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        With whom do we converse and 

listen to the most? Believe it or not, 

the answer is ourselves. We are con-

stantly having conversations with our-

selves, and sometimes we even get 

caught! Our inner conversations reveal 

the truth about ourselves. We really 

cannot hide from ourselves, although we often pretend we can. By conversing with 

ourselves, we find solutions to our challenges, problem solve, work through our 

relationships, formulate opinions, run through dress rehearsals of possible conver-

sations, and wrestle with and determine our system of priorities and values. What 

other voices affect the conversations we have with ourselves? 

 

        Often, voices from our past continue to haunt us. These voices cause us to 

mistrust our judgment, harbor anger, and cling to our fears of rejection, failure, 

being wrong, and the like. It is in these inner conversations that we face what 

holds us captive — our limitations, weaknesses, sinfulness, and stubborn ego  

preoccupations. We often go about our lives putting out one fire or another, keep-

ing ourselves preoccupied and busy, and trying to stay on top of things. Intention-

ally or unintentionally, we find ourselves wandering off. We turn around and can 

no longer see our home. We look down at our feet and realize we have lost our 

anchor. Feeling scared, out of place, desolate, unsettled, and lonely, we realize 

that we are lost. 

 

        We listened to the wrong voices! In the midst of everything competing for our 

attention, the voice of the One who could truly call us home got muffled. We didn’t 

hear it. As our inner dialogues continue to play out, the one voice we need to con-

sult — even before our own — is God’s. He is the Good Shepherd who can keep us 

safely where we need to be. As we graze through the stuff of our lives, we must 

constantly remember to look up, be attentive, and stay focused. Our habits of pray-

er are the only thing that can properly root us and keep us grounded. Contemplat-

ing God’s presence and developing an inner awareness of love incarnate, we will 

then find ourselves praying unceasingly as the days and nights and the ebbs and 

flows of our of lives unfold. Suddenly, the inner conversations we are constantly 

having are no longer just with ourselves or with voices that can lead us astray but 

with the Trinity, who desperately wants us to stay home.  ©LPi 
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Office Hours M-F 8:30am-4:00pm 
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May 12 Finance Council Meeting 

May 19 Pastoral Council Meeting 

 

Upon direction from Bishop Kettler:  

the suspension of weekday and weekend  

Masses is extended through May 15th.  
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Please listen to the April 24th video update concerning 

COVID-19 from Bishop Kettler at the following site:   

http://thecentralminnesotacatholic.org/bishop-kettler-video-

message-gathered-nourished-and-sent/  
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The location for the Tuesday, May 12th  

meeting will be in the church hall rather  

than the parish office. All members please 

plan to attend! There are many issues to  

       review and discuss. 
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Thank you to those that have generously 

continued their financial support of the 

parish. There have been cuts made to 

expenses as much as we are able. But 

there are expenses that continue. Your 

financial support is needed even if we don’t gather for 

worship. Please prayerfully consider your financial support 

to the parish and do so if you are able. You have the  

options of mailing in your donation or giving electronically. 

This contribution can be weekly, bi-monthly or monthly.  

A form is available on the web site or available at the  

office. Please call Patti at the office with any questions 

(393-2725). Thank you for your continued support! 

�
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As the world continues to face the on-

going effects of the global pandemic of 

the coronavirus, Archbishop José H. 

Gomez of Los Angeles and president of 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

has announced that the U.S. bishops 

will join the Canadian Conference of 

Catholic Bishops on May 1 in renewing 

the consecrations of the two nations to 

the care of our Blessed Mother. Through a collective dedi-

cation or entrustment of a nation to Mary, an act of con-

secration is meant to be a reminder to the faithful of the 

Blessed Mother’s witness to the Gospel and to ask for her 

effective intercession before her Son on behalf of those in 

need. Include in your devotional time, prayers to our 

Blessed Mother for her intercession and guidance. �
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Adult Sunday ....................................................... $1,355.00 

Easter ........................................................................ $60.00 

Home Missions ......................................................... $45.00 

Building Improvement/Maintenance ...................... $25.00 

Rice Bowl .................................................................. $15.00 

Holy Land ..................................................................... $5.00 

Total Income Last week ...................................... $1,505.00 

 

Year to Date Income ...................................... $232,005.62 

Year to Date Expenses ................................... $233,732.53 
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“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized,  

every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ...”   

                                                       �Acts 2:38 

 

The word “repent” means to turn from sin, to change our 

actions. Change is hard. It requires prayer, discipline and 

perseverance. We have to recognize that we are broken  

and need help. The good news is we are not alone  

in this journey. Ask Jesus daily for guidance  

and patiently listen for his response.   
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Dear Fellow Parishioners…… 

I hope this finds you well. I hope that you are finding time to 

keep your faith live fulfilled as we journey through these 

crazy times. I know that many have faced some difficulties 

and are doing your best to get by. If you are faced with a 

hardship and need food or supplies please feel free to reach 

out to me, everything is kept confidential. We are here to 

help and do not want anyone to struggle to feed your families 

or struggle to find what you need. We are all in this together 

and we will come out on the other side together. I know it’s 

tough to not be able to gather for Mass and it’s easy to lose 

faith but, there are so many options to keep our faith alive. 

Check your local TV listings for streamed Masses, check out 

Facebook or You Tube if that is an option as there are many 

live streamed Masses, prayer times, live rosaries and good 

talks. Let me know if you need options.  

 

Our Summerfest committee has been 

communicating about the fate of our annual 

festival. At this time, it doesn’t look like large 

gatherings are going to be a safe option. With the 

uncertainty of the virus we need to keep the safety of our 

parishioners in mind. We are currently working on how we 

can safely do a raffle and what it would look like. We are also 

exploring options of what we could do later in the Fall if 

restrictions are lifted. The festival generates approximately 

$25,000 for the general operating account so it is important 

how we proceed. We will keep you updated as we know 

more. We are always open to suggestions and ideas so 

please feel free to offer any that you may have.  

 

Many Blessings to you! Jean (320.393.2826) 

iccfaithformation@jetup.net 
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Bonnie Popp, Brenda Roetger, 

Brent Ackerman, Tyler Nelson, 

Trista Thell, Alexis Britz, Mason 

Kaeter, Kole Robinson, Kaitlyn 

Adelman, Grace Burski, Holly 

Janson, Lora Knafla, Jean Bem-

boom, Karen David, Ann Bem-

boom, Preston Gravelle, Layna 

Schyma. 
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�the suspension of all weekday and 

weekend Masses is extended through Friday, May 15th per 

Bishop Kettler. 

 

)����!�����Parish Office and Religious 

Education Office will be open normal hours at this time. 

Please call if you have any questions, are in need of anything  

or know of someone who needs some help 320-252-1729. 

 

���������	���%����	��During the time 

we will not be having Mass, we are still in need of your 

financial contributions to the church. You can mail your 

contribution to Annunciation Church 9965 Mayhew Lake 

Road NE, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379. Our expenses will be 

continuing during this time, so if you are able your 

contributions will be greatly appreciated. 
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Sunday:  World Day of Prayer for Vocations  

  Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 

  5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 

  3a]/Jn 10:11-18 

Tuesday: Cinco de Mayo   

  Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 

  [Ps 117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 

  and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday: Word Day of Prayer 

  Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 

  and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20 

Friday:  Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10- 

  11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 

  [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14 

Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19  

  [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 
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"Ultimately my life, my will, my purpose, all comes down 

to answer these questions: 

 

-What is God’s plan for my life? 

-What is God’s will for my heart? 

-What is God’s purpose for my heart?" 

 

                             — Fr. Mike Schmitz  



LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS 

POPE FRANCIS TO THE 

FAITHFUL FOR MAY 2020 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

     The month of May is  

approaching, a time when the 

People of God express with particular intensity their love 

and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional 

in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the fami-

ly. The restrictions of the pandemic have made us come 

to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also from 

a spiritual point of view. 

     For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to re-

discover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the 

month of May. This can be done either as a group or 

individually; you can decide according to your own situa-

tions, making the most of both opportunities. The key to 

doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the 

internet to find good models of prayers to follow. 

     I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you 

can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I myself will 

pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of 

you. I include them with this letter so that they are avail-

able to everyone. 

     Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of 

Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us 

even more united as a spiritual family and will help us 

overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in my pray-

ers, especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask 

you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great 

affection I send you my blessing. 

�25 April 2020 Pope Francis 
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O Mary, 

You shine continuously on our journey 

as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the foot of the cross, 

were united with Jesus’ suffering, 

and persevered in your faith. 

 

“Protectress of the Roman people”, 

you know our needs,  

and we know that you will provide, 

so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return 

after this time of trial. 

 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 

and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself our suffering, 

and burdened himself with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

 

We fly to your protection, 

O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions 

in our necessities, 

but deliver us always 

from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
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     “We fly to your protection,  

O Holy Mother of God”. 

In the present tragic situation, 

when the whole world is prey  

to suffering and anxiety, we  

fly to you, Mother of God and  

our Mother and seek refuge  

under your protection. 

 

     Virgin Mary, turn your merciful 

eyes towards us amid this coro-

navirus pandemic. Comfort those 

who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have 

died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them 

deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their 

loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the 

spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with 

hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the 

future and the consequences for the economy and  

employment. 

 

     Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the 

Father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and 

that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your 

divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the 

sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be 

opened to confidence and trust. 

 

     Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and 

volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, 

and are risking their lives to save others. Support their 

heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and 

continued health. 

 

     Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, 

and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity 

to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women 

engaged in scientific research, that they may find effec-

tive solutions to overcome this virus. 

 

     Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude 

and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking 

the basic necessities of life and may devise social and 

economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and   

solidarity. 

 

     Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the 

enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling 

arms will instead be spent on promoting effective re-

search on how to prevent similar tragedies from occur-

ring in the future. 

 

     Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all mem-

bers of one great family and to recognize the bond that 

unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, 

we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty 

and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in ser-

vice, constant in prayer. 

 

     Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your 

children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his 

all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandem-

ic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 

 

     To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salva-

tion and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O 

Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 
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month of May. This can be done either as a group or 

individually; you can decide according to your own situa-

tions, making the most of both opportunities. The key to 

doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the 

internet to find good models of prayers to follow. 

     I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you 

can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I myself will 

pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of 

you. I include them with this letter so that they are avail-

able to everyone. 

     Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of 

Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us 

even more united as a spiritual family and will help us 

overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in my pray-

ers, especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask 

you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great 

affection I send you my blessing. 
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O Mary, 

You shine continuously on our journey 

as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the foot of the cross, 

were united with Jesus’ suffering, 

and persevered in your faith. 

 

“Protectress of the Roman people”, 

you know our needs,  

and we know that you will provide, 

so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return 

after this time of trial. 

 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 

and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself our suffering, 

and burdened himself with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

 

We fly to your protection, 

O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions 

in our necessities, 

but deliver us always 

from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
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     “We fly to your protection,  

O Holy Mother of God”. 

In the present tragic situation, 

when the whole world is prey  

to suffering and anxiety, we  

fly to you, Mother of God and  

our Mother and seek refuge  

under your protection. 

 

     Virgin Mary, turn your merciful 

eyes towards us amid this coro-

navirus pandemic. Comfort those 

who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have 

died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them 

deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their 

loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the 

spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with 

hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the 

future and the consequences for the economy and  

employment. 

 

     Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the 

Father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and 

that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your 

divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the 

sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be 

opened to confidence and trust. 

 

     Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and 

volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, 

and are risking their lives to save others. Support their 

heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and 

continued health. 

 

     Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, 

and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity 

to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women 

engaged in scientific research, that they may find effec-

tive solutions to overcome this virus. 

 

     Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude 

and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking 

the basic necessities of life and may devise social and 

economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and   

solidarity. 

 

     Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the 

enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling 

arms will instead be spent on promoting effective re-

search on how to prevent similar tragedies from occur-

ring in the future. 

 

     Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all mem-

bers of one great family and to recognize the bond that 

unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, 

we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty 

and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in ser-

vice, constant in prayer. 

 

     Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your 

children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his 

all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandem-

ic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 

 

     To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salva-

tion and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O 

Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 
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