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Gratitude 

‘Jesus, I am astounded at your love and generosity - toward me!’ 

 

These words from “The Word Among Us” for this weekend’s meditation is the very message I hope to convey.  

 

We need some time to grieve the losses - loss of gathering to celebrate mass together, loss of the ability to receive Holy Commun-

ion, loss of participating together in many sacraments, all of the unknowns, illness, and death in our midst, among others.  We all 

experience this grief in our unique ways, whether it be sadness, anger, anxiety, the feeling of being overwhelmed, or the feeling of 

fatigue. It can be helpful to recognize that we are grieving (often collectively). 

 

This worry, anguish, and exhaustion are symbolized by the rock in front of Jesus’ tomb, says Pope Francis. He wrote in an April 

17th editorial in Vida Nueva: “We [see] anointing poured out by doctors, nurses, warehouse workers, cleaners, caretakers, trans-

porters, security forces, volunteers, priests, nuns, grandparents and educators and so many others who [are] encouraged to give 

everything they [have] to bring a little healing, calm, and soul to [this] situation.” 

 

Because of Jesus’ resurrection and God’s great love, we have so many gifts!  So many blessings! Literally, millions of things for 

which to be thankful! It is, perhaps, a mindset or a different way of thinking. People who have lived through The Great Depression 

have said families shared what little they had with others, who perhaps had even less. No one felt poor because everyone was ‘in it 

together’. At this time, many have gone beyond their usual by making a meal, picking up supplies, sending a card, calling a friend 

or a neighbor, and helping out in our community. Most of us have been cleaning and washing our hands - early spring cleaning or 

maybe some decluttering.  And others have spent the ‘extra’ time in prayer, meditation or deep reflection. Some are weary with 

caring for children, while working and trying to schedule school from home. Many are worried, as they care for the sick, try to juggle 

finances, and are unable to gather with loved ones. Some are lonely. That rock in front of the tomb…. 

 

We all need to remember God’s Gift of Grace and to share that grace with others and ourselves.  

 

Grace, Gratis, Gratitude - these words come from the same Latin root.  Grace is unmerited (we did nothing to deserve it), it is free, 

and we are thankful.   

 

The mindful practice of gratitude is a simple way to reflect on God’s gifts and live gratefully: seeing the early spring blooms or hear-

ing the birds chirping. Smelling someone grilling down the block or feeling the sunshine on your face.  Savoring the flavor of choco-

late! Spending a little bit of time remembering something good from each day. It can be something quite small (getting out of jam-

mies) or a major event - like learning how to watch daily mass over the internet! 

 

This YouTube video link is a TED talk given by Louie Schwartzberg from 2011.  He is a former time lapse videographer, so the pho-

tography is spectacular. The second part of the video is narrated by Brother David Steindl Rast - who at that time was in his 90s - 

an expert on gratitude.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXDMoiEkyuQ 

 

“Jesus, I am astounded at your love and generosity - toward me!’ - Nancy Ludescher, Parish Nurse  

Lighter Side: Home in Heaven 

 

A pastor and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. St. Peter was at the pearly 

gates waiting for them. 

 

“Come with me,” said St. Peter to the taxi driver. 

 

The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St. Peter to a mansion. It had every-

thing you could imagine, from a bowling alley to an Olympic-sized swimming pool. 

 

“Wow, thank you,” said the taxi driver. 

 

Next, St. Peter led the pastor to a rugged old shack with a bunk bed and a little old 

television set. 

 

“Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,” said the pastor. “Shouldn’t I be the one 

who gets the mansion? After all, I was a pastor, went to church every day, and 

preached God’s word.” 

 

“Yes, that’s true,” said St. Peter. “But during your sermons, people slept. When the 

taxi driver drove, everyone prayed.”  ©LPi 



Act of Spiritual Communion   

My Jesus, 

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

Northfield Area Fire & Rescue "Feed the Need" 

 

Our Annual Northfield Area Fire Department food drive has 

taken on a new "look" this year! Even though we can't go door 

to door throughout our community with our fire trucks and vol-

unteers, we know that the Community Action Center's Food 

Shelf needs our support now more than ever, as many families 

in our community are impacted by COVID-19.  To that end, we 

are working with CAC to organize a "Feed the Need" opportu-

nity where anyone from the community can bring food dona-

tions directly to CAC's Food Shelf at 1651 Jefferson Parkway 

on Sunday, May 3rd from 9a-11a. CAC has created a safe way 

to simply drive up and leave donations outside.  And many 

health and safety precautions are in place at the food shelf to 

safely receive donations. The food shelf is happy to accept non

-perishable donations within 2 years of the “best by” date. 

Please visit the CAC website for a full list of items most 

needed. We hope to see you Sunday, May 3nd at CAC!  Our 

address is 1651 Jefferson Parkway. 

Distance Learning Updates! 

St. Dominic School inspires children to excel as confident leaders, critical thinkers, and responsible citizens in a Catholic values-

based (distant learning) community. We are about one month into Distance Learning and things are going well! 

 

For the most part, every grade is following the same schedule, 

and we have limited the amount of educational apps used, in 

order to keep things consistent, especially for those families with 

multiple children. 

 

Students start their day with live morning announcements at 

9:00. Announcements are an all-school Zoom meeting hosted by 

Mrs. Marvin where she shares important school information and 

students recite our school prayer and the pledge of allegiance. 

From there, students move into their classroom Morning Meet-

ing via Zoom. Literacy, Math, and Religion take place before stu-

dents break for lunch and no screen-time activities. After lunch, 

they complete Social Studies, Science and Phy Ed. Specialists 

classes happen on Fridays which include, STEM, Art, and Music. 

The typical school day ends around 2:00.  

 

Our first-grade teacher, Jane Jeffrey, says it perfectly, “The kids 

and families have put much effort into this new way of doing 

school.  It is great to have the ability to see everyone and com-

municate via Zoom and other learning apps. The children are 

able to talk to and see their classmates and teachers.  I think we 

have all learned how important making connections is to our 

well being.” Our staff has worked hard to ensure that our stu-

dents are in a constructive and beneficial learning environment. 

Although state academic standards are very important and 

teachers are making every effort to complete those require-

ments, the number one priority continues to be emotional health 

during this unprecedented time. Teachers are fostering faith lives to help students use this time to lean into their faith for under-

standing of and comfort during this pandemic.  

 

In addition to completing our school work, the St. Dominic Community has continued to create a close bond. Families are helping 

each other out, whether it is through words of encouragement, academic help, fabric mask making, or flower door drops. Students 

are acknowledging each other’s accolades and are helping to create positive online work environments that are conducive to posi-

tive learning. Our staff has been diligent on checking in with our families to ensure safety and care are being taken to the whole 

community. If nothing else, this pandemic has taught the St. Dominic community just how close of a family we are with each other.  

 

The students and staff at St. Dominic School continue to pray for our Parishioners, fellow school families, and the broader North-

field Community. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled or afraid.”- John 14:27. 

 

To learn more about St. Dominic School’s Distance learning, please visit the school’s website at www.schoolofstdominic.org/

distance-learning.  -Written by Kati Reak Sletten, Advancement Director 

Parishioner Loan Fund 

Thanks to the generosity of many parishioners, we have more 

than $48,000 available in the Parishioner Loan Fund.  We 

hope now that anyone who is in need of financial support at 

this time will come forward.  Please write directly to either Fr. 

Bob or Fr. Frank with a brief description of amount needed. 



A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and pro-

claimed: “You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jeru-

salem. Let this be known to you, and listen to my words. 

You who are Israelites, hear these words. Jesus the Nazarene 

was a man commended to you by God with mighty deeds, won-

ders, and signs, which God worked through him in your midst, 

as you yourselves know. This man, delivered up by the set plan 

and foreknowledge of God, you killed, using lawless men to 

crucify him. But God raised him up, releasing him from the 

throes of death, because it was impossible for him to be held 

by it. For David says of him: I saw the Lord ever before me, 

with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. Therefore 

my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted; my flesh, 

too, will dwell in hope, because you will not abandon my soul 

to the netherworld, nor will you suffer your holy one to see cor-

ruption. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will 

fill me with joy in your presence. 

 

“My brothers, one can confidently say to you about the patri-

arch David that he died and was buried, and his tomb is in our 

midst to this day. But since he was a prophet and knew that 

God had sworn an oath to him that he would set one of his 

descendants upon his throne, he foresaw and spoke of the 

resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he abandoned to 

the netherworld nor did his flesh see corruption. God raised 

this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses. Exalted at the right 

hand of God, he received the promise of the Holy Spirit from 

the Father and poured him forth, as you see and hear.” 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 

Beloved: If you invoke as Father him who judges impartially 

according to each one’s works, conduct yourselves with rever-

ence during the time of your sojourning, realizing that you were 

ransomed from your futile conduct, handed on by your ances-

tors, not with perishable things like silver or gold but with the 

precious blood of Christ as of a spotless unblemished lamb. He 

was known before the foundation of the world but revealed in 

the final time for you, who through him believe in God who 

raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 

and hope are in God. 

Children’s Corner 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 

That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ disciples 

were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Em-

maus, and they were conversing about all the things that had 

occurred. And it happened that while they were conversing and 

debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, 

but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. He asked 

them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?” They 

stopped, looking downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, said 

to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does 

not know of the things that have taken place there in these 

days?” And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” They 

said to him, “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, 

who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 

all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed 

him over to a sentence of death and crucified him. But we 

were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and 

besides all this, it is now the third day since this took place. 

Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: 

they were at the tomb early in the morning and did not find his 

body; they came back and reported that they had indeed seen 

a vision of angels who announced that he was alive. Then 

some of those with us went to the tomb and found things just 

as the women had described, but him they did not see.” And 

he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to 

believe all that the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary that 

the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he inter-

preted to them what referred to him in all the Scriptures. As 

they approached the village to which they were going, he gave 

the impression that he was going on farther. But they urged 

him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost 

over.” So he went in to stay with them. And it happened that, 

while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the bless-

ing, broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes were 

opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their 

sight. Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burn-

ing within us while he spoke to us on the way and opened the 

Scriptures to us?” So they set out at once and returned to Jeru-

salem where they found gathered together the eleven and 

those with them who were saying, “The Lord has truly been 

raised and has appeared to Simon!” Then the two recounted 

what had taken place on the way and how he was made 

known to them in the breaking of bread.  



Prayer for the Sick 

O God, our refuge in trials, our strength, our comfort in 

sorrow, hear our prayers for your servants who are sick; 

grant them your merciful help, so that with their health 

restored, they may give you thanks in the midst of your 

Church. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Mass Intentions  

 

Sat. Apr 25 5:00 PM † Kathy Boudreau 

Sun. Apr 26 8:00 AM † Daniel Malecha 

  8:30 AM † Stephen McCabe 

  12:00 PM † For the Parish (Misa) 

Tues. Apr 28 10:00 AM † Bob Vogel 

Wed. Apr 29 10:00 AM † Jack and Fran Massa 

Thurs. Apr 30  10:00 AM     † Michael O’Neill 

Fri.     May 1    10:00 AM † John and Pat Dudley 

Sat. May 2 5:00 PM † Robert Boudreau 

Sun. May 3 8:00 AM † Raymond and Geraldine Johnson 

  8:30 AM † Johnny and Ceil Berres 

  12:00 PM †  For the Parish (Misa) 

Masses 

Masses are available Live on Facebook.  You do not need 

an account to watch.   

https://www.facebook.com/churchofstdominicnfld/  

The Saturday Vigil masses are available on Vimeo: 

https://vimeo.com/channels/stdominic  

Please pray for all those on the St Dominic 

prayer list.    If you wish to add a name, please 

contact the Parish Office. 
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Envelope/plate contributions, April 19      $10,312.00 

Automatic (ACH) contributions                       $3,179.00 

Weekly collection budget                                   $15,987.53 

Year-to-date surplus (shortfall)                  ($23,009.76) 

Thank you for your support! 

Quick Catholic Lessons 

Confirmed young adults and older are invited to stay con-

nected and learn more about their faith with Quick Catho-

lic Lessons with Fr. Mike. The study includes short videos 

from Ascension Presents with Fr. Mike Schmitz on current 

topics along with discussion questions and key takeaways 

based on Catholic teachings. This study is being offered 

through volunteers within our St. Dominic Church commu-

nity and meets online every 2nd and 4th Monday of the 

month from 6:30-7:30 pm, year-round. For more informa-

t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  t h e  p a r i s h  o f f i c e 

or amy.acheson@icloud.com.  

 

Program information from Ascension Presents: https://

ascensionpress.com/products/quick-catholic-lesson-with-

fr-mike 

Spiritual Resources! 

Catholic churches and publishers are being very generous 

at this time, offering free resources to people at home to 

nourish them and their children. 

TV 

�� Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 a.m. on KSTC-

TV/45 

�� Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ 

(Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2) 

�� St. Olaf, Minneapolis: MCN Cable Channel 6, Sundays 

at 8 p.m. and Mondays at 10 a.m. 

�� St. Michael Broadcasting, Channel 14, antenna based 

(not cable) Catholic television airing several Masses 

per day 

�� EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM and Rosary at 

8:30 PM 

�� WUCW 23 7:30 AM and 9:30 am Sundays    

�� WGNA 8 and also NRC Senior TV 081  7:00 AM Sun-

days  

Radio 

�� Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sundays at 

noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m. 

�� EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 

St. Dominic masses will be archived at the following site: 

https://vimeo.com/channels/stdominic.  You can also 

receive them by signing up for Flocknote’s “Church of St. 

Dominic” group! 

 

Archdiocese Page of Resources:  https://

www.archspm.org/covid19/prayer-formation-resources  

 

We have already had access to Word on Fire Digital 

(https://www.wofdigital.org/ ) — simply “Sign In” with the 

email on which you receive Parish Flocknote emails.  

Aren’t on Flocknote yet?  Text Dominic1 to 84576 to sign 

up for Flocknote (En Español: 202-765-3441) or visit 

https://stdominicnfld.flocknote.com/—and join “St. Domi-

nic’s Emergency Contact” and “Church of St. Dominic” for 

more important updates.   

 

Are you able to financially support the church in our dis-

tance ministry and digital outreach?  Donations can be 

mailed to the parish office or left in the drop box in the 

church foyer, automatic contributions can be arranged 

using the “2020 Electronic Giving Form” available on our 

website, or Paypal donations are accepted at this time 

(look for the yellow button on the website).  Thank you for 

your generosity, whether it be financial or your prayers. 

NEXT WEEK IS THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) 

 

Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/1 

Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD.  
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Strese’s Tree
Moving Service

“Buying & Selling of Trees”
 Free Estimates - Insured

For All Your Tree Moving Needs
(612) 282-3526

John Heerema, President 
1180 Frontage Rd. East • Owatonna

507-455-9551

DOUGS AUTO
SERVICE

1802 CANNON ROAD

507-663-1371

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Tony & Nancy Guth

645-9760

Benson & Langehough 
Funeral Home & Cremation 

507-645-5123

northfieldfuneral.com

Since 1949
“Call For Goodness Cakes”

410 Division 507-645-8392

Lennox Heating & Air Conditioning 

KEVIN BETTERLY, Parishioner
663-1208 • www.betterairinc.com

CASTLE ROCK BANK
Castle Rock, MN • Member FDIC

Phone 507-645-7751

CASTLE ROCK AGENCY
“All Types of Insurance”

Phone 651-463-4014

651-203-8888

507-645-5264
www.professionaldrivedental.com

Waterford Oil Company
Northfield

507-645-5659 • 1500 Riverview Dr.
Waterfordoilco@mac.com

For all your  
Home Improvement Needs

Christopher Fink, Parishioner

612-749-9752
License: BC20443625

           Animal Hospital 
                       & Kennels

          (507) 645-4522

708 Schilling Drive •  Dundas, MN 55109 
Where Knowledge & Compassion Meet

 
Tu Quach, Parishioner

1500 Clinton Lane, Suite # E
(507) 664-2040

Voted Best Manicure in Southern Minnesota

Farmers Mill &
Elevator Inc.

THE AUGE’s (507) 645-5648

Castle Rock, MN (651) 463-8041

“Care you can trust from 
people that you know”

Now proudly serving the Northfield & Faribault community. 
710 Division St. S. • Northfield, MN • 505-645-2261

Unique Window Shadings, LLC
We’ve got you covered 

Pat & Carol Fraher 
612-600-6636 

No Job too large or too small

(612) 867-9261

 
Local family-owned  

and  
operated business

421 S. Division St.
507-664-0400

www.thehideawaynorthfield.com

www.northfieldkennels.com

507.649.1111

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Northfield

507.645.4418
Farmington

651.463.4440
Faribault

507.334.3908
Ask About Our CD Specials | premierbanks.com

 
C

Call to find out what care option 
 is right for your loved one.

507-664-8800

www.shopfamilyfare.com
601 Division St, Northfield  (507) 645-9514

REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS?  
It all starts with a conversation. Let’s have one. 

Text. Call. Email. Anytime. 

Mary Jo Winter 
612-701-2079 
Mj@maryjowinter.com 
“We make a living by what we get,  
we make a life by what we give.”

Service, Collision and 24 HR Towing
South, 1235 Highway 3, Northfield  (507) 663-1217

Catering 
Take-Out Tuesdays 

Custom Orders 
Gathering Space

410 Stafford Lane S. Dundas 55019 
RuthsOnStafford.com | 507-581-7410

Bring this in to receive 5 cents o� per 
gallon of fuel at Ziggy’s!

Expires 12/31/20
109 Water St South, North�eld MN

Honest & Affordable Auto Repair
Keep it local!

Contact Tom Maakestad • tmaakestad@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5858

Farm Wanted 
Family of parishioners 

seeking purchase,  
partnership, etc.  

(651) 216-0648

507-334-3948  www.bacards.org
Catholic High School in Faribault

Make Your Move in 2020

Mike Zenner Edina Realty 
507-210-2107   mikezenner@edinarealty.com

A stress free environment that can enhance 
 the quality of your senior years.

*Independent, Assisted & Memory Care*


