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   Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

     After much prayer and consultation with members of my staff, and in light of the 

latest recommendations from state and federal health authorities for slowing the rapid 

spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) and protecting the people of our communities, I 

have made the difficult decision to suspend all public weekday and weekend Masses 

in the Diocese of Saint Cloud, effective immediately through Easter Monday, April 13. 

All Catholics in the diocese remain dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass during this time. 

Further: 

�� Baptisms should be rescheduled. If a wedding needs to take place, a dispensation 

needs to be granted by the bishop. Funeral Masses during this time are prohibited; 

only graveside services are allowed. A memorial Mass should be scheduled for a later 

date after April 13. 

�� All public Holy Week liturgies, including Good Friday services, are cancelled. For 

specific details regarding liturgies, pastors should consult the “Liturgical Guidelines 

During the Time of Suspension of Masses” provided by the diocesan Office of Worship. 

�� Our churches will remain open for prayer and the sacrament of reconciliation on a 

schedule determined by the pastor. Social distancing should be encouraged — at least 

6 feet between people in prayer and/or waiting to receive the sacrament. 

�� All parish events of 50 people or more should be cancelled, per the guidelines of 

the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This includes parish break-

fasts and fish fries; drive-through and pick-up options only are acceptable. People who 

are at a higher risk for contracting the illness — the elderly and those with underlying 

health conditions — should avoid gatherings of 10 or more people. 

�� If any changes to this approach are warranted I will notify pastors. 

 

     I encourage you — individually or as a family — to read and pray over the Sunday 

Scripture readings and watch our diocesan TV Mass. It is available online at http://

worship.stcdio.org/tv-mass, where you will also find a list of channels on which it airs.  

 

     I ask that you also take time to check in — by phone, email or social media — with 

family members, friends and neighbors, particularly those who are most vulnerable, to 

ensure they are well and have what they need. Please also continue to support your 

parish financially during this time. Parishes rely on your generosity to support their 

staff and ministries, and they need this support now more than ever. 

 

     Sincerely yours in Christ, 

     +Donald J. Kettler 

     Bishop of Saint Cloud�
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All Week 9:00am-12:00pm Immaculate Conception  

        Church open for private prayer  
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April 18 & 19      First Communion-Tenative  

April 19                KC Cash Raffle & Bingo 

JULY 19            SUMMERFEST 

�

Our parish extends our deepest  

sympathy to the family of Ernie Popp, 

who was buried in a private grave 

side service on Saturday, March 21.  

May his soul rest in peace. Please 

remember Ernie and his family in your prayers. 
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As we enter these very uncertain times for our world eve-

rything seems unstable. Please know that God’s love is 

constant and present at every moment! With that being 

said we must face practical realities of keeping the parish 

running. Your financial support is needed even if we don’t 

gather for worship. You have the option of mailing in your 

donation or giving electronically. The contribution can be 

weekly, bi-monthly or monthly. A form is available on the 

web site or available at the office. Please call Patti at the 

office with any questions (393-2725). 
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Our parish gratitude is extended to: 

�� Leaders: Christina Evje, Sandy Durant, & Lori Mader. 

�� The volunteers who worked one or more shifts! 

�� All who purchased the meals.   

�� Prairie Farms for donating the potatoes. 

�� The crew of volunteers that prepared the potatoes.  

�� Pat Rauch who ordered the food. Also for all her work 

in preparation, along with Bill Rauch for unloading the 

supplies each week. 

Even though they were cut short a great spirit was shared!  

The exact profit details will be listed soon.  

 

The Catholic Relief Services Collection  

helps 6 Catholic agencies provide relief 

and support to struggling communities 

and work for peace and reconciliation 

among our marginalized brothers and 

sister here and around the world Please 

prayerfully consider how you can sup-

port the collection.  
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You are invited to make a donation for  

flowers for Easter season in memory of a 

loved one. Please list the name of the 

loved one on the envelope for the special 

memorial listing in the bulletin. 
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Adult Sunday ....................................................... $2,101.00 

Visitors ...................................................................... $92.00 

Other Income ............................................................ $47.26 

Building Improvement/Maintenance ...................... $60.00 

Candy Bar Sales ..................................................... $591.00 

Pizza Sale ............................................................ $2,300.00 

Fish Fry (before expenses).................................. $2,101.10 

Total Income Last week ...................................... $7,292.36 

 

Year to Date Income ...................................... $208,224.69 

Year to Date Expenses ................................... $211,124.13 

�

“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the 

appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.”   

                                                            �1 Samuel 16:17 

 

How often do we invest our time, talent and treasure in  

creating an appearance that does not matter at all to God? 

Instead he will look into our hearts to see how much we 

loved Him, how much we loved others and  

how we showed that love to others. 
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Dear Fellow Parishioners….. 

 

Here we find ourselves 

journeying though unchartered 

territory as we take all the 

precautions to not spread germs. 

We here at Immaculate Conception announced last week 

that we are canceling our 3 remaining Religious 

Education classes for the year as we want to eliminate 

one avenue for germs to spread. We always have and 

always will continue to keep the best interest of our 

people in mind. When we had our children baptized, we 

made a promise that we would be the first teachers of 

faith so now is a time we are asking you to take the extra 

steps to keep our faith alive in our young people. I have 

many resources if parents are looking and I will gather 

the curriculum that they have been using in class for the 

parents that would like it. 1

st

 Communion Mass is still 

scheduled and I will be in close contact with our families 

as things change. I know that times like these cause 

much anxiety and fear for many, please know that we are 

all in this together and I am confident that we will come 

out of this all together. As we journey through this time 

make sure you check on loved ones that may be in the 

high-risk category as well as those that may have extra 

anxiety about this virus. This is a perfect time to 

reconnect as a family and start a family prayer routine. 

We as Catholics know the power of prayer and right now 

prayer is what can get us through. Please take extra 

precautions to keep the spread of germs to a minimum if 

not for yourself for those that are extra susceptible to 

this virus.  

                      Many Blessings to you! Jean 
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Wed. March 25th 6:30pm  Religious Ed. Class CANCELED 

�
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Wed. April 8th    NO Religious Education 

Wed. April 15th 6:30pm   Religious Ed Classes 

Wed. April 22nd 6:30pm   Last Religious Ed Classes

        Practice for Confirmation 

Wed. April 29th 7:00pm   Confirmation at Sacred Heart 
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Food shelves in MN depend 

greatly on the generous dona-

tions of individuals and busi-

nesses during March to assist 

in keeping their doors open. MN FoodShare will give alloca-

tion checks based on donations given in March. Which the 

food shelves use to purchase food from Second Harvest 

Heartland for a reduced price. To donate non-perishable 

food items please contact Peggy at 393-2915 or Sherry at 

393-4441. Or mail to RAFS, PO Box 334, Rice, MN 56367. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Bid forms and written requirements are 

available in the Parish Office for anyone 

wishing to make a bid for the 2020 Lawn 

mowing Season for Annunciation Church, 

Cemetery and ball field. Call 320-252-1729 or stop by for a 

form. All signed bids are due Friday, April 17th at 12:00pm 

in the parish office. 
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Mescall, Brandon Popp, Maureen Athman, 

Magdalen Cigelske, Troy Novak, Dennis 

Skroch, Maycee Britz, Lillian Piotrowski, 

Joseph Wocken.  
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Is in need of Donations. One group of people helping is 

Homeless Helping Homeless  of St. Cloud. It is run by Harry 

& Mary Fleegel—non official Catholic Workers who are do-

ing amazing outreach helping the homeless, especially at 

this time of year when the need is so great. Along with Cen-

tral MN Catholic Worker (PO Box 94, St. Joseph, MN 

56374).  

 

*Due to the printing schedule of the bulletin please  

check ahead to see if events are still going on as 

planned. 
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Wed. April 1st 7:24pm    Brenda Carstensen-Boe and 

      Lynn Waytashek 

Wed. April 8th NO Religious Education Classes 

Wed. April 15th 7:24pm    Rose Beachamp and John Brenny 

Wed. April 22nd 7:24pm     Last Night of Class—Need  

      Volunteers. 

  

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

      remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

      remember those who are most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

      remember those who must choose between preserving  

      their health and making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility of caring for our children  

       when schools close remember those who have no  

       options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

      remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of 

      the economic market remember those who have no  

      margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

      remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our nation, let us choose love. 

 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms 

     around each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving  

     embrace of God to our neighbor. Amen. 

 

Go to  

https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass  

also 

www.stcdio.org/coronavirus-update  
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     “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus 

wants to motivate each one of us to see the truth. 

After developing a relationship with Jesus, the 

blind man “sees” as someone very special. The 

Pharisees, due to the blindness caused by their 

ignorance, prejudice, and need for self-

preservation, still remain blind. Presuppositions, 

prejudices, assumptions, and our needs can easi-

ly blind us to truth. We see what we want or need 

to see and not what is really there. In addition, our 

stubbornness continues to convince us that we 

are right and that our vision is perfect. Only God 

can complete the picture. 

 

�����Look around at our world. So much of what is 

happening today is due to the reluctance of folks 

to allow themselves to be stretched and brought 

to see what is really there. Many react to what life 

presents to them more with the lenses of igno-

rance than lenses of clarity. The Gospel carries 

great transformative value. With it, God corrects 

our vision and replaces our limited sight with the 

fullness of his sight. God opens our eyes so that 

we can see that it is not about preserving what we 

have created but of living in the immensity and 

wonder of God’s kingdom. 

 

�����Through a simple, loving relationship with God, 

we can break through the tethers of prejudice, 

eradicate fear, dispel the darkness of hatred and 

sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for jus-

tice, be effective stewards of creation, assist the 

migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard our 

economic systems and policies so that they truly 

serve all of God’s children. What we see is often 

an artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger than what 

our limited sight believes it to be. Allow God to 

work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be 

open and be humble enough to know that you 

need help. Many human beings are living with 

severe cataracts that produce sight that is at best 

blurred. Are you one of them?   �
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"My prayer is that the good God may establish His 

absolute reign in your heart and in the hearts of all." 

 

— St. Julie Billiart  

� ������&����������
���

� � '����	(������

��� ������������������))*)+�

 

Sunday:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-

  3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-

  41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-

  12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/

  Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: The Annunciation of the Lord (S)  

  Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 

  10, 11 [8a and 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 

  1:26-38 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 

  [4a]/Jn 5:31-47 

Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-

  20, 21 and 23 [19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 

  25-30 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-

  12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-

  8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or  

  11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 
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wants to motivate each one of us to see the truth. 

After developing a relationship with Jesus, the 

blind man “sees” as someone very special. The 

Pharisees, due to the blindness caused by their 

ignorance, prejudice, and need for self-

preservation, still remain blind. Presuppositions, 

prejudices, assumptions, and our needs can easi-

ly blind us to truth. We see what we want or need 

to see and not what is really there. In addition, our 

stubbornness continues to convince us that we 

are right and that our vision is perfect. Only God 

can complete the picture. 

 

�����Look around at our world. So much of what is 

happening today is due to the reluctance of folks 

to allow themselves to be stretched and brought 

to see what is really there. Many react to what life 

presents to them more with the lenses of igno-

rance than lenses of clarity. The Gospel carries 

great transformative value. With it, God corrects 

our vision and replaces our limited sight with the 

fullness of his sight. God opens our eyes so that 

we can see that it is not about preserving what we 

have created but of living in the immensity and 

wonder of God’s kingdom. 

 

�����Through a simple, loving relationship with God, 

we can break through the tethers of prejudice, 

eradicate fear, dispel the darkness of hatred and 

sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for jus-

tice, be effective stewards of creation, assist the 

migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard our 

economic systems and policies so that they truly 

serve all of God’s children. What we see is often 

an artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger than what 

our limited sight believes it to be. Allow God to 

work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be 

open and be humble enough to know that you 

need help. Many human beings are living with 

severe cataracts that produce sight that is at best 

blurred. Are you one of them?   �

� � � � ©LPi 

March 22, 2020  ٠  Page 4a 

Fourth Sunday of Lent٠  Page 4b 

 ����������
��"��������

�

 

%	�����
��	�����
��������

 

"My prayer is that the good God may establish His 

absolute reign in your heart and in the hearts of all." 

 

— St. Julie Billiart  
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Sunday:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-

  3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-

  41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  
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  12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/

  Jn 5:1-16 
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  Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 

  10, 11 [8a and 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 
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Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-

  12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-

  8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or  

  11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 
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Dr. Curtis Johnson 
Dr. David Russell

3 2 0 - 2 5 3 - 4 2 0 6
400 N. Benton Drive
Sauk Rapids

www.northbentondentalcare.com

Family Owned & Operated by Greg & Cory Beierman

330 -1 ST AVE SE   PO Box 238
RICE, MN 56367-0238

Phone: (320) 393-4881
Fax: (320) 393-4894

• Sauk Rapids • St. Cloud
FUNERALS CREMATION PREPLANNING
www.williamsdingmann.com

1473 105th St. NW Cliff & Deb Poirier
Rice, MN 56367

PULLING FOR AMERICA’S DAIRYMEN
Ph: 320-393-4270 Fax: 320-393-3788

Mon - Sat 6:30 AM - 9:00 PM • Sun 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

405 E Main St. • Rice       393-4100

Residential • CommeRCial • HydRoniC Heating

(320) 253-3159 • Sauk Rapids/Rice, MN

PETRON
Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

Free Estimates
3883 155th Street N.E. • Rice, MN 56367

Jim Petron • (320) 393-2692

     D & D
     Construction LLC

• Home Building & Remodeling   • General Contracting
• Vinyl Replacement Windows     • Maintenance Free Siding

Ph: (320) 393-4179 • Cell (320) 249-3156
David Thene • Rice, MN LIC# BC001869

Kelm & Reuter, P.A.
Attorney’s Who Make a DifferenceTM

(320) 251-1423 
www.kelmreuter.com

See us for all your auto needs!
24 Hour Towing • Collision Repair 

www.carcoauto.com     320-393-3687

Rice, MN

Katka’s Monuments 
For an Everlasting Memorial

RALPH KATKA
Grave Markers and Monuments of Any Design, Duplications, 

Cemetery Lettering, Vases & Straightening of Monuments
Ph: 320-387-2350 • Mobile 320-224-3230 

8390 Golden Spike Rd. NE • Foley, MN 56329

Rice 
Hardware Hank

Rice’s Paint Headquarters

Rice • 393-3117

Waite Park
252-3992

www.Sentra-Sota.com
Commercial and Industrial HVAC &
Architectural Sheet Metal

Compliments of

DRSC CONCRETE, INC.
For All Of Your Concrete And Masonry Needs

Decor, Stamped
Dean & Cindy Seppelt

393-4888

Lisa Meehl, Realtor
Direct: 320-267-5745 
Office: 320-259-4554

PremierHomeSearch.com

www.dmeats.com 
dombrovski meats co.
968-6275 Foley, MN

Jason Quade

Homes, Land, Commercial
320-980-1022

Search the entire MLS at: JQhomes.comRealtor

715 15th Ave NE • St Joseph, MN 56374

Basements • Dragline 

Black Dirt Screened 

Class #2 Granite •  Fill Sand 

Crushed Concrete • Rip Rap 

Site Preparation

 968-6291 

contactus@foleylumber.com 

North Benton
Redi-Mix, Inc.

320-355-2425 - Plant

320-355-2725 - Office

NBR
Foley, MNFoley, MN

Inc.

Affordable Concrete, 
Front Discharge Mixers 

FREE Estimates

YOUR HOMETOWN BANK

Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

SHEET METAL & HEATING
• RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL        Heating and Air Conditioning

Bryant Sales - Service Installation  Sauk Rapids  •  252-1371

Daily Lunch Specials 11am-2pm
Daily Dinner Specials starting at 5pm

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 3pm-6pm | Meat Raffles Sat. at 3:00pm
7565 Ronneby Rd NE • Foley  968-4197

Rice, MN 
(320)393-6033

• Agricultural 
• Commercial 
• Residential

License #BC326161 • Licensed | Bonded | Insured
Because you want it DONE RIGHT
320-229-2855 • bdexteriors.com

Residential | Commercial

Contact Gary Stang • gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

God Bless you 
and your 
Families!

877-256-3680877-256-3680

❤

Hasso Briese American Legion Post 473
Veteran Organization

(320)393-4545
Bingo   Sept - May
Meat Raffle   Every Sat. 7pm
Auxiliary Dinner 
    2nd Tues Each Month 5-7
Schedule Private Parties - FREE
Charitable Gambling 

meats this good are rare.

320 968 7267
www.grandchampionmeats.com 

6634 Hwy 25 NE • Foley, MN  56329


