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Welcome, Fr. Gregory! 

It is my pleasure to introduce you to Fr. Gregory Abbott, the new pastor at St. Dominic’s. He will begin his leadership on June 1

st

. 

Yes, that is one month earlier than originally anticipated. Fr. Frank will continue as his associate, assisting with Latino ministry and 

taking care of Annunciation parish in Hazelwood. A new bi-lingual priest will take over for Fr. Frank on July 1

st

 – those details are 

still in the works. Here is his own introduction.—Fr. Bob 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Peace of Christ to you! 

 

My name is Fr. Gregory Abbott (I go by Fr. Gregory) and I am blessed that Archbishop Bernard Hebda has assigned me to be your 

new pastor June 1, 2020. As I write this introduction I look forward to meeting you in person and getting to know all of you! 

 

Growing up on St. Paul’s West Side, I am the youngest of 5 children born to Wallace and Angeline Abbott. Mom and dad lost one 

child early on in pregnancy. Mom tells the story of how after that baby’s death the doctor told her, “you won’t be able to have any 

more children.” But, thanks to God, after that baby my brother Mike and I arrived on the scene. That same doctor explained to 

mom, “nature has its ways.” Mom responded, “no, God has His ways!”    

 

Traumatic events came early in my life. I was born with a heart defect which has required 3 open-heart surgeries and other proce-

dures. More significantly, my father passed away when I was 5 years old. This resulted in many years of obscure struggles for me. 

Thanks to the support of others and an awakening to the awareness that God is real and really cares about us in our struggles, I 

gradually moved towards healing. Thankfully, while still living my father showed me by his actions and told me by his words that he 

loved me. Etched in my heart are his words to me, “If there’s one thing I want you to always remember, it’s that I love you my 

habibo" [“my beloved” in Arabic as my father was Lebanese]. I always say God infused love into my heart through these actions 

and words of my father. 

 

I was blessed to receive the gift of 12 years of Catholic education at St. Matthew GS and Brady HS in St. Paul and West St. Paul, 

respectively. I earned a Business degree from the University of Minnesota (but never worked in that field) and a Masters of Divinity 

from the St. Paul Seminary, being ordained a priest in 2007. Before entering seminary, I worked a number of years in health care 

as a nursing assistant. I loved the challenging work with the ill and elderly, learning many life lessons from them and the health-

care field. 

 

In my post-college years God gave me the gift of being involved with St. Paul’s Outreach (a Catholic college outreach), the Commu-

nity of Christ the Redeemer (a lay Catholic Charismatic Community) and the Little Brothers of Carmel Religious Community. 

Through these Christ-centered communities, I experienced healing and received solid formation, preparing me for seminary and 

priesthood.  

 

Sexual abuse issues have made it a painful time for all of us to be Catholic. As we pray and work for healing and justice, I can still 

say that I love being a priest and I love Church! I have served at St. Michael in St. Michael and then Epiphany in Coon Rapids. Next, 

I was pastor for six and a half years at Ascension in Norwood Young America and St. Bernard in Cologne. My last assignment was 

15 months as a priest chaplain at the University of Minnesota Medical Center, brought to an abrupt end due to my heart condition 

and the coronavirus.     

 

A word about my hobbies. I am excited to be coming to a more rural area again as I love to walk the country dirt roads, talking to 

the cows, horses and sheep (when no one is looking!). I love sports, more watching now-a-days than playing. Growing up, I used the 

“shot gun” approach, playing all kinds, including baseball, hockey, football, basketball and tennis. I didn’t excel at any one sport 

but I sure had tons of fun playing. 

 

As I conclude, I extend a warm Mother's Day greeting to all mothers. I also want to express my gratitude to Fr. Bob for coming out 

of retirement to care for your community this past year. 

 

Can we end with a prayer beseeching God for two intentions: (1) an end to the coronavirus, and (2) God’s blessing upon our par-

ish? On this Mother’s Day, let’s pray: 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy 

Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.   

 

Please pray for me and know of my prayers for you, 

Fr. Gregory 



Letter from Archbishop Hebda to Faithful, May 1, 2020      

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

I remain grateful for your commitment even in these difficult days to give joyful witness to the Resurrection of Jesus. I deeply ap-

preciate the sacrifices that you have been making so that we as the Catholic community can give concrete witness to our respect 

for human life, and tend to the physical and spiritual well-being of our brothers and sisters. 

With the extension of Governor Walz’s Stay-at-Home Order until May 18, the public celebration of Mass in the Archdiocese of Saint 

Paul and Minneapolis will continue to be suspended until that date. 

The Bishops of Minnesota gathered yesterday after the governor’s news conference to carefully consider our own phased ap-

proach back into having public Masses. We recognize that when we return to public Masses, we will have to do so with carefully 

defined protocols in order to keep people safe and to prevent the spread of the virus. We know that if we work together we can do 

this safely. 

We need to begin now to work with our priests and parish leaders so that we could be ready to begin some limited public Masses 

on May 18. We are developing a gradual, multi-phase approach to the return to public worship. We are in phase one right now. 

Phase two will allow us to begin some public Masses, and phase three would allow us to have larger gatherings. These phases will 

allow for the ability to re-evaluate the process as necessary in order to ensure the health and safety of the community going for-

ward. Our plan presumes that throughout the state the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days 

of Obligation will continue until such a time that it is safe for all to return. 

All phases of this plan require following strict guidelines for social distancing and sanitization. 

Those over age 65 will be strongly encouraged not to attend, and anyone showing any symptoms of sickness, or anyone who 

has a household member who is sick or showing symptoms of sickness should not come to church. 

The church space will be thoroughly sanitized before and after each service, including all entryways and doors. Holy water 

fonts will be empty and hymnals removed. 

Signs will be posted concerning social distancing and sanitation requirements and reminders to follow these requirements will 

be offered. 

Hand sanitizers will be available at all entryways. 

All local safety orders specifically relating to proper face coverings will be followed. 

People will be instructed not engage in any physical touch, such as by greeting each other. 

Signs and other instructions will encourage normal safe practices necessary to avoid the spread (e.g. cough or sneeze into a 

shirtsleeve, handkerchief, or tissue; avoid touching the eyes, nose, and mouth). 

Ventilation will be increased as much as possible by opening windows and doors, as weather permits. 

While we are in phase one, our churches can be open daily for prayer, and priests can provide for adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment as they are able. Confessions can happen in spaces that are well-ventilated with adequate social distancing, yet still assuring 

the privacy of the sacrament. Many parishes have held confessions outdoors, which can work well. It is also permissible to cele-

brate weddings or funerals with 10 people or fewer present. Outdoor Masses without the distribution of Holy Communion, including 

benediction where people remain in their cars, minimizing the danger of spreading infection, are also allowed. 

We anticipate beginning phase two on May 18. We will be working with public officials in a collaborative way to meet that goal. Dur-

ing phase two, public Masses in churches will be allowed in smaller groups limited to no more than 1/3 of the seating capacity of 

the Church (approximately every 3

rd

 pew). Parishes are always required to observe the prevailing directives for social distancing 

between those not of the same household. 

Parishes will need to develop ways to ensure that this capacity limit is strictly followed, such as by implementing online signups 

and having ushers in place to ensure crowds are limited and controlled. Since the Sunday obligation has been dispensed, Catho-

lics will be encouraged to attend other Masses during the week instead of on Sunday, in order to spread out the numbers. More 

Masses than usual will need to be offered in some cases to accommodate everyone who desires to attend Mass during this phase. 

We intend to provide detailed protocols to be followed for the celebration of Mass and the distribution of Holy Communion well in 

advance of the date when public Masses will resume, so that parishes can make preparations for the careful way we will have to 

move forward. Social gatherings and other small group meetings will not be allowed during phase two, since they do not have the 

same controlled movement as Mass. Some other sacramental celebrations may be allowed, but they may never exceed 1/3 of the 

seating capacity of the church. If a liturgical celebration or event cannot maintain the capacity and other social distancing require-

ments, it may not take place during this phase. 

At this point it is unknown when we would be able to enter phase three, which would provide more opportunity for us to have larger 

celebrations. We will continue to evaluate and follow the guidance of civil authorities and public health experts. 

Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters who have died from COVID-19, for those who mourn them, for those who are 

sick from this disease and for the people who are caring for them, often at great risk to themselves and their families. Know of my 

prayers for them and for you and your loved ones. 

As we enter into this month of May, I offer my prayers for each of you through our Blessed Mother, Consoler of the Afflicted, and 

remain, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis 

Please pray for Ron Dompierre and all those on 

the St Dominic prayer list.    If you wish to add a 

name, please contact the Parish Office. 

The St. Dominic COVID Preparedness Plan is being developed 

and will be available soon!  Please sign up for emails or texts 

from Flocknote for important updates. 



A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

As the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists 

complained against the Hebrews because their widows were 

being neglected in the daily distribution. So the Twelve called 

together the community of the disciples and said, “It is not 

right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Broth-

ers, select from among you seven reputable men, filled with 

the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, 

whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the minis-

try of the word.” The proposal was acceptable to the whole 

community, so they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and 

the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parme-

nas, and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They pre-

sented these men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands 

on them. The word of God continued to spread, and the num-

ber of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; even a 

large group of priests were becoming obedient to the faith.  

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 

Beloved: Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human be-

ings but chosen and precious in the sight of God, and, like liv-

ing stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a 

holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. For it says in Scripture: Behold, I am lay-

ing a stone in Zion, a cornerstone, chosen and precious, and 

whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame. Therefore, its 

value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith: The 

stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, 

and A stone that will make people stumble, and a rock that will 

make them fall. They stumble by disobeying the word, as is 

their destiny. 

 

You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people of his own, so that you may announce the praises” of 

him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Children’s Corner 

A Reading from the Gospel According to John 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s 

house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would 

I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and 

take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. 

Where I am going you know the way.” Thomas said to him, 

“Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we 

know the way?” Jesus said to him, "I am the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If 

you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on 

you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, 

“Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” 

Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time and 

you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do 

you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 

The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The 

Father who dwells in me is doing his works. Believe me that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe be-

cause of the works themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, who-

ever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do 

greater ones than these, because I am going to the Father.”  

Act of Spiritual Communion   

My Jesus, 

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 



Prayer for the Sick 

O God, our refuge in trials, our strength, our comfort in 

sorrow, hear our prayers for your servants who are sick; 

grant them your merciful help, so that with their health 

restored, they may give you thanks in the midst of your 

Church. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Mass Intentions  

 

Sat. May 9 5:00 PM † Mark Boudreau 

Sun. May 10 10:00 AM † Lillian Langan 

  12:00 PM † For the Parish (Misa) 

Tues. May 12 10:00 AM † George and Donna Berres 

Wed. May 13 10:00 AM † David Graff 

Thurs. May 14 10:00 AM     † Mary Ellen and Bob Jesse 

Fri.     May 15    10:00 AM † Jeff Jasnoch 

Sat. May 16 5:00 PM † Ginny Graff 

Sun. May 17 8:00 AM † Robert and David Groth 

  10:00 AM † Richard Myron 

  12:00 PM †  For the Parish (Misa) 

Masses 

Bulletins are printed Wednesday morning, so scheduled 

events may be out of date.  Please follow our Facebook, 

website, and Flocknote to find current events.  At time of 

printing, weekday masses are available Live on Facebook.  

You do not need an account to watch.   

https://www.facebook.com/churchofstdominicnfld/  

The Saturday Vigil masses are available on Vimeo: 

https://vimeo.com/channels/stdominic  

��������	�
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Envelope/plate contributions, May 3        $8,168.00 

Weekly collection budget                                   $15,987.53 

Year-to-date surplus (shortfall)                  ($28,032.12) 

Thank you for your support! 

Spiritual Resources! 

Catholic churches and publishers are being very generous 

at this time, offering free resources to people at home to 

nourish them and their children. 

TV 

�� Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 a.m. on KSTC-

TV/45 

�� Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ 

(Dish/Direct 29, Comcast 10/807; Over Air 9.2) 

�� St. Olaf, Minneapolis: MCN Cable Channel 6, Sundays 

at 8 p.m. and Mondays at 10 a.m. 

�� St. Michael Broadcasting, Channel 14, antenna based 

(not cable) Catholic television airing several Masses 

per day 

�� EWTN: 7:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM and Rosary at 

8:30 PM 

�� WUCW 23 7:30 AM and 9:30 am Sundays    

�� WGNA 8 and also NRC Senior TV 081  7:00 AM Sun-

days  

Radio 

�� Relevant Radio 1330am: Weekdays and Sundays at 

noon, and Sundays at 9 a.m. 

�� EWTN: ewtn.com/radio/listen-live 

St. Dominic masses will be archived at the following site: 

https://vimeo.com/channels/stdominic.  You can also 

receive them by signing up for Flocknote’s “Church of St. 

Dominic” group! 

 

Archdiocese Page of Resources:  https://

www.archspm.org/covid19/prayer-formation-resources  

 

We have already had access to Word on Fire Digital 

(https://www.wofdigital.org/ ) — simply “Sign In” with the 

email on which you receive Parish Flocknote emails.  

Aren’t on Flocknote yet?  Text Dominic1 to 84576 to sign 

up for Flocknote (En Español: 202-765-3441) or visit 

https://stdominicnfld.flocknote.com/—and join “St. Domi-

nic’s Emergency Contact” and “Church of St. Dominic” for 

more important updates.   

 

Are you able to financially support the church in our dis-

tance ministry and digital outreach?  Donations can be 

mailed to the parish office or left in the drop box in the 

church foyer, automatic contributions can be arranged 

using the “2020 Electronic Giving Form” available on our 

website, or Paypal donations are accepted at this time 

(look for the yellow button on the website).  Thank you for 

your generosity, whether it be financial or your prayers. 

NEXT WEEK IS THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

“I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a little 

while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, 

because I live and you will live.” (Jn 14:18-19) 

 

Readings: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 

[1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD.  

Wedding Banns 

Emily Deutsch and Robert Kramm 

Parishioner Loan Fund 

Thanks to the generosity of many parishioners, we have 

more than $48,000 available in the Parishioner Loan 

Fund.  We hope now that anyone who is in need of finan-

cial support at this time will come forward.  Please write 

directly to either Fr. Bob or Fr. Frank with a brief descrip-

tion of amount needed. 



Prayer for the Sick 

O God, our refuge in trials, our strength, our comfort in 

sorrow, hear our prayers for your servants who are sick; 

grant them your merciful help, so that with their health 

restored, they may give you thanks in the midst of your 

Church. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Strese’s Tree
Moving Service

“Buying & Selling of Trees”
 Free Estimates - Insured

For All Your Tree Moving Needs
(612) 282-3526

John Heerema, President 
1180 Frontage Rd. East • Owatonna

507-455-9551

DOUGS AUTO
SERVICE

1802 CANNON ROAD

507-663-1371

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Tony & Nancy Guth

645-9760

Benson & Langehough 
Funeral Home & Cremation 

507-645-5123

northfieldfuneral.com

Since 1949
“Call For Goodness Cakes”

410 Division 507-645-8392

Lennox Heating & Air Conditioning 

KEVIN BETTERLY, Parishioner
663-1208 • www.betterairinc.com

CASTLE ROCK BANK
Castle Rock, MN • Member FDIC

Phone 507-645-7751

CASTLE ROCK AGENCY
“All Types of Insurance”

Phone 651-463-4014

651-203-8888

507-645-5264
www.professionaldrivedental.com

Waterford Oil Company
Northfield

507-645-5659 • 1500 Riverview Dr.
Waterfordoilco@mac.com

For all your  
Home Improvement Needs

Christopher Fink, Parishioner

612-749-9752
License: BC20443625

           Animal Hospital 
                       & Kennels

          (507) 645-4522

708 Schilling Drive •  Dundas, MN 55109 
Where Knowledge & Compassion Meet

 
Tu Quach, Parishioner

1500 Clinton Lane, Suite # E
(507) 664-2040

Voted Best Manicure in Southern Minnesota

Farmers Mill &
Elevator Inc.

THE AUGE’s (507) 645-5648

Castle Rock, MN (651) 463-8041

“Care you can trust from 
people that you know”

Now proudly serving the Northfield & Faribault community. 
710 Division St. S. • Northfield, MN • 505-645-2261

Unique Window Shadings, LLC
We’ve got you covered 

Pat & Carol Fraher 
612-600-6636 

No Job too large or too small

(612) 867-9261

 
Local family-owned  

and  
operated business

421 S. Division St.
507-664-0400

www.thehideawaynorthfield.com

www.northfieldkennels.com

507.649.1111

Bank Local. Bank Premier.
Northfield

507.645.4418
Farmington

651.463.4440
Faribault

507.334.3908
Ask About Our CD Specials | premierbanks.com
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Call to find out what care option 
 is right for your loved one.

507-664-8800

www.shopfamilyfare.com
601 Division St, Northfield  (507) 645-9514

REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS?  
It all starts with a conversation. Let’s have one. 

Text. Call. Email. Anytime. 

Mary Jo Winter 
612-701-2079 
Mj@maryjowinter.com 
“We make a living by what we get,  
we make a life by what we give.”

Service, Collision and 24 HR Towing
South, 1235 Highway 3, Northfield  (507) 663-1217

Catering 
Take-Out Tuesdays 

Custom Orders 
Gathering Space

410 Stafford Lane S. Dundas 55019 
RuthsOnStafford.com | 507-581-7410

Bring this in to receive 5 cents o� per 
gallon of fuel at Ziggy’s!

Expires 12/31/20
109 Water St South, North�eld MN

Honest & Affordable Auto Repair
Keep it local!

Contact Tom Maakestad • tmaakestad@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5858

Farm Wanted 
Family of parishioners 

seeking purchase,  
partnership, etc.  

(651) 216-0648

507-334-3948  www.bacards.org
Catholic High School in Faribault

Make Your Move in 2020

Mike Zenner Edina Realty 
507-210-2107   mikezenner@edinarealty.com

A stress free environment that can enhance 
 the quality of your senior years.

*Independent, Assisted & Memory Care*


