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Mass Intentions

Merging

Dec 23 to Dec 27
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People of the Cluster
Betty Simon
Elmer & Amy Schneider

St. Mary’s
Weekly Goal
Actual
YTD* Collection
YTD Goal
Under/Over

$ 1,677
$$ 27,899
$ 40,248
- $ 12,349

Holy Trinity
Weekly Goal
Actual
YTD* Collection
YTD Goal
Under/Over

$ 1,542
$$ 16,775
$ 37,008
- $ 20,233

As some of you have read in the Catholic Messenger, we have been contemplating merging in order to be in accordance with the Pastoral Plan of
the Diocese. Some things to note:
•

Within the next year—out of our 55 active
priests in the Davenport Diocese - 12 will be
70 years old and eligible for retirement. That
will leave us with 33 active priests

•

Within the next 10 years, it is expected there
will be only one priest per county

•

There are no plans of closing any parish in our
Cluster if we merge, and each parish will get
the individual attention they have always received

•

Our parishes have nothing to lose, but will
gain in assets and investment from each other

After we merge, most parishioners will not see
any real difference in how we operate, or even
recognize that a merger has even taken place.
Please note though:
•

“Cluster Parishes” is not a canonical name and
we will have to be creative in renaming our
Cluster

•

Some examples would be “St. Joseph’s of the
Holy Family, St. Mary’s of the Holy Family, and
Holy Trinity of the Holy Family”, keeping our
individual identities

•

Another example could be “St. Mary’s and St.
Joseph’s of the Holy Trinity” (again, keeping
our individual identities)

St. Joseph’s
Weekly Goal
Actual
YTD* Collection
YTD Goal
Under/Over
Pastor
.

Rev. Fr. Bill Roush
319-648-2331
319-430-6888
roushw@diodav.org

Deacon
Dcn. Derick Cranston
Pastoral Associate

319-936-0927

derickcranston@gmail.com

Cluster Parish Office
319-648-2331
P.O. Box C
360 N. Washburn St.
Riverside, IA 52327
.

$ 644
$$ 3,712
$ 15,456
- $ 11,744
Cluster Parish
Staff
Business Administrator

Jane Duwa
319-648-2331

rvsec@iowatelecom.net

Financial Secretary

Tami Edwards
319-648-2331

riversidestmaryfin@diodav.org

Director of Religious Ed

Rosemary Fiagle
319-354-7048

rfiagle79@gmail.com

No names have been decided, but I would like for
everyone to contemplate upon this. If you have
any suggestions, please let us know. We will be
three small voices in our Diocese, but one family
with a stronger voice. Please feel free to contact
us with any questions or concerns.
May God Bless You

- Fr Bill

Weekly Reflection

Below is last week’s reflection

The Judean Desert is a rocky wasteland pockmarked
by jagged cliffs, and crisscrossed by deep ravines, 600
to 1,200 feet deep. It is a harsh and barren place inhospitable to life. Yet it is also the place where one of the
most important messengers in the world lived and proclaimed the message of God’s coming.
God’s ways are not our ways, and He comes to us in
ways we would least suspect. 2000 years ago, He did
not choose to come int the world in a burst of glory
from the clouds with the trumpets of angels blaring.
Instead, God chose to come into the world as a helpless infant, born in a cave crowded with animals.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Chase Edwin Hora who was baptized at St. Mary's last Sunday! Chase is the son of
Justin and Kelly Hora.
Livestream Mass
Will livestream Mass until the end of the year, as we
have been doing, and then reevaluate the COVID-19
numbers in January. Thank you for your patience.

He then waited 30 years living an anonymous life,
working as a common laborer in a small village in a
remote region of the world. When He chose to make
Himself known, He chose the least likely of messengers who lived in a barren wasteland.

Confession
If you would like me to hear your confession, I encourage you to contact me if you would like me to
hear your confession. My phone # is (319) 430-6888,
and we can meet before or after Mass, or a better suited time.

Yet people from all over the countryside and the city
of Jerusalem heard the message. They flocked out in
droves to see this strange man dressed in camel hair,
so they could hear him with their own ears. When they
heard the message, they heeded what he said, and repented of their sins.

Scams
Please always be on the lookout for scams. Fr. Bill
does not communicate through Facebook nor does he
email or text people asking for money.

They waited in long lines to be baptized by John, and
hung on his every word. And what did he say? He
said, “I baptize with water; but there is one among you
whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming
after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”
The unprecedented way in which God revealed Himself must have been mind boggling to the people of
that day. Coming to them where they were at, and in a
clearly defined manner, did not happen. Instead, they
had to make an extra effort and sort through the confusing manner in which He presented Himself.
This past year has presented all of us with unprecedented challenges, and we struggle to grasp the best
way to navigate through these challenges. We have
had to avoid gatherings, wear masks, and change the
way we worship in ways we are not comfortable with.
But God is still with us proclaiming His message of
salvation and love. We just have to try a little harder,
and realize that God’s ways are not our ways.
God Bless
- Deacon Derick
.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Brenna Kay Becker who was baptized at St. Mary's last Sunday! Brenna is the daughter
of Tyler and Kristen Becker.

Cluster Parishes Christmas Spirit of Giving
Due to the Coronavirus, HACAP will not be accepting toys and distributing them to families this
year. However, there are a couple of other opportunities to assist families during this Christmas Season:
• Toys for Tots will be collecting new toys at the
Sycamore Mall
• KC Winter Clothes Collection (see below)
• HACAP is distributing gift cards to families in
need. You can support these families by giving a
monetary donation by going to: www.hacap.org
• Then tab HOW TO HELP”
• Then tab ADOPT A FAMILY”
• Then tab DONATE HERE”
• You may add a note to which county in which you
would like this donation to be allocated
Hope you and your family has a Healthy and Safe
Holiday Season!
KC Winter Apparel and Clothes Collection
On the weekend of Dec 19th and 20th, the Knights of
Columbus will be collecting winter apparel and
clothes after Mass for an hour. We ask that all items
be laundered before you bring them. Thank you.

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Prayer Intentions
Please continue to contact us if you have a birthday,
anniversary, or prayer intention.
Pleasantview Employment Opportunity
Pleasantview Retirement Community is looking for a
Business Office Coordinator. Applications accepted
until December 16. The position is full-time M-F. Experience preferred in health care or dental office. Excellent customer service, account payables, billing and
payroll. To view job description or apply
online: www.pvkalona.com
Are Your Adult Kids Members of the Parish?
If you have an adult son or daughter, please have them
register as parish members. Having them register as
separate members helps with record keeping. In addition, the more registered members we have, the more
viable a parish we are.
Wounded by Abortion?
Project Rachel can help. They understand the emotional
pain that follows an abortion. Please call the Helpline:
563-333-4107 or 1-888-456–HOPE. Mon, Wed, and Fri
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Message to FF Families
Several people have asked me if they were doing
their faith formation lessons correctly. Please do not
worry about that. They are not being graded.
The main thing I would like you to do is spend an
hour a week with your children, and talk about your
faith. The online lessons and workbooks are provided
as a resource to give you suggestions.
If you would like a workbook, please feel free to stop
by the office and pick one up, or email
rvsec@iowatelecom.net to arrange for one to be
dropped off.
Again, please simply take the time to spend an hour
a week with your family and discuss your faith. The
lessons are there to help you with this discussion.
May God Bless You, Always!
- Fr Bill
.

Emmaus Groups
Please consider joining
a “Discipleship Quad” to
participate in an Emmaus
Group.
These are four-person prayer groups that are very informal and flexible to accommodate your schedule. Information and videos can be found at clusterparishes.org. Click the “Communications &
Resources” tab, and click on “Emmaus Groups”.

You may also contact Dcn Derick derickcranston@gmail.com (319) 936-0927, or Fr Bill
roushw@diodav.org (319) 430-6888.
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until December 16. The position is full-time M-F. Experience preferred in health care or dental office. Excellent customer service, account payables, billing and
payroll. To view job description or apply
online: www.pvkalona.com
Are Your Adult Kids Members of the Parish?
If you have an adult son or daughter, please have them
register as parish members. Having them register as
separate members helps with record keeping. In addition, the more registered members we have, the more
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pain that follows an abortion. Please call the Helpline:
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Several people have asked me if they were doing
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worry about that. They are not being graded.
The main thing I would like you to do is spend an
hour a week with your children, and talk about your
faith. The online lessons and workbooks are provided
as a resource to give you suggestions.
If you would like a workbook, please feel free to stop
by the office and pick one up, or email
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dropped off.
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a week with your family and discuss your faith. The
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Emmaus Groups
Please consider joining
a “Discipleship Quad” to
participate in an Emmaus
Group.
These are four-person prayer groups that are very informal and flexible to accommodate your schedule. Information and videos can be found at clusterparishes.org. Click the “Communications &
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You may also contact Dcn Derick derickcranston@gmail.com (319) 936-0927, or Fr Bill
roushw@diodav.org (319) 430-6888.

Fisher Insurance Agency

Powell Funeral Homes
& Cremation Service
Kalona
Wellman
319-656-3200 319-646-2122

Randy Wessling
Construction

Siding • Roofing • Windows

656.2262

www.powellfuneralhomes.com

garyf@fisherins.com

Serving families since 1911

18 Years
Experience

514 B Ave, Kalona, IA 52247

Gary Fisher

Riverside • 648-5209

McCreedy-Ruth

www.wesslingconstruction.com

319-351-7423

(319) 648-4111
(866) 263-8112

2nd & Greene
Riverside

www.lewisfuneralhomes.com

Serving and Supporting the Riverside Community

2975 Hwy 22 • PO Box 130
Riverside, IA 52327

Construction, LLC

Builders of fine quality homes
5494 Oakcrest Hill Rd SE
Riverside, IA 52327
319-330-9096

Waterproofing • Repairing
Replacement • Straightening

319-648-3602
chad@stumpfconstructionia.com
www.stumpfcontructionia.com

600 Hwy 1 West, Iowa City, IA 52246
(319) 337-4054
www.iowacity.abbeycarpet.com

STEVENS

EROSION CONTROL
319.936.0526
RILEY HERSHBERGER - OWNER
201 14th St. • Kalona, IA 52247

Silt Fencing • Seeding • Sodding
Erosion Matting • Snow Removal

319.631.0160
Riverside, IA

John Redlinger, owner

316-656-2233 or 319-653-2164
Kalona, Washington & Wayland

Iowa City • 319-338-3498
CONCRETE PAVING

peterseimfuneralhome.com

FIBER

2193 Lexington Blvd • Washington, IA
319-653-6676

beattyfh.com

WELLMAN
PRODUCE CO.

INTERNET | HD VIDEO | SECURITY
NETWORKING | PHONE SYSTEMS

KCTCWashington.com/SHOP

,

Toll Free: 1-844-400-5282

Hayley Hershberger

Realtor®, Broker Associate
221 1st St. • Kalona, IA
Mobile: 319.430.4346

319-646-6073
Feed & Grain • Pet Food
Softener Salt

www.kalonarealty.com

WE’RE HERE | WE’RE REAL | WE’RE LOCAL
Computer • Smartphone • Tablets
TVs • Accessories • Office Supplies
The-iTech.com
Washington
319-591-2001

Kalona
319-656-8324

“Good Friends & Cold Beer Is What You’ll Find Here.”

Seamless Aluminum .32 gauge
5” & 6” Gutters Custom Colors

“Where The Food
& Drinks Are
Outlandish!”

FREE ESTIMATES

Riverside, IA

Julie Chown
(319) 351-7845

(319) 648-2888

1-800-789-8770
www.MRGUTTERLTD.com

1100 5th St, Ste 201
Coralville, IA 52241

St. Francis
Veterinary Clinic

Jason Duwa

Residential • Commercial • Custom Telebelting
319-936-3160 | www.dqwalls.com | Riverside, IA

(319) 648-3079

3070 Hwy 22 East
Riverside, IA 52327

Dr. Greg Schnoebelen

(319) 648-5555

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

3030 Highway 22, Riverside, IA 52327

Mincer Country Catering

www.hdcabinetshop.com

“We cater to all your needs”

Showroom & Shop
Kitchen Cabinets
Custom Built-ins
Fireplace Mantels
Commercial Case Work

Big Onsite Grill
Large or Small Groups

319-629-5390 or 319-631-4361

Heartland Designs Trim Carpentry LLC
2036 Hwy 22 • Kalona, Iowa 52247
Office (319) 656-3305

For all your home, farm & light industrial electrical needs.

Doug Michel, Owner & Parishioner
Riverside, IA | P: (319) 338-0123 | C: (319) 930-6699
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