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Happy Pink Candle Sunday! This Third Sunday of Advent is the Sunday for Joy, which is why we go with the pink 

candle. Apparently pink stands for joy, though personally it’s not a color that brings me joy. Some things we just have to 

go along with when we are part of a wider story than our own individual story. If it were my own preference, I’d go with 

yellow, but if I go with my own story and detach myself from the story of the People of God I’d be missing out on a 

whole lot of hope and mercy and salvation. So, I guess pink is OK. Besides, if we put a yellow candle in with all the other 

purple candles, it would maybe look a little too much like a Vikings wreath instead of an Advent wreath. So, it’s settled: 

pink it is. 

 

The best thing I learned about joy, and forgive me if I say this again in my video chat and/or homily, is that it is a 

byproduct. Maybe if I mention it here, in the video chat, AND in the homily this weekend, it will sink in better. But 

here’s the idea: By calling joy a byproduct, I mean that it results from something else, and that something else is 

trying to be good by doing God’s will. If we just try to be joyful directly, it generally fails. But if we are set on being 

good and doing God’s will, then our lives become marked by joy as a consequence. I really I think that’s true. 

 

Here’s my hope for parents: that they will communicate to their children that they want their children to be good. I 

think it’s more common to hear parents say that they want their children to be happy. It takes faith and trust, but I 

believe that if we can instill in one another a desire to be good rather than a desire to be happy, we will end up with the 

deeper happiness that we call joy. Joy doesn’t come from getting what we want, but from being in communion with our 

Creator, and Jesus shows us the way—in short, by being good, as he defines it—knowing ourselves as beloved children 

of God and serving one another. Think of the most joyful people you know—aren’t they good? Isn’t that the source 

of their joy? 

 

I’m really sorry that we had sound issues last weekend. I’m hoping we can figure it out. Apparently, at our most 

attended mass on Saturday, it was very difficult to hear the reader and me. 8:00 was better and then difficult again at 

10:00. I can tell you that my voice was very hoarse after that last mass because I was trying to speak more loudly than 

usual. We also had a lot of flickering lights in the sanctuary. I’m not sure what’s going on, but I’m sure it can be annoying 

to people.  

 

We have some interesting feast days coming up this week. St. Lucy in on Monday, December 13 and St. John of the 

Cross is on December 14. St. Lucy is the one whose stature features her holding one or both of her eyeballs in her hand.  

Apparently, she maimed herself to make herself ugly so that her suitors would back off and she could be the bride of 

Christ alone. It’s sad that she had to go to such an extreme measure, but that’s the way it was back then. Our parishioner 

Erin Perzichelli told me that she has an appointment to have baby delivered on the 14
th

, if the baby doesn’t decide 

otherwise beforehand. If the child is born on the 14
th

, he or she would be blessed to share the deep spiritual sensitivity of 

that day’s saint. St. John of the Cross wrote beautiful poetry with commentary, referring to God as a “Living Flame of 

Love” that tenderly wounds the human heart, and spoke of the spiritual life as an ascent of a mountain. My favorite 

quote of his is, “Where there is no love, put love, and you will find love.”  

 

I have been so impressed by our newly trained 5
th

 grade altar servers. With the pandemic, they got a late start and 

serving, but I can tell you there is an advantage to training 11-year-olds versus 10-year olds. That must be a big year for 

advancing in poise and wisdom. I trained our school students a couple weeks ago and will be training our religious 

education students this Wednesday. I also want to shout a kudo to Sam Ebert who served solo with no adult server to 

point the way last weekend. And Cash Cerny went the extra mile serving at another mass when he identified the 

opening quote from the homily as coming from a Star Wars episode.  

 

So, Advent blessings to all. Did you get some time of sacred stillness in the past week? We will have a great opportunity 

for that on Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00 for when we have an hour of reflection we all Word and Music for Days of Holy 

Darkness.  

 

Peace.  
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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  ©LPi 

December 12, 2021 

3
rd

 Sunday of Advent 

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver 

us!" St. Teresa of Avila 

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” In 

many ways, it really is. When was the last time you really 

laughed? The gift of imagination allows us to see possible 

things that are yet to be. Imagine a world filled with laughter. 

We take life too seriously sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, 

pressure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad other human 

experiences can rob us of the joy needed for laughter. God 

never promised us an easy road, and we do have to take the 

course of our lives seriously. However, there is a balance to be 

sought and a possible joy that can be brought even to the 

darkest and most challenging of encounters. 

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in the material objects surrounding us but in the inner recesses of 

the soul. One can possess joy in a prison cell as well as in a palace.” Falling in love with God, who is present in all of 

creation, allows us to bring a depth of understanding to everything we do and experience. We can more easily see above 

and beyond things while pursuing the only One who can truly satisfy our hearts. When we realize that God, the king of 

Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further misfortune to fear. We can celebrate the wonder and beauty of God’s 

gift of joy. It is no wonder that many saints radiate joy and have no reservations expressing laughter. They are happy 

because they have found a pearl of great price. 

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as we ready ourselves, even 

more excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be discouraged. If you haven’t laughed in a while, 

why? Something is preventing you from expressing the magnificence of your soul and the presence of God who dwells 

within. God’s power and presence within us assures us that we are loved and kept in that presence. What more is really 

needed? Rejoice and laugh in the presence of God! It really is the best medicine and a most perfect way to convince others 

that God is really with us. “Go ahead, laugh! Live your life with joy and serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, with peace, is 

the sister of charity. Serve the Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina) 

DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE GUIDELINES FOR 

REPORTING INSTANCES OF CHILD ABUSE The 

Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and procedures, 

seeks to provide a prompt, appropriate and 

compassionate response to reporters of sexual abuse of a 

child by any diocesan agent (bishop, priest, deacon, 

employee, religious, vendor or volunteer). Anyone 

wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse 

should send that report to Mrs. Teresa Brown, Complaint 

Intake Agent, at the Diocese of La Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, 

La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. Alternatively, you can 

contact Mrs. Brown at 608.791.0179 or 

intakeagent@diolc.org. The reporting form is available 

through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of Safe 

Environment or on the diocesan website at: diolc.org/

safeenvironment/reporting. Individuals are also 

encouraged to take their reports directly to civil 

authorities. Copies of the diocesan policy are available 

through your local Parish and on the diocesan website. If 

you have any questions about the Diocese of La Crosse 

and the implementation of the Charter for the Protection 

of Children and Young People, please contact Teresa 

Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at 608.791.2679 or 

tbrown@diolc.org. 

Growing Through Grief 

God doesn't give us what we can handle, God helps us handle what 

we are given.  " 

All Are Welcome" as we create an environment of hope, 

support, respect, coping skills, care plans and mutual 

trust for anyone experiencing the loss of a loved one. This 

is a place to share positive discussions on a topic that is 

emotional, physical, sensitive and private. What is said in 

this group, stays in the group.   

We realize that there is a tremendous need.  

Our next group will be held on the following dates: 

12/17/2021, 12/31/2021, 1/7/2022, 1/14/2022, 1/21/2022 

and 1/28/2022 all at 1:15 PM in the Gathering Space at St. 

James.   

For more information or to join the group please contact 

Pat Hanson at 715-835-9811, or the St. James Parish office 

at 715-835-5887. 

Recycle old Christmas lights 

Have a string of lights that don’t work anymore? You can 

recycle them at the Courthouse! A parishioner is willing to 

collect them at church and bring them to the courthouse. 

There is a bin for collection in the Gathering Space. 
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Parish Staff  Phone: 715-835-5887 

Fr. Tom Krieg  Pastor  tom4664@aol.com 

Christine Warloski Pastoral Associate christine@stjameseauclaire.org 

Jacky Miller Pastoral Minister jacchuck@yahoo.com 

Anne Henriksen  Office Manager stjameseac@aol.com 

Mary Kolstad  Crd. of Liturgical Music kolstadmary@gmail.com 

Kelly Beaudrie  Dir. of Religious Ed. beaudrie.kelly@gmail.com 

Beth Cerny Crd. of Religious Ed elizabethcerny@hotmail.com 

St. James School Phone: 715-830-2277 

Jackie Lutz Principal, 

 jlutz@regiscatholicschools.com 

Shanna Donkers, Administrative Assistant, 

 sdonkers@regiscatholicschools.com 

Linda Schultz, Commission Rep.-RCS, 

 linda1735@gmail.com  

Bulletin deadlines: end of day Mondays.  

Mass Intentions & Schedule 

Weekday masses are at 9 :00 AM Tuesday-Friday.  

Wednesdays are school masses. 

Rosary and Adoration are available after the Tuesday 

Mass until 10:30 AM.  

Sat. Dec. 11 4:30 PM Carl Robelia 

Sun. Dec. 12 8:00 AM  Dick Crisp 

  10:00 AM People of St. James 

Tue. Dec. 14 Larry Hagens 

Wed. Dec. 15 Mark Striet 

Thu. Dec. 16 Jim Connolly 

Fri. Dec. 17 Dorothy Rader 

Sat. Dec. 18 4:30 PM Tom BaDour 

Sun. Dec. 19 8:00 AM  Elliot Campbell 

  10:00 AM People of St. James 

Sermon on the Amount November 28, 2021 

Sunday Adult Envelopes (105) $6,902.34 

 2020 same week (91) $7,430.00 

Students $0.00 

Plate $129.00 

Total  $7,031.34 
 

 
 

Year to date Adult Env./CPL Income through Oct. 31, 2021: 

 Actual (July 1-Oct. 31) $229,022.33 

 Budgeted (July 1-Oct. 31) $226,983.29 
 

Long term maintenance & facilities improvement fund 

and Past*Present*Future Campaign income for Nov. 21 was 

$1,750.00 for a total since July 1, 2021 of $15,620.00. 

Baptism Classes 

Classes are starting up again at regular times.  

Classes are currently scheduled for: 

Jan. 9, Jan. 30, Feb. 13. 

Please let Ruth, the instructor, know if you plan to attend, 

at ruthebert78@ymail.com or 715-225-4959. 

Support aging religious. Envelopes are in the pews for 

the Retirement Fund for Religious. Many senior Catholic 

sisters, brothers and religious order priests served for 

years for small stipends. Today, many religious communi-

ties do not have enough savings to meet retirement needs. 

Your gift helps pay for medications, nursing care and oth-

er needs for tens of thousands of elderly religious. It also 

helps ensure younger members can continue the good 

works of their elders. Please be generous.  

Notre Dame Parish Director of Music 

Notre Dame Parish in Chippewa Falls, WI is seeking a 

director of music to continue the vibrant music program 

in the parish. This is an up-to-full-time position and can 

be filled by a single individual or shared. The ideal 

candidate for this position is a practicing Catholic who 

understands the Liturgy of the Catholic Church, and who 

seeks to live out the parish’s mission of inviting all people 

to encounter Christ and inspiring them to become saints. 

Responsibilities include rehearsing and directing the 

Notre Dame Adult Choirs and Children’s Choir, along 

with recruiting and coordinating cantors for all weekend 

and Holy Day Masses. Excellent choral directing skills are 

a must, keyboard skills are required, and organ skills are 

also a plus. Salary is negotiable based on experience and 

ability. Please send a cover letter and resume to the Parish 

Office (akatz@ourladyofthefalls.org) attention Fr. Jesse 

Burish. 

Christmas Mass Times: 

Christmas Eve:2:30, 4:30, 6:30, 9 PM 

Christmas Day: 9 AM 

Feast of the Holy Family: 8 and 10 AM 

(no 4:30 Mass) 

The 9 PM mass will be live-streamed.  

To accommodate different preferences 

regarding social distancing, as well as larger attendance: 

The 2:30 and 4:30 Masses will have all pews available. 

The 6:30 PM mass will have all pews socially distanced. 

The 9 PM and 9 AM will have our normal half and half.  

Sojourner House 

Did you know that St. James has three teams going to 

Sojouner house regularly? If you are feeling called to do a 

little extra service this season, maybe you might want to 

join them! The teams go on the third Thursday (12/16), 

fourth Friday (12/24) and fifth Friday (12/31). If you are 

interested in helping out, let Christine know: 

christine@stjameseauclaire.org or 715-835-5887. 

What’s happening at St. James Elementary 

Wednesday, Dec. 15:  

Christmas Program K-2 at 1 PM; 3-5 at 2:15 PM 

Tuesday, Dec. 21:  

Jeans for Jesus-Mitten and Sock Collection 

Dec. 23-Jan. 2 Closed for Christmas Break 
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Word and Music for Days 

of Holy Darkness 

Our annual Advent service with 

readings, songs, and periods of 

silence.Relax into the days of 

holy darkness.  

Dec. 21 at 7 PM.  

Strategic Planning THIS WEEKEND 

St. James the Greater began a 2022-2025 Strategic 

Planning process in March 2021.  

Paula Winter, Pastoral Council chair, gathered 

information from an all parish survey, individual and 

group meetings with parish staff, individual 

meetings with Father Tom, and completing a SWOT 

(Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, Threats) process 

with the Social Concerns Committee, Parish 

Council, Music Ministry Team, Religious Education 

personnel, the PCCW (Parish Council of Catholic 

Women), and Parish Finance Council.   

To see the results of the strategic plan, join Paula 

for her presentation after all of the masses Dec. 

11/12.  

Eau Claire Homeless Vigil 

Each year, scores of unhoused 

people die in our state; some with 

no obituary, funeral, or burial. On 

the eve of the longest night, our 

community will hold space for 

those who have died this year. We 

will gather to pray, light 

candles, and remember. We 

hope this will be a 

transformative moment 

when we all decide to work 

together to end the injustice of homelessness in Eau 

Claire. Please join your neighbors at the Phoenix 

Park labyrinth from 5:00 to 5:30 PM on Monday, 

December 20. Organized by the JONAH Religious 

Leaders Coalition, please call Lynn at 715-497-8732 

for more information. 

Three full carloads of donated food for the 

food pantry! Way to go St. James! 

Photos from RE Family Advent 

Night: Escape room, names of Jesus 

links for Christmas tree, prayer wall  

Technology Committee 

Are you tech savvy? We need you! We are looking to form 

a technology committee help assess and diagnose 

technology issues at the parish. For example, the Wi-Fi is 

bad during Religious Education nights—why? Who do we 

ask about it? We need someone to advise us. Can you 

help? Talk to Christine or Jacky. 
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301 
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

• Auto Body Repair 
• Mechanical Service 

• Unibody Repair

Rental Cars Available

All Insurance Estimates Given

MARK EISOLD - Proprietor
430 E. Madison St. • Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 834-8431

Tod Torgerson 
833-2432 • 835-4500

2506 South Hastings Way 
www.ifcec.com

Furniture 
Window Treatments

Carpet • Wood 
Tile • Vinyl

Eau Claire’s Smile Leader
4605 Royal Drive • Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 855-9220 
Dr. Emily Hehli Benyaich

www.paulsrudchiropractic.com
Bradley Paulsrud, D.C. 
Teresa Paulsrud, D.C.

715.552.3232 • 2627 N. Clairemont Ave.

835-0761
1727 Western Ave.

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Chilson Subaru 
Hwy 93 • Eau Claire 

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Real Estate, Inc

715.839.1234
Commercial & Industrial

Sales • Lease • Site Selection • Development
AL TAFT St James Parishioner

www.aftrealestate.com

Best Food on the Road!
www.roadsideec.com

1160 Menomonie    (715) 834-9323

DANIEL 
DONNELLAN
REALTOR GRI, CRS, ABR 

LICENSED REALTOR SINCE 1987
DanD@ecDRE.com

Residential,  
Investment Property, 

Commercial Real Estate

715.579.1418 *Call or Text

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische 

Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire 

www.eauclaireattorney.com

                           Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls

Dan Hellend
835-9113 • 723-9494

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

1506 S. Hastings Way 
832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

* Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Contact Tim Browne
to place an ad today!
tbrowne@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2518

Amy’s Angels 
Private In-Home Nursing Care

Amy Nystrom, RN

651.295.2483 
amysangelswi@gmail.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that  
Share Your Mission

learn more: 920-430-0299


