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Jesus is the Sacrament of God, and We are the Sacrament of Jesus 

“Jesus is the Sacrament of God and we are the sacrament of Jesus” is a particularly poignant reminder for us, this first weekend in 

May, when in past years we have celebrated First Holy Communion.  This year, as we face COVID-19 by following the guidelines of 

social distancing and small gatherings, where do we go to encounter the sacramental presence of God? We can do this by praying 

for one another. The Catechism of the Catholic Church ( #775) explains it this way: “The Church’s first purpose is to be the sacra-

ment of the inner union of individuals with God. Because our communion with one another is rooted in that union with God, the 

Church is also the sacrament of unity of the human race.”   

 

Let us be the living body of Christ, the sacrament of Jesus, for one another. With this in mind, we educators, parents, family mem-

bers have sent in prayers and words of encouragement to our First Communicants: 

 

Although we are not together in the classroom, we are together in spirit! Your journey has been a unique experience!! Time spent 

learning about God with family at home is priceless!! Continue to explore the lessons from our book, watching the videos will also 

help explain things. I continue to pray that God watches over each and every one of you, brings peace to your family during this 

uncertain time and prepares you for this beautiful sacrament. 

Lindsey Dietiker, St Dominic Faith Formation Sacramental Preparation Teacher 

 

“Dear First Communicants, I have looked forward to this wonderful day with you all year. We have talked about it, prayed about it 

and learned so many things about the Catholic Church, First Communion and Reconciliation. I am so glad I got to be your teacher. 

Know that I continue to pray for you every day. I look forward to the day when we are able to be together and celebrate this wonder-

ful occasion.” 

Janet Sletten, St Dominic School 2

nd

 Grade Teacher 

 

 “May you always know the peace of Jesus, the light of His love, and the joy He brings to your heart. We are proud of all the hard 

work you have done to prepare for your First Holy Communion.” 

Ryan and Bonnie Trotman, St Dominic Faith Formation Preparation Teachers and Parent 

 

“Jesus, I believe in you. Jesus, I hope in you. Jesus, I love you. We miss you all and are excited for the day when you’ll receive your 

First Holy Communion. Take this time to have quality time with your family. Be kind and help others. Always remember, Jesus is 

always with you every step of this journey.”  

Jen Lyman, St Dominic Faith Formation Sacramental Preparation Teacher 

 

Dear Nora and friends, 

We continue to pray for the health and safety of everyone all over the world. We know that while it is difficult to wait for something 

as special as your First Holy Communion, your patience and perseverance are helping save the lives of our friends and neighbors. 

When you are able to complete your First Communion Sacrament, it will be a very joyful occasion, and we are so excited to share in 

your joy. We continue to pray for you Nora, every day, and are very proud of you. All the Best!  

Michelle & Sean Flannery, St Dominic Faith Formation Parents 

 

My memories of 1st communion don’t revolve as much around what was said, but how I felt.  I remember being excited to be with 

my friends who I went to school with. (And to wear a pretty white dress with a veil no less.) I remember wondering what the Eucha-

rist would taste like.  And I remember being a little nervous with everyone watching. Mostly I remember the ‘after’…friends and 

family joining for a social gathering with hugs and praise and food. Dear Lord, be near our children to make them strong and share 

your love at home and everywhere. 

Laura Kuhn, St Dominic School Parent  

 

Happy First Communion to All and our daughter, Zaria. We love you. Mom, Dad, Silas, Seamus, Soren and Stig.  

Erica Minnehan, St Dominic School Parent 

 

To all preparing to receive their First Holy Communion, you are all in our thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.  I remember 

the self-reflection and preparation that went in to preparing to receive this sacrament for the first time.  We could use this time to 

remember the sacrifices that God has made for us and reflect on the sacrifices that we can make for others.  It may be difficult to 

wait, but the peace and joy that you will receive through the sacrament of communion will be greater for each of you once you are 

able to safely receive this sacrament.  I pray for Patience and Grace for all of you during this additional time you have to prepare 

for your First Communion.  Take time to enjoy the joyful moments in your life. 

Emily Larson, St Dominic Faith Formation Parent 

 

(Continued on Page 2 “First Communion Prayers”) 



Northfield Area Fire & Rescue "Feed the Need" 

Our Annual Northfield Area Fire Department food drive has 

taken on a new "look" this year! Even though we can't go door 

to door throughout our community with our fire trucks and vol-

unteers, we know that the Community Action Center's Food 

Shelf needs our support now more than ever, as many families 

in our community are impacted by COVID-19.  To that end, we 

are working with CAC to organize a "Feed the Need" opportu-

nity where anyone from the community can bring food dona-

tions directly to CAC's Food Shelf at 1651 Jefferson Parkway 

on Sunday, May 3rd from 9a-11a. CAC has created a safe way 

to simply drive up and leave donations outside.  And many 

health and safety precautions are in place at the food shelf to 

safely receive donations. The food shelf is happy to accept non

-perishable donations within 2 years of the “best by” date. Visit 

the CAC website for a full list of items most needed. 

Quick Catholic Lessons 

Confirmed young adults and older are invited to stay con-

nected and learn more about their faith with Quick Catholic 

Lessons with Fr. Mike. This study is being offered through vol-

unteers within our St. Dominic Church community and meets 

online every 2nd and 4th Monday of the month from 6:30-7:30 

pm, year-round. For more information, contact the parish office 

or amy.acheson@icloud.com.  

 

Program information from Ascension Presents: https://

ascensionpress.com/products/quick-catholic-lesson-with-fr-

mike 

A Meditation from Frederick Buechner's  

"Listening to Your Life" 

 

We can say that the story of the Resurrection means simply 

that the teachings of Jesus are immortal like the plays of 

Shakespeare or the music of Beethoven and that their wisdom 

and truth will live on forever.  Or we can say that the Resurrec-

tion means that the spirit of Jesus is undying, that he himself 

lives on among us, the way that Socrates does, for instance, in 

the good that he left behind him, in the lives of all who follow 

his great example.  Or we can say that the language in which 

the Gospels describe the Resurrection of Jesus is the language 

of poetry and that, as such, it is not to be taken literally but as 

pointing to a truth more profound than the literal.  Very often, I 

think, this is the way that the Bible is written, and I would point 

to some of the stories about the birth of Jesus, for instance, as 

examples; but in the case of the Resurrection, this simply does 

not apply because there really is no story about the Resurrec-

tion in the New Testament.  Except in the most fragmentary 

way, it is not described at all.  There is no poetry about it.  In-

stead, it is simply proclaimed as a fact.  Christ is risen!  In fact, 

the very existence of the New Testament itself proclaims 

it.  Unless something very real indeed took place on that 

strange, confused morning, there would be no New Testament, 

no Church, no Christianity. 

 

Yet we try to reduce it to poetry anyway: the coming of spring 

with the return of life to the dead earth, the rebirth of hope in 

the despairing soul.  We try to suggest that these are the mira-

cles that the Resurrection is all about, but they are not.  In 

their way they are miracles, but they are not this miracle, this 

central one to which the whole Christian faith points. 

 

Unlike the chief priests and the Pharisees, who tried with sol-

diers and a great stone to make themselves as secure as they 

could against the terrible possibility of Christ's really rising 

again from the dead, we are considerably more subtle.  We 

tend in our age to say, "Of course, it was bound to hap-

pen.  Nothing could stop it."  But when we are pressed to say 

what it was that actually did happen, what we are apt to come 

out with is something pretty meager: this 'miracle' of truth that 

never dies, the 'miracle' of a life so beautiful that two thousand 

years have left the memory of it undimmed, the 'miracle' of 

doubt turning into faith, fear into hope.  If I believed that this or 

something like this was all that the Resurrection meant, then I 

would turn in my certificate of ordination and take up some 

other profession.  Or at least I hope that I would have the cour-

age to. 

First Communion Prayers (continued) 

"I hope I will be able to see my friends soon and celebrate our 

first communion soon" 

Jill and Harrison Metz, St Dominic School Parent and child 

 

“The Lord is good to those whose hope is in Him, to the one 

who seeks Him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the 

Lord.” Lamentations 3:25-26  You were created to do great 

things, my friend! Trust in the Lord’s timing, turn to Him often. 

He will refresh and inspire you to do great things!” 

Megan Wagner, St Dominic Faith Formation Aunt 

 

I pray that our first communion class takes extra time to grow 

in their faith and talk more with God. We are excited for our 

children to receive holy communion and eagerly await the day 

when we can celebrate this sacrament with them.  

Renae Kieffer, St Dominic Faith Formation Teacher and Parent 

 

These are the 10 prayers that we pray every day for our grand-

children and their classmates. 10 prayers: The Sign of the 

Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Act of Contrition, Guard-

ian Angel, Prayer Before Meals, Act of Faith, Act of Hope, and 

Act of Love.  

Dario and Leticia Payes, St Dominic Faith Formation Grandpar-

ents 

 

An Irish Blessing for our son Anthony James and First Holy 

Communicants: May God grant you always, A sunbeam to 

warm you, A moonbeam to charm you, A sheltering angel so 

nothing can harm you, Laughter to cheer you, Faithful friends 

near you, And whenever you pray, Heaven to hear you. May you 

always know the peace of Jesus, the light of his love, and the 

joy of his life within you.  Congratulations to all of you on your 

first Holy Communion and God bless you all! With Love, Tom 

and Tara Vondrasek 

Tom and Tara Vondrasek, St Dominic School Parents 

 

Dear First Communicants,  

I am sorry that you have to wait to receive the sacrament of 

First Holy Communion, but it will be beautiful when you do! 

Keep saying your daily prayers and preparing your hearts for 

when the time comes. I will pray for you and your families, as 

well. Love, Mrs. Marvin 

Vicki Kalina Marvin, St Dominic School Principal 

 

“Jesus, thank you for loving us so much that you want us to 

receive you in Holy Communion. Bless all our loved ones who 

wait with love and trust to receive you. Bless families. Bless 

teachers. Bless our parish. Please bless us to live holy lives 

and receive you often in Holy Communion.”  Dear First Holy 

Communicants, I am praying and waiting with you to receive 

Jesus in Holy Communion. Love and prayers!  

Mara Mangan, St Dominic Church Director of FF 



A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and pro-

claimed: “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that 

God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you cru-

cified.” 

 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they 

asked Peter and the other apostles, “What are we to do, my 

brothers?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every 

one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

For the promise is made to you and to your children and to all 

those far off, whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified 

with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, “Save 

yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted 

his message were baptized, and about three thousand persons 

were added that day. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 

Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is 

good, this is a grace before God. For to this you have been 

called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example that you should follow in his footsteps. He committed 

no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. 

 

When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he suf-

fered, he did not threaten; instead, he handed himself over to 

the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body 

upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for right-

eousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you had 

gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the shep-

herd and guardian of your souls. 

Children’s Corner 

A Reading from the Gospel According to John 

Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter 

a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a 

thief and a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the 

shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and 

the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. When he has driven out all his 

own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 

because they recognize his voice. But they will not follow a 

stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not 

recognize the voice of strangers.” Although Jesus used this 

figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what he was 

trying to tell them. 

 

So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate 

for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and rob-

bers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 

Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and 

go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaugh-

ter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it 

more abundantly.” 

Act of Spiritual Communion   

My Jesus, 

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 



Prayer for the Sick 

O God, our refuge in trials, our strength, our comfort in 

sorrow, hear our prayers for your servants who are sick; 

grant them your merciful help, so that with their health 

restored, they may give you thanks in the midst of your 

Church. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Mass Intentions  

 

Sat. May 2 5:00 PM † Robert Boudreau 

Sun. May 3 8:00 AM † Raymond and Geraldine Johnson 

  8:30 AM † Johnny and Ceil Berres 

  12:00 PM † For the Parish (Misa) 

Tues. May 5 10:00 AM † Melvin Malecha 

Wed. May 6 10:00 AM † Robert L. Malecha 

Thurs. May 7 10:00 AM     † Pat Hanzlik 

Fri.     May 8    10:00 AM † Richard and Loretta Keilen 

Sat. May 9 5:00 PM † Mark Boudreau 

Sun. May 10 10:00 AM † Lillian Langan 

  12:00 PM †  For the Parish (Misa) 

Masses 

Bulletins are printed Wednesday morning, so scheduled 

events may be out of date.  Please follow our Facebook, 

website, and Flocknote to find current events.  At time of 

printing, weekday masses are available Live on Facebook.  

You do not need an account to watch.   

https://www.facebook.com/churchofstdominicnfld/  

The Saturday Vigil masses are available on Vimeo: 

https://vimeo.com/channels/stdominic  
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Envelope/plate contributions, April 26        $5,822.70 

Automatic (ACH) contributions                    $12,962.00 

Weekly collection budget                                   $15,987.53 

Year-to-date surplus (shortfall)                  ($20,212.59) 

Thank you for your support! 

Spiritual Resources! 

Catholic churches and publishers are being very generous 

at this time, offering free resources to people at home to 

nourish them and their children. 

TV 

�� Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 a.m. on KSTC-

TV/45 

�� Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ 

(Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2) 

�� St. Olaf, Minneapolis: MCN Cable Channel 6, Sundays 

at 8 p.m. and Mondays at 10 a.m. 

�� St. Michael Broadcasting, Channel 14, antenna based 

(not cable) Catholic television airing several Masses 

per day 

�� EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM and Rosary at 

8:30 PM 

�� WUCW 23 7:30 AM and 9:30 am Sundays    

�� WGNA 8 and also NRC Senior TV 081  7:00 AM Sun-

days  

Radio 

�� Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sundays at 

noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m. 

�� EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 

St. Dominic masses will be archived at the following site: 

https://vimeo.com/channels/stdominic.  You can also 

receive them by signing up for Flocknote’s “Church of St. 

Dominic” group! 

 

Archdiocese Page of Resources:  https://

www.archspm.org/covid19/prayer-formation-resources  

 

We have already had access to Word on Fire Digital 

(https://www.wofdigital.org/ ) — simply “Sign In” with the 

email on which you receive Parish Flocknote emails.  

Aren’t on Flocknote yet?  Text Dominic1 to 84576 to sign 

up for Flocknote (En Español: 202-765-3441) or visit 

https://stdominicnfld.flocknote.com/—and join “St. Domi-

nic’s Emergency Contact” and “Church of St. Dominic” for 

more important updates.   

 

Are you able to financially support the church in our dis-

tance ministry and digital outreach?  Donations can be 

mailed to the parish office or left in the drop box in the 

church foyer, automatic contributions can be arranged 

using the “2020 Electronic Giving Form” available on our 

website, or Paypal donations are accepted at this time 

(look for the yellow button on the website).  Thank you for 

your generosity, whether it be financial or your prayers. 

NEXT WEEK IS THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me.” (Jn 14:6) 

 

Readings: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-

9/Jn 14:1-12  

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD.  

Wedding Banns 

Emily Deutsch and Robert Kramm 

Parishioner Loan Fund 

Thanks to the generosity of many parishioners, we have 

more than $48,000 available in the Parishioner Loan 

Fund.  We hope now that anyone who is in need of finan-

cial support at this time will come forward.  Please write 

directly to either Fr. Bob or Fr. Frank with a brief descrip-

tion of amount needed. 



Prayer for the Sick 

O God, our refuge in trials, our strength, our comfort in 

sorrow, hear our prayers for your servants who are sick; 

grant them your merciful help, so that with their health 

restored, they may give you thanks in the midst of your 

Church. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Strese’s Tree
Moving Service

“Buying & Selling of Trees”
 Free Estimates - Insured

For All Your Tree Moving Needs
(612) 282-3526

John Heerema, President 
1180 Frontage Rd. East • Owatonna

507-455-9551

DOUGS AUTO
SERVICE

1802 CANNON ROAD

507-663-1371

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Tony & Nancy Guth

645-9760

Benson & Langehough 
Funeral Home & Cremation 

507-645-5123

northfieldfuneral.com

Since 1949
“Call For Goodness Cakes”

410 Division 507-645-8392

Lennox Heating & Air Conditioning 

KEVIN BETTERLY, Parishioner
663-1208 • www.betterairinc.com

CASTLE ROCK BANK
Castle Rock, MN • Member FDIC

Phone 507-645-7751

CASTLE ROCK AGENCY
“All Types of Insurance”

Phone 651-463-4014

651-203-8888

507-645-5264
www.professionaldrivedental.com

Waterford Oil Company
Northfield

507-645-5659 • 1500 Riverview Dr.
Waterfordoilco@mac.com

For all your  
Home Improvement Needs

Christopher Fink, Parishioner

612-749-9752
License: BC20443625

           Animal Hospital 
                       & Kennels

          (507) 645-4522

708 Schilling Drive •  Dundas, MN 55109 
Where Knowledge & Compassion Meet

 
Tu Quach, Parishioner

1500 Clinton Lane, Suite # E
(507) 664-2040

Voted Best Manicure in Southern Minnesota

Farmers Mill &
Elevator Inc.

THE AUGE’s (507) 645-5648

Castle Rock, MN (651) 463-8041

“Care you can trust from 
people that you know”

Now proudly serving the Northfield & Faribault community. 
710 Division St. S. • Northfield, MN • 505-645-2261

Unique Window Shadings, LLC
We’ve got you covered 

Pat & Carol Fraher 
612-600-6636 

No Job too large or too small

(612) 867-9261

 
Local family-owned  

and  
operated business

421 S. Division St.
507-664-0400

www.thehideawaynorthfield.com

www.northfieldkennels.com

507.649.1111

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Northfield

507.645.4418
Farmington

651.463.4440
Faribault

507.334.3908
Ask About Our CD Specials | premierbanks.com

 
C

Call to find out what care option 
 is right for your loved one.

507-664-8800

www.shopfamilyfare.com
601 Division St, Northfield  (507) 645-9514

REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS?  
It all starts with a conversation. Let’s have one. 

Text. Call. Email. Anytime. 

Mary Jo Winter 
612-701-2079 
Mj@maryjowinter.com 
“We make a living by what we get,  
we make a life by what we give.”

Service, Collision and 24 HR Towing
South, 1235 Highway 3, Northfield  (507) 663-1217

Catering 
Take-Out Tuesdays 

Custom Orders 
Gathering Space

410 Stafford Lane S. Dundas 55019 
RuthsOnStafford.com | 507-581-7410

Bring this in to receive 5 cents o� per 
gallon of fuel at Ziggy’s!

Expires 12/31/20
109 Water St South, North�eld MN

Honest & Affordable Auto Repair
Keep it local!

Contact Tom Maakestad • tmaakestad@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5858

Farm Wanted 
Family of parishioners 

seeking purchase,  
partnership, etc.  

(651) 216-0648

507-334-3948  www.bacards.org
Catholic High School in Faribault

Make Your Move in 2020

Mike Zenner Edina Realty 
507-210-2107   mikezenner@edinarealty.com

A stress free environment that can enhance 
 the quality of your senior years.

*Independent, Assisted & Memory Care*


