THE EPIPHANY
OF THE LORD

They were overjoyed at seeing the
star, and on entering the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themselves and
did him homage. Then they opened
their treasures and offered him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
- Mt 2:10-1

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass €200, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Call the office (378-4431 ext. 2) to receive the sacrament please call the

to register full or part-time. rectory. Please notify us of any
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Support Local Business!

Prayer for the Synod on Synodality

¢ The Bishops have requested this prayer be

: recited for the Synod of 2021-2023. This prayer
< invites the Holy Spirit to operate within us so

E that we may be a community and a people of

: grace.

« We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather
 together in Your name.

« With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at

+ home in our hearts;

« Teach us the way we must go and how we are
: to pursue it.

+ We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote
« disorder.

< Do no let ignorance lead us down the wrong

E path nor partiality influence our actions.

* Let us find in You our unity so that we ay jour-
+ ney together to eternal life and not stray from

« the way of truth and what is right.

 All this we ask of You, who are at work in every
: place and time, in the communion of the Father
+ and the Son, forever and ever.
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Jan. 2, 2022: The Epiphany of the Lord
by Mary M. McGlone

Who were those wanderers who, unimpressed by King Herod, did homage to a newborn babe and allowed an angel to change
their travel plans? Our creche sets, carols and myths tell us they numbered three — an idea deduced from the gifts Matthew
mentions — but there's no reason to think that there were not more of them: more people and more gifts. By tradition, they
are called kings. If so, probably no more than ourselves who are baptized as priests, prophets and kings. (Not many areas of
the world had three monarchs anxious to travel together to discover and revere yet another king.) Better we call them the
Magi, a title that hints at mystery, magic and miracles. Historians say it's unlikely that their story reflects any verifiable event.
For us, more important than historical fact is the reason Matthew made this part of his Gospel. In that realm, he left us lots of
hints. First of all, Matthew borrowed key details for his story from Isaiah's prophecies. Isaiah assures the people who have
been in darkness that the light of God's glory will shine on them and that their faith will attract people from afar who will
come bearing gifts. With that, we have the background for the star, the travelers, the camels and the gifts: all signs of the ad-
vent of God's salvation.

Matthew is commenting on Isaiah and portraying Jesus as the fulfillment of ancient hopes. Continuing his commentary, Mat-
thew describes how the Magi questioned King Herod about prophecies that referred to a king to come. Herod called in
theologians who, foreshadowing future officials' attitudes about Jesus, quoted prophecies but exhibited no curiosity to see
how they might be fulfilled in their own lifetimes. Matthew thus begins his Gospel with Jesus, Emmanuel, endangered among
his own people and revered by representatives of the Gentile world. Matthew's Gospel ends with Christ's command to make
disciples of all the nations and the promise that as our Emmanuel, he will remain with us until the end.

What does this narrative mean for us today as we begin the year 20227 Perhaps in these uncertain times (will COVID-19 ever
end?), the Magi, those people willing to walk together like participants in a synod, can be our guides. More than the time and
money required for their journey, they possessed a key combination of self-confidence and desire for more meaning in life.
These attitudes urged them to read the signs of the times and to venture into the unknown. They humbly believed there was
more wisdom in the world than they had yet discovered. These travelers, unafraid to seek knowledge from afar, were moved
— literally — by a holy disquiet, the restlessness St. Augustine says niggles at us until we rest in God. Thus, they set off in a
caravan that became the first Christian pilgrimage.

Today, we see signs of a similar holy disquiet. As a result of COVID-19, people are reevaluating their lives. Researchers have
reported that between January and October 2021, one in four people in the U.S. quit their jobs. Additionally, COVID-19 has
made it impossible to ignore both the continuing political divisions among us and the wealth and wellness gaps that isolate us
from one another, leaving multitudes of our brothers and sisters unconscionably vulnerable. At the same time, while some of
our sick and their families suffered an isolation that magnified and even overshadowed the physical effects of illness, others
discovered Zoom and other ways to be in direct, visual contact with their loved ones hundreds or even thousands of miles
away.

In his book, Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future, Pope Francis shares ideas highly applicable to today's feast. He describes
our time as a change of epoch, not simply a time of change. He says that this change, "accelerated by the coronavirus, is a pro-
pitious moment for reading the signs of the times." Avoiding the trap of easy answers, Francis says, "A gap has opened up be-
tween the realities and challenges we face and the recipes and solutions available to us. That gap becomes a space in which to
reflect, question, and dialogue."

Let us look to the Magi as models. Inspired by the gap between their knowledge and their hopes, they set out to seek meaning
that their lives had not yet given them. They reflected together on the signs of their times and sought wisdom from foreigners,
confident that truth from another quarter would only add to the truth they already understood.

As a synodal people, let us be on the move, discerning the signs of our times while refusing to be awestruck by self-important
leaders. Let us share the Magi's humble curiosity. Let us appropriate a share of their courage and confidence to that we too can
seek, find and follow Christ in our world.

[St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone serves on the congregational leadership team of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.]
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12/19/21 Solon Gordon Minong
Envelopes $864 $1075 $1135
Loose Change $31 $135 $51
Fuel

Building Fund $85 $100 $79
Immaculate $25 $37
Conception

Haiti

Christmas Flowers

Total $1005 $1310 $1302
Electronic Donations

((November) $755 $320 $1404.14
CSA Results

(as of: 11/02/21 $4530 $5965 $6795
% of Goal 43% 92% 48%

Pray For our friends and neighbors who are ill or home-

bound. If you know someone who should be put on or removed from
this list, please call the office.

Laverne Treb Joseph Treb

Virginia Bartelt John Poole

Readings for the week of January 02, 2022

Sunday: Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
Monday: Holy Name of Jesus
1Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
1Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: St. John Neumann
1Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: St. Andre Bessette
1Jn 4:19-5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: St. Raymond Penyafort 1st.Friday
1Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:
1Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30
Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord
Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk
3:15-16, 21-22 or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25,
27-28,29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk

3:15-16, 21-22

-~ b @ ®
2R
o WY e Announcements and
o =, 32 2
o TR Upcoming Events

St. Mary’s is looking for nominations or
volunteers for two Parish Counsel
members . Please pray for the guidance
of the Holy Spirit in filling these positions.
If you know of someone who you would
Nt like to nominate or if you feel called to
S this position please contact the parish
officel
¢ If you are interested in being a Reader/Lector
please contact

"R Fr. Kinney at the parish office:
;‘,’: < 715-378-4431

4 After the Christmas holidays, please save your used
Christmas cards for CCWM to make homemade

k\\”'.:,, Christmas cards for Middle River/Aspen nursing
r;v?;l‘ home in 2022. There will be a box at the back of
Py each of the churches for you to drop in your used

o Christmas cards. Or you may give them to Emily
"% Stegmann or Megan Trautman at St. Pius, Janet
Johnson at St. Anthony, and Josie Johnson at
St. Mary's. CCWM appreciated your
assistance by providing us with your
used Christmas cards."

7,
3,' RS Religious Education Schedule for January
e St Mary's Classes:
e o January 16
;,,T:., January 30
7 St. Pius Classes:
January 9
o January 30
Y
‘s For more information on events and activities,

Little Flowers or
; > Catechesis of the Good Shepherd check out our website
- ;‘ e ) at:
o )y https://www.stspiusmaryanthony.com/

<

Food Shelf Collection

There will be collections for the Food Shelf ” ;

at each of the churches. Please look for the
Food Shelf collection box to put
non-perishable food items in.

Electronic Giving

Enjoy the convenience of electronic giving. Our church offers
electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a
scheduled, automatic basis. If you are writing checks and pre-
paring envelopes every week, you will especially appreciate
electronic giving. It is convenient for you and provides much-
needed donation consistency for our church.

To set up electronic contributions you can go to the website;

https://www.stspiusmaryanthony.com/
nload a form or call the office (715-378—4431 ext. 2)
one to be sent to you.
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Bratley-Nelson
Funeral Homes
& Crematory

Solon Springs Funeral Home

PO Box 264
Solon Springs, WI 54873

¥ 715-378-2291 <

www.bratley-nelsonchapels.com

WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.

-

[Pj Contact us at careers@4lpi.com

www.4lpi.com/careers

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Kena Owen to place
an ad today! kowen@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5876

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

FREE

AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE OF THIS SPACE
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Luostari
Pump Service
Call Brian 715-364-2921

Specializing in all well pump
repairs & replacements

New & Old

20 Years Experience

Insurance Advocate Services L.c

Confused About
Medicare Plans?
WE CAN HELP!

Special VETERANS Programs

Shane Benoy
Independent Agent & Veteran
302 5th Ave - Minong, WI

(651) 253-5722

Trusted “In Person” Advisor

InsuredWithShane.com
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