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        What does it take for our eyes  

to be opened? Every day, a man  

laboriously walks down Main Street 

of town. With great difficulty but 

graceful determination, he places 

one foot in front of the other, uses a 

crudely made staff for support, and 

walks. His pace is slow, but he walks. What does he hope to see? Where does 

he want to go? What does he find? We all walk through life. The type of 

“walking” life requires is not always physical but is most assuredly emotional 

and spiritual. We walk, we look, we encounter, and we seek. How we do these 

things and what we actually find is determined by what we carry and what we 

allow ourselves to discover along the way. 

 

        If walking is too challenging for us, we may choose to isolate and stay 

alone. If we are afraid to walk, we may become overly dependent on others 

providing for us and abandon the journey. We can walk and pay attention only 

to what is in front of our feet and never notice the immensity of what is hap-

pening around us. The road is never the same twice. The journey is always dif-

ferent. What kinds of things do you notice as you walk through life? It seems 

that the disciples of the Road to Emmaus missed a lot at first. We do as well. 

 

        We are called to walk with purpose, to listen, and to notice things that may 

not at first be apparent. We have to allow the One who has a special claim on 

our soul to enlighten, instruct, and inspire us. The incarnate mystery of God is 

pulsating in and through all of creation, where the presence of the Word who 

became flesh can be discovered. He has been with us all along. How could we 

have missed Him? Our journey brings us back to the breaking of the bread, and 

something begins to stir within us. We begin to understand, and things look 

differently. Bread, body, wine, and blood bring us to see that everyone and eve-

rything is a “Eucharistic” encounter. We become what we eat and we see what 

we eat. We continue to walk. Our eyes are now opened, and we recognize Him. 

Our hearts burn. Stay with us. Please stay with us. ©LPi 
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Office Hours M-F 8:30am-4:00pm 
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JULY 19            SUMMERFEST 

 

Upon direction from Bishop Kettler:  

the suspension of weekday and weekend  

Masses is extended through May 15th.  

 

��
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*St. John’s Theology department is offering 

free resources during our time of home wor-

ship. Check out the web site: Giveusthis-

day.org. Click on praying together even 

when we are apart.  Links include live-streaming Masses- 

5:00pm daily, Saturday 11:30am daily Mass and  

Sundays at 10:30am. 

* The Knights of Columbus website also lists links to daily 

and weekend Masses options with different times and 

locations. Check out the their web site: https://

www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/watch-mass-

online.html  
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We are seeking donations of cash or gift  

certificates for the Summerfest Grand  

Raffle. Contact Jean Skroch @ 393-2191   

to donate. The deadline is this  

Thursday, April 30th.             
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As we under go these very uncertain 

times for our world everything seems  

unstable. Please know that God’s love is 

constant and present at every moment! 

With that being said we must face practi-

cal realities of keeping the parish running. Your financial 

support is needed even if we don’t gather for worship. You 

have the option of mailing in your donation or giving elec-

tronically. The contribution can be weekly, bi-monthly or 

monthly. A form is available on the web site or available 

at the office. Please call Patti at the office with any ques-

tions (393-2725). ** We thank those of you that have 

made donations. Your help is very much appreciated!  

Together we will get through this difficult time!�

 

�� A big Thank You is 

extended to Bill & Pat 

Rauch for spending two days of volunteer work to 

rake and clean up the church & rectory lawn. The 

lawn looks great and the parish is very grateful!  

�� Thanks also to Ray Thompson for allowing them to 

dump all the clippings and leaves at his property. 

�� Thank you to Mary Reich for donating a wheel chair     

to the parish. Your donation will help many attend 

Mass in comfort.    
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Adult Sunday .......................................................... $650.00 

Easter ................................................................... $1,600.00 

Electronic Giving .................................................. $1,835.00 

Holy Land ................................................................ $120.00 

Rice Bowl .................................................................. $35.00 

Religious Education ............................................... $105.00 

Home Missions ......................................................... $20.00 

Total Income Last week ...................................... $4,365.00 

 

Year to Date Income ...................................... $230,525.62 

Year to Date Expenses ................................... $230,515.82 
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“Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on 

the road, while He opened to us the scriptures?”   

                                                       �Luke 24:32 

 

How often do we take the time to discern what Jesus  

wants from us? Living our faith means developing  

a personal relationship with Jesus. Take time in  

silence to listen to what Jesus is asking of you.   
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A Prayer Amid an Epidemic 

 

Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages  

“curing every disease and illness. “At your command, the 

sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of 

the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may 

experience your healing love. Heal those who are sick 

with the virus. May they regain their strength and health 

through quality medical care. Heal us from our fear, which 

prevents nations from working together and neighbors 

from helping one another. Heal us from our pride, which 

can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows 

no borders. Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in 

this time of uncertainty and sorrow. Be with those who 

have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in 

your eternal peace. Be with the families of those who are 

sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them 

from illness and despair. May they know your peace. Be 

with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical 

professionals who seek to heal and help those affected 

and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they 

know your protection and peace. Be with the leaders of all 

nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and 

true concern for the well-being of the people they are 

meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-

term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future 

outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work 

together to achieve it on earth. Whether we are home or 

abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this 

illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we 

endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our 

anxiety, give us your peace. Jesus Christ, heal us. Amen. 

 

                                         Many Blessings to you! Jean 



 

�
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Lubbesmeier, Robert Boe, Peyton 

Keeville, Leah Montag, Phillip Nelson, 

Lori Popp, Miranda Gravelle-Pogreba, 

Henry Dinnebier, Nicholas Kaeter, 

Kelsey Knudsen, Julie Warzecha, Clar-

ence Kiffmeyer. 
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� The Area Catholic Community of Mayhew Lake, 

Sauk Rapids, Sartell, and St. Stephen 

Updates for the virtual meeting via Zoom on Tues-

day, March 31st, 2020  

�� A   oneinchristacc@gmail.com e-mail account has been 

created for our ACC.  It is an account whereby all pa-

rishioners can use it to contact our ACC planning coun-

cil with questions or comments. 

�� A  oneinchristacc.org website is currently under devel-

opment.  Ultimately, our hope is that this website will 

contain information relating to our ACC as well as the 

Sunday bulletins for each of the four parishes within 

our One In Christ ACC. 

�� The "Progressive Supper", as a "community building 

event" has been tabled due to COVID-19 concerns. 

�� Our ACC plan that was submitted to the diocese and 

Bishop Kettler last winter has been reviewed and re-

turned to us with feedback, recommendations, and 

expectations.  The following are the first three we will 

address. 

�� First - that we have some sort of joint bulletin.  Discus-

sions relating to format, frequency, and method of 

availability are now under way and will be spearheaded 

by a "bulletin team". 

�� Secondly - that our ACC activity needs to include more 

"outreach" focus.  The RCIA team will start by revising 

the plan to include methods for "keeping families en-

gaged between Baptism and First Communion". 

�� Thirdly - That we have a Mass schedule that has stag-

gered Mass times.  The Mass time subcommittee will 

meet to discuss and develop a revised proposal. 

Next meeting:  If held in person, it will be Tuesday, May 5th, 

2020, @ 7:00pm at St. Francis Xavier Church in Sartell.  If 

not in person, it will be a virtual meeting for that same time. 
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�&��	����the suspension of all weekday and 

weekend Masses is extended through Friday, May 15th per 

Bishop Kettler. 

 

������'�����on Monday, April 27th, 12:30-

6:30pm at First Presbyterian Church, Foley. Call 1-800-RED 

CROSS (733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org enter Sponsor 

Code: Foley for Appointments/Info. Pound for a pint—All 

presenting donors will receive: 1 pound package of meatloaf-

Compliments of Grand Champion Meats, Foley, MN. 

 

��
	��(���from Rice Area Blood Drive.  Thank you 

to all the wonderful people who came to donate blood on 

April 13 at Shepherd of the Pines Church, Rice allowing over 

200 lives to be helped by the 67 units of blood collected. 

Thank you so very much and also thank you to the volunteers 

who helped at the drive to make the drive run 

smoothly.   Lora Knafla 

 

�������)�	���$����	��During the time 

we will not be having Mass, we are still in need of your 

financial contributions to the church. You can mail your 

contribution to Annunciation Church 9965 Mayhew Lake 

Road NE, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379. Our expenses will be 

continuing during this time, so if you are able your 

contributions will be greatly appreciated. 

 

*����������Parish Office and Religious 

Education Office will be open normal hours at this time. 

Please call if you have any questions, are in need of anything  

or know of someone who needs some help 320-252-1729. 
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Before we breathed our first, O God, 

you etched our names upon your hands,  

like stretchmarks on our mother’s skin. 

And those same hands that bear our lives  

will carry us home as we breathe our last. 

 

        So even in our grief, O God, 

   let every breath we carry within 

announce your goodness with praise unending. 

For you have made us to be your own, 

a people of your Spirit with blessing on our lips. 

 

Therefore: 

Sun and moon:  Bless the Lord!  

Stars of the sky:  Bless the Lord!  

Depths of ocean:  Bless the Lord!  

Birds of the air:  Bless the Lord!  

Let all creation:  Bless the Lord!  

 

Blessed be God for doctors and nurses:  Blessed be God forever! 

For scientists and researchers:  Blessed be God forever! 

For pharmacists and technicians:  Blessed be God forever! 

For social workers and caregivers:  Blessed be God forever! 

For all who endeavor to keep us safe: Blessed be God forever! 

 

Blessed be God for grocery clerks & janitors: Blessed be God forever! 

For restaurant chefs and fast-food workers: Blessed be God forever! 

For farmers and delivery drivers:  Blessed be God forever! 

For field laborers and postal carriers: Blessed be God forever! 

For all who feed and care for us:  Blessed be God forever! 

 

Blessed be God for pastoral staffs: Blessed be God forever! 

For clergy and religious way for us daily: Blessed be God forever! 

For catechists teaching in creative ways: Blessed be God forever! 

For liturgical ministers tackling technology: Blessed be God forever! 

For all who serve the domestic church: Blessed be God forever! 

 

Blessed be God for teachers and parents: Blessed be God forever! 

For whose who sing and those who dance:  Blessed be God forever! 

For musicians, artists, composers, & poets: Blessed be God forever! 

For comedians, actors, and story-tellers:  Blessed be God forever! 

For all who inspire and sustain our hearts: Blessed be God forever! 

 

And blessed be God for the human spirit: Blessed be God forever! 

That strives to live in more gentle ways: Blessed be God forever! 

That connects with others while being apart: Blessed be God forever! 

That weeps and laughs & sits in silence: Blessed be God forever! 

For the human family in deep communion: Blessed be God forever! 

 

In faith and love, we ask you, God,  

let not this virus consume our world.  

But breathe your Spirit in us again that  

we may praise you unceasingly 

With Christ our Lord,  

from whom all good things come. 

 

“A Litany of Blessing in time of Grief” Copyright © Diana Macalintal, 2020 Used with permission 
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Sunday:  Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 

  9-10, 11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/ 

  Lk 24:13-35   

Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 

  29-30 [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday: Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 

  7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/ 

  Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday: St. Catherine of Siena (Memorial) 

  Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66: 1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a 

  [1]/Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 

  [1]/Jn 6:44-51 

Friday:  Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk  

  16:15]/Jn 6:52-59  

  St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3 

  or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/Ps 90:2, 3

  -4, 12-13, 14 and 16 [cf.17b]/ 

  Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 

  16-17 [12]/Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 

  5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 
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"Be patient, because the weakness of the body are 

given to us in this world by God for the salvation  

of the soul. So they are of great merit when  

they are borne patiently." 

 

                             — St. Francis of Assisi  
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Before we breathed our first, O God, 

you etched our names upon your hands,  

like stretchmarks on our mother’s skin. 

And those same hands that bear our lives  

will carry us home as we breathe our last. 

 

        So even in our grief, O God, 

   let every breath we carry within 

announce your goodness with praise unending. 

For you have made us to be your own, 

a people of your Spirit with blessing on our lips. 

 

Therefore: 

Sun and moon:  Bless the Lord!  

Stars of the sky:  Bless the Lord!  

Depths of ocean:  Bless the Lord!  

Birds of the air:  Bless the Lord!  

Let all creation:  Bless the Lord!  

 

Blessed be God for doctors and nurses:  Blessed be God forever! 

For scientists and researchers:  Blessed be God forever! 

For pharmacists and technicians:  Blessed be God forever! 

For social workers and caregivers:  Blessed be God forever! 

For all who endeavor to keep us safe: Blessed be God forever! 

 

Blessed be God for grocery clerks & janitors: Blessed be God forever! 

For restaurant chefs and fast-food workers: Blessed be God forever! 

For farmers and delivery drivers:  Blessed be God forever! 

For field laborers and postal carriers: Blessed be God forever! 

For all who feed and care for us:  Blessed be God forever! 

 

Blessed be God for pastoral staffs: Blessed be God forever! 

For clergy and religious way for us daily: Blessed be God forever! 

For catechists teaching in creative ways: Blessed be God forever! 

For liturgical ministers tackling technology: Blessed be God forever! 

For all who serve the domestic church: Blessed be God forever! 

 

Blessed be God for teachers and parents: Blessed be God forever! 

For whose who sing and those who dance:  Blessed be God forever! 

For musicians, artists, composers, & poets: Blessed be God forever! 

For comedians, actors, and story-tellers:  Blessed be God forever! 

For all who inspire and sustain our hearts: Blessed be God forever! 

 

And blessed be God for the human spirit: Blessed be God forever! 

That strives to live in more gentle ways: Blessed be God forever! 

That connects with others while being apart: Blessed be God forever! 

That weeps and laughs & sits in silence: Blessed be God forever! 

For the human family in deep communion: Blessed be God forever! 

 

In faith and love, we ask you, God,  

let not this virus consume our world.  

But breathe your Spirit in us again that  

we may praise you unceasingly 

With Christ our Lord,  

from whom all good things come. 
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given to us in this world by God for the salvation  

of the soul. So they are of great merit when  
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