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St. James the Greater 



    Message from Fr. Tom 

Happy Feast of the Ascension! If you’re still not sure what happened to Ascension being celebrated on a 

Thursday, I believe it was over 20 years ago now that the Wisconsin dioceses joined the vast majority of other 

US Dioceses (not sure about worldwide) in moving the feast to the Sunday before Pentecost. The Dioceses of Boston and 

Lincoln, Nebraska, I believe, continue to celebrate it ten days before Pentecost on Thursday. Why the change to Sunday? 

That much I know for sure. It was so that more people would hear the story of the Ascension and celebrate it. A lot more 

people have been coming to the Sunday mass before Pentecost than were showing up for mass on Ascension Thursday, 

even though it was a holy day of obligation. So, it was a practical consideration. I think it was a good move, though I 

know some of you miss having it on a Thursday. He went up, either way, which is the key thing to remember. 

 

We had a great Confirmation liturgy last Saturday morning! Apparently some people thought it was going to be 

celebrated at the 4:30 mass, which might explain why that mass had fewer people than usual. 28 youth were Confirmed, 

and three lucky ones received an 8

th

 Gift of the Holy Spirit, in the form of a box of Girl Scout cookies—longer story to 

that, but it’s true. It was great to see three sisters from a wonderfully blended family all receive the sacrament together. 

Thanks to Kelly Beaudrie directing the whole Confirmation program and for putting the liturgy together for us, to 

Ashley King for teaching the sophomores, and to Dave Wood, Landon Cerny, Angie Eckman, and Maggie 

Skwierczynski for serving at 9

th

 grade small group leaders. Our candidates also spoke highly of the sponsors with whom 

they did some service projects and faith sharing.  

 

Our Parish Pastoral Council met on Tuesday. After praying over St. Mark’s account of the Ascension, we heard a 

summary of the parish survey, but decided to table our next step of strategic planning until we have a better turnout of 

council members. The leader of the local chapter of Habitat for Humanity is coming to speak to the Social Concerns 

Committee and we hope to draw more parishioners to this Zoom meeting on May 27 at 5:30 pm. So, anyone interested in 

some hands-on service, let someone in the office know and we’ll send you a link for that meeting. Christine reported on 

our upcoming Summer Fest. One new thing will be the availability of some off-site parking since some of the events 

will be held on the parking lot itself. It sounds like our good friends at Good Shepherd Lutheran will let us park there 

and we’ll have shuttles running continuously. That’s the idea for now, anyway. More on all of that later.  

 

Mike Kolstad reported that a new ambo for the church should be ready for use in about a month. What’s an ambo? 

It’s the fancy Latin/Greek word that the Church adopted for the pulpit from which the Word of God is proclaimed. The 

ambo itself will remain the same, but what is new is the platform on which it will stand. It will be the same height but 

five feet or so forward, so that it will be closer to the people. In front of the steel platform will be parts of the old 

Communion rail. You might recall that this is a second phase of the vision put forth four years ago when we planned to 

open up the space near the front of church by removing the Communion rail. After that initial parish-wide consultation, 

we received approval from both the Diocese of La Crosse Office of Worship and our own parish Worship Committee. It 

is the brain-child of Mike’s who saw it as a way to bring the Word closer to people and to highlight its proclamation.  

 

Since our last influx of new members onto the Council, we have had one person’s term expire, two people move away, 

and one resign, so we are looking for some new membership. The council’s consensus was that the best way to do this 

is to recruit a good number of people who would be willing to serve a three-year term on the Council (renewable once), 

and then pick names out of a hat. In the tradition of the Act of the Apostles who chose St. Matthias by lot to replace 

Judas, this method ensures that the selection won’t be a popularity contest or end up creating winners and losers, as in 

an election. The council has been meeting nearly monthly on the second Tuesday of the month, from 6:00-7:30. If you 

would consider having your name thrown into the hat, please let a staff person or me know. 

 

Last, we forgot to bid a fond farewell to Tom Bachmeier, who has now served a full six years on the council. So, I hope 

this written appreciation fills that gap just a bit. If you know Tom, none of this will be a surprise, but I want to say that 

he was a tremendous part of our council. With deep roots in St. James Parish, he brought a sense of history and 

represented the interests of our charter members well. He was sincere and shared often and well during our group faith 

sharing, which is very important. He was heroic when he co-facilitated with Ruth Ebert the Sunday listening sessions 

when we presented a plan for renovating the front of church and sought parish feedback about that. Throughout his six 

years, he was bold enough to contribute “another view” of things for all of us to consider, and humble enough to know 

that his voice was one among many. It was obvious to me that he loves God, knows God loves him, and loves all of you 

here at St. James.  Thanks for your service, Tom!!! 

 

Hey, how about wearing red to mass next week for Pentecost? Peace.  
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Fr. Tom’s Homily 

9 May 2021 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 10:25-25, 34-35, 44, 48; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

 

In the first reading, the author says that the Apostles and their followers were “astounded” to see the Holy Spirit 

working in the lives of non-Jewish people (Gentiles). That’s a tip-off for us never to try to limit God’s reach or activ-

ity among any group of people.  

 

The second reading and the Gospel reading both highlight Love. God is love. I often think that when people think 

that God is far away or they don’t feel connected to God, all they have to do is give or receive love, and God is right 

there. 

 

Love in John’s Gospel is not an emotional experience. He tells us that, more than just loving, we are to love AS JE-

SUS LOVED. That’s a tall order. That’s why marriage in the Church is a sacrament—because husband and wife 

promise to lay down their lives for each other with unconditional love and service, AS JESUS LOVED.  

 

It’s an intensification of the Great Commandment in Mark and Matthew in which Jesus tells his disciples to “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.” John’s version is less a principle and more of an invitation to a relationship and imita-

tion.  

 

Jesus also tells his Apostles that they are not mere servants or slaves to him, but rather they are FRIENDS. I asked 

our school children this week what the difference is between relating to someone as their servant versus being their 

friend. A third grader said, “A servant works FOR someone, but a friend works WITH someone.” I thought, 

“Through Him, WITH Him, and in him….” we offer our lives to God at every mass WITH Jesus—good answer third 

grader! Another said, “A servant works because he has to, but a friend works because he WANTS to.”  

 

A third student, a first grader, said “A friend wants to play with you.” I didn’t know what to make of that at first, 

but I knew I loved it. I recalled a movie title from years ago called “At Play in the Fields of the Lord.” I don’t remem-

ber anything about the film except the title, but the title evokes in me one important dimension of being a follower 

of Jesus: Joy. Jesus even says “I have told you this that my 

joy may be in you and your joy may be complete.” I think 

there should be a certain playfulness about us if we’re fol-

lowing Jesus. Confident that we are redeemed, that we are 

loved sinners, we can lived boldly, seeing the rest of life as 

gravy, now that our redemption is secured. 

 

Jesus tells us we will remain in his love if we keep his com-

mandments. His only commandment in John is “Love one 

another.” It’s how we should judge each day that we love. 

Did we love well today? 
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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Coord. of Liturgical Music mkolstad@charter.net 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Shanna Donkers, Administrative Assistant, 

 sdonkers@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

St. Olaf Fun Fest Grilled Chicken Dinner 

The St Olaf Men's Club is hosting a "drive-through pick-up" 

Grilled Chicken Dinner for our annual Fun Fest on Sunday, 

May 23 from 11 AM to 2 PM. You will not have to leave your 

car to enjoy this delicious chicken dinner. $10.00 per dinner 

for all ages. We will be serving a quarter chicken (white or 

dark meat), baked potato, coleslaw, dinner roll, and dessert. 

Save this date and join us on May 23. 

There is also a Virtual Auction being held for Fun Fest this 

year. The auction will go live at 8 AM on Thursday, May 20, 

2021 and end at 7 PM on Sunday, May 23. This is a link to the 

auction site https://www.32auctions.com/FunFest2021  

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  

Rosary and Adoration are available after the Tuesday Mass until 

10:30 AM. The school Mass this week is Wednesday as 

usual,  with limited seating. Friday is open to the public. 

Masks & social distancing are required.  

Sat. May 15 4:30 PM Adeline MaGuire 

Sun. May 16 8:00 AM Pat Johnson 

  10:00 AM People of St. James 

Tue. May 18 James Connolly 

Wed. May 19 Theresa Maenner (School Mass) 

Thu. May 20 Carl Robelia 

Fri. May 21 Dan Puetz 

Sat. May 22 4:30 PM Tom Bye 

  6:30 pm (outside) World Peace 

Sun. May 23 8:00 AM Seminarians of the diocese 

  10:00 AM People of St. James 

Sermon on the Amount May 2, 2021 

 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (146) $12,662.50 

 2020 same week () $6,824.00 

Students $20.00 

Plate $91.00 

Total  $12,773.50 

 

 

 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through April 30, 2021: 

 Actual (July 1-Apr. 30) $549,616.64 

 Budgeted (July 1-Apr. 30) $512,700.00 

 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for May 2 was 

$360.00 for a total since July 1, 2020 of $59,274.28. 

JONAH Story Day (see ad above) Learn more about our 

issues through stories from people who have been impact-

ed. Zoom link to attend: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81493872345  

Lightbulb Give away! 

There are free 4 packs of LED lightbulbs in the Gathering 

space—help yourself! Please only take one pack so there is 

plenty for everyone.  
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Do you speak another language?? Would you be willing to 

read one intercession in another language for the Feast of Pentecost 

to celebrate the diversity of our faith? Contact Jacky if willing. 

Habitat for Humanity 

The director of Habitat for Humanity is 

coming to talk (via zoom) to the Social Con-

cerns Committee about how St. James can 

get involved. All are welcome! Are you inter-

ested in Habitat? Come to the meeting! Thursday May 27 at 5:30 PM. 

Top and left—

religious education  

escape room. 

Right—PCCW 

May crowning by 

Carol Murray, 

assisted by Shirley Rossano. 

Blood Drive 

St. James, Monday, June 13 from Noon –6:00 PM 

Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org or St. James to 

schedule an appointment. Special off from our partners at Amazon to 

thank you coming to give June 14-30; we’ll send you a $5 Amazon gift 

card by email. Restriction, terms and conditions apply.  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Restaurant Quality Items at Wholesale Prices
 313 Hastings Place • Eau Claire
 Store HourS:  Weekdays 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-2pm

834-4800 • www.callifd.com

Bring in this ad  
and receive 

 $5 off your purchase 
of $25 or more.

No membership fee

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Mark P. Seyer
  VP-Business Banker/Parishioner 

mseyer@frandsenbank.com
4251 Southtowne Drive

(715) 832-8333
www.frandsenbank.com

Member FDIC

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Real people.
Real results.

frandsenbank.com  
Member FDIC 
PINE CITY 
320.629.2561

C
A

030519

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Amy’s Angels 
Private In-Home Nursing Care

Amy Nystrom, RN

651.295.2483 
amysangelswi@gmail.com


