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    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

Fr. Charlie Hiebl died at the age of 85 on October 2, the Feast of our Guardian Angels. Fr. Hiebl was pastor of 

St. Patrick’s in Eau Claire from 1985-1996, and served as the local Dean for six of those years. His obituary stated that 

during his time in Eau Claire he become known for his excellent pastoral care to the sick and the dying. I knew him as a 

very friendly and approachable man, and one who encouraged me when I was just starting out as a priest. Maybe he was 

looking out for me because we were both from Marathon County. In any event, whenever I give a talk about priesthood, 

I tell people that two things should be true of anyone wanting to be a priest: he needs to love people and love the 

Church. Fr. Hiebl gets at A+ on both of those scores. 

 

We had our second and final discussion of the book on Jesus’ parables last week. Mary from Rochester, NY Zoomed into 

the discussion, and Pete Wagener joined us once again from Russia. Pete says he hopes to be back with his wife Luba 

in a couple weeks. The author of our book is convinced that every parable Jesus ever told—he described 40 of them—

were all about the Reign of God and how we can choose to live under the Reign of God even now. How? I’m 

oversimplifying, I suppose, but I gather that we do this whenever we trust in God’s providing love, and whenever we act 

courageously in service to one another. Our next book will be a 2016 book by an up and coming Catholic teacher and 

writer, and a Franciscan priest, Fr. Dan Horan. The title is God is Not Fair and Other Reasons for Gratitude. It 

looks to be a fresh look at what following Jesus involves and the title made me think it would be good as we approach 

Thanksgiving. A November date TBD. 

 

This coming Monday and Tuesday, I will be down in La Crosse for the Fall Clergy Conference. Oh, good thing I 

mentioned this because it reminds me to order some snack bars from the People’s Food Co-op down there. I think I 

mentioned a few months ago that I was frustrated I forgot to do this before June’s Priest Unity Days. I’d call to order 

now, but it’s after hours. 

 

Speaking of exotic food treats that I like, did I ever mention my favorite donut shop in Grand Marais, MN? Well, it’s 

called The Word’s Best Donuts, which I thought was an exaggeration when I saw the sign. Turns out it’s true! But 

they’re always closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, so I planned ahead to arrive on Sunday, October 24, so I can there 

for Monday morning donuts. BUT, I just checked their website and the last day it’s open in 2021 is October 24. So, I will 

literally miss those donuts by about three hours. Poor me, I know.  

 

Anyway, the Fall Clergy Conference does not look too interesting this year. It’s a lot of administrative matters, including 

an update on the bishop’s plan to begin a diocese-wide capital campaign in 2022. So, I’ll share what I can about that 

when I get back. In the meantime, we will have our Diocesan Annual Appeal kicking off very soon. When you get the 

mailing from the Appeal office in La Crosse, I hope you will read my cover letter and look at the brochure inside before 

deciding on a possible gift. Other than our week to week “Commitment to Parish Life” offerings, this is the most 

important financial “ask” we make during the year.  

 

We don’t have the usual numbers for our RCIA program this year, so if you know anyone looking to become Catholic or 

to be Confirmed, let us know and we’ll get right on it. We have a good program! 

 

Eleven members of the National Evangelization Team (NET) came to St. James last week to lead our middle school 

youth in a 4-hour retreat. One of the seventh graders came up to one of the leaders afterward and gave him a big hug, 

saying, “I didn’t want to leave without saying good-bye.” So that was a sign to me that it went well. I just caught the end 

when our youth were grabbing apples and cookies before leaving. It was so good to see several of them that I had not 

seen in months and months. I look forward to lots of happy reunions with people of all ages as COVID eases in the 

months ahead.  

 

Upcoming: Saturday, October 30, 4-6PM, in our ginormous back yard, it’s this year’s “Trunk or Treat.” It’s an alternative 

way to Trick or Treat with families serving treats out of the trunks of their cars. We are seeking donations of candy, 

which you can drop off at the parish office or at either or our church entrances. Also coming up is the next “Italian 

Dinner” with homemade ravioli, on November 4. You know that will be better than donuts. Peace.  
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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  

By Liturgical Publications Inc. 

October 10, 2021, 28
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

If we are truly in love with God, then the basics are not going to be enough. That love is going to want to be expressed in 

going above and beyond, in leaving the comfortable and familiar, in stretching and growing, and in following a voice other 

than our own. St. Teresa of Calcutta rightly instructs us that for “love to be real, it must cost, it must hurt, it must empty us 

of self.” Being in love with God requires more than just checking the boxes of the commandments. It requires a sincere and 

unconditional self-investment. Desiring God with our whole heart, mind, and soul means that I must also desire a 

relationship with my neighbor with that same degree of fervor.  

Biases and prejudices usually occur when people are kept at a distance and treated as objects. We cannot truly know our 

neighbors, especially if they are different than us, if we keep them in boxes and do not listen to their stories. When we open 

ourselves to listen to another person’s story, we begin to realize more how similar we are than dissimilar. Being overly 

attached to our possessions, ideologies, agendas, lifestyles, and personal needs are absolute barriers to achieving the type 

of personal investment love demands. This is why following Christ can be difficult. It is less a matter of intellect and more 

a matter of heart and soul. It requires that we transfer our treasure from an investment in tangible secular things and move 

it into the Kingdom of God. It is only the gift of wisdom and discernment that can help us decide what to do and how to do 

it. 

Contemporaries of Jesus would know that a camel could not enter through the portal of a city weighed down with the 

baggage it was carrying. In order to enter, the baggage must be removed so that the animal could fit through the entry way. 

The same is true for us. We carry a lot of excessive baggage around with us that keeps us tethered to our past histories, 

wounds, myopic world views, prejudices, fears, and suspicions. To invest ourselves in the Kingdom of God, do God’s 

work and live out our love relationship with God, we need to shed the extra weight. While it may seem that a lot of that 

stuff is necessary, it really is not. We are much more than the things that we think define us and more secure than we think. 

The more there is to hold on to and the more that we carry with us, the harder it will be to leave it all behind. Many choose 

not to and walk away sad because they are not ready to trust.  

©LPi  

Pork Steak Dinner 

St. John’s Catholic church, Cooks Valley, will host their 

annual pork steak, sauerkraut, dumpling, and mashed 

potato dinner on Sunday Oct. 31 from 10:30 AM—1:30 PM. 

Cost is $11 per meal. All meals are available as carry-outs, 

drive-through only. Enter the drive-thru line at the west 

parking lot entrance. Enjoy a delicious meal, leave the 

cooking to us! The church is located on Hwy. 40 between 

Bloomer and Colfax, 4540 State Hwy 40, Bloomer.  

JONAH Celebration 

JONAH, the Chippewa Valley’s grassroots organization 

working for social justice, will hold its annual 

celebration as a virtual experience.  

It will be held TODAY October 10 at 4 PM. 

The program will showcase a keynote speaker on racial 

injustice, as well as updates from our Task Forces, 

celebrating new member congregations, honoring 

volunteers, guest artists, and more! 

Tickets can be purchased through Volume One for $20 

(you can also buy extra tickets to sponsor those who can’t 

afford it!) https://volumeonetickets.org/events/jonah-14th-annual-

celebration-virtual-10-10-2021 

Questions? Contact JONAH Organizer, Lynn Buske at 715

-497-8732 
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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Shanna Donkers, Administrative Assistant, 

 sdonkers@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Here are some things happening at school: 

Monday, Oct. 11: Lifetouch School Pictures 

Wednesday, Oct. 13: 1:30 PM Early Release 

Thursday, Oct. 14: No School; 8-11 Staff Development;  

  12-8 PM Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Friday, Oct. 15: No School 

Tuesday, Oct. 19: Jeans for Jesus - Sojourner House 

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  

Rosary and Adoration are available after the Tuesday 

Mass until 10:30 AM.  

Sat. Oct. 9 4:40  PM  Tom BaDour 

Sun. Oct. 10 8:00 AM  People of St. James 

  10:00 AM George Hanson 

  NOON Mass on the Grass 

Tue. Oct. 12 Liturgy of the Word w/Communion 

Wed. Oct. 13 James Connolly 

Thu. Oct. 14 William Keegan 

Fri. Oct. 15 Deceased members of the Edmond 

  Merkel family 

Sat. Oct. 16 4:30 PM Elliot Campbell 

Sun. Oct. 17 8:00 AM  People of St. James 

  10:00 AM Tom Bye 

Sermon on the Amount September 26, 2021 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (98) $6,564.00 

 2020 same week (96) $6,189.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $288.00 

Total  $6,852.00 
 

 
 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Aug. 31, 2021: 

 Actual (July 1-Aug. 31) $116,582.50 

 Budgeted (July 1-Aug. 31) $112,083.29 
 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Sept. 26 was 

$0.00 for a total since July 1, 2021 of $7,840.00. 

Men’s Bible Study 

A new men’s bible study group has formed, studying the 

readings for the upcoming Sunday. Come get a better 

understanding of scripture and liturgy. The first and third 

Mondays of the month, 7-8:30 PM, the Gathering Space. 

All men are welcome! Contact Christine for more 

information or to join. 

Women’s Bible Study and Women’s Spirituality 

A new women's bible study group has formed. Topic: 

Women in the Old Testament. When: 10 AM on the 

second and fourth Thursdays, in the Gathering space 

with masks required. Next meeting: Thursday Oct. 14 at 10 

AM. 
 

An existing women’s spirituality group meets once a 

month on the first Sunday at 6:30 PM in the gathering 

space. Topic: Matthew Kelly’s Life is Messy. Contact 

Cindy Sarazen with questions: cindysarazen1@gmail.com. 
 

You can attend both or just one—all women are welcome. 

Scrap Metal Drive! Bring in your old scrap metal! 

October 16-24. NO air conditioners or refrigerators. Please 

put batteries by the can cage. Thanks! 

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer 

Opportunity! 

Building Homes, Communities, and HOPE!�

St. James Social Concerns Committee 

is offering an opportunity to be a part 

of READYING/PREPARING a HOME 

for a family on 710 Eddy Street. What a 

great way to HELP. Just volunteer a few hours, a day or 

when you can. Days going forward will be Wed., Thur. & 

Saturday, but check ahead with Mary or Habitat.  

There is so much need in the Chippewa Valley and this is 

a place to start. IF you are interested in helping prepare a 

HOME and more information, you can email or call Mary 

Kolstad 715-577-6678 OR kolstadmary@gmail.com OR go 

to: Chippewa Valley Habitat for Humanity (cvh4h.org) 

Eau Claire Eucharistic Adoration: 

It is a great gift to spend time praying in the presence of 

our Eucharistic Lord. For a number of years the Eau Claire 

Deanery had the Benedictine Adoration Chapel in the St. 

Patrick's school building. That moved to Mondays at 

Sacred Heart-St. Patrick Parish when the school building 

became unavailable. At this time, we would like to 

survey the parishioners of the Eau Claire Deanery to 

gauge the desire for Eucharistic Adoration so that 

opportunities are available. If you participate in 

Eucharistic Adoration, or are interested in doing so, please 

take the time to fill out the survey found at: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3G6QT2 by Nov. 1. Thank you! Fr. 

Dan Oudenhoven and Ann Werner 
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Sites around St.  James  

Trunk or Treat!  

Last year we had so much fun doing Trunk or 

Treat that we're doing it again.  

Saturday, October 30 from 4:00-6:00 PM. St. 

James needs you to decorate your trunk with any 

theme and/or donate wrapped candy or small 

toys.  

Please put treat donations in the marked buckets 

by entrance doors.  

Email or text Kelly Beaudrie/Beth Cerny if you 

would like to enter your trunk! 

beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com or 715-828-8313 or 

elizabethcerny@hotmail.com  

Congratulations 

Matthew and 

Ananda (Feils) 

Lewellen!  

1
st

 graders chalking our sidewalks with faith-affirming messages to greet 

our weekend  mass- goers.  

Coat Drive 

The Social Concerns Committee is sponsoring a 

winter coat drive for Chippewa Valley Street 

Ministry during the month of October. Bring your 

gently used warm winter coats to the bins at the 

entrances. 

Music Musings: 

It is truly a GIFT when Worship 

Aids are available to read the words 

and sing again in a softer manner, 

but at least we CAN!! 

“Sing to the Mountains”? Refrain: Sing to 

the mountain, sing to the sea. Raise your 

voices, lift your hearts. This is the day the Lord has made. Let all the earth 

rejoice. 

Thank you all for keeping the “FAITH” and being patient. I 

know it would be nice to have all of the choirs back, however, 

for the sake of the St. James Parishioners and Staff, it is 

important to stay SAFE and WELL.   

IF you would like to join the musicians either by cantoring, 

small groups, or with an instrument, PLEASE contact Mary 

Kolstad kolstadmary@gmail.com / 715-577-6678 of your desire. 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! Submitted by Mary Kolstad 
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne
to place an ad today!
tbrowne@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2518

Amy’s Angels 
Private In-Home Nursing Care

Amy Nystrom, RN

651.295.2483 
amysangelswi@gmail.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that  
Share Your Mission

learn more: 920-430-0299


