotion of the “Stations of the Resurrection” or 

“The Way of Light,” or “The Via Lucis,” as it is variously called. This devotion wasn’t even around until the late 1980’s 

when an Italian priest started promoting it. Only 15 years later it was officially recognized by the Vatican as a devotion 

in the Church. I love it because I am committed to the notion that Jesus’ Crucifixion and his Resurrection are two sides 

of the same coin—the dying and rising both make up what we call the “Paschal Mystery.” Just as Jesus’ dying and 

rising are two sides of the same coin, so the Stations of the Resurrection serves to complete the Stations of the 

Cross. Without wanting to lessen the importance of Jesus’ saving crucifixion, I think it’s fair to say that in the bulk of 

Church history the role of the Resurrection in the story of our salvation has been underplayed, overshadowed by the 

Crucifixion. The Stations of the Cross is a devotion that started gaining some traction about 700 years ago, and for over 

100 years you probably wouldn’t be able to find a Catholic church without the 14 plaques marking these Stations. So, it’ll 

take a while for the Stations of the Resurrection to gain such a foothold in popular piety, which is why I’m glad St. James 

is promoting it in our school.  

 

Trusting that you know about the Stations of the Cross, I thought you might like to see a typical set of the Stations of 

the Resurrection. Since they are new, there are still some variations in this list, but this one is typical, as seen in St. 

John’s Cathedral in San Juan, Puerto Rico and on a meditation path above the catacombs in Rome: 

Station I: Jesus Rises from the Dead 

Station II: The Disciples Discover the Empty Tomb 

Station III: The Risen Lord Appears to Mary Magdalen, Apostle to the Apostles 

Station IV: The Risen Lord Appears on the Road to Emmaus 

Station V: The Risen Lord is Recognized in the Breaking of the Bread 

Station VI: The Risen Lord Appears to the Community of Disciples 

Station VII: The Risen Lord Breathes Peace and Gives the Power to Forgive 

Station VIII: The Risen Lord Strengthens the Faith of Thomas 

Station IX: The Risen Lord Eats with the Disciples on the Shore of the Sea of Tiberias (Galilee) 

Station X: The Risen Lord Forgives Peter and Entrusts Him to Feed His Sheep 

Station XI: The Risen Lord Sends the Disciples into the World 

Station XII: The Risen Lord Ascends into Heaven 

Station XIII: Mary and the Disciples Keep Vigil in the Upper Room for the Spirit's Coming  

Station XIV: The Risen Lord Sends the Holy Spirit 

 

Unfortunately, the school children’s last of four times praying these stations was last week, but we will be recording a 

version of it this weekend for our YouTube channel. You are welcome and come to pray it live—or even take a 

reading part!—starting after our Saturday mass.  

 

I probably spent too much time explaining that to you—thanks for reading it if you did. I sort of feel a mission to get the 

word out about this relatively new devotion in the Church.  

Lots coming up: Parish Bike ride this Sunday, May 2 at 12:00, leaving from 11

th

 St. parking lot. Regis Catholic Schools 

“Walk for Virtues” day of fun and fundraising, with an outdoor mass here for our students kicking it off Friday morning 

at 10:00 (we’ll still have the 9:00 indoor mass). And then—and boy did this creep up on me—Confirmation of our 

youth on Saturday, May 8 at 10 AM. For the second year in a row, Bishop Callahan has designated pastors to do the 

Confirming, so we will make the best of the situation. All the best to you. I hope this weekend goes well with the new 

“no reservation; seat yourself policy.” If it flops, we’ll adjust! Peace.  
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Shepherd's Closet hasn't been able to be open in the last year like we have in the past. So we are having a 

one day give-away - Wednesday, May 19, 10 AM-5 PM. Come into the back parking lot of the church and 

watch for signs. 

Clothing sizes infant through youth 14/16, Shoes/Socks/Underwear, Books, Diapers and wipes Miscellane-

ous Items. Face masks are required! 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 1120 Cedar St. 

25 April 2021 

Fr. Tom’s Homily 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

John 10:11-18 

 

A few months ago on one of my parish video chats, I mentioned a story I heard on the radio where a woman about my 

age was telling about the strained relationship she’s been having with her brother, mainly because they supported dif-

ferent people in the last presidential election, and basically see the world differently. With both frustration and puz-

zlement, she concluded, “I mean, each of us would take a bullet for each other, I know we would, but we can’t 

talk to each other on the phone for more than five minutes without losing our tempers and hanging up.” Wheth-

er or not you’ve experienced anything like that, it’s probably not too hard to imagine. Our ability to hang together, even 

with people we love, has been tested during these time, for sure.  That’s one good reason we need a Good Shepherd to 

keep us together. 

 

Maybe that phrase, “I’d take a bullet for her or him” can shake us to our senses. That’s basically what Jesus is tell-

ing us in today’s Gospel.  

 

The most precious thing I brought back from my three months in the Holy Land last year was an icon I commissioned a 

Jerusalem iconographer to write of the Good Shepherd. It shows Jesus holding a lamb in his arm. I thought it would be 

a good and beautiful thing for me to view daily because of my role as pastor. I liked the tenderness of it. One thing I 

was embarrassed to admit to the artist was that I didn’t know what two brown bars sticking out the sides of Jesus 

shoulders were. He looked at me like I was a fool, which I was, and said, “It’s the cross.” Sure enough, all the classic 

icons of Jesus the Good Shepherd have him standing in front of a cross. As consoling and lovey-dovey as it is to see 

Jesus cradling a lamb in his arms, the ultimate test of the Good Shepherd, the ultimate sign of his love in not ten-

derness but the willingness to lay down his life.  

 

It should give us reassurance in the Risen Jesus’ love for us, but as we who try to follow in his footsteps, it also gives 

rise for us to question for whom we would lay down our lives. Would you take a bullet for me? Would I, your pas-

tor, take a bullet for you? I’d like to think so, and yet I know that sometimes I get crabby just because I have too 

many meetings in a day. Sometimes our hearts can rise to the grand gesture but our bodies fail in the simple acts 

of every day service.  

 

So it is with us. Marriage is a great example. Ideally, marriage is nothing less than being the Good Shepherd for each 

other. I often preach at weddings when there is a mass that it is so appropriate to celebrate Eucharist at a wedding be-

cause hearing Jesus say “This is my Body given up for you,” is exactly what Christian marriage is. At the very least, 

yes, husbands and wives would take bullets for each other, because the very meaning of their lives is to lay down 

their lives for each other. That’s what makes it a sacrament. But will you visit your in-laws for the third time in a 

month?  

 

Who might you serve today? If you’re lucky enough to have a spouse near you, that person should be on the list for 

sure. Who else? Children? Of course. Who else? As we keep asking, is there really anyone we are comfortable keep-

ing off that list? 

 

We know we’re really catching the fire of the Holy Spirit when with Jesus our Good Shepherd we want to be 

good shepherds, too.  
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Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  

Rosary and Adoration are available after the Tuesday Mass until 

10:30 AM. The school Mass this week is Friday with 

limited seating. Wednesday will be open to the public. 

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. May 1 4:30 PM George Hanson 

Sun. May 2 8:00 AM Living Members of PCCW 

  10:00 AM People of St. James 

Tue. May 4 Michelle Pittman 

Wed. May 5 Rita Frank  

Thu. May 6 Eddie Barnett 

Fri. May 7 Lyle and Arlee Berg (School Mass) 

Sat. May 8 10:00 AM Confirmation 

  4:30 PM Jim and LaVonne Kelley 

Sun. May 9 8:00 AM People of St. James 

  10:00 AM Leticia Gonzalez Newman 

Sermon on the Amount April 18, 2021 

 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (170) $16,881.50 

 2020 same week (158) $18,706.50 

Students $7.00 

Plate $95.00 

Total  $16,983.50 

 

 

Easter $12,016.05 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Mar. 31, 2021: 

 Actual (July 1-Mar. 31) $497,464.64 

 Budgeted (July 1-Mar. 31) $465,010.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Apr. 11 was 

$2,332.92.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $53,794.28. 

What’s happening at St. James Elementary: 

May 7 - Walk for Virtues 

May 18 - Jeans for Jesus for Walk for Virtues 

May 31 - School Closed, Memorial Day 

Contact Randi Ann McVinnie to become a sponsor—

randiann.m@gmail.com, or 715-216-5981. 
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Confirmation will be May 8 for our St. James students. 

Please PRAY for these young adults as they prepare to       

become full members of our Catholic church.  

Busy Week-

end—the life 

of the 

church—

baptism, first 

communion, 

and blessing a 

wedding anni-

versary! 

Hearing 

Loop 

We’ve added 

blue stickers 

to the pews 

indicating 

which pew is 

hearing loop 

enabled. 

Please let 

those who 

need the 

loop have 

priority over 

those pews.  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Amy’s Angels 
Private In-Home Nursing Care

Amy Nystrom, RN

651.295.2483 
amysangelswi@gmail.com


