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     A pair of ducks found their way to  

the same little corner of the property 

year after year. Sheltered by a little  

grove of trees, they quickly made their 

preparations to build a nest, lay eggs, 

and welcome in a new family. Then one 

year, only one of the ducks came to that 

little corner. She went about the busi-

ness of building a nest, but this time, she was clearly unsettled. She would wander 

around, sometimes seemingly without purpose, almost hoping perhaps that her  

mate might come along. But, she remained alone. There were many times when  

we could hear her “crying”, mourning her loneliness and lack of purpose, sitting  

on a batch of eggs that would never hatch. One day, she quietly left that little  

corner never to return again. 

 

     Many human beings approach life this way. We silently grieve our loneliness, lack 

of direction, and sense of purpose. Maybe life once had meaning for us, but nothing 

seems to claim us and settle our restlessness any longer. We wander around look-

ing and hoping for someone or something to come our way. We may even sob at 

times, wailing as we sit with the misery of our pain. Will happiness ever come our 

way again? Or will we leave where we are never to return again? Many are lost,  

wandering souls who are not quite sure where to settle or where to make a home. 

 

     We are meant to be in Christ. This glorious feast of the Ascension shows us,  

with clear vision, who Jesus really is! Understanding ourselves in Christ really  

changes things up and reorients us to our greater purpose, mission, and meaning. 

We are part of the cosmic wonder of creation and part of a bigger plan and mystery, 

destined to be much more than what we now know ourselves to be. Could Jesus’ 

friends know who he would become? If we can find the Christ present within and 

see the Christ bursting forth in all creation and beyond, then we can come to know 

our truth and understand where our home and life is meant to be. 

 

     Advancing upon the blessing of each new day with the certain knowledge that 

you are an unconditionally loved child of God gives you the axis and the safe harbor 

to cope with whatever comes your way. The gift of joy will be yours, and you can  

discover your true meaning and purpose. Look within, look without, look above,  

and look below. You are not alone. Trust that God will lead you where you need  

to be and transform you into who you really are. ©LPi 
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All Week        9am-12pm Church open for private prayer 

Office Hours M-F 8:30am-4:00pm 

Tues & Thur  5:00-7:00pm Church open for private prayer 
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June 21  After Mass Celebration of Fr. Tom’s 40th  

   Ordination Anniversary  

�

In your May envelopes there is 

one for Peter’s Pence Collec-

tion, which provides Pope  

Francis with the funds he needs 

to carry out his charitable works 

around the  world. The proceeds benefit our brothers and 

sisters on the margins of society, including victims of war, 

oppression, and natural disasters. Consider a donation to 

help this good work. 

 

The new Ministry Schedule will be  

completed soon. Please call or e-mail Patti 

at the office with any changes or special 

request days needed during the summer 

months of June, July & August. 

 

We congratulate the following 

couples who are celebrating    

40 years of marriage this year: 

�� Steve & Jackie Wruck 

�� Mark & Jan Binsfeld 

�� Dale & Mary Muehlbauer 

�� Jim & Diane Volk 

�� Tim & Joan Elfering   

May God bless you with many                  

more years together!����
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On June 6th Fr. Tom will celebrate his 

40th anniversary of ordination to the 

priesthood. Because of the current  

restrictions a small celebration will  

be held here Sunday, June 21st. 

Watch the future bulletin for details. 

You may want to remember him with  

a card of thanks to help him celebrate 

this important milestone.�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Adult Sunday ....................................................... $1,085.00 

Electronic Giving .................................................. $1,835.00 

Easter ........................................................................ $10.00 

Building Improvement/Maintenance ...................... $20.00 

Home Missions ............................................................ $5.00 

Catholic Relief Services .............................................. $5.00 

Holy Land ..................................................................... $5.00 

Peter’s Pence ........................................................... $80.00 

Total Income Last week ...................................... $3,045.00 

 

Year to Date Income ...................................... $241,033.62 

Year to Date Expenses ................................... $253,262.94 

 

“I am praying for them...”    �John 17:9 

 

Prayer is the foundation of our Faith and the foundation of 

Stewardship. Pray in good times and in bad. Prayer is  

always the first best option in any situation,  

not just that last resort. Pray to give praise,  

to thank and to ask God for help.  

Pray to see what God wants you to  

do with the gifts He has given you.   
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Dear Fellow Parishioners….. 

I hope this finds you all safe and healthy.  

I know many of you are anxious to get out 

and move about. School is ending and 

summer is starting and with that many of 

our summer plans have been canceled or 

altered. As things start to open up please 

be patient as everyone navigates through to the new 

normal. Some people are going to be extra cautious; some 

are going to be nervous or scared and some are ready to 

dive right in. Remember that there is no right or wrong 

way to feel. This is unchartered territory for everyone, and 

everyone will react differently. Please remember to be 

kind and open minded. We have a long road a head of us 

to begin to feel “normal” again. The churches are making 

plans to keep everyone safe and adhere to the Bishop’s 

guidelines. This is going to take some time and there will 

be little hiccups along the way but please know that they 

are doing the best they can. Maybe we need to ask 

ourselves “What would Jesus do?” when we are getting 

frustrated that things are not moving fast enough or 

moving too fast or when we have different feelings than 

others about the current situation. Soon we will all be able 

to gather together.  

 

Please take some time on this Memorial Day 

weekend to remember those that have gone 

before us.  

 

  Many Blessings to you! Jean 

Wedding Banns 

 

We are happy to announce that there is a promise of 

marriage between:    

                      I  Kristina Skinner &  Anthony Arnold 



��������
������Andrew Roettger, 

Dave Scapanski, Mitchell Pflipsen, Andrew Reich, 

JoAnne Zimmer, Tony Brenny, Amy Krajsa, Bill Lid-

ner, Michelle Kuehn, Tracy Wollak, Bradley Melby, 

Andy Janson, Krista Janson, Stephen Montag. 
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In March the diocese reviewed and returned our One In 

Christ plan for the sharing and growth of our four parish-

es.  The diocese feedback included several recommenda-

tions and expectations.  Our ACC planning council is re-

searching, modifying, and upon completion, will update our 

plans as follows: 

      That our ACC has a joint bulletin.  -  Joint bulletin for- 

      mats are being researched.  Current bulletin provider  

      contracts (4 - one from each parish), and the ability to 

      cancel, is the greatest challenge right now.   

      That we have a more robust "outreach" focus.  - Mentor  

      Couples will be paired with Baptism Couples to talk 

      about faith and struggles, especially during the time 

      between the child's Baptism and First Communion. 

      That a revised Mass schedule has more staggered  

      times.  - A revised Mass schedule option was developed 

      based on the following assumptions: 

 - The diocese has committed to an additional third 

 sacramental minister (priest) to help with weekend 

 Masses for 3-5 years.  This will allow for 9 wk end 

 Masses, the same number currently celebrated. 

 - To encourage and sustain each parish's financial 

 well being, each parish will have at least one 

 "favorable weekend Mass time". 

 -  Not knowing the impact of Covid-19, a total of 9 

 Masses is included with allowances for travel time 

 and possibly for sanitation between Masses. 

 - Also, not knowing exactly how well we all accli-

 mate (including the priests) to managing the needs 

 of four parishes, and to manage the  restrictions/

 recommendations resulting from Covid-19, our 

 One in Christ ACC will revisit the Mass time sched

 ule in 9-12 months, or sooner if necessary. 

 -Given all the above, the following revised weekend 

 Mass schedule is being resubmitted:  

Annunciation: 8:30 a.m. Sunday 

St. Francis: 5:00 p.m. Sat., 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

St. Stephen: 5:00 p.m. Saturday, 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sacred Heart: 5:00 p.m. Sat., 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Sunday 

 

�� Next meeting:  Tuesday, May 26th, 2020 @ 7:00pm at 

St. Francis Xavier Church in Sartell.  If not in person, it 

will be a virtual meeting for that same time. 
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we will not be having Mass, we are still in need of your 

financial contributions to the church. You can mail your 

contribution to Annunciation Church 9965 Mayhew Lake 

Road NE, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379. Our expenses will be 

continuing during this time, so if you are able your 

contributions will be greatly appreciated. Thank you to all 

who have been giving over the past few weeks.  Your �

generosity is greatly appreciated and needed. 
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We are happy to announce that there is a 

promise of marriage between:  

Ryan Rajkowski and Leah Montag. 

 

"�����#����	������  

The Church will be open from 9-noon, Tuesdays thru Sundays 

for individual prayer as long as social distancing is followed 

and no more than 10 people in church at one time.  Things 

could be changing soon. Please check the churches 

facebook and the Diocesan website for updated information. 

�
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All of our First Communicants, Confirmation Students and 

Tom Skaja as he prepares for his Ordination. 

 

First Communion Students: Cadence Carlson, Noah Czech, 

JulieAnn Gerads, Halle Krajsa, 

Audrie Marshik, Aiden Robinson, 

Blake Zwick, Carson Zwilling. 

 

Confirmation Students: Jackson 

Ackerman, Kayla Brenny, Allyson 

Carstensen-Boe, Carter Lyon, Gina 

Popp, Jordan Popp, Trista Thell, 

David Stamm, Andrew Wollak, Hannah Waytashek. 
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Tues 8:30 am (ML) †Roman & Dorothy Montag  

 

Wed 8:00 am (R) †Vic Weinand-J.&D.S.  

 

Thur 8:30 am (ML) † Ed Rajkowski  

 

Fri 8:00 am (R) †Robert & Alma Popp-T.P.  
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     Week day Masses have  

resumed with restrictions of 

no more than 10 people  

present. Weekend Masses 

will resume soon. Watch our 

web site and our Facebook 

page to get exact reopening 

dates. When we do gather there will be several 

changes we will have to observe in how we safely 

worship together. Please be patient with these 

changes that have been directed by Bishop Kettler, 

with direction from the Center for Disease Control  

and the Minnesota Department of Health. Some  

of the changes you will see include:  No Holy Water 

in the font, Social distancing of attendees, no  

worship aides in the pews, no distribution of  

precious blood, staggered procession for commun-

ion, sign of peace omitted and no servers at the 

Mass. Seating in the church will be three rows 

apart from one another. These changes have been 

necessary steps for protecting the health and the 

safety of all. Because of the presence of Covid-19 

infections in central Minnesota Bishop Kettler  

has continued the dispensation of Catholics in  

the diocese from the obligation to attend Mass  

on Sundays and holy days until further notice.  

So please remember if you are feeling ill please 

stay home. If you feel more comfortable wearing  

a mask during Mass, you can do so, but they must 

be removed to receive communion. Receiving  

communion in the hand is recommended. Cleaning 

and sanitation of the church after each Mass will 

take place.  

     We look forward to the time when we gather as 

community for worship. Please know that God’s 

love is constant and present at every moment! 

Take your worries and concerns to him in prayer 

and find peace of heart in his presence. He can 

give us comfort that the world can’t. 
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"For there are three ways of performing an act of 

mercy: the merciful word, by forgiving and by  

comforting; secondly, if you can offer no word, 

then pray—that too is mercy; and  

thirdly, deeds of mercy." 

 

— St. Faustina Kowalska  
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Sunday:   Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-

  7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-

  7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday: St. Philip Neri (Memorial) 

  Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 

  [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 

  35bc-36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 

  5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26 

Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 

  19-20ab [19a]/Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 

  11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25 

Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16- 

  20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps  

  104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 

  30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39.  

  Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-

  11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex 19:3-8a, 16- 

  20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 

  19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-

  3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-

  2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 

  8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39. Day: Acts 2:1-

  11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 

  30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20: 

  19-23 
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     Week day Masses have  

resumed with restrictions of 

no more than 10 people  

present. Weekend Masses 

will resume soon. Watch our 

web site and our Facebook 

page to get exact reopening 

dates. When we do gather there will be several 

changes we will have to observe in how we safely 

worship together. Please be patient with these 

changes that have been directed by Bishop Kettler, 

with direction from the Center for Disease Control  

and the Minnesota Department of Health. Some  

of the changes you will see include:  No Holy Water 

in the font, Social distancing of attendees, no  

worship aides in the pews, no distribution of  

precious blood, staggered procession for commun-

ion, sign of peace omitted and no servers at the 

Mass. Seating in the church will be three rows 

apart from one another. These changes have been 

necessary steps for protecting the health and the 

safety of all. Because of the presence of Covid-19 

infections in central Minnesota Bishop Kettler  

has continued the dispensation of Catholics in  

the diocese from the obligation to attend Mass  

on Sundays and holy days until further notice.  

So please remember if you are feeling ill please 

stay home. If you feel more comfortable wearing  

a mask during Mass, you can do so, but they must 

be removed to receive communion. Receiving  

communion in the hand is recommended. Cleaning 

and sanitation of the church after each Mass will 

take place.  

     We look forward to the time when we gather as 

community for worship. Please know that God’s 

love is constant and present at every moment! 

Take your worries and concerns to him in prayer 

and find peace of heart in his presence. He can 

give us comfort that the world can’t. 
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"For there are three ways of performing an act of 

mercy: the merciful word, by forgiving and by  

comforting; secondly, if you can offer no word, 

then pray—that too is mercy; and  

thirdly, deeds of mercy." 

 

— St. Faustina Kowalska  
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Sunday:   Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-

  7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-

  7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday: St. Philip Neri (Memorial) 

  Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 

  [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 

  35bc-36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 

  5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26 

Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 

  19-20ab [19a]/Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 

  11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25 

Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16- 

  20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps  

  104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 

  30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39.  

  Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-

  11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex 19:3-8a, 16- 

  20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 

  19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-

  3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-

  2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 

  8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39. Day: Acts 2:1-

  11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 

  30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20: 

  19-23 
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www.northbentondentalcare.com

Family Owned & Operated by Greg & Cory Beierman

330 -1 ST AVE SE   PO Box 238
RICE, MN 56367-0238

Phone: (320) 393-4881
Fax: (320) 393-4894
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FUNERALS CREMATION PREPLANNING
www.williamsdingmann.com

1473 105th St. NW Cliff & Deb Poirier
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PULLING FOR AMERICA’S DAIRYMEN
Ph: 320-393-4270 Fax: 320-393-3788

Mon - Sat 6:30 AM - 9:00 PM • Sun 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

405 E Main St. • Rice       393-4100
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Free Estimates
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Ph: (320) 393-4179 • Cell (320) 249-3156
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(320) 251-1423 
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See us for all your auto needs!
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Rice, MN
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For an Everlasting Memorial

RALPH KATKA
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Cemetery Lettering, Vases & Straightening of Monuments
Ph: 320-387-2350 • Mobile 320-224-3230 

8390 Golden Spike Rd. NE • Foley, MN 56329
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DRSC CONCRETE, INC.
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Dean & Cindy Seppelt
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Lisa Meehl, Realtor
Direct: 320-267-5745 
Office: 320-259-4554

PremierHomeSearch.com

www.dmeats.com 
dombrovski meats co.
968-6275 Foley, MN

Jason Quade

Homes, Land, Commercial
320-980-1022

Search the entire MLS at: JQhomes.comRealtor

715 15th Ave NE • St Joseph, MN 56374

Basements • Dragline 

Black Dirt Screened 

Class #2 Granite •  Fill Sand 

Crushed Concrete • Rip Rap 

Site Preparation

 968-6291 

contactus@foleylumber.com 

North Benton
Redi-Mix, Inc.

320-355-2425 - Plant

320-355-2725 - Office

NBR
Foley, MNFoley, MN

Inc.

Affordable Concrete, 
Front Discharge Mixers 

FREE Estimates
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CatholicMatch.com/MN

SHEET METAL & HEATING
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