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Keep your lamps burning 

 

Preparation— 

Examining our love 



    Message from Fr. Tom 

 

 

Blessed Advent to everyone. I thought our first weekend of masses went very well, thanks to our 

extraordinary musicians and some very fine servers. I’m sure over the next few weeks, the tune to “Keep your 

lamps trimmed and burning” will echo in our minds, which I hope is a good thing for you and not an annoying “ear 

worm,” as they call it. The song that we are using for a Psalm response is such a powerful and inspiring piece. I 

know that sometimes people hope for something new, but personally I’m glad to have something familiar at 

Advent—it’s like a “Welcome Home to our Advent” kind of experience for me. The Eucharistic prayer’s musical 

setting is a strain on our keyboard accompanists, so if you get a chance to thank them for their efforts, please do! 

 

On Sunday night I did what is traditionally my first task of Advent, which is to write out Christmas cards and 

stuff each one with a photo of me from the past year. Depending on who I’m sending it to, people get a selfie of me in 

the Bighorn Mountains with two moose in the background (which you can see with a magnifying glass), or one of 

my mom, my brother and me in a restaurant celebrating Mom’s 91
st

 birthday. I generally don’t send cards to people I 

see during the year, so it’s kind of a rag-tag list of about 50 people with whom I intersected over the years. Most of 

them go Seattle, Chicago, and Onalaska, with a smattering elsewhere around the country and one to Holland. In 

these days of e-cards and Facebook, I supposed it could be considered a waste of money and time to write out cards, 

but I like doing it on a quiet evening with some relaxing music playing the background—especially the album 

“Adviento” by Jaime Cortez—and communicating key events of the year to old friends and remembering with 

gratitude days spent together. It’s a prayer, actually.  

 

We will have two masses to celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on Wednesday, December 8, both 

in conjunction with our youth. The school mass will be at 9:00 AM, and the Religious Education mass will be at 6:15 

PM. This evening mass will feature baptisms of two or three of our students, which will be a special joy. I don’t think 

I’ve ever experienced a baptism during a mass on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. There is something 

fitting about it, though, since the feast celebrates the mystery of faith that Mary was conceived in her mother’s (St. 

Anne’s) womb without original sin, and of course one of the effects of baptism is that it removed original sin from 

the person being baptized. That’s a whole theological can of worms to unpack. Certainly, it’s not that the person 

being baptized is anything other than a beloved child of God before the baptism takes place, and yet we believe that 

Christ, through his Incarnation, death, and resurrection has brought the human-divine relationship back into 

harmony. And so, when we are joined to Christ—when we are initiated into the Christian faith—through baptism 

we embrace the truth that this reconciliation between God and us has happened and now officially a part of this 

newly baptized person’s life.  

 

The day before, on December 7 at 7 PM, we will have a Reconciliation Service, proclaiming the mercy of God and 

providing an opportunity for us to examine our consciences together. Because of Covid, parishes are not having 

large celebrations with 9 confessors. So, instead, as we did last Lent, we will have the service, proclaim God’s mercy, 

and those who would like to receive sacramental absolution can go to Fr. Schultz or myself to name your sins and 

hear the words of absolution. As always, I’m also available for confessions every Saturday at 3:30 at the Last Supper 

sculpture and by appointment. I always highlight Lent as the best time to avail yourself to this sacrament, a season 

more specifically geared toward repentance and conversion, and plan to have more times available for confessions 

then. 

 

Speaking of Lent, just before Lent, in early February, I’m still hoping to take a group on pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land. This is the third rescheduling, and things were looking up until this last Omicron Variant arrived on this 

scene. As of this typing, the world is still trying to see how contagious it is and how well our current vaccines 

defend against it. I have such a superb itinerary planned, so I’m still praying we can go. In the meantime, this virus 

surely is teaching us that we’ll all on this planet together and no one is safe until we’re all safe. There’s a call to 

conversion and something very Christian about this call to global solidarity and to serve the common good. Peace to 

you.  
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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  ©LPi 

December 5, 2021 

2
nd

 Sunday of Advent 

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the way and open 

the door for Christ. “You see that when the Word of God knocks hardest on 

your door, it is when his hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he 

chooses to visit those who are in tribulation and trial, lest one of them be 

overwhelmed by distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with drops, 

when his body is laboring hard. It is important to keep watch so that when 

the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If you are asleep and your heart is 

not keeping watch, he will go away without knocking; but if your heart is 

alert for his coming, he knocks and asks for the door to be opened to him.” 

When life gets overwhelming and difficult and we find ourselves feeling a 

bit downhearted and miserable, these words can bring great comfort. 

 

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time of 

self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, 

we fail to see the mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seriously the need to prepare the way 

for Christ and open our hearts in preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us deep within. It beckons 

us to seek out its source and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our 

darkness is so dark that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who journey with us, and God’s 

promise may bring a glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only 

light in the darkness is found in trusting the faith of others both past and present. 

 

We have to trust that God has already begun the accomplishment of good work in us and that humanity is on an incredible 

journey to something wonderful and awesome. God is not done. When we open the doors of our hearts, straighten the paths 

of our lives, and prepare the way, Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal 

at us. It is easy to get tired and confused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern what is of value, and forge 

ahead. Not allowing ourselves to become so weighed down by things and brought out of focus is a tremendous goal to 

achieve this Advent season. God is knocking. Answer the door. You will see and understand life in ways you never thought 

possible before.. 

Elegant Afternoon Tea 

December 12, 2021   |   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Lilydale welcomes ladies to join us for Elegant Afternoon 

Tea. Enjoy time with friends, delicious tea, and 

elegant scones & sandwiches. Our Speaker, Laura 

Reither, is a Catholic, faithful wife and mother of 9 (plus 3 

in heaven) residing in Delano, MN. She directed religious 

education at the parish level for 20 years and currently 

works in a Catholic school. Laura is actively involved with 

promoting the Sacrament of Marriage leading couples 

through marriage enrichment. Laura likes traveling, a 

good cup of coffee, and Dove chocolate. Come hear her 

presentation, “The Big Yes”! 

Recommended age is 12 and up, nursing babies are 

welcome. Please RSVP. 

Register online: www.lilydalewi.com/events.phtml 

Early Reservation by November 29 | $18 

Regular Reservation by December 6 | $23 

If unable to register online, please call Elizabeth DeCook 

at 715-874-4776 or email her at elizabeth@lilydalewi.com 

Notre Dame Parish Director of Music 

Notre Dame Parish in Chippewa Falls, WI is seeking a 

director of music to continue the vibrant music program 

in the parish. This is an up-to-full-time position and can 

be filled by a single individual or shared. The ideal 

candidate for this position is a practicing Catholic who 

understands the Liturgy of the Catholic Church, and who 

seeks to live out the parish’s mission of inviting all people 

to encounter Christ and inspiring them to become saints. 

Responsibilities include rehearsing and directing the 

Notre Dame Adult Choirs and Children’s Choir, along 

with recruiting and coordinating cantors for all weekend 

and Holy Day Masses. Excellent choral directing skills 

are a must, keyboard skills are required, and organ skills 

are also a plus. Salary is negotiable based on experience 

and ability. Please send a cover letter and resume to the 

Parish Office (akatz@ourladyofthefalls.org) attention Fr. 

Jesse Burish. 

No signup needed! 

Did you know you no longer have to sign up for mass? 

Just come, we can’t wait to see you! 
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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Shanna Donkers, Administrative Assistant, 

 sdonkers@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  

Wednesdays are school masses. 

Rosary and Adoration are available after the Tuesday 

Mass until 10:30 AM.  

Sat. Dec. 04 4:30 PM Ron Hunter 

Sun. Dec. 05 8:00 AM  People of St. James 

  10:00 AM Jane Norrish 

Tue. Dec. 07 John, Francis, and Marcie Maenner 

Wed. Dec. 08 9 AM (school mass) George Hanson 

  6:15 PM (RE mass) World Peace 

Thu. Dec. 09 William Keegan 

Fri. Dec. 10 Deceased members of the Robert  

  Schmeckel Family 

Sat. Dec. 11 4:30 PM Carl Robelia 

Sun. Dec. 12 8:00 AM  Dick Crisp 

  10:00 AM People of St. James 

Sermon on the Amount November 21, 2021 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (175) $16,552.50 

 2020 same week (124) $9,481.00 

Students $20.00 

Plate $99.00 

Total  $16,671.50 
 

 
 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Nov. 21, 2021: 

 Actual (July 1-Oct. 31) $229,022.33 

 Budgeted (July 1-Oct. 31) $226,983.29 
 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Nov. 21 was 

$95.00 for a total since July 1, 2021 of $13,870.00. 

Baptism Classes 

Classes are starting up again at regular times.  

Classes are currently scheduled for: 

Jan. 9, Jan. 30, Feb. 13. 

Please let Ruth, the instructor, know if you plan to attend, 

at ruthebert78@ymail.com or 715-225-4959. 

Retirement Fund for Religious  

Give in thanksgiving. "I shall always be grateful for my 

Catholic education" writes a donor. Please join in thanking 

the thousands of senior Catholic sisters, brothers and 

religious order priests who worked tirelessly to educate 

the young and serve those in need. Next week is the 

collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious, which 

helps hundreds of religious communities care for aging 

members. Please give generously. Envelopes are in the 

pews. 

St Olaf PCCW’s 

Christmas Bake Sale 

Saturday, Dec. 11
th

, 2021 

10:00 to NOON 

All baked goods will be prepackaged. 

2407 North Lane, Eau Claire 

Building Homes, Communities, and HOPE!  

The week after Thanksgiving, we will 

continue volunteer activities with the Eddy 

Street home. Next on our to-do list is 

drywall, flooring, painting, and cabinets. 

Any donation can be made directly on the 

www.cvh4h.org donate website and goes 

directly to the local chapter. Check or cash donations that 

are addressed to Chippewa Valley Habitat for Humanity/

CVH4H go directly to them as well. OR mail to 145 N. 

Clairemont Ave. Questions? Email 

MaryKolstad@kolstadmary@gmail.com or CALL 715-577-

6678. Your donations will be welcomed and appreciated! 

Music Musings: How Will They Know? 

Tuesday evening, Nov. 23, the combined Good Shepherd 

& St. James choir members sang a beautiful message! The 

following is one of the verses--- 

  If not from my hands, how will they learn to give?  

  If not from my heart, then where will love begin? 

  If they never see Christ alive in me, how will they know,  

  How will they know  God’s love? Words and Music by 

Mark Patterson 

May the music that keep our hearts alive with the 

messages of Christ and his love for us! We have had a long 

struggle with Covid, keeping our parishioners safe, AND 

helping to keep the FAITH in our heavy hearts.  

May God’s LOVE shine through the WORD and MUSIC 

@ St. James. Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

through this Advent Season. May HOPE and LOVE be 

with you! 

IF you would like to join the musicians either by 

cantering, small groups, or with an instrument, PLEASE 

contact Mary Kolstad kolstadmary@gmail.com / 715-577-

6678 of your desire. ALL ARE WELCOME!! Submitted by 

Mary Kolstad 
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Prayer Exchange 

We are exchanging names for 

Christmas!! Receive the name of a 

person or family to pray for over 

the Advent season. At the end of 

Advent share with that person or 

family who was praying for them! 

Its a Secret Santa with Prayer 

instead of Presents! Presence 

instead of Presents. 

If you would like to be part of this prayer exchange, please 

contact Beth Cerny at elizabethcerny@hotmail.com  

Word and Music for Days of 

Holy Darkness 

Our annual Advent service with 

readings, songs, and periods of 

silence to relax into the days of 

holy darkness. Dec. 21 at 7 PM.  

Mass for Immaculate Conception 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is 

Wednesday Dec. 8. We will have mass on Wednesday at 

9 AM (school mass) and 6:15 PM (Religious Education 

mass with plenty of space for parishioners). 

Advent Drive: 

Snow Gloves for school kids (waterproof only) and home-

less adults.  

Bins will be at the entrances.  

Advent Communal Reconciliation! 

Tuesday Dec. 7 at 7 PM, , at St. James 

Communal prayer with opportunity for brief, outdoor 

individual confession.  

Christmas Mass Times: 

Christmas Eve:2:30, 4:30, 6:30, 9 PM 

Christmas Day: 9 AM 

Feast of the Holy Family: 8 and 10 AM 

(no 4:30 Mass) 

The 9 PM mass will be live-streamed.  

To accommodate different preferences 

regarding social distancing, as well as larger attendance: 

The 2:30 and 4:30 Masses will have all pews available. 

The 6:30 mass will have all pews socially distanced. 

The 9 PM and 9 AM will have our normal half and half.  

Right: 

only 

SOME of 

the many 

donations 

for the 

food 

pantry. 

Left: our amazing parish mailing 

crew, stuffing newsletters! 

Bottom: congratulations Rita and 

Victor! 

Strategic Planning 

St. James the Greater began a 2022-2025 Strategic 

Planning process in March 2021.  

Paula Winter, Pastoral Council chair, gathered 

information from an all parish survey, individual and 

group meetings with parish staff, individual meetings 

with Father Tom, and completing a SWOT (Strength, 

Weakness, Opportunity, Threats) process with the Social 

Concerns Committee, Parish Council, Music Ministry 

Team, Religious Education personnel, the PCCW (Parish 

Council of Catholic Women), and Parish Finance 

Council.   

To see the results of the strategic plan, join Paula for 

her presentation after all of the masses Dec. 11/12.  
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne
to place an ad today!
tbrowne@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2518

Amy’s Angels 
Private In-Home Nursing Care

Amy Nystrom, RN

651.295.2483 
amysangelswi@gmail.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that  
Share Your Mission

learn more: 920-430-0299


